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Fish Sale 
Preorder by: Monday, March 25 

Butler SWCD is holding their first ever fish sale. Pond owners  
can choose from a wide variety of fish including minnows, koi,  
and a large selection of game fish. Interested pond owners can visit  
our website  to find out more about species available. Orders MUST be  
placed by  March 25th to ensure your order will be reserved for pickup  
after the pond clinic. 

Order Online: www.butlerswcd.org/shop 

Order Pickup: Saturday, April 27 after the pond clinic ends (12pm)  
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League, 450 Beissinger Rd, Hamilton.  

Questions: Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

 

Pond Clinic 
Saturday, April 27th from 9 am—12 pm 
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League 450 Beissinger Rd Hamilton, OH.  

Topics include pond construction & repair, pond management, pond safety, invasive 
species, and more. 

Questions:  Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

Well Water Testing: Free Nitrate Testing 

Tuesday, March 19 from 6 - 8 pm 
Collinsville Community Center, 5113 Huston Rd, Collinsville  

Butler and Preble SWCDs are hosting a free nitrate testing of your well water. Annual 
testing is important if the water is consumed by infants, pregnant women, or the elderly. 
Bring a sample of your drinking well water by following the steps below. 

Collect Your Sample: 
 Use a clean jar and rinse out any soap at least three times.  
 Remove any screen or filter from your faucet. 
 Run water for five minutes to clear the lines and bring in fresh water.  
 Collect water within 2 hours of event, or keep it cold. 

 

Bacteria Testing: 
 During the well water event, the first 40 attendees will receive the supplies and 

training to collect a sample for testing bacteria.  
 

Questions: Please contact our office at 513-887-3720 
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Trees for Wildlife 
When we enjoy the beauty of a treasured tree and the 
wildlife it attracts, we often owe thanks to those with the 
foresight and confidence to invest in the future. We can 
show that same spirit of generosity, by planting trees for 
future generations of people and wildlife to enjoy.  

A tree's life cycle moves from seed to seedling, to tree, to 
snag, to decaying into the soil. Along the pathway, they are 
an important element of the landscape for wildlife.  

Living trees support the lives of many organisms large 
and small. Tree are used for food, shelter, and sites for 
reproduction. When the trees mature, animals are able to 
enjoy delicious fruits and foraging opportunities. During 
times of extreme heat or precipitation, animals can seek 
shade and shelter under the trees without being away 
from their food source.   

Snags, standing dead or dying trees, can actually provide 
more habitats for wildlife than alive trees. They are 
important for wildlife in both natural and landscaped 
setting. Large snags offer ideal hunting perches for hawks, 
eagles, and owls. They function as resting perches for 
swallows, band-tailed pigeons, mourning doves and other 
birds; food storage areas for mice, squirrels, woodpeckers, 
and jays; and song perches for tanagers. Small snags may 
be used as posts by songbirds to attract mates and 
proclaim nesting territories. This high use by a myriad of 
species underscores the importance of snags and including 
them in your landscape.   

Decaying logs provide a multitude of benefits. As soon as 
a tree hits the ground and becomes a log, the resources it 
provides begin to change. The bark will loosen and make 
great homes for insects, their eggs, and their larvae. Many 
birds, like woodpeckers and nuthatches, will take 
advantage of the increased bug supply. Small mammals, 
like squirrels and chipmunks use logs extensively as 
runways and lookouts. As the log hollows-out it can 
become a den.  

The dead wood can serve as a ground cover, lessening soil 
erosion and preventing animals from over-browsing plant 
seeds.  They retain moisture and nutrients that aid new 
plant growth and support wildlife.  

Tree Sale 
Order deadline:  March 13, 2019 

Pickup: Thursday, April 4th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Friday, April 5th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Saturday, April 6th 9 am - 12 pm 

Location:   The Farm Zone Building at the  
  Butler County Fairgrounds, Hamilton  

Place your order: Butler and Warren SWCD’s are again 
joining forces for the tree sale. All orders will be processed 
through the Warren SWCD’s website. 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html  

More information about each species: Visit the website 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html. On the product 
page for each species, select Click to view the Catalogue! 

Stream bank stabilization plants: These packs of live 
stakes provide all around protection against expedited 
streambank erosion. The deep roots act as anchors for the 
soil, while the canopy acts like an umbrella against 
precipitation.  

Why purchase from your SWCD: Purchasing a tree 
through your local SWCD means you are getting a tree that 
is priced at-cost. Also, you can feel good knowing your tree 
is well-suited for the region, giving it the best chance of 
survival here in Butler County.  

Care of your seedling: If you intend to plant within 2 
days, keep them in the package in a cool or shaded 
location. 

If planting will be delayed: 
 Make sure the roots and packing material stay damp.  
 Store the package in a cool place, periodically checking 

the condition of the trees’ roots.  
 The longer you wait to plant, the fewer the number 

that will survive, regardless of the care given in 
storage.  

Disclaimer: If conditions exist beyond our control, we   
reserve the right to substitute species in the packets. The 
plants are nursery inspected to be disease free. Butler and 
Warren SWCDs are not responsible for plant survival after 
they have been picked up by the customer. No refunds. 

Photo: ODNR 

https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
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Use the right S.A.L.T.  
Stuff – Typical road salt only works about 15°F. Add a 
small amount of sand for added traction or switch to 
another product that works at colder temperatures. 

Amount – Pilling up salt does not improve deicing. Make 
sure to spread salt where there is 3 inches between 
granules. 

Location – Only spread salt on locations where needed. 
Excess salt can kill vegetation along driveways, sidewalks, 
and roads. One teaspoon of salt can permanently pollute 5 
gallons of water. 

Time – Apply salt before snowfall or after snow is 
removed. Never apply salt when rain is forecasted.  

Help Protect Our Streams: 
Volunteer in your neighborhood 

Help label storm drains in 
your neighborhood with 
“No Polluting” decals. 
Anything that washes down 
storm drains is carried 
directly to the nearest 
waterway.  

We work with the Butler 
County Storm Water District 
to provide you all of the 
supplies that you need, 

including labels, glue, safety vests and maps showing drain 
locations. 

You can label as large or as small of an area that you 
choose. You can go out anytime it is dry and the 
temperature is comfortable (helps adhesive stick).   

This can be the perfect project for individuals, families, and 
groups.  There have been individuals who label drains 
while walking their dog, and we have had youth groups go 
out with over 30 volunteers tackling a community. 

Call Butler SWCD at 513-887-3720 or email 
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to find out more.  

Only YOU Can Prevent    
Illicit Discharge!  
The term illicit discharge is not just a fancy buzzword for 
stormwater experts. It is something that everyone should 
know about and recognize when to report an incident. 
Illicit discharge is the prohibited introduction of pollutants 
into the stormwater drains. Examples of illicit discharges 
include: 

 Paint, detergents, concrete residue, etc. 
 Oil spills and leaking automotive fluids 
 Grass clippings, garbage, animal waste, or road/

parking lot debris 
 Soaps from car washing 
 Cross-connections of sanitary sewer lines 

Why should you be concerned? Storm water runoff can 
carry non-storm water materials and pollutants directly 
into surrounding surface waters, streams, and rivers. 
Anything that enters the stormwater drains is discharged, 
untreated, into local waterbodies that we depend on for 
recreation and wildlife habitats. Evidence of illicit 
discharges may include: 

 Flows from storm drains 72 hours after a rain event 
 Presence of oily sheens or excessive foam 
 Discoloration of waters 
 Foreign sanitary materials (tissue paper, hygiene 

products, etc.) 
 Excessive vegetation growth 
 Unusual odors associated with the outfall or discharge 

If you suspect an illicit discharge or see someone in the act 
of discharging illicit materials into stormwater drains, 
please contact the Butler County Storm Water District 
(513) 785-4120 or your local city government.  
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Save the Date: 

Butler County 
Farm Day 
Saturday, May 4 
10 am—2 pm 

Reserve Run Farm 
Lanes Mill Rd, Hanover Twp 
 
Please plan to join us at this 
year’s Farm Day event.  Learn 
about life on farm, meet the 
farm animals, and find out 
why conservation is im-
portant.  
 
Butler County Farm Day is 
brought to you by Butler   
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Ohio State Exten-
sion: Butler County and the 
Johnson Family of Reserve 
Run Farm. 

Save the Date: 

Butler Environmental 
Stewardship Team:  
Volunteer Days 
Be one of the BEST and join Butler Soil and Water for some 
conservation volunteer days. Throughout the coming 
months, we plan to remove honeysuckle, label storm 
drains, clean up a stream,  and collect stream biology 
samples. 

April 20—Invasive Removal in Oxford 

May 11—Invasive Removal in Beckett Ridge 

June 22—Indian Creek Metropark. Learn how to conduct 
a biological sample of a stream.  

July 27—TBD 

August 24—Dudley Woods. Learn how to conduct a 
biological sample of a stream.  

September 21—TBD 

October 26—Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River. 
Multiple locations to choose from. 9 am—12 pm 

Find out more at www.butlerswcd.org/volunteer 

 

Farm Bureau 
Legislative /Informational 
Meeting 
Date: Friday, March 1, 2019 
Time: Noon 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler County Farm Bureau will be holding their annual 
legislative/informational meeting on Friday, March 1, 
2019 at noon at the Princeton Road Campus at 1802 
Princeton Road. Join Farm Bureau for a free luncheon at 
this open forum meeting.  This informal meeting is a 
unique opportunity to discuss with officials and other 
leaders the local, state, and federal issues that affect local 
farmers and rural residents. Both members and               
non-members are invited. Please make your reservations 
on or before February 26 to 513-844-8371 or                
farmbureau@cinci.rr.com.  

New ODA         
Director to Visit 
Butler County 
Date: April 8, 2019 
Time: 2:00 pm 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler SWCD along with Hamilton and Warren SWCDs are 
proud to announce that newly appointed Ohio                  
Department of Agriculture Director Dorothy Pelanda will 
conduct a meet and greet on Monday, April 8, 2019 at 
2:00 pm at the Butler SWCD office.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity to meet Director Pelanda. This event is       
informal and will last approximately one hour. For more 
information contact Kelly Crout at 513-887-3720 or 
croutka@butlercountyohio.org. 
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Blind Inlets: An Up and 
Coming Practice 
For years the standard for removing ponds of surface 
water has been riser pipes or WASCOB structures. Which 
oftentimes involve building a bowl or settling basin and 
installing an orange pipe in them. These structures can be 
difficult to farm around, often sustaining damage from 
equipment. Another problem is that these open inlets can 
allow sediment to flow into tile lines, ultimately ending up 
in rivers and streams. Sediment in rivers and streams is a 
pollutant in itself, but this sediment can also be high in 
organic matter and phosphorous, leading to harmful algal 
blooms in the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and the Gulf of 
Mexico. With problems come solutions, and one solution 
that has proven to be quite popular in Indiana and some 
areas of Ohio is blind inlets. 

Blind inlets are a subsurface drainage structure that 
allows water to filter through soil, landscape fabric, and 
gravel  preventing sediment and nutrients from entering 
the tile lines. When properly installed they can have a 
lifespan of 20 years or more. Though best used in areas 
where water has a tendency to pond, they do have other 
uses. Their ability to remove water quickly and efficiently 
make them a popular addition to any drainage system.  
Without a big ugly pipe sticking up in the air they can 
never plug up with corn stalks and there is no sediment 
lost when water flows into them. All adding up to a 
excellent best management practice for any farming 
operation. 

Blind inlets have the potential to qualify for cost share 
funding under USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service EQIP program. For more information on how blind 
inlets can find a place in your operation contact Butler 
SWCD at (513) 887-3720. 

Remembering Norb Lerch  
The Butler SWCD would like to thank Norbert Lerch for his 
years of service. Norb passed away on December 22, 2018, 
just 20 days after his wife, Luella passed.  

Norb was a part of the conservation family for over 40 
years. He graduated from the Ohio State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. He worked for 
the USDA Soil Conservation Service, which is today known 
as the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for 
35 years. Norb helped map soils in many counties, including 
Butler. He was a large contributor to creating our Soils Sur-
vey book of Butler County.  

After leaving the Conservation Service, Norb sat on the But-
ler SWCD board from 2000 to 2008. He was active in the 
local and district FFA soils contests, where he was in charge 
of judging the soils pits. He attended many events for Butler 
SWCD and was a great promoter of conservation.  

Butler SWCD and NRCS will miss Norb, but we know that 
his passion for conservation will live on.  

Norb, the center of the 2007 staff and board of Butler SWCD 

Norb overseeing the 2004 Soils judging contest 
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Poster Contest 
For Grades K-12 
Calling all young artists, can you help others understand 
how important life in the soil is? The poster contest is 
open to every K-12 child in Butler County.  Our winners 
will be sent on to the state contest in July. Hopefully we 
will see a few winners there who will represent Ohio at 
the National Contest. In 2018, Lincoln Puthoff , from 
Butler County won the K-2 category for Ohio last year. 
 
Entry Deadline: Friday, May 3, 2019 
 
All entries must be sent to the Butler SWCD to be 
considered for the state and national contests.  
 
Please see www.butlerswcd.org/poster for all contest 
rules and the judging guidelines.  

Educator 
Workshop 
For Early Childhood  

Saturday, March 16,  2019  
9 am—12 pm 
At Butler SWCD 

Cost: $10 Attendees will 
receive the nationally 
recognized curricula along 
with many other resources 
for their classroom. 

Register by: March 8 

Register online at 
www.ButlerSWCD.org 

Approved for credit: 
Search ST# 10074267 at 
https://occrra.org/ 

Growing Up WILD provides 
an early foundation for 
developing positive 
impressions about the 
natural world and lifelong 
social and academic skills.  

OSU Extension New Ag & Natural               
Resources Educator:  
J.T. Benitez is the newest member at the Ohio State 
University Extension office in Butler County where he is 
the Extension Educator for Agriculture & Natural 
Resources (ANR). J.T. is originally from Southeast Warren 
County and grew up in Extension from a young age. He was 
an eight year member in Warren County 4-H and a four 
year member of the Warren County Junior Fairboard. He 
was also a 4-H Carteens Volunteer and exhibited Swine, 
Chickens, Turkeys and Sheep at the Warren County Fair.  

J.T. attended Eastern Kentucky University, where he 
received his Bachelors of Science in Agriculture/Agri-
Business. Then went on to attend Indiana Wesleyan 
University to receive his Masters of Science in 
Management.  

J.T. has a variety of past experiences in both OSU Extension 
and Purdue University Cooperative Extension offices. His 

most recent position was the 
Extension Educator for 4-H, 
ANR, FCS, and CD in Union 
County, Indiana.  

J.T. is excited to now be in the 
role of an ANR Educator, and 
looks forward to being part of the Butler County Extension 
Program and to be back at THE Ohio State University! 

J.T., his wife Lauren, and son Hollis reside currently in  
Liberty, Indiana but are looking to eventually move to the 
Oxford, Ohio area. J.T. and his family are excited to become 
part of the Butler County community. They enjoy spending 
time with family, living in the country, raising poultry and 
taking care of their garden.  

College 
Scholarship 
Deadline February 28 

The Butler SWCD offers a 
non-renewable $500 
college scholarship to 
Butler County students 
enrolling in classes which 
focus on the conservation of 
our natural resources.  

Eligibility: 

 Applicants must have 
parents or guardians who 
reside in Butler County. 

 Open to students of 
Sophomore status, who 
are pursuing a bachelor 
or associate degree.  

Please visit our website 
www.butlerswcd.org for   
additional eligibility 
requirements and 
guidelines. 
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Butler SWCD 
Mission: To promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources  

through technical assistance and education. 

What to Sponsor our Newsletter?  
Contact our office today 513-887-3720 
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MILDRED BUHI 

Streambank Stabilization 
Workshop 
Monday, April 8  
9:00—11:30 am 

At Carriage Hill House in Liberty Township  
6285 Coach House Way, Liberty Township, OH 45011  

2 CEU Credits Available 

Cost: $5 registration fee to cover refreshments and 
handouts.  

Register Online:  Visit www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop or 
call our office 513-887-3720. 

Local experts will present information on stream 
restoration practices for landowners and professionals, 
permitting requirements, erosion scenarios, stabilization 
practices, and the importance of riparian buffers. 
Streambank stabilization and restoration efforts will also 
be highlighted from The Department of Energy Fernald 
Preserve.  

Questions:  Contact Maddie at Butler SWCD 513-887-
3720 or email maurermr@butlercountyohio.org 

MILDRED BUHI 
12172 STONE MILL RD 
CINCINNATI, OH 45251 

You’re Invited:  
Ag Producer Breakfast  
Tuesday, March 5 
At Butler SWCD 
1802 Princeton Rd, Hamilton 

The  Butler SWCD will be 
holding an Ag Producer 
Breakfast for all producers in 
our County.   

Breakfast begins at 7:30 am with the program starting at 
8:00 am.  

Topics include: FSA/NRCS updates, CAUV, Wildlife diseases 
and permitting, Three Valley Conservation Trust, manure 
management, and more.  

Although this program is free, an RSVP is needed by 
February 22 to estimate food.   

