DECLASSIFIED

N A

;o 2 2
. ALION 26

. %ﬁﬂhﬁg’éﬁﬁ rli‘\oem B
Y 9 VP° A\

= =

RPN r L A T

COMMEND
CHRONOLOGY

EWCLASSIFEED 2

\‘
ey

. DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

S BEADQUARTERS

. e Battalion Landing Team 2/26
UNCLAS St e 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
FPO San Francisco, 96602
' 3/JDL/cce
5750

04 NOVEMEER, 1968
Serial No. (1303988

From: Commanding Qfficer
Tos Commander Tesk Group 79.4

Subjs Command Chronology for the period 1 October to 31 Qctobexr, 1968,

Bef: gai MCO 5750.24
b

FMPPACO 5750.8 fos)
e) Div0 5750.14 ~
j =
Enclsv (1) Command Chronology N
. g
1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), enclosure (1) is submitted. u
D.H. CLARK >
By direction
DISTRIBUTION: CTG 79.4 01l-15
@ CG 3rd AP 2%
CG 1lat MARDIV 17
G 3rd MARDIV 18
CG 9th MAB 19, 20 X
GO lst MARINES 21 -
GO 3rd MARINES 22 '-
8-3, BIP 2/26 23
880 Files 24, 25
<
TATRR N @ g = e
[L.I ] ‘;wl .‘-:\:r.i‘w?'(', L;f;} .
.}opy ¥o. / of _25 Copies . ‘

DECLASSIFIED

-



DECLASSIFIED

Owuliin. HBADQUARTERS
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@UE— PART I
EMELASSIFED QEGANTZATTONAL DATA . -
1. DESIGEAPION COMMARDER .

Battelion Landing Team 2,26 LtCol W.F.
24 Battalion, 26th Marines L$Col W.F.
SUBCRDINATE UNITS
H&S Co 1sslt D.S.
E Co Capt J.Co
F Co Cept - S.M.
G Co 1etlt Poh.
1ssls 7.6.
K Co 1stLt T.F.
2adls E.H,
Capt~ F.E.
ATT ACEMENTS
. Btzy B (-); lat Bu, 13th Mar Capt- F.R.
Mortar Btry, 1st Bn, 12%h Mar letLt H.H.
1st F1t (Rein), Co A, 5th AmTras Bn le$ld E.E.
1st Pl (Rein), Co A, 5th AT Ba latlt E.E.
2d P1t (Rein), Co C, 34 Engr Bn 1-51.3 J.J.
22 P18 (Rein), HS Co, 34 SP Bn 1latl$ S.J.
1st F1t (Rein), Co 4, 5th Recon Bn 1stbs P.J.
4th P1t (Rein), Co 4, 5th TK Bn. . 2n4Et  D.M.
24 P1t (Rein), Co C, 34 MT Bn 1stl® B.L.
LSU, BLT 2/26 1stL® P.A.

o

SPARKS

SPARKS.

1-31 Oct
1=31 Oct

HARR INGEOR 1-31 Oct

CREGAN 1=31 Oct
BABTMAN 1=31 Oet
POST 1-26 Oct
DOMOSALA 26=31 Oct
RUDD 1-28 Oct
HEISTEN III 2631 Oct
FARMER 31-31 Oot
FRANZEN. 1=3l Oct
SAUNDERS 131 Ot
COX 1-31 Oct
LINFRIE, JR, 1-31 Oob

ASHGROFT II 131 Oct

O tNEILL 131 Oct

MCDONALD, JR. 1~31 Oot

LAMDIN

BUBKS

1-31 Oot
1=31 Qot

1-31 Oct

e
18 E&S‘J’ﬂ’@( )

‘
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’ Det, HQ Bn, (Postal, Disb & Fhoto) 1stLt R.J. LOVELACE 1-31 Oct
lst Clearing Plt (Rein), Co D, 5th Lt(USE) D.A. BALLING . 131 Oct
Med Bn,
Security Det, HQ Co, 9th MAB Cpk - Rebe MARKHAM 1-31 Oct
Raval Gunfire Liaison Tesn Lt(JG)  J. CARBOLL 1=31 Oot
Det, Radio Relay, HQ Co, 26th Mar Sgt  J.W. BUFFA 1-31 Oct

2. LOCATION

1 - 011100H Octs Vie XD 899617
O11101H = 17 Oct: Vic XD 998661
17 = 19 Oct: Vio YD 302722 and Vic YD 315687
19 = 25 Ogts ARG. Shipping
25 - 31 Oot: Vio. BT 077654

3. SEAFF OFPIOERS

Executive Officer Maj C. TYE l=14 Oct

Maj D:H. CLARK. 14-31 Cot

S=1 1stLt J.W. SEAL 1«31 Oct

$-2 | S3gt  HoB. BOLAND 1-31 Oot

o Maj  JoD. LYNGH 1-31 Oct
S=4 Capt G0 -BROUVGHTON 1«31 Oct

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY SPRENGEE |
e usy OTHERS

PART II

On 1 October, the BLT (-) was participeting in Opsvatiom LABCASTER II, TROUSDALE
NCRTH under the operational centrol of the 9th lisrines. The BLT (=) was located in
the vicinity of 699617 in the western portion of the LARCASTER II Area of Operation.

At 0930H on 1 October, the BLT (=) was helilifted ic the southern .portion of the
IMZ in vieinity of XD 9867 .and XD 9868 grid squares to.participate .in Operation
LANCASTER II. During this part of the reporting peried, the BLT (-) was under the
operational control of the 34 Marines and conducted search and destroy operations in
..the aforementioned grid squares.
ufgLosure (1)
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DicLissiprgy . .

, The BLT (~) was employed.as follows: 1 Company provided seemrity initially to

the BLT Rear and subsequently on the southern. fiank; 2 Companies .attacked while 1
Company remained in reserve until -enemy resistence was destroyed; .daring latter
phases of the operation, .3 Companies. conducted Search and Destroy Operations..

On 17 October, the BLT (~-) was helilifted to the Cua Viet.area-to partioipate
in two separate operations in the NAPOLEAN - SALINE. A.O. The operations, conducted
18 Qctober;, involved the .employment -of two Companies in a cordon of a resettlement
village on the north bank of the Cua Viet River .and a two company Sesrch .and . Destroy
Operation from the Ocean View position to the DMZ,

At 1300H on 19 October, the BIT (=-) .commenced re-emxbarkation uj:on aasigned ARG
shipping.

