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About Butler SWCD

After serving the community for 75 years, Butler Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District is looking forward to many more projects, events, and
challenges in the years to come. The District has seen many changes since
its establishment, but the one thing that hasn’t wavered is the support
from our landowners and local representatives. Itis due to the support of
landowners and civil servants that our Soil and Water District was creat-
ed and still exists today.

Documentation throughout the early history of the United States demon-
strates that soil erosion had been a consistent concern, but it wasn't until
the Dust Bowl in the 1930’s that changes across the country took place.
As aresult of the Dust Bowl, on May 16, 1941, the Ohio House of Repre-
sentatives passed House Bill 646, which allowed local landowners to
create soil conservation districts. This bill was also known as the Soil
Conservation Enabling Act. In February of 1942, area agricultural leaders,
government officials, and farmers began a series of organizational meet-
ings and educational programs to inform residents of the need to organize
a Soil Conservation District to serve Butler County.

As aresult of several township meetings, 404 landowners signed a
petition to organize Butler Soil and Water Conservation District. A local
hearing was held where 24 farmers and interested parties attended, and
11 landowners testified in favor of forming the District including: B.S.
VanGorden, Frank Cox, Robert Hiltlbrand, Charles Krebs, Robert Keehner,
Rowland Bevis, Ray Brown, John Baker, W.L. Bradley, M.N. Brate, Morris
Taylor. A referendum followed with 364 landowners voting 88 percent in
favor of creating a District. Butler SWCD was founded on May 25, 1942
and became the 5th SWCD to form in Ohio.

Founding Fathers
Who Testified in

Columbus, 1942

John Baker - Morgan
Rowland Bevis - Ross
W. L. Bradley - Oxford
M.N. Brate - Union
Ray Brown - Oxford
Frank Cox - Madison
Robert Hiltbrand - Wayne
Robert Keehner - Union
Charles Krebs - Union
Morris Taylor - Ross
B.S. Van Gorden - Liberty
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Ohio Federation of Soil & Water
Conservation Districts

1943 —Butler, Clark, and Highland
Supervisors formed the OFSWCD
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Erosion Control Specialist in Ohio.
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2007—Recognized by the National
Association of Conservation
Districts for partnerships
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1960s—First to pioneer several
conservation practices

2012—Received the Outstanding
Environmental Education Award
from the Ohio EPA for the trailer






Agriculture

Along with the traditional work on EQIP and CRP contracts, Butler SWCD is providing two new programs

funded by the Ohio Farm Bureau’s County Water Quality Initiative Program. The Butler County Farm Bureau
and Butler Soil and Water Conservation District have received $33,123 to implement these two water quality

initiatives:

Cover Crop Program

A portion of the grant is being used to fund the Butler County Cover Crop
Initiative. By participating in this program, local farmers receive assistance
with cover crop seed and aerial application costs. Cost share funds up to 20%
of seed cost and 100% of aerial application cost for up to 1,000 acres across
Butler County. This program emphasizes early application and water quality
benefits for the betterment of the agriculture community.

Agricultural Conservation and Education Demonstration Site

_tion Education & Demonstration site (ACED). This will showca

Butler Soil and Water Conservation District is coordinating the construction of a 9-acre Agricultural Conserva-
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