Call our office at 513-887-3720 or email      
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to reserve your spot for 
the breakfast.  

http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
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Fish Sale 
Preorder by: Monday, March 25 

Butler SWCD is holding their first ever fish sale. Pond owners  
can choose from a wide variety of fish including minnows, koi,  
and a large selection of game fish. Interested pond owners can visit  
our website  to find out more about species available. Orders MUST be  
placed by  March 25th to ensure your order will be reserved for pickup  
after the pond clinic. 

Order Online: www.butlerswcd.org/shop 

Order Pickup: Saturday, April 27 after the pond clinic ends (12pm)  
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League, 450 Beissinger Rd, Hamilton.  

Questions: Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

 

Pond Clinic 
Saturday, April 27th from 9 am—12 pm 
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League 450 Beissinger Rd Hamilton, OH.  

Topics include pond construction & repair, pond management, pond safety, invasive 
species, and more. 

Questions:  Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

Well Water Testing: Free Nitrate Testing 

Tuesday, March 19 from 6 - 8 pm 
Collinsville Community Center, 5113 Huston Rd, Collinsville  

Butler and Preble SWCDs are hosting a free nitrate testing of your well water. Annual 
testing is important if the water is consumed by infants, pregnant women, or the elderly. 
Bring a sample of your drinking well water by following the steps below. 

Collect Your Sample: 
 Use a clean jar and rinse out any soap at least three times.  
 Remove any screen or filter from your faucet. 
 Run water for five minutes to clear the lines and bring in fresh water.  
 Collect water within 2 hours of event, or keep it cold. 

 

Bacteria Testing: 
 During the well water event, the first 40 attendees will receive the supplies and 

training to collect a sample for testing bacteria.  
 

Questions: Please contact our office at 513-887-3720 
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Trees for Wildlife 
When we enjoy the beauty of a treasured tree and the 
wildlife it attracts, we often owe thanks to those with the 
foresight and confidence to invest in the future. We can 
show that same spirit of generosity, by planting trees for 
future generations of people and wildlife to enjoy.  

A tree's life cycle moves from seed to seedling, to tree, to 
snag, to decaying into the soil. Along the pathway, they are 
an important element of the landscape for wildlife.  

Living trees support the lives of many organisms large 
and small. Tree are used for food, shelter, and sites for 
reproduction. When the trees mature, animals are able to 
enjoy delicious fruits and foraging opportunities. During 
times of extreme heat or precipitation, animals can seek 
shade and shelter under the trees without being away 
from their food source.   

Snags, standing dead or dying trees, can actually provide 
more habitats for wildlife than alive trees. They are 
important for wildlife in both natural and landscaped 
setting. Large snags offer ideal hunting perches for hawks, 
eagles, and owls. They function as resting perches for 
swallows, band-tailed pigeons, mourning doves and other 
birds; food storage areas for mice, squirrels, woodpeckers, 
and jays; and song perches for tanagers. Small snags may 
be used as posts by songbirds to attract mates and 
proclaim nesting territories. This high use by a myriad of 
species underscores the importance of snags and including 
them in your landscape.   

Decaying logs provide a multitude of benefits. As soon as 
a tree hits the ground and becomes a log, the resources it 
provides begin to change. The bark will loosen and make 
great homes for insects, their eggs, and their larvae. Many 
birds, like woodpeckers and nuthatches, will take 
advantage of the increased bug supply. Small mammals, 
like squirrels and chipmunks use logs extensively as 
runways and lookouts. As the log hollows-out it can 
become a den.  

The dead wood can serve as a ground cover, lessening soil 
erosion and preventing animals from over-browsing plant 
seeds.  They retain moisture and nutrients that aid new 
plant growth and support wildlife.  

Tree Sale 
Order deadline:  March 13, 2019 

Pickup: Thursday, April 4th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Friday, April 5th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Saturday, April 6th 9 am - 12 pm 

Location:   The Farm Zone Building at the  
  Butler County Fairgrounds, Hamilton  

Place your order: Butler and Warren SWCD’s are again 
joining forces for the tree sale. All orders will be processed 
through the Warren SWCD’s website. 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html  

More information about each species: Visit the website 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html. On the product 
page for each species, select Click to view the Catalogue! 

Stream bank stabilization plants: These packs of live 
stakes provide all around protection against expedited 
streambank erosion. The deep roots act as anchors for the 
soil, while the canopy acts like an umbrella against 
precipitation.  

Why purchase from your SWCD: Purchasing a tree 
through your local SWCD means you are getting a tree that 
is priced at-cost. Also, you can feel good knowing your tree 
is well-suited for the region, giving it the best chance of 
survival here in Butler County.  

Care of your seedling: If you intend to plant within 2 
days, keep them in the package in a cool or shaded 
location. 

If planting will be delayed: 
 Make sure the roots and packing material stay damp.  
 Store the package in a cool place, periodically checking 

the condition of the trees’ roots.  
 The longer you wait to plant, the fewer the number 

that will survive, regardless of the care given in 
storage.  

Disclaimer: If conditions exist beyond our control, we   
reserve the right to substitute species in the packets. The 
plants are nursery inspected to be disease free. Butler and 
Warren SWCDs are not responsible for plant survival after 
they have been picked up by the customer. No refunds. 

Photo: ODNR 

https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
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Use the right S.A.L.T.  
Stuff – Typical road salt only works about 15°F. Add a 
small amount of sand for added traction or switch to 
another product that works at colder temperatures. 

Amount – Pilling up salt does not improve deicing. Make 
sure to spread salt where there is 3 inches between 
granules. 

Location – Only spread salt on locations where needed. 
Excess salt can kill vegetation along driveways, sidewalks, 
and roads. One teaspoon of salt can permanently pollute 5 
gallons of water. 

Time – Apply salt before snowfall or after snow is 
removed. Never apply salt when rain is forecasted.  

Help Protect Our Streams: 
Volunteer in your neighborhood 

Help label storm drains in 
your neighborhood with 
“No Polluting” decals. 
Anything that washes down 
storm drains is carried 
directly to the nearest 
waterway.  

We work with the Butler 
County Storm Water District 
to provide you all of the 
supplies that you need, 

including labels, glue, safety vests and maps showing drain 
locations. 

You can label as large or as small of an area that you 
choose. You can go out anytime it is dry and the 
temperature is comfortable (helps adhesive stick).   

This can be the perfect project for individuals, families, and 
groups.  There have been individuals who label drains 
while walking their dog, and we have had youth groups go 
out with over 30 volunteers tackling a community. 

Call Butler SWCD at 513-887-3720 or email 
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to find out more.  

Only YOU Can Prevent    
Illicit Discharge!  
The term illicit discharge is not just a fancy buzzword for 
stormwater experts. It is something that everyone should 
know about and recognize when to report an incident. 
Illicit discharge is the prohibited introduction of pollutants 
into the stormwater drains. Examples of illicit discharges 
include: 

 Paint, detergents, concrete residue, etc. 
 Oil spills and leaking automotive fluids 
 Grass clippings, garbage, animal waste, or road/

parking lot debris 
 Soaps from car washing 
 Cross-connections of sanitary sewer lines 

Why should you be concerned? Storm water runoff can 
carry non-storm water materials and pollutants directly 
into surrounding surface waters, streams, and rivers. 
Anything that enters the stormwater drains is discharged, 
untreated, into local waterbodies that we depend on for 
recreation and wildlife habitats. Evidence of illicit 
discharges may include: 

 Flows from storm drains 72 hours after a rain event 
 Presence of oily sheens or excessive foam 
 Discoloration of waters 
 Foreign sanitary materials (tissue paper, hygiene 

products, etc.) 
 Excessive vegetation growth 
 Unusual odors associated with the outfall or discharge 

If you suspect an illicit discharge or see someone in the act 
of discharging illicit materials into stormwater drains, 
please contact the Butler County Storm Water District 
(513) 785-4120 or your local city government.  
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Save the Date: 

Butler County 
Farm Day 
Saturday, May 4 
10 am—2 pm 

Reserve Run Farm 
Lanes Mill Rd, Hanover Twp 
 
Please plan to join us at this 
year’s Farm Day event.  Learn 
about life on farm, meet the 
farm animals, and find out 
why conservation is im-
portant.  
 
Butler County Farm Day is 
brought to you by Butler   
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Ohio State Exten-
sion: Butler County and the 
Johnson Family of Reserve 
Run Farm. 

Save the Date: 

Butler Environmental 
Stewardship Team:  
Volunteer Days 
Be one of the BEST and join Butler Soil and Water for some 
conservation volunteer days. Throughout the coming 
months, we plan to remove honeysuckle, label storm 
drains, clean up a stream,  and collect stream biology 
samples. 

April 20—Invasive Removal in Oxford 

May 11—Invasive Removal in Beckett Ridge 

June 22—Indian Creek Metropark. Learn how to conduct 
a biological sample of a stream.  

July 27—TBD 

August 24—Dudley Woods. Learn how to conduct a 
biological sample of a stream.  

September 21—TBD 

October 26—Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River. 
Multiple locations to choose from. 9 am—12 pm 

Find out more at www.butlerswcd.org/volunteer 

 

Farm Bureau 
Legislative /Informational 
Meeting 
Date: Friday, March 1, 2019 
Time: Noon 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler County Farm Bureau will be holding their annual 
legislative/informational meeting on Friday, March 1, 
2019 at noon at the Princeton Road Campus at 1802 
Princeton Road. Join Farm Bureau for a free luncheon at 
this open forum meeting.  This informal meeting is a 
unique opportunity to discuss with officials and other 
leaders the local, state, and federal issues that affect local 
farmers and rural residents. Both members and               
non-members are invited. Please make your reservations 
on or before February 26 to 513-844-8371 or                
farmbureau@cinci.rr.com.  

New ODA         
Director to Visit 
Butler County 
Date: April 8, 2019 
Time: 2:00 pm 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler SWCD along with Hamilton and Warren SWCDs are 
proud to announce that newly appointed Ohio                  
Department of Agriculture Director Dorothy Pelanda will 
conduct a meet and greet on Monday, April 8, 2019 at 
2:00 pm at the Butler SWCD office.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity to meet Director Pelanda. This event is       
informal and will last approximately one hour. For more 
information contact Kelly Crout at 513-887-3720 or 
croutka@butlercountyohio.org. 
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Blind Inlets: An Up and 
Coming Practice 
For years the standard for removing ponds of surface 
water has been riser pipes or WASCOB structures. Which 
oftentimes involve building a bowl or settling basin and 
installing an orange pipe in them. These structures can be 
difficult to farm around, often sustaining damage from 
equipment. Another problem is that these open inlets can 
allow sediment to flow into tile lines, ultimately ending up 
in rivers and streams. Sediment in rivers and streams is a 
pollutant in itself, but this sediment can also be high in 
organic matter and phosphorous, leading to harmful algal 
blooms in the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and the Gulf of 
Mexico. With problems come solutions, and one solution 
that has proven to be quite popular in Indiana and some 
areas of Ohio is blind inlets. 

Blind inlets are a subsurface drainage structure that 
allows water to filter through soil, landscape fabric, and 
gravel  preventing sediment and nutrients from entering 
the tile lines. When properly installed they can have a 
lifespan of 20 years or more. Though best used in areas 
where water has a tendency to pond, they do have other 
uses. Their ability to remove water quickly and efficiently 
make them a popular addition to any drainage system.  
Without a big ugly pipe sticking up in the air they can 
never plug up with corn stalks and there is no sediment 
lost when water flows into them. All adding up to a 
excellent best management practice for any farming 
operation. 

Blind inlets have the potential to qualify for cost share 
funding under USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service EQIP program. For more information on how blind 
inlets can find a place in your operation contact Butler 
SWCD at (513) 887-3720. 

Remembering Norb Lerch  
The Butler SWCD would like to thank Norbert Lerch for his 
years of service. Norb passed away on December 22, 2018, 
just 20 days after his wife, Luella passed.  

Norb was a part of the conservation family for over 40 
years. He graduated from the Ohio State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. He worked for 
the USDA Soil Conservation Service, which is today known 
as the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for 
35 years. Norb helped map soils in many counties, including 
Butler. He was a large contributor to creating our Soils Sur-
vey book of Butler County.  

After leaving the Conservation Service, Norb sat on the But-
ler SWCD board from 2000 to 2008. He was active in the 
local and district FFA soils contests, where he was in charge 
of judging the soils pits. He attended many events for Butler 
SWCD and was a great promoter of conservation.  

Butler SWCD and NRCS will miss Norb, but we know that 
his passion for conservation will live on.  

Norb, the center of the 2007 staff and board of Butler SWCD 

Norb overseeing the 2004 Soils judging contest 
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Poster Contest 
For Grades K-12 
Calling all young artists, can you help others understand 
how important life in the soil is? The poster contest is 
open to every K-12 child in Butler County.  Our winners 
will be sent on to the state contest in July. Hopefully we 
will see a few winners there who will represent Ohio at 
the National Contest. In 2018, Lincoln Puthoff , from 
Butler County won the K-2 category for Ohio last year. 
 
Entry Deadline: Friday, May 3, 2019 
 
All entries must be sent to the Butler SWCD to be 
considered for the state and national contests.  
 
Please see www.butlerswcd.org/poster for all contest 
rules and the judging guidelines.  

Educator 
Workshop 
For Early Childhood  

Saturday, March 16,  2019  
9 am—12 pm 
At Butler SWCD 

Cost: $10 Attendees will 
receive the nationally 
recognized curricula along 
with many other resources 
for their classroom. 

Register by: March 8 

Register online at 
www.ButlerSWCD.org 

Approved for credit: 
Search ST# 10074267 at 
https://occrra.org/ 

Growing Up WILD provides 
an early foundation for 
developing positive 
impressions about the 
natural world and lifelong 
social and academic skills.  

OSU Extension New Ag & Natural               
Resources Educator:  
J.T. Benitez is the newest member at the Ohio State 
University Extension office in Butler County where he is 
the Extension Educator for Agriculture & Natural 
Resources (ANR). J.T. is originally from Southeast Warren 
County and grew up in Extension from a young age. He was 
an eight year member in Warren County 4-H and a four 
year member of the Warren County Junior Fairboard. He 
was also a 4-H Carteens Volunteer and exhibited Swine, 
Chickens, Turkeys and Sheep at the Warren County Fair.  

J.T. attended Eastern Kentucky University, where he 
received his Bachelors of Science in Agriculture/Agri-
Business. Then went on to attend Indiana Wesleyan 
University to receive his Masters of Science in 
Management.  

J.T. has a variety of past experiences in both OSU Extension 
and Purdue University Cooperative Extension offices. His 

most recent position was the 
Extension Educator for 4-H, 
ANR, FCS, and CD in Union 
County, Indiana.  

J.T. is excited to now be in the 
role of an ANR Educator, and 
looks forward to being part of the Butler County Extension 
Program and to be back at THE Ohio State University! 

J.T., his wife Lauren, and son Hollis reside currently in  
Liberty, Indiana but are looking to eventually move to the 
Oxford, Ohio area. J.T. and his family are excited to become 
part of the Butler County community. They enjoy spending 
time with family, living in the country, raising poultry and 
taking care of their garden.  

College 
Scholarship 
Deadline February 28 

The Butler SWCD offers a 
non-renewable $500 
college scholarship to 
Butler County students 
enrolling in classes which 
focus on the conservation of 
our natural resources.  

Eligibility: 

 Applicants must have 
parents or guardians who 
reside in Butler County. 

 Open to students of 
Sophomore status, who 
are pursuing a bachelor 
or associate degree.  

Please visit our website 
www.butlerswcd.org for   
additional eligibility 
requirements and 
guidelines. 
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Butler SWCD 
Mission: To promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources  

through technical assistance and education. 

What to Sponsor our Newsletter?  
Contact our office today 513-887-3720 
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RONALD EMERSON 

Streambank Stabilization 
Workshop 
Monday, April 8  
9:00—11:30 am 

At Carriage Hill House in Liberty Township  
6285 Coach House Way, Liberty Township, OH 45011  

2 CEU Credits Available 

Cost: $5 registration fee to cover refreshments and 
handouts.  

Register Online:  Visit www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop or 
call our office 513-887-3720. 

Local experts will present information on stream 
restoration practices for landowners and professionals, 
permitting requirements, erosion scenarios, stabilization 
practices, and the importance of riparian buffers. 
Streambank stabilization and restoration efforts will also 
be highlighted from The Department of Energy Fernald 
Preserve.  

Questions:  Contact Maddie at Butler SWCD 513-887-
3720 or email maurermr@butlercountyohio.org 

RONALD EMERSON 
5512 SPRINGDALE RD 
CINCINNATI, OH 45251 

You’re Invited:  
Ag Producer Breakfast  
Tuesday, March 5 
At Butler SWCD 
1802 Princeton Rd, Hamilton 

The  Butler SWCD will be 
holding an Ag Producer 
Breakfast for all producers in 
our County.   

Breakfast begins at 7:30 am with the program starting at 
8:00 am.  

Topics include: FSA/NRCS updates, CAUV, Wildlife diseases 
and permitting, Three Valley Conservation Trust, manure 
management, and more.  

Although this program is free, an RSVP is needed by 
February 22 to estimate food.   

Call our office at 513-887-3720 or email      
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to reserve your spot for 
the breakfast.  

http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
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Fish Sale 
Preorder by: Monday, March 25 

Butler SWCD is holding their first ever fish sale. Pond owners  
can choose from a wide variety of fish including minnows, koi,  
and a large selection of game fish. Interested pond owners can visit  
our website  to find out more about species available. Orders MUST be  
placed by  March 25th to ensure your order will be reserved for pickup  
after the pond clinic. 