At 0BOCH on. 25 Ogctober, the BLT .(-) conducted a heliborne amphibious assault to
conduct cordon and search operations in the lat Marines TAOR. At 1530H on 25 October,
operational control of the BLT (=) was passed to-1lat Marines and the BLP (-) contimued
cordon and search, and search and -destroy-operations in the 1let Merines TAOR. On
27 October the remainder of the BLT was off-loaded and procesded to FIC Da Hang o
establish a BLT Rear ashore and conduct extensive rehabilitstion.of equipment..

PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIPICANT EVENTS
1. MISSION. During the month the BLT was assigned the following missions:
‘ 8. 1 October, 1968 (Operation LANCASTER II = TROUSDALE NORPH). . .

(1) Prepare for helilift and participetion in Operation LANCASTER II under
OFCON of 34 Marines.

b. 1 to 17 October, 1968 (Operation LANCASTER II).

(1) Conduct Search and Destroy Operations in the northern LANGASTER II Area
of Operations to destroy ememy fortifications, supplies, and equipment..

(2) Conduot Search and Destroy- Oporat:lons along known road.in vicinity of
XD 9667 to the Ben Hai River for the purpose of locating and destroying enemy caches,
supplies and equipmemt.
6. 17 to 19 October, 1968 ( Operation FAPOLEAN — SALINE).

(1) Conduct a Cordon and Search of Xnan Khanh Regettlement Village with two
rifle companies,

(2) Conduct a Search and Destroy Operation of two company strength from the
Ocean View position to the Mz,

d. 25 October, 1968 (Operation BAGER HUNTER).

. (1) Conduct Amphibious Assault to find, fix end deetroy ememy forcee, caches,
and installations in the AOA and withdraw on oxder.
Enclosure (1)
UNCLAQSIFIED
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. e 26 to 31 October, 1968 (Operatrien emmnmz)
(1) Conduct. & Cordon-and-Search. Op&mt&mk .0f the: Viem. nans..!lllasa“cmplexm _

(2 ) om omsz:, condu@t Search and Deatmy epemma in the Phong Ho v.ulage
mi.na aréa. -

‘ (3) On order, conduct Cordon and Seamh Operations in- thp 2za Khe (2) and
Tra Lo Village Complexes..

" (4) On order, condust Cordon and Search. Operatima in she Mai Kim Son
(Masrble Mounta.in) Village Complex, .

2, SIGHIFICANT EVENTS

01 ot At 0L090CH, Operstional Control of BLT 2/26 paseed from 9th to 3rd Marines
for a special operation.in.the DMZ..

Ref: Journal Ko, 2 -
(Tab A $o Enclosure 1)

0l Oect At 011530% 8lmm Mortar Platoon rece:umd 18=20 ronnds_ of . lSWA 130m at XD 969678
resulting in 2 USHC KIA and- 2l USMG Wid.

0L Oct At OLL70CH, JBG engsged 10-12 NVA at XB 981662 resulting in 2 USHG KIA, 3 USMC
WIA and 3 NVA. xn(c)

. Ref: Journal No. 4
(Tad A to Enclosure 1)

02 Oct At 021320H, JBG made contact with 11 NVA in a bunker complex at XD 979688
: 2 UL weps KIA during the initial contact. Subsequent Fixed Wing mission
resulted in 2 HVA KBA(G) and approximately 5 btunkers destroyed.

Ref: Journal No. 27
(Tsb A to Enclosure 1)

» 02 Oct At 021440H, JBH found 7 living bunkers: cgpable of .sleeping 8 to 9 people.
Bunkers appeared not to have been used in some time, The bunkers were
destroyed.

Ref; Journal No. 14
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

02 Oct At 022330H; JBG at XD 974687 heard tracked vehicles, voices and scresming
500 to a 1000 meters from their position. Artillexy missiona .were conducted
with excellent target coverage. An attempt was mads to conduct Fixed Wing.
missions but the -BLT was unable to illurinate the- target for-pilot oriemtation
rurposes since no a,rty battery aveilable was vwithin-illumination renge.

Ref: Jourmal Fo. 18
. (Tab A to Enclosure 1)
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. 03 Oct

03 Oct

03 Oct

03 Oct

04 Oct

04 Oct

04 Oct

At 030130H, JBF -received 4 rounds of 130mm artillery resulting in 2 USMC KIA
and 5 USMC WIA., Artillery came from.an unknown direction and range. XNo
action was possible,

Ref: Journsl No., 20
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 031140H, an A0 under JB control datected two underwater bridges at XD 994704.
A0 directed 2 flights 'of Fixed Wing resulting in the destruction of the
bridges, one additional culvert type dridge on-the road being searched was
destroyed and the road.was cut in three places.

Ref: Journal He. 25
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 03130CH, JBG.made. contact with NVA in bunkers on top of the company.
objective at XD 979688, JBH at XD 976684 has made no contact .and is con-
tinuing to move to .a flanking position. JBE found a complex of- vehicle
revetments at XD 978676, they.also found a vehicle parking area at XD 983670.
Both were d.estroyed. 4

Ref: Journal Koo 26
(Tab A to Enolosure 1)

At 032005H, JBG while directing axrtillery fire on a bunker complex at
XD 979688 observed 6 sécondary explosions.

Ref: Journal No. 32
(Tad A to Enclosure 1)

At 041325H, JBH found a 152mm gun position and 10-12 rounds of 152mm .ammo
at XD 984688, This finding ocourred as JBH was moving to a position from
which to attack the flank and rear of the bunker complex that JBG was engaging.

Ref: Journal No. 35
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 0415008, JBE made contact with an eStimated 25 NVA, JBH.destroyed 3
machine gun bunkers and 1 60mn position. JBH also captured-documents,
small arms ammwmition, RPG rounds and 1 60um Mortar that was physically
wrestled from its crew. Action resulted in 3 NVA KIA(C) and 14 USMC WIA.

