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Constitution Day Fact Sheet 
 

 
 

• Established in 2004 as a federal holiday at the urging of Louise Leigh, who was motivated 

to push for a holiday because the U.S. Constitution “is the most unique government 

document in the history of mankind.  It guarantees our freedom.  It is unique in that the 

government doesn’t tell us what to do—we tell the government what to do.” 

• Recognizes the signing of the United States Constitution 229 years ago on  

Sept. 17, 1787. 

• In 2005, the US Department of Education declared that any school receiving federal funds 

of any kind must provide educational programming on the history of the American 

Constitution on that day. 

• In 2007, the ACLU of San Diego & Imperial Counties launched a program to match 

volunteer attorneys with classrooms throughout the county to conduct more than 40 

presentations in the county’s largest school districts.   

• Over the next nine years, hundreds of presentations have been made as the program grows 

exponentially each year.  In 2015, more than 300 volunteer attorneys led interactive, 

nonpartisan discussion in the Coronado, Carlsbad, Chula Vista, Escondido, Fallbrook, 

Grossmont, Imperial, Poway, Ramona, San Diego, San Dieguito, San Marcos, and 

Sweetwater school districts in 550+ classrooms, reaching about 20,000 students.  In our 

nine years, we’ve reached about 100,000 students! 

• The presentations are free of cost, and are interactive and nonpartisan.  They focus on key 

court cases and constitutional lessons of interest to young people.   

• The volunteer attorneys are from all practice areas, including partners and associates from 

the city’s most prominent law firms, assistant U.S. attorneys, district attorneys, public 

defenders and federal defenders, military JAGs, and a number of retired judges.  The 

attorneys consult with teachers about how best to address the topic for each classroom. 

 