Order Online: www.butlerswcd.org/shop 

Order Pickup: Saturday, April 27 after the pond clinic ends (12pm)  
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League, 450 Beissinger Rd, Hamilton.  

Questions: Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

 

Pond Clinic 
Saturday, April 27th from 9 am—12 pm 
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League 450 Beissinger Rd Hamilton, OH.  

Topics include pond construction & repair, pond management, pond safety, invasive 
species, and more. 

Questions:  Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

Well Water Testing: Free Nitrate Testing 

Tuesday, March 19 from 6 - 8 pm 
Collinsville Community Center, 5113 Huston Rd, Collinsville  

Butler and Preble SWCDs are hosting a free nitrate testing of your well water. Annual 
testing is important if the water is consumed by infants, pregnant women, or the elderly. 
Bring a sample of your drinking well water by following the steps below. 

Collect Your Sample: 
 Use a clean jar and rinse out any soap at least three times.  
 Remove any screen or filter from your faucet. 
 Run water for five minutes to clear the lines and bring in fresh water.  
 Collect water within 2 hours of event, or keep it cold. 

 

Bacteria Testing: 
 During the well water event, the first 40 attendees will receive the supplies and 

training to collect a sample for testing bacteria.  
 

Questions: Please contact our office at 513-887-3720 
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Trees for Wildlife 
When we enjoy the beauty of a treasured tree and the 
wildlife it attracts, we often owe thanks to those with the 
foresight and confidence to invest in the future. We can 
show that same spirit of generosity, by planting trees for 
future generations of people and wildlife to enjoy.  

A tree's life cycle moves from seed to seedling, to tree, to 
snag, to decaying into the soil. Along the pathway, they are 
an important element of the landscape for wildlife.  

Living trees support the lives of many organisms large 
and small. Tree are used for food, shelter, and sites for 
reproduction. When the trees mature, animals are able to 
enjoy delicious fruits and foraging opportunities. During 
times of extreme heat or precipitation, animals can seek 
shade and shelter under the trees without being away 
from their food source.   

Snags, standing dead or dying trees, can actually provide 
more habitats for wildlife than alive trees. They are 
important for wildlife in both natural and landscaped 
setting. Large snags offer ideal hunting perches for hawks, 
eagles, and owls. They function as resting perches for 
swallows, band-tailed pigeons, mourning doves and other 
birds; food storage areas for mice, squirrels, woodpeckers, 
and jays; and song perches for tanagers. Small snags may 
be used as posts by songbirds to attract mates and 
proclaim nesting territories. This high use by a myriad of 
species underscores the importance of snags and including 
them in your landscape.   

Decaying logs provide a multitude of benefits. As soon as 
a tree hits the ground and becomes a log, the resources it 
provides begin to change. The bark will loosen and make 
great homes for insects, their eggs, and their larvae. Many 
birds, like woodpeckers and nuthatches, will take 
advantage of the increased bug supply. Small mammals, 
like squirrels and chipmunks use logs extensively as 
runways and lookouts. As the log hollows-out it can 
become a den.  

The dead wood can serve as a ground cover, lessening soil 
erosion and preventing animals from over-browsing plant 
seeds.  They retain moisture and nutrients that aid new 
plant growth and support wildlife.  

Tree Sale 
Order deadline:  March 13, 2019 

Pickup: Thursday, April 4th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Friday, April 5th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Saturday, April 6th 9 am - 12 pm 

Location:   The Farm Zone Building at the  
  Butler County Fairgrounds, Hamilton  

Place your order: Butler and Warren SWCD’s are again 
joining forces for the tree sale. All orders will be processed 
through the Warren SWCD’s website. 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html  

More information about each species: Visit the website 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html. On the product 
page for each species, select Click to view the Catalogue! 

Stream bank stabilization plants: These packs of live 
stakes provide all around protection against expedited 
streambank erosion. The deep roots act as anchors for the 
soil, while the canopy acts like an umbrella against 
precipitation.  

Why purchase from your SWCD: Purchasing a tree 
through your local SWCD means you are getting a tree that 
is priced at-cost. Also, you can feel good knowing your tree 
is well-suited for the region, giving it the best chance of 
survival here in Butler County.  

Care of your seedling: If you intend to plant within 2 
days, keep them in the package in a cool or shaded 
location. 

If planting will be delayed: 
 Make sure the roots and packing material stay damp.  
 Store the package in a cool place, periodically checking 

the condition of the trees’ roots.  
 The longer you wait to plant, the fewer the number 

that will survive, regardless of the care given in 
storage.  

Disclaimer: If conditions exist beyond our control, we   
reserve the right to substitute species in the packets. The 
plants are nursery inspected to be disease free. Butler and 
Warren SWCDs are not responsible for plant survival after 
they have been picked up by the customer. No refunds. 

Photo: ODNR 

https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
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Use the right S.A.L.T.  
Stuff – Typical road salt only works about 15°F. Add a 
small amount of sand for added traction or switch to 
another product that works at colder temperatures. 

Amount – Pilling up salt does not improve deicing. Make 
sure to spread salt where there is 3 inches between 
granules. 

Location – Only spread salt on locations where needed. 
Excess salt can kill vegetation along driveways, sidewalks, 
and roads. One teaspoon of salt can permanently pollute 5 
gallons of water. 

Time – Apply salt before snowfall or after snow is 
removed. Never apply salt when rain is forecasted.  

Help Protect Our Streams: 
Volunteer in your neighborhood 

Help label storm drains in 
your neighborhood with 
“No Polluting” decals. 
Anything that washes down 
storm drains is carried 
directly to the nearest 
waterway.  

We work with the Butler 
County Storm Water District 
to provide you all of the 
supplies that you need, 

including labels, glue, safety vests and maps showing drain 
locations. 

You can label as large or as small of an area that you 
choose. You can go out anytime it is dry and the 
temperature is comfortable (helps adhesive stick).   

This can be the perfect project for individuals, families, and 
groups.  There have been individuals who label drains 
while walking their dog, and we have had youth groups go 
out with over 30 volunteers tackling a community. 

Call Butler SWCD at 513-887-3720 or email 
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to find out more.  

Only YOU Can Prevent    
Illicit Discharge!  
The term illicit discharge is not just a fancy buzzword for 
stormwater experts. It is something that everyone should 
know about and recognize when to report an incident. 
Illicit discharge is the prohibited introduction of pollutants 
into the stormwater drains. Examples of illicit discharges 
include: 

 Paint, detergents, concrete residue, etc. 
 Oil spills and leaking automotive fluids 
 Grass clippings, garbage, animal waste, or road/

parking lot debris 
 Soaps from car washing 
 Cross-connections of sanitary sewer lines 

Why should you be concerned? Storm water runoff can 
carry non-storm water materials and pollutants directly 
into surrounding surface waters, streams, and rivers. 
Anything that enters the stormwater drains is discharged, 
untreated, into local waterbodies that we depend on for 
recreation and wildlife habitats. Evidence of illicit 
discharges may include: 

 Flows from storm drains 72 hours after a rain event 
 Presence of oily sheens or excessive foam 
 Discoloration of waters 
 Foreign sanitary materials (tissue paper, hygiene 

products, etc.) 
 Excessive vegetation growth 
 Unusual odors associated with the outfall or discharge 

If you suspect an illicit discharge or see someone in the act 
of discharging illicit materials into stormwater drains, 
please contact the Butler County Storm Water District 
(513) 785-4120 or your local city government.  
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Save the Date: 

Butler County 
Farm Day 
Saturday, May 4 
10 am—2 pm 

Reserve Run Farm 
Lanes Mill Rd, Hanover Twp 
 
Please plan to join us at this 
year’s Farm Day event.  Learn 
about life on farm, meet the 
farm animals, and find out 
why conservation is im-
portant.  
 
Butler County Farm Day is 
brought to you by Butler   
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Ohio State Exten-
sion: Butler County and the 
Johnson Family of Reserve 
Run Farm. 

Save the Date: 

Butler Environmental 
Stewardship Team:  
Volunteer Days 
Be one of the BEST and join Butler Soil and Water for some 
conservation volunteer days. Throughout the coming 
months, we plan to remove honeysuckle, label storm 
drains, clean up a stream,  and collect stream biology 
samples. 

April 20—Invasive Removal in Oxford 

May 11—Invasive Removal in Beckett Ridge 

June 22—Indian Creek Metropark. Learn how to conduct 
a biological sample of a stream.  

July 27—TBD 

August 24—Dudley Woods. Learn how to conduct a 
biological sample of a stream.  

September 21—TBD 

October 26—Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River. 
Multiple locations to choose from. 9 am—12 pm 

Find out more at www.butlerswcd.org/volunteer 

 

Farm Bureau 
Legislative /Informational 
Meeting 
Date: Friday, March 1, 2019 
Time: Noon 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler County Farm Bureau will be holding their annual 
legislative/informational meeting on Friday, March 1, 
2019 at noon at the Princeton Road Campus at 1802 
Princeton Road. Join Farm Bureau for a free luncheon at 
this open forum meeting.  This informal meeting is a 
unique opportunity to discuss with officials and other 
leaders the local, state, and federal issues that affect local 
farmers and rural residents. Both members and               
non-members are invited. Please make your reservations 
on or before February 26 to 513-844-8371 or                
farmbureau@cinci.rr.com.  

New ODA         
Director to Visit 
Butler County 
Date: April 8, 2019 
Time: 2:00 pm 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler SWCD along with Hamilton and Warren SWCDs are 
proud to announce that newly appointed Ohio                  
Department of Agriculture Director Dorothy Pelanda will 
conduct a meet and greet on Monday, April 8, 2019 at 
2:00 pm at the Butler SWCD office.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity to meet Director Pelanda. This event is       
informal and will last approximately one hour. For more 
information contact Kelly Crout at 513-887-3720 or 
croutka@butlercountyohio.org. 
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Blind Inlets: An Up and 
Coming Practice 
For years the standard for removing ponds of surface 
water has been riser pipes or WASCOB structures. Which 
oftentimes involve building a bowl or settling basin and 
installing an orange pipe in them. These structures can be 
difficult to farm around, often sustaining damage from 
equipment. Another problem is that these open inlets can 
allow sediment to flow into tile lines, ultimately ending up 
in rivers and streams. Sediment in rivers and streams is a 
pollutant in itself, but this sediment can also be high in 
organic matter and phosphorous, leading to harmful algal 
blooms in the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and the Gulf of 
Mexico. With problems come solutions, and one solution 
that has proven to be quite popular in Indiana and some 
areas of Ohio is blind inlets. 

Blind inlets are a subsurface drainage structure that 
allows water to filter through soil, landscape fabric, and 
gravel  preventing sediment and nutrients from entering 
the tile lines. When properly installed they can have a 
lifespan of 20 years or more. Though best used in areas 
where water has a tendency to pond, they do have other 
uses. Their ability to remove water quickly and efficiently 
make them a popular addition to any drainage system.  
Without a big ugly pipe sticking up in the air they can 
never plug up with corn stalks and there is no sediment 
lost when water flows into them. All adding up to a 
excellent best management practice for any farming 
operation. 

Blind inlets have the potential to qualify for cost share 
funding under USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service EQIP program. For more information on how blind 
inlets can find a place in your operation contact Butler 
SWCD at (513) 887-3720. 

Remembering Norb Lerch  
The Butler SWCD would like to thank Norbert Lerch for his 
years of service. Norb passed away on December 22, 2018, 
just 20 days after his wife, Luella passed.  

Norb was a part of the conservation family for over 40 
years. He graduated from the Ohio State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. He worked for 
the USDA Soil Conservation Service, which is today known 
as the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for 
35 years. Norb helped map soils in many counties, including 
Butler. He was a large contributor to creating our Soils Sur-
vey book of Butler County.  

After leaving the Conservation Service, Norb sat on the But-
ler SWCD board from 2000 to 2008. He was active in the 
local and district FFA soils contests, where he was in charge 
of judging the soils pits. He attended many events for Butler 
SWCD and was a great promoter of conservation.  

Butler SWCD and NRCS will miss Norb, but we know that 
his passion for conservation will live on.  

Norb, the center of the 2007 staff and board of Butler SWCD 

Norb overseeing the 2004 Soils judging contest 
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Poster Contest 
For Grades K-12 
Calling all young artists, can you help others understand 
how important life in the soil is? The poster contest is 
open to every K-12 child in Butler County.  Our winners 
will be sent on to the state contest in July. Hopefully we 
will see a few winners there who will represent Ohio at 
the National Contest. In 2018, Lincoln Puthoff , from 
Butler County won the K-2 category for Ohio last year. 
 
Entry Deadline: Friday, May 3, 2019 
 
All entries must be sent to the Butler SWCD to be 
considered for the state and national contests.  
 
Please see www.butlerswcd.org/poster for all contest 
rules and the judging guidelines.  

Educator 
Workshop 
For Early Childhood  

Saturday, March 16,  2019  
9 am—12 pm 
At Butler SWCD 

Cost: $10 Attendees will 
receive the nationally 
recognized curricula along 
with many other resources 
for their classroom. 

Register by: March 8 

Register online at 
www.ButlerSWCD.org 

Approved for credit: 
Search ST# 10074267 at 
https://occrra.org/ 

Growing Up WILD provides 
an early foundation for 
developing positive 
impressions about the 
natural world and lifelong 
social and academic skills.  

OSU Extension New Ag & Natural               
Resources Educator:  
J.T. Benitez is the newest member at the Ohio State 
University Extension office in Butler County where he is 
the Extension Educator for Agriculture & Natural 
Resources (ANR). J.T. is originally from Southeast Warren 
County and grew up in Extension from a young age. He was 
an eight year member in Warren County 4-H and a four 
year member of the Warren County Junior Fairboard. He 
was also a 4-H Carteens Volunteer and exhibited Swine, 
Chickens, Turkeys and Sheep at the Warren County Fair.  

J.T. attended Eastern Kentucky University, where he 
received his Bachelors of Science in Agriculture/Agri-
Business. Then went on to attend Indiana Wesleyan 
University to receive his Masters of Science in 
Management.  

J.T. has a variety of past experiences in both OSU Extension 
and Purdue University Cooperative Extension offices. His 

most recent position was the 
Extension Educator for 4-H, 
ANR, FCS, and CD in Union 
County, Indiana.  

J.T. is excited to now be in the 
role of an ANR Educator, and 
looks forward to being part of the Butler County Extension 
Program and to be back at THE Ohio State University! 

J.T., his wife Lauren, and son Hollis reside currently in  
Liberty, Indiana but are looking to eventually move to the 
Oxford, Ohio area. J.T. and his family are excited to become 
part of the Butler County community. They enjoy spending 
time with family, living in the country, raising poultry and 
taking care of their garden.  

College 
Scholarship 
Deadline February 28 

The Butler SWCD offers a 
non-renewable $500 
college scholarship to 
Butler County students 
enrolling in classes which 
focus on the conservation of 
our natural resources.  

Eligibility: 

 Applicants must have 
parents or guardians who 
reside in Butler County. 

 Open to students of 
Sophomore status, who 
are pursuing a bachelor 
or associate degree.  

Please visit our website 
www.butlerswcd.org for   
additional eligibility 
requirements and 
guidelines. 
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Mission: To promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources  

through technical assistance and education. 

What to Sponsor our Newsletter?  
Contact our office today 513-887-3720 
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ALAMANZER HARP 

Streambank Stabilization 
Workshop 
Monday, April 8  
9:00—11:30 am 

At Carriage Hill House in Liberty Township  
6285 Coach House Way, Liberty Township, OH 45011  

2 CEU Credits Available 

Cost: $5 registration fee to cover refreshments and 
handouts.  

Register Online:  Visit www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop or 
call our office 513-887-3720. 

Local experts will present information on stream 
restoration practices for landowners and professionals, 
permitting requirements, erosion scenarios, stabilization 
practices, and the importance of riparian buffers. 
Streambank stabilization and restoration efforts will also 
be highlighted from The Department of Energy Fernald 
Preserve.  

Questions:  Contact Maddie at Butler SWCD 513-887-
3720 or email maurermr@butlercountyohio.org 

ALAMANZER HARP 
3257 STRUBLE RD 
CINCINNATI, OH 45251 

You’re Invited:  
Ag Producer Breakfast  
Tuesday, March 5 
At Butler SWCD 
1802 Princeton Rd, Hamilton 

The  Butler SWCD will be 
holding an Ag Producer 
Breakfast for all producers in 
our County.   

Breakfast begins at 7:30 am with the program starting at 
8:00 am.  

Topics include: FSA/NRCS updates, CAUV, Wildlife diseases 
and permitting, Three Valley Conservation Trust, manure 
management, and more.  

Although this program is free, an RSVP is needed by 
February 22 to estimate food.   

Call our office at 513-887-3720 or email      
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to reserve your spot for 
the breakfast.  

http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
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Fish Sale 
Preorder by: Monday, March 25 

Butler SWCD is holding their first ever fish sale. Pond owners  
can choose from a wide variety of fish including minnows, koi,  
and a large selection of game fish. Interested pond owners can visit  
our website  to find out more about species available. Orders MUST be  
placed by  March 25th to ensure your order will be reserved for pickup  
after the pond clinic. 