Ref: Journal No. 38
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 04180CH, JBG encountered an NVA mashine gun position and several bunkers

at XD 979688, JBG marsuvered and threw grenades into ithe bunkers. - Results
of the astion wers 1 USMC KIA, 2 USMC WTA and 2 NWa XIa(c). :

PSSR o

6 eniimiminiing T
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. 05 Oct

05 Oct

05 Oct

07 Oct

07 Oct

. 07 Oct

At 050001H, JOHN BROWN's (BLT 2/26) call sign was cheanged to SNUB NOSE.

Ref: Journal No. 41
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 050730H; 8lmm Mortar Platoan Forward Observer spotted an enemy bunker and
truck at XD 996697, An Artillery mission was fired xesulting in 3 secondary
explogions. '

Ref: Journsl No. 43
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 051745H, SNH at XD 958698 received 6 to 8 rounds of 130mm. 4 counter-
artillery mission was fired on XD 984704. SNH reported 5 secondary explosions.

Ref: Journal No. 49
(Tab A to Emclosure.1)

At 061140H, SNF and SHH -heard enemy artillexy firing from approximately
XD 982704 and YP 025738, Counter-Artillery migsion was conducied resulting
in 2 secondsry explosions. 1

Ref: Journal No., 58
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 061245H, SHH found 150 rounds of :LSme 8% XD 985686. Awaiting further
instruotions from HALL MARK..

Refs Journal No. 59
(Tab A %o Ensclosure 1)

At 062045H, SKFE F.0, oonduoting prep £ires cn.XD 991692 obaerved 30 to 35
sscondary explosions.

Ref: Journal No. 68
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At OT090CH, A.0. working for SNUB NOSE observed an oil slick on the Ben Hai
River at XD 994704, 0il mlick believed to be from enemy fuel. drums.that were
raptured by Close Air Support strikes conmducted on bridges and dikes in the
area.

Ref: Journal No, T3
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At OT1345H, SNE received 12 rounds of 82mm fror XD 997687. Axrtillery and
Air will be directed on suspected mortar. sites.

Ref: Journal No. 78
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 071620H, SNE reported receiving approximately 5 rounds of 82mm incoming
from XD 997688, resulting in 2 USMC WIA (minor). Counter-mortar fires being

o wmzn, PR o

(Ted 4 to Bnclosare 1) P e, 8
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".OT Oct

07 Oct

07 Oct

08 Oct

08 Oot

08 Oot

At O71415H, SNE while moving on a road at XD 985686-imcurred 4 USMC WIA
due- to-a- command -detonated.-device. -:Also.received. 130mm incoming at the
same time from XD 984702, .SNE withdrew and directed an-artillery missiom
on the enemy positioms. . . .

Ref: Jeurnal Ho, 82
(Tab A to Enclosure.l)

At OT1TMCH, SNH found s Soviet made 6 cylinder diesel,.full.track prime..

‘mover-ak-XD 988689, - Vehicle :was partially:burned. - Appeared.to.have.beon .

hit-by & 105mm round. There was.a winch on ihe.€ront.bumper similar to
our 6 X 6. On the rear a eoupling device for. p.\llmg«an artillery. piece
or something of that nature.-

Ref: Journal Ho. 86
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At OT1T16H, SFH discovered.85mm.gun.pits with ammo bunkers containing 40
founds of 85mm ammo.. Pita, bunkers and.smmo were destroyed. This finding
occurrgd as SNB vwad being maneuvered to the flank of an enemy pos:.tion at
XD 988689,

, : . 16
Bef: Journal No. 87 | 2
(Tab A to Enclosure 1) _ |
At 081025H, -an A.0. controlled by SHUB NOSE cbeerved .200 to 300 meters of
trench line and bunkers at XD 988693, C.A.S was committed resulting in
3 nn KBA(G)a ' ’

Refs Journal Ho. 92

* (Tab & to Enclesurs 1)

At 081110H, SN received 3 rounds of 75mm fired from the vicinity of XD 986693,
€C.Aoe3. was committed resulting in the destxuction of 3 bunkers, 1 truck
revetment amd 1 KVA HA(G)

Ref: Journal No. 93
(Tab A %o Enclosure 1)

At 08LBO0H, SNH reported contsct with enemy elements defending a hill at

XD 988689 from 1400H to 1730H. Results of contast were: 2 USMC KIA, 11

USMC WIA and 17 NVA KIA(C). SNH alsc observed mumerous bodies being dragsed
away, NVA equipment captured includsd U.S. 782 gear, 2 AK-47's and 2 AK=50's.

Ref: Journal Ne. 102
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At OBl530H, SNE came under 82um mortar a“tack at XD 987688. Results of
attaock were 1 USMG KIA end 17 USMC WIA.
Ref: Journal No. 105

BEEED WS e
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9 Oct

10 Qct

@0 oct

11 Oot

11 Oot

12 Oct

At 0817258, -An A-Q.-ebeerved 6 t0.10 £reshly built . 5°X8' bunkers. spaced
over a distance of 150 metara. Bunkars. were. isstyoyed-by Aiz..

Ref: Jom:_g_al.llo-o,lo
(Pab 4 to Easlosuve.l) | L,

. -At-G91700H, SHE-Teperted -that-sueny. vehicles sould be besrd in the yicinity

of XD 990693. Suhseguent.
exploaion.

, mission-vegulted in cne secondary
Bef: Journgl No. 113
(Tab. &4 to Bpalosare 1)
At 09174CH, SNG found 2 very fmssh NVA Bunkers at XD 081687 Ome bumkexr
contained 6 82mm rounds with fnzess Rounds.and bunkers destroyed with
demolitione. f :

Ref: Journal No. 115
(Tab A to Enclomre 1)

At 1009258, SHH reported .that.the ensmy. dead from ihe cantmet on 08Ot

.at XD 987689 were left at the scene of the fire fight; 11 .more NVA-bodies

and 8 30 cal machinegun were. found.. ... -

Ref; Journal .Noo..;l.zz—
(Tab A %o Enclemxe.l).

At 101605H,- 35 -feund 2 merter pits, 1 "A" frame bunker, a 50 oal washine
gun position and 6 spent <50 cal roupds.ab. XD.994695: All were daztroyed.

Refs Journal No. 129
(Tab A %o Enclosure 1)

At 110925H, SNG discovered 36 152um canisters and cirarges at XD-993693 ..
Bounds were in bunkers and well hi ;

Ref: Journal No. 134
(ab- A -to Enclosure 1)

At 111015H, SNG found en additiomal 40 rounds of 152mm .at XD 994694

Ref: Journal No. 135
(Tab 4 to Emclosuxe 1)

At 121534H, SKF found a -deatrayed amphilrions imacter gt XD 9976984 It
had & 12 oylinder diegel .angine with a winch oi the rear. Presunsbly of
USSR mannfacture. R _ .

Ref: Journsl No. 1435
(Tab A to Enclesare-1) hEeans wmmﬂ% AT

9 | T
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.1}~00t -&%-13130CH , -SREF - W&mm | +o.scnthanst £rom XD 999697 %o
ID 003694, A‘& D 002695 th.oy £ound.. ﬁumatmw-ﬁunkowm-wed.

Refs Journal No. 148 -
(Tab.A to Enclamaxe.L). -

15 Oct - At 15113CH, -SE-elements. feund-3-hage ol 15200 JRorenent sy 14 -MRkoray. 4
... -RPG--pounde, -13 mmwmm&qﬁ“&mm “.Lmantam
and 4 grenades at XD 9T668L.. ma all mﬂuniu-ouand equipment with
demelitions.

Ref: Journal No..158
(Pab A $0 Enclesuws.l).

25 Oct At 250001H, SNUB HOSE (LT 2/26) call sign changad. o WORDER WA,

e

R’f: Jmal Hee lGlA
(Tab A to Enelosuwe-1)

-25-0st - -At 250825H, W A" -Conmand: Group departed- -the -LPH-S £or-Coxdon -and .Search
Operations (Operation. EAGEE mmmm) 4n. the A.qu—pusczihsd Ty CTG T9.4.
Arrived. 250835H,

‘Refs Journal No,-162. :
(Pab 4 to Enclosure 1) - - -

.25 Oct - At 25105CH, -an M -werkieg with-WWE-directed G A0S, onl 5 V0 at BT, 078629,
Pirect hite with 250 lb bombs mtedmm a@amt&boéar count. 1 VC KBA(C).

- Refs Jonmalnoolﬁfl
(Pab- A to Enslosure 1)

25 Oct- At 25115S8H, WE&&&MJB edulte, 1 tsanager gnd 2 babies. at BT 095657,
2 of the adulte had no. ID mdagale MmMum

Refs Journgl No, 170
(Tab .A to Enclesare. 1)

25 Oct At 2513008, WWG detained 1 female at BT 109659. .She ums found to be listed
on the 3d and Sth CIT Black. List, She . bhad. 39,21MQH on har peragn.

Bef: Journal No. 173
(Tad A to Emelosuxe 1).

25 Oct At 25153CH, Operational Contrel of WW (BLT 2/26) pa.ssed to. PARAMA HAT (1st
Marines). WW commenced omtmmm.nm :

Bef:; Journal No. 174

S L —
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26 Oct

26 Oct

26 Oct

27 Oct

27 Cet

27 Oot

At 26103CH, WWH found 75 sheets of handwritten .doecuments, mess gear, .parts.
of NVA grenades and 3 sets.of NVA uniforms at BT (97656. Documsnts and
other gear was turned in to 9-2; granade parts were blowm in place.

Refs Jourmal No. 184 | |

(Pab A to Bnolosure 1)

At 260930H, WWF was spproacned by 3 female. adults carrying e fourth.and 2
male children at BT 089653, The woman-being.carried had a gunshot wound in
her rTight foot, One-of the -women had no ID card.and. her name was co.ihe ITT
Black List. ITP released.-the others without uﬁhm:izatiou from WW2 or Wi,
One femele deteines forwarded.to PH.CP. .

Ref: Joumrnal No. 187
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 26153CH, WWP found a tunnel:wvhich-had-been previsusly booby trapped; -booby
trap-had-been removed. A 55 gal drum of rice wae -aleo found at BT (02658, The
rice was scattered over g large area as s denial measure.

Refs Journal No. 188
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 262345H, a WWE LP.wes taken under five by an unknown éize. ensuy unit at
BT (91647, Pire was returned and an Slmn mission was directed with unknown
results., 2 USMC WIA (minor). . .
Ref: Journal Fo. 191 o
(Tad A to Enclosure.l)

At 270800E, WW helilift to Phong Hn (BT Q72623) initiated.

Ref: Journal No. 1924
(Tab 4 to Enclesurs 1)

At 270600H, WWE found a tunker complex.end 2 huts whish appeared to be a
rest area/mine fastory st BT 058624, Alse disgovered 150 1bs of rice,
assorted clothing and emall articles, Destroyed.in place,

Ref: Journal No. 207
(Tab A to Enslosure 1)

At 2712208, WWH found and searched 1 tunker and 3 straw hooches at BT 072625,
Search revesled 3 100 1b bags of flour and 135 1bs of rice. Destroyed in
place.

Ref; Journal No. 205
(Tab A to Bnclosure 1)

il I
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i

.21 Oct A%t 27150CH, WWE fcund 1.%0.3 tons of rice hidden. in veaes .and stons.contain-
. ers made up-to-look 1like.greve sites, Three.individual M-26.grenades were
employed as-booby traps and 1 M-26 was hooked up with.e.lQSmm round .at
BT 065628, Booby traps.and rice was destroyed. -

Refs Jourmsl Fo. 208
(Tekb A to Englosure 1)

27 Oct At 27163CH, WG found 6 bunkers at BT 071620. Five.of ihe toukers were
. surrounded by .spider holes. Bunkers and holes wers degtroyed. The bunkers
had %in roofs and were lined with brick with-cepcvete flocrs.

Ref: Journal No. 209
(Tah A %o Enclosure- 1)

27 Oct At 271800H, WWF at BT 066625 found. 2 becby trapped M-26_grenades. Fins
were pulled and grensdes placed in fruit. cens.with. txip. wires. . Blown. in
plase, - A -25-1b-bex mine wes found in the same-¥isiniiy. Pressure .release
device on mine wes acoidentially released detenating mine. which resulted in
2 USMC WIA (medevasced). S - .