Order Online: www.butlerswcd.org/shop 

Order Pickup: Saturday, April 27 after the pond clinic ends (12pm)  
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League, 450 Beissinger Rd, Hamilton.  

Questions: Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

 

Pond Clinic 
Saturday, April 27th from 9 am—12 pm 
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League 450 Beissinger Rd Hamilton, OH.  

Topics include pond construction & repair, pond management, pond safety, invasive 
species, and more. 

Questions:  Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

Well Water Testing: Free Nitrate Testing 

Tuesday, March 19 from 6 - 8 pm 
Collinsville Community Center, 5113 Huston Rd, Collinsville  

Butler and Preble SWCDs are hosting a free nitrate testing of your well water. Annual 
testing is important if the water is consumed by infants, pregnant women, or the elderly. 
Bring a sample of your drinking well water by following the steps below. 

Collect Your Sample: 
 Use a clean jar and rinse out any soap at least three times.  
 Remove any screen or filter from your faucet. 
 Run water for five minutes to clear the lines and bring in fresh water.  
 Collect water within 2 hours of event, or keep it cold. 

 

Bacteria Testing: 
 During the well water event, the first 40 attendees will receive the supplies and 

training to collect a sample for testing bacteria.  
 

Questions: Please contact our office at 513-887-3720 
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Trees for Wildlife 
When we enjoy the beauty of a treasured tree and the 
wildlife it attracts, we often owe thanks to those with the 
foresight and confidence to invest in the future. We can 
show that same spirit of generosity, by planting trees for 
future generations of people and wildlife to enjoy.  

A tree's life cycle moves from seed to seedling, to tree, to 
snag, to decaying into the soil. Along the pathway, they are 
an important element of the landscape for wildlife.  

Living trees support the lives of many organisms large 
and small. Tree are used for food, shelter, and sites for 
reproduction. When the trees mature, animals are able to 
enjoy delicious fruits and foraging opportunities. During 
times of extreme heat or precipitation, animals can seek 
shade and shelter under the trees without being away 
from their food source.   

Snags, standing dead or dying trees, can actually provide 
more habitats for wildlife than alive trees. They are 
important for wildlife in both natural and landscaped 
setting. Large snags offer ideal hunting perches for hawks, 
eagles, and owls. They function as resting perches for 
swallows, band-tailed pigeons, mourning doves and other 
birds; food storage areas for mice, squirrels, woodpeckers, 
and jays; and song perches for tanagers. Small snags may 
be used as posts by songbirds to attract mates and 
proclaim nesting territories. This high use by a myriad of 
species underscores the importance of snags and including 
them in your landscape.   

Decaying logs provide a multitude of benefits. As soon as 
a tree hits the ground and becomes a log, the resources it 
provides begin to change. The bark will loosen and make 
great homes for insects, their eggs, and their larvae. Many 
birds, like woodpeckers and nuthatches, will take 
advantage of the increased bug supply. Small mammals, 
like squirrels and chipmunks use logs extensively as 
runways and lookouts. As the log hollows-out it can 
become a den.  

The dead wood can serve as a ground cover, lessening soil 
erosion and preventing animals from over-browsing plant 
seeds.  They retain moisture and nutrients that aid new 
plant growth and support wildlife.  

Tree Sale 
Order deadline:  March 13, 2019 

Pickup: Thursday, April 4th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Friday, April 5th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Saturday, April 6th 9 am - 12 pm 

Location:   The Farm Zone Building at the  
  Butler County Fairgrounds, Hamilton  

Place your order: Butler and Warren SWCD’s are again 
joining forces for the tree sale. All orders will be processed 
through the Warren SWCD’s website. 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html  

More information about each species: Visit the website 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html. On the product 
page for each species, select Click to view the Catalogue! 

Stream bank stabilization plants: These packs of live 
stakes provide all around protection against expedited 
streambank erosion. The deep roots act as anchors for the 
soil, while the canopy acts like an umbrella against 
precipitation.  

Why purchase from your SWCD: Purchasing a tree 
through your local SWCD means you are getting a tree that 
is priced at-cost. Also, you can feel good knowing your tree 
is well-suited for the region, giving it the best chance of 
survival here in Butler County.  

Care of your seedling: If you intend to plant within 2 
days, keep them in the package in a cool or shaded 
location. 

If planting will be delayed: 
 Make sure the roots and packing material stay damp.  
 Store the package in a cool place, periodically checking 

the condition of the trees’ roots.  
 The longer you wait to plant, the fewer the number 

that will survive, regardless of the care given in 
storage.  

Disclaimer: If conditions exist beyond our control, we   
reserve the right to substitute species in the packets. The 
plants are nursery inspected to be disease free. Butler and 
Warren SWCDs are not responsible for plant survival after 
they have been picked up by the customer. No refunds. 

Photo: ODNR 

https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
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Use the right S.A.L.T.  
Stuff – Typical road salt only works about 15°F. Add a 
small amount of sand for added traction or switch to 
another product that works at colder temperatures. 

Amount – Pilling up salt does not improve deicing. Make 
sure to spread salt where there is 3 inches between 
granules. 

Location – Only spread salt on locations where needed. 
Excess salt can kill vegetation along driveways, sidewalks, 
and roads. One teaspoon of salt can permanently pollute 5 
gallons of water. 

Time – Apply salt before snowfall or after snow is 
removed. Never apply salt when rain is forecasted.  

Help Protect Our Streams: 
Volunteer in your neighborhood 

Help label storm drains in 
your neighborhood with 
“No Polluting” decals. 
Anything that washes down 
storm drains is carried 
directly to the nearest 
waterway.  

We work with the Butler 
County Storm Water District 
to provide you all of the 
supplies that you need, 

including labels, glue, safety vests and maps showing drain 
locations. 

You can label as large or as small of an area that you 
choose. You can go out anytime it is dry and the 
temperature is comfortable (helps adhesive stick).   

This can be the perfect project for individuals, families, and 
groups.  There have been individuals who label drains 
while walking their dog, and we have had youth groups go 
out with over 30 volunteers tackling a community. 

Call Butler SWCD at 513-887-3720 or email 
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to find out more.  

Only YOU Can Prevent    
Illicit Discharge!  
The term illicit discharge is not just a fancy buzzword for 
stormwater experts. It is something that everyone should 
know about and recognize when to report an incident. 
Illicit discharge is the prohibited introduction of pollutants 
into the stormwater drains. Examples of illicit discharges 
include: 

 Paint, detergents, concrete residue, etc. 
 Oil spills and leaking automotive fluids 
 Grass clippings, garbage, animal waste, or road/

parking lot debris 
 Soaps from car washing 
 Cross-connections of sanitary sewer lines 

Why should you be concerned? Storm water runoff can 
carry non-storm water materials and pollutants directly 
into surrounding surface waters, streams, and rivers. 
Anything that enters the stormwater drains is discharged, 
untreated, into local waterbodies that we depend on for 
recreation and wildlife habitats. Evidence of illicit 
discharges may include: 

 Flows from storm drains 72 hours after a rain event 
 Presence of oily sheens or excessive foam 
 Discoloration of waters 
 Foreign sanitary materials (tissue paper, hygiene 

products, etc.) 
 Excessive vegetation growth 
 Unusual odors associated with the outfall or discharge 

If you suspect an illicit discharge or see someone in the act 
of discharging illicit materials into stormwater drains, 
please contact the Butler County Storm Water District 
(513) 785-4120 or your local city government.  
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Save the Date: 

Butler County 
Farm Day 
Saturday, May 4 
10 am—2 pm 

Reserve Run Farm 
Lanes Mill Rd, Hanover Twp 
 
Please plan to join us at this 
year’s Farm Day event.  Learn 
about life on farm, meet the 
farm animals, and find out 
why conservation is im-
portant.  
 
Butler County Farm Day is 
brought to you by Butler   
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Ohio State Exten-
sion: Butler County and the 
Johnson Family of Reserve 
Run Farm. 

Save the Date: 

Butler Environmental 
Stewardship Team:  
Volunteer Days 
Be one of the BEST and join Butler Soil and Water for some 
conservation volunteer days. Throughout the coming 
months, we plan to remove honeysuckle, label storm 
drains, clean up a stream,  and collect stream biology 
samples. 

April 20—Invasive Removal in Oxford 

May 11—Invasive Removal in Beckett Ridge 

June 22—Indian Creek Metropark. Learn how to conduct 
a biological sample of a stream.  

July 27—TBD 

August 24—Dudley Woods. Learn how to conduct a 
biological sample of a stream.  

September 21—TBD 

October 26—Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River. 
Multiple locations to choose from. 9 am—12 pm 

Find out more at www.butlerswcd.org/volunteer 

 

Farm Bureau 
Legislative /Informational 
Meeting 
Date: Friday, March 1, 2019 
Time: Noon 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler County Farm Bureau will be holding their annual 
legislative/informational meeting on Friday, March 1, 
2019 at noon at the Princeton Road Campus at 1802 
Princeton Road. Join Farm Bureau for a free luncheon at 
this open forum meeting.  This informal meeting is a 
unique opportunity to discuss with officials and other 
leaders the local, state, and federal issues that affect local 
farmers and rural residents. Both members and               
non-members are invited. Please make your reservations 
on or before February 26 to 513-844-8371 or                
farmbureau@cinci.rr.com.  

New ODA         
Director to Visit 
Butler County 
Date: April 8, 2019 
Time: 2:00 pm 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler SWCD along with Hamilton and Warren SWCDs are 
proud to announce that newly appointed Ohio                  
Department of Agriculture Director Dorothy Pelanda will 
conduct a meet and greet on Monday, April 8, 2019 at 
2:00 pm at the Butler SWCD office.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity to meet Director Pelanda. This event is       
informal and will last approximately one hour. For more 
information contact Kelly Crout at 513-887-3720 or 
croutka@butlercountyohio.org. 
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Blind Inlets: An Up and 
Coming Practice 
For years the standard for removing ponds of surface 
water has been riser pipes or WASCOB structures. Which 
oftentimes involve building a bowl or settling basin and 
installing an orange pipe in them. These structures can be 
difficult to farm around, often sustaining damage from 
equipment. Another problem is that these open inlets can 
allow sediment to flow into tile lines, ultimately ending up 
in rivers and streams. Sediment in rivers and streams is a 
pollutant in itself, but this sediment can also be high in 
organic matter and phosphorous, leading to harmful algal 
blooms in the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and the Gulf of 
Mexico. With problems come solutions, and one solution 
that has proven to be quite popular in Indiana and some 
areas of Ohio is blind inlets. 

Blind inlets are a subsurface drainage structure that 
allows water to filter through soil, landscape fabric, and 
gravel  preventing sediment and nutrients from entering 
the tile lines. When properly installed they can have a 
lifespan of 20 years or more. Though best used in areas 
where water has a tendency to pond, they do have other 
uses. Their ability to remove water quickly and efficiently 
make them a popular addition to any drainage system.  
Without a big ugly pipe sticking up in the air they can 
never plug up with corn stalks and there is no sediment 
lost when water flows into them. All adding up to a 
excellent best management practice for any farming 
operation. 

Blind inlets have the potential to qualify for cost share 
funding under USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service EQIP program. For more information on how blind 
inlets can find a place in your operation contact Butler 
SWCD at (513) 887-3720. 

Remembering Norb Lerch  
The Butler SWCD would like to thank Norbert Lerch for his 
years of service. Norb passed away on December 22, 2018, 
just 20 days after his wife, Luella passed.  

Norb was a part of the conservation family for over 40 
years. He graduated from the Ohio State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. He worked for 
the USDA Soil Conservation Service, which is today known 
as the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for 
35 years. Norb helped map soils in many counties, including 
Butler. He was a large contributor to creating our Soils Sur-
vey book of Butler County.  

After leaving the Conservation Service, Norb sat on the But-
ler SWCD board from 2000 to 2008. He was active in the 
local and district FFA soils contests, where he was in charge 
of judging the soils pits. He attended many events for Butler 
SWCD and was a great promoter of conservation.  

Butler SWCD and NRCS will miss Norb, but we know that 
his passion for conservation will live on.  

Norb, the center of the 2007 staff and board of Butler SWCD 

Norb overseeing the 2004 Soils judging contest 
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Poster Contest 
For Grades K-12 
Calling all young artists, can you help others understand 
how important life in the soil is? The poster contest is 
open to every K-12 child in Butler County.  Our winners 
will be sent on to the state contest in July. Hopefully we 
will see a few winners there who will represent Ohio at 
the National Contest. In 2018, Lincoln Puthoff , from 
Butler County won the K-2 category for Ohio last year. 
 
Entry Deadline: Friday, May 3, 2019 
 
All entries must be sent to the Butler SWCD to be 
considered for the state and national contests.  
 
Please see www.butlerswcd.org/poster for all contest 
rules and the judging guidelines.  

Educator 
Workshop 
For Early Childhood  

Saturday, March 16,  2019  
9 am—12 pm 
At Butler SWCD 

Cost: $10 Attendees will 
receive the nationally 
recognized curricula along 
with many other resources 
for their classroom. 

Register by: March 8 

Register online at 
www.ButlerSWCD.org 

Approved for credit: 
Search ST# 10074267 at 
https://occrra.org/ 

Growing Up WILD provides 
an early foundation for 
developing positive 
impressions about the 
natural world and lifelong 
social and academic skills.  

OSU Extension New Ag & Natural               
Resources Educator:  
J.T. Benitez is the newest member at the Ohio State 
University Extension office in Butler County where he is 
the Extension Educator for Agriculture & Natural 
Resources (ANR). J.T. is originally from Southeast Warren 
County and grew up in Extension from a young age. He was 
an eight year member in Warren County 4-H and a four 
year member of the Warren County Junior Fairboard. He 
was also a 4-H Carteens Volunteer and exhibited Swine, 
Chickens, Turkeys and Sheep at the Warren County Fair.  

J.T. attended Eastern Kentucky University, where he 
received his Bachelors of Science in Agriculture/Agri-
Business. Then went on to attend Indiana Wesleyan 
University to receive his Masters of Science in 
Management.  

J.T. has a variety of past experiences in both OSU Extension 
and Purdue University Cooperative Extension offices. His 

most recent position was the 
Extension Educator for 4-H, 
ANR, FCS, and CD in Union 
County, Indiana.  

J.T. is excited to now be in the 
role of an ANR Educator, and 
looks forward to being part of the Butler County Extension 
Program and to be back at THE Ohio State University! 

J.T., his wife Lauren, and son Hollis reside currently in  
Liberty, Indiana but are looking to eventually move to the 
Oxford, Ohio area. J.T. and his family are excited to become 
part of the Butler County community. They enjoy spending 
time with family, living in the country, raising poultry and 
taking care of their garden.  

College 
Scholarship 
Deadline February 28 

The Butler SWCD offers a 
non-renewable $500 
college scholarship to 
Butler County students 
enrolling in classes which 
focus on the conservation of 
our natural resources.  

Eligibility: 

 Applicants must have 
parents or guardians who 
reside in Butler County. 

 Open to students of 
Sophomore status, who 
are pursuing a bachelor 
or associate degree.  

Please visit our website 
www.butlerswcd.org for   
additional eligibility 
requirements and 
guidelines. 
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Butler SWCD 
Mission: To promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources  

through technical assistance and education. 

What to Sponsor our Newsletter?  
Contact our office today 513-887-3720 
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BRUNO JAEGER 

Streambank Stabilization 
Workshop 
Monday, April 8  
9:00—11:30 am 

At Carriage Hill House in Liberty Township  
6285 Coach House Way, Liberty Township, OH 45011  

2 CEU Credits Available 

Cost: $5 registration fee to cover refreshments and 
handouts.  

Register Online:  Visit www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop or 
call our office 513-887-3720. 

Local experts will present information on stream 
restoration practices for landowners and professionals, 
permitting requirements, erosion scenarios, stabilization 
practices, and the importance of riparian buffers. 
Streambank stabilization and restoration efforts will also 
be highlighted from The Department of Energy Fernald 
Preserve.  

Questions:  Contact Maddie at Butler SWCD 513-887-
3720 or email maurermr@butlercountyohio.org 

BRUNO JAEGER 
3101 STOUT RD 
CINCINNATI, OH 45251 

You’re Invited:  
Ag Producer Breakfast  
Tuesday, March 5 
At Butler SWCD 
1802 Princeton Rd, Hamilton 

The  Butler SWCD will be 
holding an Ag Producer 
Breakfast for all producers in 
our County.   

Breakfast begins at 7:30 am with the program starting at 
8:00 am.  

Topics include: FSA/NRCS updates, CAUV, Wildlife diseases 
and permitting, Three Valley Conservation Trust, manure 
management, and more.  

Although this program is free, an RSVP is needed by 
February 22 to estimate food.   

Call our office at 513-887-3720 or email      
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to reserve your spot for 
the breakfast.  

http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
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Fish Sale 
Preorder by: Monday, March 25 

Butler SWCD is holding their first ever fish sale. Pond owners  
can choose from a wide variety of fish including minnows, koi,  
and a large selection of game fish. Interested pond owners can visit  
our website  to find out more about species available. Orders MUST be  
placed by  March 25th to ensure your order will be reserved for pickup  
after the pond clinic. 

Order Online: www.butlerswcd.org/shop 

Order Pickup: Saturday, April 27 after the pond clinic ends (12pm)  
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League, 450 Beissinger Rd, Hamilton.  

Questions: Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

 

Pond Clinic 
Saturday, April 27th from 9 am—12 pm 
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League 450 Beissinger Rd Hamilton, OH.  

Topics include pond construction & repair, pond management, pond safety, invasive 
species, and more. 

Questions:  Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

Well Water Testing: Free Nitrate Testing 

Tuesday, March 19 from 6 - 8 pm 
Collinsville Community Center, 5113 Huston Rd, Collinsville  

Butler and Preble SWCDs are hosting a free nitrate testing of your well water. Annual 
testing is important if the water is consumed by infants, pregnant women, or the elderly. 
Bring a sample of your drinking well water by following the steps below. 

Collect Your Sample: 
 Use a clean jar and rinse out any soap at least three times.  
 Remove any screen or filter from your faucet. 
 Run water for five minutes to clear the lines and bring in fresh water.  
 Collect water within 2 hours of event, or keep it cold. 

 

Bacteria Testing: 
 During the well water event, the first 40 attendees will receive the supplies and 

training to collect a sample for testing bacteria.  
 

Questions: Please contact our office at 513-887-3720 
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Trees for Wildlife 
When we enjoy the beauty of a treasured tree and the 
wildlife it attracts, we often owe thanks to those with the 
foresight and confidence to invest in the future. We can 
show that same spirit of generosity, by planting trees for 
future generations of people and wildlife to enjoy.  

A tree's life cycle moves from seed to seedling, to tree, to 
snag, to decaying into the soil. Along the pathway, they are 
an important element of the landscape for wildlife.  

Living trees support the lives of many organisms large 
and small. Tree are used for food, shelter, and sites for 
reproduction. When the trees mature, animals are able to 
enjoy delicious fruits and foraging opportunities. During 
times of extreme heat or precipitation, animals can seek 
shade and shelter under the trees without being away 
from their food source.   

Snags, standing dead or dying trees, can actually provide 
more habitats for wildlife than alive trees. They are 
important for wildlife in both natural and landscaped 
setting. Large snags offer ideal hunting perches for hawks, 
eagles, and owls. They function as resting perches for 
swallows, band-tailed pigeons, mourning doves and other 
birds; food storage areas for mice, squirrels, woodpeckers, 
and jays; and song perches for tanagers. Small snags may 
be used as posts by songbirds to attract mates and 
proclaim nesting territories. This high use by a myriad of 
species underscores the importance of snags and including 
them in your landscape.   

Decaying logs provide a multitude of benefits. As soon as 
a tree hits the ground and becomes a log, the resources it 
provides begin to change. The bark will loosen and make 
great homes for insects, their eggs, and their larvae. Many 
birds, like woodpeckers and nuthatches, will take 
advantage of the increased bug supply. Small mammals, 
like squirrels and chipmunks use logs extensively as 
runways and lookouts. As the log hollows-out it can 
become a den.  

The dead wood can serve as a ground cover, lessening soil 
erosion and preventing animals from over-browsing plant 
seeds.  They retain moisture and nutrients that aid new 
plant growth and support wildlife.  

Tree Sale 
Order deadline:  March 13, 2019 

Pickup: Thursday, April 4th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Friday, April 5th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Saturday, April 6th 9 am - 12 pm 

Location:   The Farm Zone Building at the  
  Butler County Fairgrounds, Hamilton  

Place your order: Butler and Warren SWCD’s are again 
joining forces for the tree sale. All orders will be processed 
through the Warren SWCD’s website. 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html  

More information about each species: Visit the website 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html. On the product 
page for each species, select Click to view the Catalogue! 

Stream bank stabilization plants: These packs of live 
stakes provide all around protection against expedited 
streambank erosion. The deep roots act as anchors for the 
soil, while the canopy acts like an umbrella against 
precipitation.  

Why purchase from your SWCD: Purchasing a tree 
through your local SWCD means you are getting a tree that 
is priced at-cost. Also, you can feel good knowing your tree 
is well-suited for the region, giving it the best chance of 
survival here in Butler County.  

Care of your seedling: If you intend to plant within 2 
days, keep them in the package in a cool or shaded 
location. 

If planting will be delayed: 
 Make sure the roots and packing material stay damp.  
 Store the package in a cool place, periodically checking 

the condition of the trees’ roots.  
 The longer you wait to plant, the fewer the number 

that will survive, regardless of the care given in 
storage.  

Disclaimer: If conditions exist beyond our control, we   
reserve the right to substitute species in the packets. The 
plants are nursery inspected to be disease free. Butler and 
Warren SWCDs are not responsible for plant survival after 
they have been picked up by the customer. No refunds. 

Photo: ODNR 

https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
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Use the right S.A.L.T.  
Stuff – Typical road salt only works about 15°F. Add a 
small amount of sand for added traction or switch to 
another product that works at colder temperatures. 

Amount – Pilling up salt does not improve deicing. Make 
sure to spread salt where there is 3 inches between 
granules. 

Location – Only spread salt on locations where needed. 
Excess salt can kill vegetation along driveways, sidewalks, 
and roads. One teaspoon of salt can permanently pollute 5 
gallons of water. 

Time – Apply salt before snowfall or after snow is 
removed. Never apply salt when rain is forecasted.  

Help Protect Our Streams: 
Volunteer in your neighborhood 

Help label storm drains in 
your neighborhood with 
“No Polluting” decals. 
Anything that washes down 
storm drains is carried 
directly to the nearest 
waterway.  

We work with the Butler 
County Storm Water District 
to provide you all of the 
supplies that you need, 

including labels, glue, safety vests and maps showing drain 
locations. 

You can label as large or as small of an area that you 
choose. You can go out anytime it is dry and the 
temperature is comfortable (helps adhesive stick).   

This can be the perfect project for individuals, families, and 
groups.  There have been individuals who label drains 
while walking their dog, and we have had youth groups go 
out with over 30 volunteers tackling a community. 

Call Butler SWCD at 513-887-3720 or email 
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to find out more.  

Only YOU Can Prevent    
Illicit Discharge!  
The term illicit discharge is not just a fancy buzzword for 
stormwater experts. It is something that everyone should 
know about and recognize when to report an incident. 
Illicit discharge is the prohibited introduction of pollutants 
into the stormwater drains. Examples of illicit discharges 
include: 

 Paint, detergents, concrete residue, etc. 
 Oil spills and leaking automotive fluids 
 Grass clippings, garbage, animal waste, or road/

parking lot debris 
 Soaps from car washing 
 Cross-connections of sanitary sewer lines 

Why should you be concerned? Storm water runoff can 
carry non-storm water materials and pollutants directly 
into surrounding surface waters, streams, and rivers. 
Anything that enters the stormwater drains is discharged, 
untreated, into local waterbodies that we depend on for 
recreation and wildlife habitats. Evidence of illicit 
discharges may include: 

 Flows from storm drains 72 hours after a rain event 
 Presence of oily sheens or excessive foam 
 Discoloration of waters 
 Foreign sanitary materials (tissue paper, hygiene 

products, etc.) 
 Excessive vegetation growth 
 Unusual odors associated with the outfall or discharge 

If you suspect an illicit discharge or see someone in the act 
of discharging illicit materials into stormwater drains, 
please contact the Butler County Storm Water District 
(513) 785-4120 or your local city government.  
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Save the Date: 

Butler County 
Farm Day 
Saturday, May 4 
10 am—2 pm 

Reserve Run Farm 
Lanes Mill Rd, Hanover Twp 
 
Please plan to join us at this 
year’s Farm Day event.  Learn 
about life on farm, meet the 
farm animals, and find out 
why conservation is im-
portant.  
 
Butler County Farm Day is 
brought to you by Butler   
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Ohio State Exten-
sion: Butler County and the 
Johnson Family of Reserve 
Run Farm. 

Save the Date: 

Butler Environmental 
Stewardship Team:  
Volunteer Days 
Be one of the BEST and join Butler Soil and Water for some 
conservation volunteer days. Throughout the coming 
months, we plan to remove honeysuckle, label storm 
drains, clean up a stream,  and collect stream biology 
samples. 

April 20—Invasive Removal in Oxford 

May 11—Invasive Removal in Beckett Ridge 

June 22—Indian Creek Metropark. Learn how to conduct 
a biological sample of a stream.  

July 27—TBD 

August 24—Dudley Woods. Learn how to conduct a 
biological sample of a stream.  

September 21—TBD 

October 26—Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River. 
Multiple locations to choose from. 9 am—12 pm 

Find out more at www.butlerswcd.org/volunteer 

 

Farm Bureau 
Legislative /Informational 
Meeting 
Date: Friday, March 1, 2019 
Time: Noon 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler County Farm Bureau will be holding their annual 
legislative/informational meeting on Friday, March 1, 
2019 at noon at the Princeton Road Campus at 1802 
Princeton Road. Join Farm Bureau for a free luncheon at 
this open forum meeting.  This informal meeting is a 
unique opportunity to discuss with officials and other 
leaders the local, state, and federal issues that affect local 
farmers and rural residents. Both members and               
non-members are invited. Please make your reservations 
on or before February 26 to 513-844-8371 or                
farmbureau@cinci.rr.com.  

New ODA         
Director to Visit 
Butler County 
Date: April 8, 2019 
Time: 2:00 pm 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler SWCD along with Hamilton and Warren SWCDs are 
proud to announce that newly appointed Ohio                  
Department of Agriculture Director Dorothy Pelanda will 
conduct a meet and greet on Monday, April 8, 2019 at 
2:00 pm at the Butler SWCD office.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity to meet Director Pelanda. This event is       
informal and will last approximately one hour. For more 
information contact Kelly Crout at 513-887-3720 or 
croutka@butlercountyohio.org. 
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Blind Inlets: An Up and 
Coming Practice 
For years the standard for removing ponds of surface 
water has been riser pipes or WASCOB structures. Which 
oftentimes involve building a bowl or settling basin and 
installing an orange pipe in them. These structures can be 
difficult to farm around, often sustaining damage from 
equipment. Another problem is that these open inlets can 
allow sediment to flow into tile lines, ultimately ending up 
in rivers and streams. Sediment in rivers and streams is a 
pollutant in itself, but this sediment can also be high in 
organic matter and phosphorous, leading to harmful algal 
blooms in the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and the Gulf of 
Mexico. With problems come solutions, and one solution 
that has proven to be quite popular in Indiana and some 
areas of Ohio is blind inlets. 

Blind inlets are a subsurface drainage structure that 
allows water to filter through soil, landscape fabric, and 
gravel  preventing sediment and nutrients from entering 
the tile lines. When properly installed they can have a 
lifespan of 20 years or more. Though best used in areas 
where water has a tendency to pond, they do have other 
uses. Their ability to remove water quickly and efficiently 
make them a popular addition to any drainage system.  
Without a big ugly pipe sticking up in the air they can 
never plug up with corn stalks and there is no sediment 
lost when water flows into them. All adding up to a 
excellent best management practice for any farming 
operation. 

Blind inlets have the potential to qualify for cost share 
funding under USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service EQIP program. For more information on how blind 
inlets can find a place in your operation contact Butler 
SWCD at (513) 887-3720. 

Remembering Norb Lerch  
The Butler SWCD would like to thank Norbert Lerch for his 
years of service. Norb passed away on December 22, 2018, 
just 20 days after his wife, Luella passed.  

Norb was a part of the conservation family for over 40 
years. He graduated from the Ohio State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. He worked for 
the USDA Soil Conservation Service, which is today known 
as the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for 
35 years. Norb helped map soils in many counties, including 
Butler. He was a large contributor to creating our Soils Sur-
vey book of Butler County.  

After leaving the Conservation Service, Norb sat on the But-
ler SWCD board from 2000 to 2008. He was active in the 
local and district FFA soils contests, where he was in charge 
of judging the soils pits. He attended many events for Butler 
SWCD and was a great promoter of conservation.  

Butler SWCD and NRCS will miss Norb, but we know that 
his passion for conservation will live on.  

Norb, the center of the 2007 staff and board of Butler SWCD 

Norb overseeing the 2004 Soils judging contest 
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Poster Contest 
For Grades K-12 
Calling all young artists, can you help others understand 
how important life in the soil is? The poster contest is 
open to every K-12 child in Butler County.  Our winners 
will be sent on to the state contest in July. Hopefully we 
will see a few winners there who will represent Ohio at 
the National Contest. In 2018, Lincoln Puthoff , from 
Butler County won the K-2 category for Ohio last year. 
 
Entry Deadline: Friday, May 3, 2019 
 
All entries must be sent to the Butler SWCD to be 
considered for the state and national contests.  
 
Please see www.butlerswcd.org/poster for all contest 
rules and the judging guidelines.  

Educator 
Workshop 
For Early Childhood  

Saturday, March 16,  2019  
9 am—12 pm 
At Butler SWCD 

Cost: $10 Attendees will 
receive the nationally 
recognized curricula along 
with many other resources 
for their classroom. 

Register by: March 8 

Register online at 
www.ButlerSWCD.org 

Approved for credit: 
Search ST# 10074267 at 
https://occrra.org/ 

Growing Up WILD provides 
an early foundation for 
developing positive 
impressions about the 
natural world and lifelong 
social and academic skills.  

OSU Extension New Ag & Natural               
Resources Educator:  
J.T. Benitez is the newest member at the Ohio State 
University Extension office in Butler County where he is 
the Extension Educator for Agriculture & Natural 
Resources (ANR). J.T. is originally from Southeast Warren 
County and grew up in Extension from a young age. He was 
an eight year member in Warren County 4-H and a four 
year member of the Warren County Junior Fairboard. He 
was also a 4-H Carteens Volunteer and exhibited Swine, 
Chickens, Turkeys and Sheep at the Warren County Fair.  

J.T. attended Eastern Kentucky University, where he 
received his Bachelors of Science in Agriculture/Agri-
Business. Then went on to attend Indiana Wesleyan 
University to receive his Masters of Science in 
Management.  

J.T. has a variety of past experiences in both OSU Extension 
and Purdue University Cooperative Extension offices. His 

most recent position was the 
Extension Educator for 4-H, 
ANR, FCS, and CD in Union 
County, Indiana.  

J.T. is excited to now be in the 
role of an ANR Educator, and 
looks forward to being part of the Butler County Extension 
Program and to be back at THE Ohio State University! 

J.T., his wife Lauren, and son Hollis reside currently in  
Liberty, Indiana but are looking to eventually move to the 
Oxford, Ohio area. J.T. and his family are excited to become 
part of the Butler County community. They enjoy spending 
time with family, living in the country, raising poultry and 
taking care of their garden.  

College 
Scholarship 
Deadline February 28 

The Butler SWCD offers a 
non-renewable $500 
college scholarship to 
Butler County students 
enrolling in classes which 
focus on the conservation of 
our natural resources.  

Eligibility: 

 Applicants must have 
parents or guardians who 
reside in Butler County. 

 Open to students of 
Sophomore status, who 
are pursuing a bachelor 
or associate degree.  

Please visit our website 
www.butlerswcd.org for   
additional eligibility 
requirements and 
guidelines. 
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Butler SWCD 
Mission: To promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources  

through technical assistance and education. 

What to Sponsor our Newsletter?  
Contact our office today 513-887-3720 
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ANTHONY NICKERT 

Streambank Stabilization 
Workshop 
Monday, April 8  
9:00—11:30 am 

At Carriage Hill House in Liberty Township  
6285 Coach House Way, Liberty Township, OH 45011  

2 CEU Credits Available 

Cost: $5 registration fee to cover refreshments and 
handouts.  

Register Online:  Visit www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop or 
call our office 513-887-3720. 

Local experts will present information on stream 
restoration practices for landowners and professionals, 
permitting requirements, erosion scenarios, stabilization 
practices, and the importance of riparian buffers. 
Streambank stabilization and restoration efforts will also 
be highlighted from The Department of Energy Fernald 
Preserve.  

Questions:  Contact Maddie at Butler SWCD 513-887-
3720 or email maurermr@butlercountyohio.org 

ANTHONY NICKERT 
11980 LICK RD 
CINCINNATI, OH 45251 

You’re Invited:  
Ag Producer Breakfast  
Tuesday, March 5 
At Butler SWCD 
1802 Princeton Rd, Hamilton 

The  Butler SWCD will be 
holding an Ag Producer 
Breakfast for all producers in 
our County.   

Breakfast begins at 7:30 am with the program starting at 
8:00 am.  

Topics include: FSA/NRCS updates, CAUV, Wildlife diseases 
and permitting, Three Valley Conservation Trust, manure 
management, and more.  

Although this program is free, an RSVP is needed by 
February 22 to estimate food.   

Call our office at 513-887-3720 or email      
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to reserve your spot for 
the breakfast.  

http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
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Fish Sale 
Preorder by: Monday, March 25 

Butler SWCD is holding their first ever fish sale. Pond owners  
can choose from a wide variety of fish including minnows, koi,  
and a large selection of game fish. Interested pond owners can visit  
our website  to find out more about species available. Orders MUST be  
placed by  March 25th to ensure your order will be reserved for pickup  
after the pond clinic. 

Order Online: www.butlerswcd.org/shop 

Order Pickup: Saturday, April 27 after the pond clinic ends (12pm)  
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League, 450 Beissinger Rd, Hamilton.  

Questions: Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

 

Pond Clinic 
Saturday, April 27th from 9 am—12 pm 
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League 450 Beissinger Rd Hamilton, OH.  