Ref: Journal Bo. 203
(Tab- & to Englosare 1)

28 Oct At 280116H, WWP at BT 065625 received 20 rounds of 82mm from BT 074632,
Counter morter £ires were conducted. Ingaming. resulted in 5 USMC KIA and
. 15 USMC WIA _(medwa;@m). : :

Ref: Jeurnal Ho, 211
(Ted A to Enslosure 1)

28 Oct At 28093CH, WWF .collected 94 civiliens at BT 066628, mastly middle aged.
‘women and children, One child about 6 years old led a-WWF element to
a small cashe of rice, About 90% of the-cellested civiliens bad ID cards.

Ref: Journal No. 215
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

28 Oct At 280930H, WWH sent 500 lbe of rice to be evasiated fyxom L2 DEFEND. An
additionsl 1000 lbe was destroyed as it was untransportabls..

Ref: Journal FHo. 216
(Pad A %o Enslosure 1)

28 Oct At 26101(H, WWF. found 900 1bs of unhusked rice in urns at BT 066626. The
rice wes transported to LZ DEFEL® fer evasuation..

Ref: Jeurnsl No. 217

U
" i
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S

. 28 Oct

29 Ogt

'290@1;

29 Ot

29 Oct

29 Oct

29 Ost

® | 0

At approximetely 281200H, WW heljlifs to Tra Lo (B? 086662) was initiated.

Ref: Journal Ho. 2134
(Tad A to Emclosuve 1)

At 290830H, 8 mine was set off by WWG st BT 080690 resulting in 1 USMC KIA
and 1 USMC WIA.

Refs Journsl No. 225
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 291030H, WH encountered 1 VN male st BT 087679, Individnal had no ID
Card, Semt to ITT at 24 Battalion, 1lst Marines CP for interrogation.

Ref: Journel No. 223
(Tad A to Enclosure 1)

At 29103CH, a mine wes set off by WWG at BT 080690 resulting in 2 USMC WIA
(medevased), 1 of the WIA's later died. :

Refs Jeurnal No, 225 §
(Pab A to Emelosure 1) .

At 29110CH, WWE found 7 brisk lined bdmb shelters at BT 076662, medical
supplies at BT 075681, 4 detainees at BY 074683, red flag with gold hammer
and siekle and several documents st BT 076682, Bunkers wers blown, medical
supplies given to the ARVN's and detainees, fleg and documents were sent to
W3 's positiom, '

Ref: Journal Ne. 229
(Tab 4 to Enclosure 1)

At 291100H, W3 found 2 teemaged VN males who had been killed by shrapmel

at B? (084687, WWG bed not fired arty or mortars in that area. Bodieg were
left at that positiom.

Refs: Jeurmal Noo 233
(Tsb A to Bnclosure 1)

At 2911308, a Marine from WWF detonated a small booby trap at BT 065690
resulting in 1 UIMC WIA (minor).

Refs Jourmal No. 226
(Tad A to Enclosure 1)

At 291515H, WWF during cordon of Tra Khe II at BT 067683 detained 18 VR,
6 of whom appeared on the Blask List. Detainees delivered to 2/1 ITE.

Ref: Jeurnal No. 231 .
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At 301240H, o member of WWG at BT 080690 set off a M<26 booby trap resulting
in 1 USMC WIA (medevaced)o

Ref: Journal Ho. 257
(Teb A to Enclosure 1)

At approximately 31080CH, WW elements were helilifted to the vicinity of
Fui Kim Son (BT 073707) to ecnduct Gordon and Search of that village.

Ref: Journal No. 240A
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 31103CH, WWG found a save containing 1 VN male skeleton which was wrapped
in plastic and appeared to have been dead for at, least 6 months. A tin of
7.62mm AK-A7 ammo was also found in the cave whi@h vwas located a.t BT 076704,

Ref: Jeurnsl Ho. 243
(Tab A to Enclosure 1)

At 311155H, CIT and ITT with seeurity provided byw elemente, screened 122
VN et BT OT3707 (Mui Kim Sen) resulting in the detention of 1 VN male who
hed 30,000 Pisstres on his person, 1 16 year old VN male who was pointed
out by the aefores mentioned VN who stated that the 16 ysar old was a guide
for transient VO/NVA forces. 3 VN women whose names sppear on the Black
List were algo detained. Y ‘

Ref; Journal No's 24? & 255
(Tab A to Enclosure 1

3. PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION

Perscpnel _
(1) Humber of replacements received: 5 Officers & 169 Enlisted,

(2) MNumber of personnel lost through rotation: 6 Officers & 99 Enlisted.
(3) Number of personnel lost through sttrition other then rotation:
(a) KIAs Officers 0. Enlisted: 18

1 Iz O , 9
2 Viem Dong 0 1
3 HNui Kim Som 0 &
* _4 Khe Sanh 0 2
i @mf@ .' meems
e ol . Squ—
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() DOWs  Officerss
1 Hui Kim Son
(o) WIAs foieém:
L w2 ,_
2 Cus Viet
3 Viem Dong
4 Muji Kim Son

(d) HNBC: Officers

DMz

2 Cug Viet

2. Viem Dong

4 Fui Kin Son

mi&tﬁdl

9

0 :

3 Hqlisteds
. ;

0

0

2

0  Enlisted:
. ‘

0]

0

0

(e) Intra-MaB/Regiment Transforss 319

. * Previously listed MIA's from Khe 3amh (Durir~ March 1968).

ng:h'rd

(4) Number of personnel wounded, treated end returned to duty, and non-
battle camualties returned to duty after treatment. '

(a) WIAs Officers
L m
2 Nui Kin Son
(b) MNBC: Officers

b. Administration

d  Enlisteds
9
1 o

0 Enlisted:

2

fon | =

(1) Awerdss One (1) Silver Star was avarded in the Battaliom.