Topics include pond construction & repair, pond management, pond safety, invasive 
species, and more. 

Questions:  Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

Well Water Testing: Free Nitrate Testing 

Tuesday, March 19 from 6 - 8 pm 
Collinsville Community Center, 5113 Huston Rd, Collinsville  

Butler and Preble SWCDs are hosting a free nitrate testing of your well water. Annual 
testing is important if the water is consumed by infants, pregnant women, or the elderly. 
Bring a sample of your drinking well water by following the steps below. 

Collect Your Sample: 
 Use a clean jar and rinse out any soap at least three times.  
 Remove any screen or filter from your faucet. 
 Run water for five minutes to clear the lines and bring in fresh water.  
 Collect water within 2 hours of event, or keep it cold. 

 

Bacteria Testing: 
 During the well water event, the first 40 attendees will receive the supplies and 

training to collect a sample for testing bacteria.  
 

Questions: Please contact our office at 513-887-3720 
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Trees for Wildlife 
When we enjoy the beauty of a treasured tree and the 
wildlife it attracts, we often owe thanks to those with the 
foresight and confidence to invest in the future. We can 
show that same spirit of generosity, by planting trees for 
future generations of people and wildlife to enjoy.  

A tree's life cycle moves from seed to seedling, to tree, to 
snag, to decaying into the soil. Along the pathway, they are 
an important element of the landscape for wildlife.  

Living trees support the lives of many organisms large 
and small. Tree are used for food, shelter, and sites for 
reproduction. When the trees mature, animals are able to 
enjoy delicious fruits and foraging opportunities. During 
times of extreme heat or precipitation, animals can seek 
shade and shelter under the trees without being away 
from their food source.   

Snags, standing dead or dying trees, can actually provide 
more habitats for wildlife than alive trees. They are 
important for wildlife in both natural and landscaped 
setting. Large snags offer ideal hunting perches for hawks, 
eagles, and owls. They function as resting perches for 
swallows, band-tailed pigeons, mourning doves and other 
birds; food storage areas for mice, squirrels, woodpeckers, 
and jays; and song perches for tanagers. Small snags may 
be used as posts by songbirds to attract mates and 
proclaim nesting territories. This high use by a myriad of 
species underscores the importance of snags and including 
them in your landscape.   

Decaying logs provide a multitude of benefits. As soon as 
a tree hits the ground and becomes a log, the resources it 
provides begin to change. The bark will loosen and make 
great homes for insects, their eggs, and their larvae. Many 
birds, like woodpeckers and nuthatches, will take 
advantage of the increased bug supply. Small mammals, 
like squirrels and chipmunks use logs extensively as 
runways and lookouts. As the log hollows-out it can 
become a den.  

The dead wood can serve as a ground cover, lessening soil 
erosion and preventing animals from over-browsing plant 
seeds.  They retain moisture and nutrients that aid new 
plant growth and support wildlife.  

Tree Sale 
Order deadline:  March 13, 2019 

Pickup: Thursday, April 4th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Friday, April 5th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Saturday, April 6th 9 am - 12 pm 

Location:   The Farm Zone Building at the  
  Butler County Fairgrounds, Hamilton  

Place your order: Butler and Warren SWCD’s are again 
joining forces for the tree sale. All orders will be processed 
through the Warren SWCD’s website. 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html  

More information about each species: Visit the website 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html. On the product 
page for each species, select Click to view the Catalogue! 

Stream bank stabilization plants: These packs of live 
stakes provide all around protection against expedited 
streambank erosion. The deep roots act as anchors for the 
soil, while the canopy acts like an umbrella against 
precipitation.  

Why purchase from your SWCD: Purchasing a tree 
through your local SWCD means you are getting a tree that 
is priced at-cost. Also, you can feel good knowing your tree 
is well-suited for the region, giving it the best chance of 
survival here in Butler County.  

Care of your seedling: If you intend to plant within 2 
days, keep them in the package in a cool or shaded 
location. 

If planting will be delayed: 
 Make sure the roots and packing material stay damp.  
 Store the package in a cool place, periodically checking 

the condition of the trees’ roots.  
 The longer you wait to plant, the fewer the number 

that will survive, regardless of the care given in 
storage.  

Disclaimer: If conditions exist beyond our control, we   
reserve the right to substitute species in the packets. The 
plants are nursery inspected to be disease free. Butler and 
Warren SWCDs are not responsible for plant survival after 
they have been picked up by the customer. No refunds. 

Photo: ODNR 

https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
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Use the right S.A.L.T.  
Stuff – Typical road salt only works about 15°F. Add a 
small amount of sand for added traction or switch to 
another product that works at colder temperatures. 

Amount – Pilling up salt does not improve deicing. Make 
sure to spread salt where there is 3 inches between 
granules. 

Location – Only spread salt on locations where needed. 
Excess salt can kill vegetation along driveways, sidewalks, 
and roads. One teaspoon of salt can permanently pollute 5 
gallons of water. 

Time – Apply salt before snowfall or after snow is 
removed. Never apply salt when rain is forecasted.  

Help Protect Our Streams: 
Volunteer in your neighborhood 

Help label storm drains in 
your neighborhood with 
“No Polluting” decals. 
Anything that washes down 
storm drains is carried 
directly to the nearest 
waterway.  

We work with the Butler 
County Storm Water District 
to provide you all of the 
supplies that you need, 

including labels, glue, safety vests and maps showing drain 
locations. 

You can label as large or as small of an area that you 
choose. You can go out anytime it is dry and the 
temperature is comfortable (helps adhesive stick).   

This can be the perfect project for individuals, families, and 
groups.  There have been individuals who label drains 
while walking their dog, and we have had youth groups go 
out with over 30 volunteers tackling a community. 

Call Butler SWCD at 513-887-3720 or email 
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to find out more.  

Only YOU Can Prevent    
Illicit Discharge!  
The term illicit discharge is not just a fancy buzzword for 
stormwater experts. It is something that everyone should 
know about and recognize when to report an incident. 
Illicit discharge is the prohibited introduction of pollutants 
into the stormwater drains. Examples of illicit discharges 
include: 

 Paint, detergents, concrete residue, etc. 
 Oil spills and leaking automotive fluids 
 Grass clippings, garbage, animal waste, or road/

parking lot debris 
 Soaps from car washing 
 Cross-connections of sanitary sewer lines 

Why should you be concerned? Storm water runoff can 
carry non-storm water materials and pollutants directly 
into surrounding surface waters, streams, and rivers. 
Anything that enters the stormwater drains is discharged, 
untreated, into local waterbodies that we depend on for 
recreation and wildlife habitats. Evidence of illicit 
discharges may include: 

 Flows from storm drains 72 hours after a rain event 
 Presence of oily sheens or excessive foam 
 Discoloration of waters 
 Foreign sanitary materials (tissue paper, hygiene 

products, etc.) 
 Excessive vegetation growth 
 Unusual odors associated with the outfall or discharge 

If you suspect an illicit discharge or see someone in the act 
of discharging illicit materials into stormwater drains, 
please contact the Butler County Storm Water District 
(513) 785-4120 or your local city government.  
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Save the Date: 

Butler County 
Farm Day 
Saturday, May 4 
10 am—2 pm 

Reserve Run Farm 
Lanes Mill Rd, Hanover Twp 
 
Please plan to join us at this 
year’s Farm Day event.  Learn 
about life on farm, meet the 
farm animals, and find out 
why conservation is im-
portant.  
 
Butler County Farm Day is 
brought to you by Butler   
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Ohio State Exten-
sion: Butler County and the 
Johnson Family of Reserve 
Run Farm. 

Save the Date: 

Butler Environmental 
Stewardship Team:  
Volunteer Days 
Be one of the BEST and join Butler Soil and Water for some 
conservation volunteer days. Throughout the coming 
months, we plan to remove honeysuckle, label storm 
drains, clean up a stream,  and collect stream biology 
samples. 

April 20—Invasive Removal in Oxford 

May 11—Invasive Removal in Beckett Ridge 

June 22—Indian Creek Metropark. Learn how to conduct 
a biological sample of a stream.  

July 27—TBD 

August 24—Dudley Woods. Learn how to conduct a 
biological sample of a stream.  

September 21—TBD 

October 26—Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River. 
Multiple locations to choose from. 9 am—12 pm 

Find out more at www.butlerswcd.org/volunteer 

 

Farm Bureau 
Legislative /Informational 
Meeting 
Date: Friday, March 1, 2019 
Time: Noon 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler County Farm Bureau will be holding their annual 
legislative/informational meeting on Friday, March 1, 
2019 at noon at the Princeton Road Campus at 1802 
Princeton Road. Join Farm Bureau for a free luncheon at 
this open forum meeting.  This informal meeting is a 
unique opportunity to discuss with officials and other 
leaders the local, state, and federal issues that affect local 
farmers and rural residents. Both members and               
non-members are invited. Please make your reservations 
on or before February 26 to 513-844-8371 or                
farmbureau@cinci.rr.com.  

New ODA         
Director to Visit 
Butler County 
Date: April 8, 2019 
Time: 2:00 pm 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler SWCD along with Hamilton and Warren SWCDs are 
proud to announce that newly appointed Ohio                  
Department of Agriculture Director Dorothy Pelanda will 
conduct a meet and greet on Monday, April 8, 2019 at 
2:00 pm at the Butler SWCD office.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity to meet Director Pelanda. This event is       
informal and will last approximately one hour. For more 
information contact Kelly Crout at 513-887-3720 or 
croutka@butlercountyohio.org. 
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Blind Inlets: An Up and 
Coming Practice 
For years the standard for removing ponds of surface 
water has been riser pipes or WASCOB structures. Which 
oftentimes involve building a bowl or settling basin and 
installing an orange pipe in them. These structures can be 
difficult to farm around, often sustaining damage from 
equipment. Another problem is that these open inlets can 
allow sediment to flow into tile lines, ultimately ending up 
in rivers and streams. Sediment in rivers and streams is a 
pollutant in itself, but this sediment can also be high in 
organic matter and phosphorous, leading to harmful algal 
blooms in the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and the Gulf of 
Mexico. With problems come solutions, and one solution 
that has proven to be quite popular in Indiana and some 
areas of Ohio is blind inlets. 

Blind inlets are a subsurface drainage structure that 
allows water to filter through soil, landscape fabric, and 
gravel  preventing sediment and nutrients from entering 
the tile lines. When properly installed they can have a 
lifespan of 20 years or more. Though best used in areas 
where water has a tendency to pond, they do have other 
uses. Their ability to remove water quickly and efficiently 
make them a popular addition to any drainage system.  
Without a big ugly pipe sticking up in the air they can 
never plug up with corn stalks and there is no sediment 
lost when water flows into them. All adding up to a 
excellent best management practice for any farming 
operation. 

Blind inlets have the potential to qualify for cost share 
funding under USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service EQIP program. For more information on how blind 
inlets can find a place in your operation contact Butler 
SWCD at (513) 887-3720. 

Remembering Norb Lerch  
The Butler SWCD would like to thank Norbert Lerch for his 
years of service. Norb passed away on December 22, 2018, 
just 20 days after his wife, Luella passed.  

Norb was a part of the conservation family for over 40 
years. He graduated from the Ohio State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. He worked for 
the USDA Soil Conservation Service, which is today known 
as the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for 
35 years. Norb helped map soils in many counties, including 
Butler. He was a large contributor to creating our Soils Sur-
vey book of Butler County.  

After leaving the Conservation Service, Norb sat on the But-
ler SWCD board from 2000 to 2008. He was active in the 
local and district FFA soils contests, where he was in charge 
of judging the soils pits. He attended many events for Butler 
SWCD and was a great promoter of conservation.  

Butler SWCD and NRCS will miss Norb, but we know that 
his passion for conservation will live on.  

Norb, the center of the 2007 staff and board of Butler SWCD 

Norb overseeing the 2004 Soils judging contest 
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Poster Contest 
For Grades K-12 
Calling all young artists, can you help others understand 
how important life in the soil is? The poster contest is 
open to every K-12 child in Butler County.  Our winners 
will be sent on to the state contest in July. Hopefully we 
will see a few winners there who will represent Ohio at 
the National Contest. In 2018, Lincoln Puthoff , from 
Butler County won the K-2 category for Ohio last year. 
 
Entry Deadline: Friday, May 3, 2019 
 
All entries must be sent to the Butler SWCD to be 
considered for the state and national contests.  
 
Please see www.butlerswcd.org/poster for all contest 
rules and the judging guidelines.  

Educator 
Workshop 
For Early Childhood  

Saturday, March 16,  2019  
9 am—12 pm 
At Butler SWCD 

Cost: $10 Attendees will 
receive the nationally 
recognized curricula along 
with many other resources 
for their classroom. 

Register by: March 8 

Register online at 
www.ButlerSWCD.org 

Approved for credit: 
Search ST# 10074267 at 
https://occrra.org/ 

Growing Up WILD provides 
an early foundation for 
developing positive 
impressions about the 
natural world and lifelong 
social and academic skills.  

OSU Extension New Ag & Natural               
Resources Educator:  
J.T. Benitez is the newest member at the Ohio State 
University Extension office in Butler County where he is 
the Extension Educator for Agriculture & Natural 
Resources (ANR). J.T. is originally from Southeast Warren 
County and grew up in Extension from a young age. He was 
an eight year member in Warren County 4-H and a four 
year member of the Warren County Junior Fairboard. He 
was also a 4-H Carteens Volunteer and exhibited Swine, 
Chickens, Turkeys and Sheep at the Warren County Fair.  

J.T. attended Eastern Kentucky University, where he 
received his Bachelors of Science in Agriculture/Agri-
Business. Then went on to attend Indiana Wesleyan 
University to receive his Masters of Science in 
Management.  

J.T. has a variety of past experiences in both OSU Extension 
and Purdue University Cooperative Extension offices. His 

most recent position was the 
Extension Educator for 4-H, 
ANR, FCS, and CD in Union 
County, Indiana.  

J.T. is excited to now be in the 
role of an ANR Educator, and 
looks forward to being part of the Butler County Extension 
Program and to be back at THE Ohio State University! 

J.T., his wife Lauren, and son Hollis reside currently in  
Liberty, Indiana but are looking to eventually move to the 
Oxford, Ohio area. J.T. and his family are excited to become 
part of the Butler County community. They enjoy spending 
time with family, living in the country, raising poultry and 
taking care of their garden.  

College 
Scholarship 
Deadline February 28 

The Butler SWCD offers a 
non-renewable $500 
college scholarship to 
Butler County students 
enrolling in classes which 
focus on the conservation of 
our natural resources.  

Eligibility: 

 Applicants must have 
parents or guardians who 
reside in Butler County. 

 Open to students of 
Sophomore status, who 
are pursuing a bachelor 
or associate degree.  

Please visit our website 
www.butlerswcd.org for   
additional eligibility 
requirements and 
guidelines. 
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Butler SWCD 
Mission: To promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources  

through technical assistance and education. 

What to Sponsor our Newsletter?  
Contact our office today 513-887-3720 
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MYRON PRIFOGLE 

Streambank Stabilization 
Workshop 
Monday, April 8  
9:00—11:30 am 

At Carriage Hill House in Liberty Township  
6285 Coach House Way, Liberty Township, OH 45011  

2 CEU Credits Available 

Cost: $5 registration fee to cover refreshments and 
handouts.  

Register Online:  Visit www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop or 
call our office 513-887-3720. 

Local experts will present information on stream 
restoration practices for landowners and professionals, 
permitting requirements, erosion scenarios, stabilization 
practices, and the importance of riparian buffers. 
Streambank stabilization and restoration efforts will also 
be highlighted from The Department of Energy Fernald 
Preserve.  

Questions:  Contact Maddie at Butler SWCD 513-887-
3720 or email maurermr@butlercountyohio.org 

MYRON PRIFOGLE 
3734 SAGEBRUSH LN 
CINCINNATI, OH 45251 

You’re Invited:  
Ag Producer Breakfast  
Tuesday, March 5 
At Butler SWCD 
1802 Princeton Rd, Hamilton 

The  Butler SWCD will be 
holding an Ag Producer 
Breakfast for all producers in 
our County.   

Breakfast begins at 7:30 am with the program starting at 
8:00 am.  

Topics include: FSA/NRCS updates, CAUV, Wildlife diseases 
and permitting, Three Valley Conservation Trust, manure 
management, and more.  

Although this program is free, an RSVP is needed by 
February 22 to estimate food.   

Call our office at 513-887-3720 or email      
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to reserve your spot for 
the breakfast.  

http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720


   

 

Conservation  
Connection 

www.ButlerSWCD.org    ButlerSWCD@ButlerCountyOhio.org           #ButlerSWCD 

Winter/Spring 2019 
Inside this issue: 

Tree Sale 2 

Trees for Wildlife 2 

Illicit Discharge 3 

Farm Day 4 

ODA Director 4 

Go Green:  
Volunteer Days  

4 

Blind Inlets 5 

Education 6 

Ag Breakfast         8 

Butler SWCD 
Board     

  
Jeremy Fruth 

Chair 

David Brate 
Vice –Chair  

Nathan Gillespie 
Treasurer 

Linda Peters 
Secretary  

Gary Gerber 
Member 

Fish Sale 
Preorder by: Monday, March 25 

Butler SWCD is holding their first ever fish sale. Pond owners  
can choose from a wide variety of fish including minnows, koi,  
and a large selection of game fish. Interested pond owners can visit  
our website  to find out more about species available. Orders MUST be  
placed by  March 25th to ensure your order will be reserved for pickup  
after the pond clinic. 