(2) Promotionmss

1stlt - 3 Sgt - 2

2ndLt - 1 Cpl = 64

33gt - 2 Lpl - 4
PFC -

alﬂﬁ?‘,JASSHHED
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(3) Postal Servisess Mail service has besn excellant with almost daily
dslivery to the troops in the field. Mafl is initially sorted in the rear amd
couriered to the fieid for distributiom. - i :

_ (4) Post Eﬁ@ha@g@s P@gt_ exchange facilities were available oniy to the
Battslion Rear except during the period 19-25 Octcber, when the Battalion Landing
Team was backloaded aboarxd ship. o . . -

(5) Special Servicess Writing kits, games and sveatshirts were issued to
all units. Specisl Bervices funds were used to purchase beer and soda for distri-
bution to all persommsl,

4. INTELLIGENGE-

Enemy Situstion at the Beginning of the Reportimg Period. The suspected
snemy units located within or jasent to the operating a belonged %o the 320th
NVA Division. Elements of the 524 Regiment, 320th NVA Division were last reported
as being located south of the Ben Hsi River, within the southorn boundary of the
IMZ. The 48th Regiment, 320th NVA Division was thought to ks located to the NW and
West of the BLT 2/26 A.0. NVA artillery units were located just North of the Ben
Hai River and glso deep within the area of N. Vietnam, Although the lccation of
two NVA artillery pieses (75mm Pack Howitzers) was kmown, the 130mm artillery
locations remained undetected. The NVA units emgaged by BLT 2/26 wers also support-
ed by a transpcorbabtion unit, whish did in fast, employ vehicles south of the Ben
Hai River within the BLP 2/26 A.0. The vehicles wers prime movers for 152um artillery
.pie,@e796whigh were removed from the operating area, probobly before insertion of
BLT 2/26.

b 0 m@ {10

Initisted Incidents During the Beporiing Period.

(l) Contastes During the reporting period there were 11 ground contacts,
the most significant of which sccurred on 08 October. During this engagement, H/2/26
killed a minimum of 28 NVA (C).

(2) Suipers During tke reporting period there were 6 sniper incidemts,
all of which ocecurred while BLT 2726 was OPCON tc the lst Marimes.

(3) Mines/Bocky-Traps: While cperating under *he OPCON of the 1st LVT
Battalion, in the area north of OCEAN VIEW (YD 292752), BLF 2/26 lcecated and destroy-
ed 4 booby=traps. During this ssme period, two AmTracs and one Tank detonated mines
of an unknown type while operating in sonjunction with BLT 2/26. During the report-
ing period in whish BLT 2/26 was cperating in the lst Marines A.O., BLT 2/26 elements
encountered 14 mines and 18 bocby-traps. Of that total only four were detonated
and infligted casualties.

(4) Artillery/Mortar Pires Duvcing the meporting . sriod, the enemy engaged
BLT 2/26 with artillery on 12 occasirms and witk morter fire 5 times. Following is
a recapitulation of the number sf rounds and caliher, '13o provided are locations of
known artillery and morbar positioms thet fired upen BLZ 2/2€.

. Enclosure (1)
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(s) Recapitulation of Rounds Received.
68 = 130mm Rde
6 = T5mm Pack Howitzer Rds
Uok = 107mm Recoilless Rifle Rds
32 = 82mm Rds
Unk - 60mn Rds o
51 - Unknown Type Arty R

(b) EKnown artillery and morbar positions are indicated belows
75mm Pack Howitzer XD 985704, XD 988693 & ID 001719

107mm RR XD 993705

82am Mortar XD 997687 & BT 074632

60ma Mortar XD 990692, XD 988691, XD 994688 & XD 9968697
Unk Type Morbar XD 998693, XD 994687 & XD 997668

Pos/Susp Arty Peme XD 984694, XD 985740 & XD 984702
152mm Gun position found at XD 984687,
85mm Gun position found at XD DBBESS.

6. Summary of Bnemy Cesuislties,

Capbired and Equipment Captured During Period.

KIA (Ground) %4
KBA (Air) 7
KBA (Arty) 3 Cs
Detainees 18
Captured Exxipment:

W PN

240 Ris 152mm

20 Rds 95mm

19 Rds SZmm

02 AK-47 Rifles

02 AK-50 Rifles

01 .30 eal M.G,

Small smounts of medical and 782 gear.

(6) BEquipment Destroyed:

6935 lbe Rice

Z0 Lbs Flour

19 Bds BFG

05 Chi-Con Grenades

0l Amphibicue Tragcked Vehicle
0l Trasksd Vehicle

01 6C0mm Mortar Pube

Small smounts of NVA uniforms.

(7) Destroyed Epemy Positicmss

Bunkcers 59 AN AR
® Bridges 1 [ ACCRIED
Underwater Bridges 2 RSP EY
.50 gl Positioms 1
Enclosure (1)
— . S . ..
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(1) The ememy srtillery positione and a suspected command and sontrol
complex located within the Southern boundary of the IMZ were defended by an cstimated
NVA Infentry Battalion (Rein). The infantry sssumed a series of defensive positions
that were cagily defended by platoon sized units., These defensive positions wore of
the claszic reverse~slope dsfense, wsll soncealed with dense underbrush and heavily
bunkered, The NVA fought initially against the BLT 2/26 in a defensive nature,
employing Small Arms, Automatic Weapons, Mortars, Direct Fire flat trajectory weapons
and Artillery, The initial NVA unit engsged (estimated company size) was a determined
and well trained soldier, however, after intensive friendly supporting arms were
brought to bear on the NVA positioms, the enemy unit withdrew, only to take up a
defensive posture snce again in preparsd positions.

(2) The artillery gun pits and suspected command center was ringed with
prepared mortar pits. It was noted that the majorisy of these positions were located
to the rear and flanks of both. the eommand céhter and gun pits. The moxrtar crews
would often fire, movs immediately to a nsw position, and re~ume firing.

® Enemy Situabion st the Emd of Period.

(1) During the sweep along ths ccestal area above Cus Viet and Ocean View,
no known ensmy uniis wers reported ss being located within the BLT 2/26 Aq0,

(2) The areas of Phong Ho II (BT 0662), o Viem Dong (BT 0965) and Fui
Kim Son (BT 0770) sre msjor infiltration routes for ensmy unite moving along the
coagtal area. Enemy units kmown t0 move within th®- area are the R 20 Losal Forse
Battalion, the T-89 Sapper Battaliom and the Q-86 HOA VANG) Losal Force Compeanye.
The presence of the T-89 Sapper Battalion within the BLT 2/26 4.0, was indicated by
the number of mines and Yochy-traps enssuntered, Although no major ground eontact
wag esteblished with ths B 20 Ba@t@h@mg it is bighly probable that it was that
unit whish mortared F/2/36 on 28 October during early morning hours.

f. Weathers The Weather curing the let part of the reporting period was poor
and a definite handicep t¢ air operation. However, the weather changed and was good
during the latter partion of the reperting pericd,

5. OFEBATICNS

8. Command Relatioms. The BLT was under the operationmal control of the follow-
ing commandss

ath Merines Q1000LH to QLLOS2E Qot 1968
34 Marines OL1100H to 171559 Oct 19€3

Lleat AmTras Bn 17160CF to 1912%9H et 1968

CIC T9.4 191300H to 251529H Oct 1968
. lst Marines 251570H to 312400H Oct 1968
qqm}ma rﬁ g m Enclosure (1)
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' b, Mgjor Opsraticns perticipated in wers:
Operation LANCASTER II - TROUSDALE NORTH 1 Ost 1968

Operation LANCASTER IT 1 to 17 Oot. 1968
Opération NAPOLECN - SALINE 17 to 19 Oct 1968
Operstion EAGER HUNTER 25 Ost 1968
Opersbion GARRARD EAY . 25 to 31 O3t 1968

8. New Te@hni@e&a

(1) During ths period of operations on the Ben Hai River, the BLT found
itself in a position whersin the ememy eould and Aid employ sapporting armg to
include general sapport artillezy. in the defense of tactical positioms. The most
effestive counter s the situation was to adept a technique ~:re frequently attributed
to the NVA; that of opsrsting eross—csuntry end srose—somparsment in order to take
full edvantage of the soncealment efforded by the dense vwsgstation. It was found that
the individual Mamine sdapted wsll to this technique while ths NVA never sesmed to
grasp the fact thal the main ettack and bulk of the BLT forces were mot moving slong
the easier ground on the %race of the rosd being searched,

(2) A #eeind techniqus that is doubkless not new but one that proved
sufficiently effeotive tu warrant reaffirmation wag that :f losating LZ's remote
from the sommand pegt or other positionss The LZ"  soved $o be a zsgistration point
for enemy artillery and, despite the silitiomsl &iiort and troop unit scommitiment
involved, in men-tarrying supplies, the remote locatiom of LZ's was considered valid

in that the enemy wested mary artilisry missions searching for what he assumed to be
positlon& in the wvirinity of LZls,

(3) vhen ememy artillery or merters did impact into o friendly position, no
early attempts #ers made to medevas wounded unless tHe wounded wers of the smergency
category. It was noted early that mach of the enemy artillezy fire vas bmught to
bear on sress that he muzpected were ocsupisd by BLE Zuée In view of the fact that,
for wo apparent reasom, the émsmy would fire g few rounds inte a terrain feature and
then cease firs, It was falt that the esase fire psrie® was ussd to detest the approach
of Medevaes aircrafb, Consequsntly, so long as the 1ivss of individual Marines were
not endangersd, svatuation to7k place hours lLater, mormally from an LZ remote from
the peint <f injury. The en?my asppearsd urshble tc react quickly ¢c the sudden
appearence of Medsves aircraft in an unsuspscted ares and sesme 0 have not assoclated
the evacuatioms with khis previews srtillery miseions.

(4) The stsndard snemy defenss ensountered cn 14e Ben Hal ogem‘tion weg &
sories of mutually supporting reverses slope bunkers coveri.g more than cme pisce of
dsfensible terrain, In cne instsnce. ths ¢mple coverad g seriss of three small hille
astride the road being searched., When alr strikes were initially smploysd on the
first reverss slope it wes noiised that ths enemy resistance was mot mabstantially

. Enclosure (1)
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. wegkened éespite the fast that ten flights, zome armed with 750 lb Yombs were sommitted.
It vas degided that the ememy, teking sdvantage of the thick vegetation and time .
lapse between the Aerial @bsamr“a perking round -end roll=in of the first attacking
aircraft, vere abmd@ning ‘the. po sitions and observing the air attack from the next
rearvard posibionie A@@@rdmalm on the aext day aﬂﬁer dsta,il,ed briefings of pilots
and the Aerial @’bsammg air’ strike@ wers condncted on targets other than those marked
by the Aerisl Ghsemxﬂa rockets. Enemy msi&tan@e was noticeably and almost immed-
iately reduced. ‘

"~ (5) While hardly e mew '&e@lm,iqmeg it ghould be noted that the NVA defenders
were partioularly unmindful of the £lanks or inoapable of early detection and reaction
to a flanking attack. On two sepsrate occasions, ‘the defenders vers concentrating '
upon the gecondary stteck moving on the trase of the road end were completely suprised
by attacks from the left aud left rear. Whether this is en inhevent weakness in :
VA defensive doctrine or a reflestion of eur nomal tendency to attask astride lines
of communication @ann@t be accurately &@sessed.a

' (6) Lastly, mo mew techniques were found whem physically attecking fortified
positions; howsver, mention should be made of the fast that the Marine Corps doctrinsl .
method of attasking fortifiéd positione remains sound. Flame throwers were not avail-
able to the BLT nor were satchel charges., There is no substitute for the former, '
while grenades and fisld-menufactured devices were substituted for the latter. In all
other respects, the bunkers were suscessfully sttacked in ascordence with Marine

Corps D@gtrmwe

& ZTra M On=the= J@bm‘@mmm was @ondu@ted, by all elemerits of the BLE
during the month. All rifle companies, the 8lmm Mew%ar Plt, Enginesrs and the 106mm
RR P1t also received 2 hours of instruction on ent.y mines and booby-traps preaented
by a lat Enginee;? Battalicn centact team.

[ Eim »_' "»"

- (1) Artillery. - From 1 Octeher to 17 October 1965, BLL 2/26 received
artillexry support fr@m st Battahcm, 12th Marines lccated at Camp cmollo

(e) 165 HeI's wexs fired.

(b) 157 HE missions wem fired. -

(@) 4 Illumin&.t;lom nisgions were fired.

(4) 6 significsnt missions were fired during the period.