Order Online: www.butlerswcd.org/shop 

Order Pickup: Saturday, April 27 after the pond clinic ends (12pm)  
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League, 450 Beissinger Rd, Hamilton.  

Questions: Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

 

Pond Clinic 
Saturday, April 27th from 9 am—12 pm 
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League 450 Beissinger Rd Hamilton, OH.  

Topics include pond construction & repair, pond management, pond safety, invasive 
species, and more. 

Questions:  Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

Well Water Testing: Free Nitrate Testing 

Tuesday, March 19 from 6 - 8 pm 
Collinsville Community Center, 5113 Huston Rd, Collinsville  

Butler and Preble SWCDs are hosting a free nitrate testing of your well water. Annual 
testing is important if the water is consumed by infants, pregnant women, or the elderly. 
Bring a sample of your drinking well water by following the steps below. 

Collect Your Sample: 
 Use a clean jar and rinse out any soap at least three times.  
 Remove any screen or filter from your faucet. 
 Run water for five minutes to clear the lines and bring in fresh water.  
 Collect water within 2 hours of event, or keep it cold. 

 

Bacteria Testing: 
 During the well water event, the first 40 attendees will receive the supplies and 

training to collect a sample for testing bacteria.  
 

Questions: Please contact our office at 513-887-3720 
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Trees for Wildlife 
When we enjoy the beauty of a treasured tree and the 
wildlife it attracts, we often owe thanks to those with the 
foresight and confidence to invest in the future. We can 
show that same spirit of generosity, by planting trees for 
future generations of people and wildlife to enjoy.  

A tree's life cycle moves from seed to seedling, to tree, to 
snag, to decaying into the soil. Along the pathway, they are 
an important element of the landscape for wildlife.  

Living trees support the lives of many organisms large 
and small. Tree are used for food, shelter, and sites for 
reproduction. When the trees mature, animals are able to 
enjoy delicious fruits and foraging opportunities. During 
times of extreme heat or precipitation, animals can seek 
shade and shelter under the trees without being away 
from their food source.   

Snags, standing dead or dying trees, can actually provide 
more habitats for wildlife than alive trees. They are 
important for wildlife in both natural and landscaped 
setting. Large snags offer ideal hunting perches for hawks, 
eagles, and owls. They function as resting perches for 
swallows, band-tailed pigeons, mourning doves and other 
birds; food storage areas for mice, squirrels, woodpeckers, 
and jays; and song perches for tanagers. Small snags may 
be used as posts by songbirds to attract mates and 
proclaim nesting territories. This high use by a myriad of 
species underscores the importance of snags and including 
them in your landscape.   

Decaying logs provide a multitude of benefits. As soon as 
a tree hits the ground and becomes a log, the resources it 
provides begin to change. The bark will loosen and make 
great homes for insects, their eggs, and their larvae. Many 
birds, like woodpeckers and nuthatches, will take 
advantage of the increased bug supply. Small mammals, 
like squirrels and chipmunks use logs extensively as 
runways and lookouts. As the log hollows-out it can 
become a den.  

The dead wood can serve as a ground cover, lessening soil 
erosion and preventing animals from over-browsing plant 
seeds.  They retain moisture and nutrients that aid new 
plant growth and support wildlife.  

Tree Sale 
Order deadline:  March 13, 2019 

Pickup: Thursday, April 4th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Friday, April 5th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Saturday, April 6th 9 am - 12 pm 

Location:   The Farm Zone Building at the  
  Butler County Fairgrounds, Hamilton  

Place your order: Butler and Warren SWCD’s are again 
joining forces for the tree sale. All orders will be processed 
through the Warren SWCD’s website. 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html  

More information about each species: Visit the website 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html. On the product 
page for each species, select Click to view the Catalogue! 

Stream bank stabilization plants: These packs of live 
stakes provide all around protection against expedited 
streambank erosion. The deep roots act as anchors for the 
soil, while the canopy acts like an umbrella against 
precipitation.  

Why purchase from your SWCD: Purchasing a tree 
through your local SWCD means you are getting a tree that 
is priced at-cost. Also, you can feel good knowing your tree 
is well-suited for the region, giving it the best chance of 
survival here in Butler County.  

Care of your seedling: If you intend to plant within 2 
days, keep them in the package in a cool or shaded 
location. 

If planting will be delayed: 
 Make sure the roots and packing material stay damp.  
 Store the package in a cool place, periodically checking 

the condition of the trees’ roots.  
 The longer you wait to plant, the fewer the number 

that will survive, regardless of the care given in 
storage.  

Disclaimer: If conditions exist beyond our control, we   
reserve the right to substitute species in the packets. The 
plants are nursery inspected to be disease free. Butler and 
Warren SWCDs are not responsible for plant survival after 
they have been picked up by the customer. No refunds. 

Photo: ODNR 

https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
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Use the right S.A.L.T.  
Stuff – Typical road salt only works about 15°F. Add a 
small amount of sand for added traction or switch to 
another product that works at colder temperatures. 

Amount – Pilling up salt does not improve deicing. Make 
sure to spread salt where there is 3 inches between 
granules. 

Location – Only spread salt on locations where needed. 
Excess salt can kill vegetation along driveways, sidewalks, 
and roads. One teaspoon of salt can permanently pollute 5 
gallons of water. 

Time – Apply salt before snowfall or after snow is 
removed. Never apply salt when rain is forecasted.  

Help Protect Our Streams: 
Volunteer in your neighborhood 

Help label storm drains in 
your neighborhood with 
“No Polluting” decals. 
Anything that washes down 
storm drains is carried 
directly to the nearest 
waterway.  

We work with the Butler 
County Storm Water District 
to provide you all of the 
supplies that you need, 

including labels, glue, safety vests and maps showing drain 
locations. 

You can label as large or as small of an area that you 
choose. You can go out anytime it is dry and the 
temperature is comfortable (helps adhesive stick).   

This can be the perfect project for individuals, families, and 
groups.  There have been individuals who label drains 
while walking their dog, and we have had youth groups go 
out with over 30 volunteers tackling a community. 

Call Butler SWCD at 513-887-3720 or email 
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to find out more.  

Only YOU Can Prevent    
Illicit Discharge!  
The term illicit discharge is not just a fancy buzzword for 
stormwater experts. It is something that everyone should 
know about and recognize when to report an incident. 
Illicit discharge is the prohibited introduction of pollutants 
into the stormwater drains. Examples of illicit discharges 
include: 

 Paint, detergents, concrete residue, etc. 
 Oil spills and leaking automotive fluids 
 Grass clippings, garbage, animal waste, or road/

parking lot debris 
 Soaps from car washing 
 Cross-connections of sanitary sewer lines 

Why should you be concerned? Storm water runoff can 
carry non-storm water materials and pollutants directly 
into surrounding surface waters, streams, and rivers. 
Anything that enters the stormwater drains is discharged, 
untreated, into local waterbodies that we depend on for 
recreation and wildlife habitats. Evidence of illicit 
discharges may include: 

 Flows from storm drains 72 hours after a rain event 
 Presence of oily sheens or excessive foam 
 Discoloration of waters 
 Foreign sanitary materials (tissue paper, hygiene 

products, etc.) 
 Excessive vegetation growth 
 Unusual odors associated with the outfall or discharge 

If you suspect an illicit discharge or see someone in the act 
of discharging illicit materials into stormwater drains, 
please contact the Butler County Storm Water District 
(513) 785-4120 or your local city government.  
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Save the Date: 

Butler County 
Farm Day 
Saturday, May 4 
10 am—2 pm 

Reserve Run Farm 
Lanes Mill Rd, Hanover Twp 
 
Please plan to join us at this 
year’s Farm Day event.  Learn 
about life on farm, meet the 
farm animals, and find out 
why conservation is im-
portant.  
 
Butler County Farm Day is 
brought to you by Butler   
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Ohio State Exten-
sion: Butler County and the 
Johnson Family of Reserve 
Run Farm. 

Save the Date: 

Butler Environmental 
Stewardship Team:  
Volunteer Days 
Be one of the BEST and join Butler Soil and Water for some 
conservation volunteer days. Throughout the coming 
months, we plan to remove honeysuckle, label storm 
drains, clean up a stream,  and collect stream biology 
samples. 

April 20—Invasive Removal in Oxford 

May 11—Invasive Removal in Beckett Ridge 

June 22—Indian Creek Metropark. Learn how to conduct 
a biological sample of a stream.  

July 27—TBD 

August 24—Dudley Woods. Learn how to conduct a 
biological sample of a stream.  

September 21—TBD 

October 26—Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River. 
Multiple locations to choose from. 9 am—12 pm 

Find out more at www.butlerswcd.org/volunteer 

 

Farm Bureau 
Legislative /Informational 
Meeting 
Date: Friday, March 1, 2019 
Time: Noon 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler County Farm Bureau will be holding their annual 
legislative/informational meeting on Friday, March 1, 
2019 at noon at the Princeton Road Campus at 1802 
Princeton Road. Join Farm Bureau for a free luncheon at 
this open forum meeting.  This informal meeting is a 
unique opportunity to discuss with officials and other 
leaders the local, state, and federal issues that affect local 
farmers and rural residents. Both members and               
non-members are invited. Please make your reservations 
on or before February 26 to 513-844-8371 or                
farmbureau@cinci.rr.com.  

New ODA         
Director to Visit 
Butler County 
Date: April 8, 2019 
Time: 2:00 pm 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler SWCD along with Hamilton and Warren SWCDs are 
proud to announce that newly appointed Ohio                  
Department of Agriculture Director Dorothy Pelanda will 
conduct a meet and greet on Monday, April 8, 2019 at 
2:00 pm at the Butler SWCD office.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity to meet Director Pelanda. This event is       
informal and will last approximately one hour. For more 
information contact Kelly Crout at 513-887-3720 or 
croutka@butlercountyohio.org. 
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Blind Inlets: An Up and 
Coming Practice 
For years the standard for removing ponds of surface 
water has been riser pipes or WASCOB structures. Which 
oftentimes involve building a bowl or settling basin and 
installing an orange pipe in them. These structures can be 
difficult to farm around, often sustaining damage from 
equipment. Another problem is that these open inlets can 
allow sediment to flow into tile lines, ultimately ending up 
in rivers and streams. Sediment in rivers and streams is a 
pollutant in itself, but this sediment can also be high in 
organic matter and phosphorous, leading to harmful algal 
blooms in the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and the Gulf of 
Mexico. With problems come solutions, and one solution 
that has proven to be quite popular in Indiana and some 
areas of Ohio is blind inlets. 

Blind inlets are a subsurface drainage structure that 
allows water to filter through soil, landscape fabric, and 
gravel  preventing sediment and nutrients from entering 
the tile lines. When properly installed they can have a 
lifespan of 20 years or more. Though best used in areas 
where water has a tendency to pond, they do have other 
uses. Their ability to remove water quickly and efficiently 
make them a popular addition to any drainage system.  
Without a big ugly pipe sticking up in the air they can 
never plug up with corn stalks and there is no sediment 
lost when water flows into them. All adding up to a 
excellent best management practice for any farming 
operation. 

Blind inlets have the potential to qualify for cost share 
funding under USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service EQIP program. For more information on how blind 
inlets can find a place in your operation contact Butler 
SWCD at (513) 887-3720. 

Remembering Norb Lerch  
The Butler SWCD would like to thank Norbert Lerch for his 
years of service. Norb passed away on December 22, 2018, 
just 20 days after his wife, Luella passed.  

Norb was a part of the conservation family for over 40 
years. He graduated from the Ohio State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. He worked for 
the USDA Soil Conservation Service, which is today known 
as the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for 
35 years. Norb helped map soils in many counties, including 
Butler. He was a large contributor to creating our Soils Sur-
vey book of Butler County.  

After leaving the Conservation Service, Norb sat on the But-
ler SWCD board from 2000 to 2008. He was active in the 
local and district FFA soils contests, where he was in charge 
of judging the soils pits. He attended many events for Butler 
SWCD and was a great promoter of conservation.  

Butler SWCD and NRCS will miss Norb, but we know that 
his passion for conservation will live on.  

Norb, the center of the 2007 staff and board of Butler SWCD 

Norb overseeing the 2004 Soils judging contest 
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Poster Contest 
For Grades K-12 
Calling all young artists, can you help others understand 
how important life in the soil is? The poster contest is 
open to every K-12 child in Butler County.  Our winners 
will be sent on to the state contest in July. Hopefully we 
will see a few winners there who will represent Ohio at 
the National Contest. In 2018, Lincoln Puthoff , from 
Butler County won the K-2 category for Ohio last year. 
 
Entry Deadline: Friday, May 3, 2019 
 
All entries must be sent to the Butler SWCD to be 
considered for the state and national contests.  
 
Please see www.butlerswcd.org/poster for all contest 
rules and the judging guidelines.  

Educator 
Workshop 
For Early Childhood  

Saturday, March 16,  2019  
9 am—12 pm 
At Butler SWCD 

Cost: $10 Attendees will 
receive the nationally 
recognized curricula along 
with many other resources 
for their classroom. 

Register by: March 8 

Register online at 
www.ButlerSWCD.org 

Approved for credit: 
Search ST# 10074267 at 
https://occrra.org/ 

Growing Up WILD provides 
an early foundation for 
developing positive 
impressions about the 
natural world and lifelong 
social and academic skills.  

OSU Extension New Ag & Natural               
Resources Educator:  
J.T. Benitez is the newest member at the Ohio State 
University Extension office in Butler County where he is 
the Extension Educator for Agriculture & Natural 
Resources (ANR). J.T. is originally from Southeast Warren 
County and grew up in Extension from a young age. He was 
an eight year member in Warren County 4-H and a four 
year member of the Warren County Junior Fairboard. He 
was also a 4-H Carteens Volunteer and exhibited Swine, 
Chickens, Turkeys and Sheep at the Warren County Fair.  

J.T. attended Eastern Kentucky University, where he 
received his Bachelors of Science in Agriculture/Agri-
Business. Then went on to attend Indiana Wesleyan 
University to receive his Masters of Science in 
Management.  

J.T. has a variety of past experiences in both OSU Extension 
and Purdue University Cooperative Extension offices. His 

most recent position was the 
Extension Educator for 4-H, 
ANR, FCS, and CD in Union 
County, Indiana.  

J.T. is excited to now be in the 
role of an ANR Educator, and 
looks forward to being part of the Butler County Extension 
Program and to be back at THE Ohio State University! 

J.T., his wife Lauren, and son Hollis reside currently in  
Liberty, Indiana but are looking to eventually move to the 
Oxford, Ohio area. J.T. and his family are excited to become 
part of the Butler County community. They enjoy spending 
time with family, living in the country, raising poultry and 
taking care of their garden.  

College 
Scholarship 
Deadline February 28 

The Butler SWCD offers a 
non-renewable $500 
college scholarship to 
Butler County students 
enrolling in classes which 
focus on the conservation of 
our natural resources.  

Eligibility: 

 Applicants must have 
parents or guardians who 
reside in Butler County. 

 Open to students of 
Sophomore status, who 
are pursuing a bachelor 
or associate degree.  

Please visit our website 
www.butlerswcd.org for   
additional eligibility 
requirements and 
guidelines. 
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Butler SWCD 
Mission: To promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources  

through technical assistance and education. 

What to Sponsor our Newsletter?  
Contact our office today 513-887-3720 
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THOMAS REININGER 

Streambank Stabilization 
Workshop 
Monday, April 8  
9:00—11:30 am 

At Carriage Hill House in Liberty Township  
6285 Coach House Way, Liberty Township, OH 45011  

2 CEU Credits Available 

Cost: $5 registration fee to cover refreshments and 
handouts.  

Register Online:  Visit www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop or 
call our office 513-887-3720. 

Local experts will present information on stream 
restoration practices for landowners and professionals, 
permitting requirements, erosion scenarios, stabilization 
practices, and the importance of riparian buffers. 
Streambank stabilization and restoration efforts will also 
be highlighted from The Department of Energy Fernald 
Preserve.  

Questions:  Contact Maddie at Butler SWCD 513-887-
3720 or email maurermr@butlercountyohio.org 

THOMAS REININGER 
12055 LICK RD 
CINCINNATI, OH 45251 

You’re Invited:  
Ag Producer Breakfast  
Tuesday, March 5 
At Butler SWCD 
1802 Princeton Rd, Hamilton 

The  Butler SWCD will be 
holding an Ag Producer 
Breakfast for all producers in 
our County.   

Breakfast begins at 7:30 am with the program starting at 
8:00 am.  

Topics include: FSA/NRCS updates, CAUV, Wildlife diseases 
and permitting, Three Valley Conservation Trust, manure 
management, and more.  

Although this program is free, an RSVP is needed by 
February 22 to estimate food.   

Call our office at 513-887-3720 or email      
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to reserve your spot for 
the breakfast.  

http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
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Fish Sale 
Preorder by: Monday, March 25 

Butler SWCD is holding their first ever fish sale. Pond owners  
can choose from a wide variety of fish including minnows, koi,  
and a large selection of game fish. Interested pond owners can visit  
our website  to find out more about species available. Orders MUST be  
placed by  March 25th to ensure your order will be reserved for pickup  
after the pond clinic. 

Order Online: www.butlerswcd.org/shop 

Order Pickup: Saturday, April 27 after the pond clinic ends (12pm)  
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League, 450 Beissinger Rd, Hamilton.  

Questions: Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

 

Pond Clinic 
Saturday, April 27th from 9 am—12 pm 
At the Hamilton Izaak Walton League 450 Beissinger Rd Hamilton, OH.  

Topics include pond construction & repair, pond management, pond safety, invasive 
species, and more. 

Questions:  Contact Brady at 513-887-3720 or smithbe@butlercountyohio.org 

Well Water Testing: Free Nitrate Testing 

Tuesday, March 19 from 6 - 8 pm 
Collinsville Community Center, 5113 Huston Rd, Collinsville  

Butler and Preble SWCDs are hosting a free nitrate testing of your well water. Annual 
testing is important if the water is consumed by infants, pregnant women, or the elderly. 
Bring a sample of your drinking well water by following the steps below. 

Collect Your Sample: 
 Use a clean jar and rinse out any soap at least three times.  
 Remove any screen or filter from your faucet. 
 Run water for five minutes to clear the lines and bring in fresh water.  
 Collect water within 2 hours of event, or keep it cold. 

 

Bacteria Testing: 
 During the well water event, the first 40 attendees will receive the supplies and 

training to collect a sample for testing bacteria.  
 

Questions: Please contact our office at 513-887-3720 
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Trees for Wildlife 
When we enjoy the beauty of a treasured tree and the 
wildlife it attracts, we often owe thanks to those with the 
foresight and confidence to invest in the future. We can 
show that same spirit of generosity, by planting trees for 
future generations of people and wildlife to enjoy.  

A tree's life cycle moves from seed to seedling, to tree, to 
snag, to decaying into the soil. Along the pathway, they are 
an important element of the landscape for wildlife.  

Living trees support the lives of many organisms large 
and small. Tree are used for food, shelter, and sites for 
reproduction. When the trees mature, animals are able to 
enjoy delicious fruits and foraging opportunities. During 
times of extreme heat or precipitation, animals can seek 
shade and shelter under the trees without being away 
from their food source.   

Snags, standing dead or dying trees, can actually provide 
more habitats for wildlife than alive trees. They are 
important for wildlife in both natural and landscaped 
setting. Large snags offer ideal hunting perches for hawks, 
eagles, and owls. They function as resting perches for 
swallows, band-tailed pigeons, mourning doves and other 
birds; food storage areas for mice, squirrels, woodpeckers, 
and jays; and song perches for tanagers. Small snags may 
be used as posts by songbirds to attract mates and 
proclaim nesting territories. This high use by a myriad of 
species underscores the importance of snags and including 
them in your landscape.   

Decaying logs provide a multitude of benefits. As soon as 
a tree hits the ground and becomes a log, the resources it 
provides begin to change. The bark will loosen and make 
great homes for insects, their eggs, and their larvae. Many 
birds, like woodpeckers and nuthatches, will take 
advantage of the increased bug supply. Small mammals, 
like squirrels and chipmunks use logs extensively as 
runways and lookouts. As the log hollows-out it can 
become a den.  

The dead wood can serve as a ground cover, lessening soil 
erosion and preventing animals from over-browsing plant 
seeds.  They retain moisture and nutrients that aid new 
plant growth and support wildlife.  

Tree Sale 
Order deadline:  March 13, 2019 

Pickup: Thursday, April 4th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Friday, April 5th 12 pm  - 7 pm 
  Saturday, April 6th 9 am - 12 pm 

Location:   The Farm Zone Building at the  
  Butler County Fairgrounds, Hamilton  

Place your order: Butler and Warren SWCD’s are again 
joining forces for the tree sale. All orders will be processed 
through the Warren SWCD’s website. 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html  

More information about each species: Visit the website 
www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html. On the product 
page for each species, select Click to view the Catalogue! 

Stream bank stabilization plants: These packs of live 
stakes provide all around protection against expedited 
streambank erosion. The deep roots act as anchors for the 
soil, while the canopy acts like an umbrella against 
precipitation.  

Why purchase from your SWCD: Purchasing a tree 
through your local SWCD means you are getting a tree that 
is priced at-cost. Also, you can feel good knowing your tree 
is well-suited for the region, giving it the best chance of 
survival here in Butler County.  

Care of your seedling: If you intend to plant within 2 
days, keep them in the package in a cool or shaded 
location. 

If planting will be delayed: 
 Make sure the roots and packing material stay damp.  
 Store the package in a cool place, periodically checking 

the condition of the trees’ roots.  
 The longer you wait to plant, the fewer the number 

that will survive, regardless of the care given in 
storage.  

Disclaimer: If conditions exist beyond our control, we   
reserve the right to substitute species in the packets. The 
plants are nursery inspected to be disease free. Butler and 
Warren SWCDs are not responsible for plant survival after 
they have been picked up by the customer. No refunds. 

Photo: ODNR 

https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
https://www.warrenswcd.com/tree-sale.html
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Use the right S.A.L.T.  
Stuff – Typical road salt only works about 15°F. Add a 
small amount of sand for added traction or switch to 
another product that works at colder temperatures. 

Amount – Pilling up salt does not improve deicing. Make 
sure to spread salt where there is 3 inches between 
granules. 

Location – Only spread salt on locations where needed. 
Excess salt can kill vegetation along driveways, sidewalks, 
and roads. One teaspoon of salt can permanently pollute 5 
gallons of water. 

Time – Apply salt before snowfall or after snow is 
removed. Never apply salt when rain is forecasted.  

Help Protect Our Streams: 
Volunteer in your neighborhood 

Help label storm drains in 
your neighborhood with 
“No Polluting” decals. 
Anything that washes down 
storm drains is carried 
directly to the nearest 
waterway.  

We work with the Butler 
County Storm Water District 
to provide you all of the 
supplies that you need, 

including labels, glue, safety vests and maps showing drain 
locations. 

You can label as large or as small of an area that you 
choose. You can go out anytime it is dry and the 
temperature is comfortable (helps adhesive stick).   

This can be the perfect project for individuals, families, and 
groups.  There have been individuals who label drains 
while walking their dog, and we have had youth groups go 
out with over 30 volunteers tackling a community. 

Call Butler SWCD at 513-887-3720 or email 
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to find out more.  

Only YOU Can Prevent    
Illicit Discharge!  
The term illicit discharge is not just a fancy buzzword for 
stormwater experts. It is something that everyone should 
know about and recognize when to report an incident. 
Illicit discharge is the prohibited introduction of pollutants 
into the stormwater drains. Examples of illicit discharges 
include: 

 Paint, detergents, concrete residue, etc. 
 Oil spills and leaking automotive fluids 
 Grass clippings, garbage, animal waste, or road/

parking lot debris 
 Soaps from car washing 
 Cross-connections of sanitary sewer lines 

Why should you be concerned? Storm water runoff can 
carry non-storm water materials and pollutants directly 
into surrounding surface waters, streams, and rivers. 
Anything that enters the stormwater drains is discharged, 
untreated, into local waterbodies that we depend on for 
recreation and wildlife habitats. Evidence of illicit 
discharges may include: 

 Flows from storm drains 72 hours after a rain event 
 Presence of oily sheens or excessive foam 
 Discoloration of waters 
 Foreign sanitary materials (tissue paper, hygiene 

products, etc.) 
 Excessive vegetation growth 
 Unusual odors associated with the outfall or discharge 

If you suspect an illicit discharge or see someone in the act 
of discharging illicit materials into stormwater drains, 
please contact the Butler County Storm Water District 
(513) 785-4120 or your local city government.  
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Save the Date: 

Butler County 
Farm Day 
Saturday, May 4 
10 am—2 pm 

Reserve Run Farm 
Lanes Mill Rd, Hanover Twp 
 
Please plan to join us at this 
year’s Farm Day event.  Learn 
about life on farm, meet the 
farm animals, and find out 
why conservation is im-
portant.  
 
Butler County Farm Day is 
brought to you by Butler   
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Ohio State Exten-
sion: Butler County and the 
Johnson Family of Reserve 
Run Farm. 

Save the Date: 

Butler Environmental 
Stewardship Team:  
Volunteer Days 
Be one of the BEST and join Butler Soil and Water for some 
conservation volunteer days. Throughout the coming 
months, we plan to remove honeysuckle, label storm 
drains, clean up a stream,  and collect stream biology 
samples. 

April 20—Invasive Removal in Oxford 

May 11—Invasive Removal in Beckett Ridge 

June 22—Indian Creek Metropark. Learn how to conduct 
a biological sample of a stream.  

July 27—TBD 

August 24—Dudley Woods. Learn how to conduct a 
biological sample of a stream.  

September 21—TBD 

October 26—Clean Sweep of the Great Miami River. 
Multiple locations to choose from. 9 am—12 pm 

Find out more at www.butlerswcd.org/volunteer 

 

Farm Bureau 
Legislative /Informational 
Meeting 
Date: Friday, March 1, 2019 
Time: Noon 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler County Farm Bureau will be holding their annual 
legislative/informational meeting on Friday, March 1, 
2019 at noon at the Princeton Road Campus at 1802 
Princeton Road. Join Farm Bureau for a free luncheon at 
this open forum meeting.  This informal meeting is a 
unique opportunity to discuss with officials and other 
leaders the local, state, and federal issues that affect local 
farmers and rural residents. Both members and               
non-members are invited. Please make your reservations 
on or before February 26 to 513-844-8371 or                
farmbureau@cinci.rr.com.  

New ODA         
Director to Visit 
Butler County 
Date: April 8, 2019 
Time: 2:00 pm 
Location: 1802 Princeton Road 
Butler SWCD along with Hamilton and Warren SWCDs are 
proud to announce that newly appointed Ohio                  
Department of Agriculture Director Dorothy Pelanda will 
conduct a meet and greet on Monday, April 8, 2019 at 
2:00 pm at the Butler SWCD office.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity to meet Director Pelanda. This event is       
informal and will last approximately one hour. For more 
information contact Kelly Crout at 513-887-3720 or 
croutka@butlercountyohio.org. 
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Blind Inlets: An Up and 
Coming Practice 
For years the standard for removing ponds of surface 
water has been riser pipes or WASCOB structures. Which 
oftentimes involve building a bowl or settling basin and 
installing an orange pipe in them. These structures can be 
difficult to farm around, often sustaining damage from 
equipment. Another problem is that these open inlets can 
allow sediment to flow into tile lines, ultimately ending up 
in rivers and streams. Sediment in rivers and streams is a 
pollutant in itself, but this sediment can also be high in 
organic matter and phosphorous, leading to harmful algal 
blooms in the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and the Gulf of 
Mexico. With problems come solutions, and one solution 
that has proven to be quite popular in Indiana and some 
areas of Ohio is blind inlets. 

Blind inlets are a subsurface drainage structure that 
allows water to filter through soil, landscape fabric, and 
gravel  preventing sediment and nutrients from entering 
the tile lines. When properly installed they can have a 
lifespan of 20 years or more. Though best used in areas 
where water has a tendency to pond, they do have other 
uses. Their ability to remove water quickly and efficiently 
make them a popular addition to any drainage system.  
Without a big ugly pipe sticking up in the air they can 
never plug up with corn stalks and there is no sediment 
lost when water flows into them. All adding up to a 
excellent best management practice for any farming 
operation. 

Blind inlets have the potential to qualify for cost share 
funding under USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service EQIP program. For more information on how blind 
inlets can find a place in your operation contact Butler 
SWCD at (513) 887-3720. 

Remembering Norb Lerch  
The Butler SWCD would like to thank Norbert Lerch for his 
years of service. Norb passed away on December 22, 2018, 
just 20 days after his wife, Luella passed.  

Norb was a part of the conservation family for over 40 
years. He graduated from the Ohio State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. He worked for 
the USDA Soil Conservation Service, which is today known 
as the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for 
35 years. Norb helped map soils in many counties, including 
Butler. He was a large contributor to creating our Soils Sur-
vey book of Butler County.  

After leaving the Conservation Service, Norb sat on the But-
ler SWCD board from 2000 to 2008. He was active in the 
local and district FFA soils contests, where he was in charge 
of judging the soils pits. He attended many events for Butler 
SWCD and was a great promoter of conservation.  

Butler SWCD and NRCS will miss Norb, but we know that 
his passion for conservation will live on.  

Norb, the center of the 2007 staff and board of Butler SWCD 

Norb overseeing the 2004 Soils judging contest 
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Poster Contest 
For Grades K-12 
Calling all young artists, can you help others understand 
how important life in the soil is? The poster contest is 
open to every K-12 child in Butler County.  Our winners 
will be sent on to the state contest in July. Hopefully we 
will see a few winners there who will represent Ohio at 
the National Contest. In 2018, Lincoln Puthoff , from 
Butler County won the K-2 category for Ohio last year. 
 
Entry Deadline: Friday, May 3, 2019 
 
All entries must be sent to the Butler SWCD to be 
considered for the state and national contests.  
 
Please see www.butlerswcd.org/poster for all contest 
rules and the judging guidelines.  

Educator 
Workshop 
For Early Childhood  

Saturday, March 16,  2019  
9 am—12 pm 
At Butler SWCD 

Cost: $10 Attendees will 
receive the nationally 
recognized curricula along 
with many other resources 
for their classroom. 

Register by: March 8 

Register online at 
www.ButlerSWCD.org 

Approved for credit: 
Search ST# 10074267 at 
https://occrra.org/ 

Growing Up WILD provides 
an early foundation for 
developing positive 
impressions about the 
natural world and lifelong 
social and academic skills.  

OSU Extension New Ag & Natural               
Resources Educator:  
J.T. Benitez is the newest member at the Ohio State 
University Extension office in Butler County where he is 
the Extension Educator for Agriculture & Natural 
Resources (ANR). J.T. is originally from Southeast Warren 
County and grew up in Extension from a young age. He was 
an eight year member in Warren County 4-H and a four 
year member of the Warren County Junior Fairboard. He 
was also a 4-H Carteens Volunteer and exhibited Swine, 
Chickens, Turkeys and Sheep at the Warren County Fair.  

J.T. attended Eastern Kentucky University, where he 
received his Bachelors of Science in Agriculture/Agri-
Business. Then went on to attend Indiana Wesleyan 
University to receive his Masters of Science in 
Management.  

J.T. has a variety of past experiences in both OSU Extension 
and Purdue University Cooperative Extension offices. His 

most recent position was the 
Extension Educator for 4-H, 
ANR, FCS, and CD in Union 
County, Indiana.  

J.T. is excited to now be in the 
role of an ANR Educator, and 
looks forward to being part of the Butler County Extension 
Program and to be back at THE Ohio State University! 

J.T., his wife Lauren, and son Hollis reside currently in  
Liberty, Indiana but are looking to eventually move to the 
Oxford, Ohio area. J.T. and his family are excited to become 
part of the Butler County community. They enjoy spending 
time with family, living in the country, raising poultry and 
taking care of their garden.  

College 
Scholarship 
Deadline February 28 

The Butler SWCD offers a 
non-renewable $500 
college scholarship to 
Butler County students 
enrolling in classes which 
focus on the conservation of 
our natural resources.  

Eligibility: 

 Applicants must have 
parents or guardians who 
reside in Butler County. 

 Open to students of 
Sophomore status, who 
are pursuing a bachelor 
or associate degree.  

Please visit our website 
www.butlerswcd.org for   
additional eligibility 
requirements and 
guidelines. 
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Butler SWCD 
Mission: To promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources  

through technical assistance and education. 

What to Sponsor our Newsletter?  
Contact our office today 513-887-3720 
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GEORGE WISSING 

Streambank Stabilization 
Workshop 
Monday, April 8  
9:00—11:30 am 

At Carriage Hill House in Liberty Township  
6285 Coach House Way, Liberty Township, OH 45011  

2 CEU Credits Available 

Cost: $5 registration fee to cover refreshments and 
handouts.  

Register Online:  Visit www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop or 
call our office 513-887-3720. 

Local experts will present information on stream 
restoration practices for landowners and professionals, 
permitting requirements, erosion scenarios, stabilization 
practices, and the importance of riparian buffers. 
Streambank stabilization and restoration efforts will also 
be highlighted from The Department of Energy Fernald 
Preserve.  

Questions:  Contact Maddie at Butler SWCD 513-887-
3720 or email maurermr@butlercountyohio.org 

GEORGE WISSING 
11643 BANK ROAD 
CINCINNATI, OH 45251 

You’re Invited:  
Ag Producer Breakfast  
Tuesday, March 5 
At Butler SWCD 
1802 Princeton Rd, Hamilton 

The  Butler SWCD will be 
holding an Ag Producer 
Breakfast for all producers in 
our County.   

Breakfast begins at 7:30 am with the program starting at 
8:00 am.  

Topics include: FSA/NRCS updates, CAUV, Wildlife diseases 
and permitting, Three Valley Conservation Trust, manure 
management, and more.  

Although this program is free, an RSVP is needed by 
February 22 to estimate food.   

Call our office at 513-887-3720 or email      
butlerswcd@butlercountyohio.org to reserve your spot for 
the breakfast.  

http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720
http://www.ButlerSWCD.org/shop%20or%20call%20513-887-3720