Py A-ta 052000119 G@mpamy G"s Fo0, called in g f£ire missicon for prep
fires at grid XD 97968@ resulting in 7-8 secondary explcalomso

. At 0@51511, Company E' F.(. called in & fire mission on astive
enemy mortar at m@ XD 962682 resulting in excellent o vebagsiind-morfar dilénsedy 7

® | | ; Enslosure (1)
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3 At 0521104, Gompany H's Fo0, called in e £ire mission on suspect-
ed enemy movement an;ta grid XD 980699 mml‘ﬁ;ing in 1 p@ssible se@ondaxy and @essatmn
of movement,

4 A% 080030H, Company H's F.0, called in s fire mission on & saspect-

ed eneny peamion at: gzid YD @()5696;9 remlting in 3 se@ondary explosicnao

At 080100H, Company G's F.0, salled in & fire migsion on mspect-»
ed a@tive arty at x;n 975704, resulting in 6 aecondary sxplosionso :

6 At (921308, Compeny G's F.0, called in a ﬁ,re mission on a knowm
enemy positi@ and’ prep fire at XD 987693, mmltmg in 6 se@onda.ry explogions.

(2) Proem 25 tc 31 Q@t@be::9 19689 the BLEE received artillery support from
1% Bn, llth Marines located at Ba, Nang

(a) N@ H&I“s were f£ired.

(b,) 20 HE misgion& were fired,

(@_) 3 Illumination mi_s,sgmn@, were fired,

(d) Thers were no significent missions.
(3) almm Mortes Pit.

17 end 25 to 3 Oct@‘@@rg 19680 m@ pla'@oan was 1r mtsd, at me BL‘E cP i.n the ﬁ.el@e
i 20 m pissions were f;u,red.o
2 12 WP misai@n@ wers ﬁmdo

N@ z,llumimtion misai@ng were fired.

T

On@ si@iﬁ,@amt mission was fire@o

& At 0815308, the platoon conducted & missienm in sapport @f
Gompanies E eand H a,t XD 9946920  One enemy 60mm mortsr was destioyed end the Fletoon
wag credited with mmr%ing an sttempted ensmy @mmr@amm@ while inﬁ’liefsing mamems
@amltie@ upen the enmemy forses

(4) 106mn BB Pl’@:o The Platoen supporéed the BLT during the period 27 to 31
October, 1968. AT S , :

.~ {(a) 8 rounds of HEAT gnd € rounds of HEP&:’ were Zired at an wt:.w eneny
mortar site d'estmymg two buildings. '

Enolosurs (1)
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‘ £, Alr Support. During October, BLE 2/26 made eight Battalion size helilifts
consisting of Bifle Gompanies, the "A" Command Cxoup, 8lmm Mortaxr Platoon and the 106mm
BR Platotn, Of thes®, six were tactical and twe were administrative. The lifte
involved 4,290 trocps and over 80,000 1bs of sargo. Particularly note-worthy was the
reriod 25 to 31 October during which BLT 2/26 nmade four tastical helilifts within
seven days, Fixed Wing support wes-hampsred by pocr weather early in the month while
the BLT vas in the IMZ, During the latter part of the month, although good weather
prevailed; extensive uss of Fixed Wing support was precluded by the ecordon and search
miseions aesigned the BIZ:. As a resuli) 6ply 33 Pixed Wing sorties were flown in
support of the BLT. Offsetting this was the large number (80) of Aerial Observers,
in support of the BLT., On seversl days Aerial Observation was provided almost contin-
uously from 0700 to 1800, 163 trocps wers medevaced by helicopter during the month.
The most significant single missicn wae the extrsction of 20 perscmnel wounded by &
mortar barrage during the night of 27-28 October., C-130 Flareships, AC-47 Fla.re/Gune
ghips, Huey Gunships and UH-34D Medevac helicopters wers all employed.

6, LOGISTICS.

a. Source of Supply and Maintenance. The sourcg of supply and 3d/4th echelon
maintensnce smppor’@ for the BLT during the period was PLSG-B Dong Ha and FLC Da Nang.

b, Status of Suppliss.

" (1) During the reported pericd, the BLT undexwent an extensive rehab of
clothing and 782 gear, The source of rechab was organis supply, it was carried oub

‘on ABG Shipping.

(2) Gas masks and upper bedy torso ermcr ..c¢ ne longer in oritical short
supply. M<16 rifle cleaning rods are nov available in mederate quantities.-

(3) Thers are still shortages of 2d echelon rspair parts. This situabion is
compounded by a lack of SL-3 and 3L-4 publications, These publisations have been
ordered however, the lead time required is approximately 3 months.

(4) supply. Resupply was accomplished through Vandegrift; Class II and
Medical Suppliee were sent from Dong Ha to Vendegrift, Upon commencement of Operation
EAGER HUNTER, initiel resupply was accomplished from the U33 PRINCETON. Upon com-
pletion of debarkatiom end esbablichment of the BLT Resr in Da Nang, Tesupply was
scoomplished by truck comvoy to the forward elemente or the Battaliom. -
8o ZIramsportatiom.

(1) Surfece. Surfese trensportation wes utilized to tramsport supplies from
Dong Ha to Vandegrift and from Da Nang to the Battaliom forwerd position.

(2) Afr. Resupply wes accomplished by helicopber Zwom Vandegrift snd the
USS PRINCETON and Psd 23 Da Nang.

e e ) factomss (1)
st il e
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. 8., Servics.

(1 ) Water, The Battalicnm relied on water resupply by helicopter and surface
trmap@rt,aumg Batural sources were utilized when: availableo

(2) Lsundry. Facilities were available st Vandegrift and were utilized
by BLT Suppord pgmomel., While embarked sboard ARG Shipping, facilities were
ubilized by 8ll BLT perscrmel.

(3) Food Services, The tactical elements of the Battalion subsisted mainly
on "C" rations, sapplemented by hot meals provided by host units. The rear elements
of the Battalion subsieted in messes at Camp Carroll, Dong Ha end Da Nang. Cocks
and messmen wers provided as required. '

e, Maintsnance, During the reporting period, the BLT underwent an extensive
rebab of its® Motor Transport, Ordnance, Enginesr and Communication/Blectronic equip-
ment, This rehad was scocmplished at the facilities of Maintemanse Battaliom, FI1C
Da Nang. During rekab, 18t and 24 echelon maintenance was cerried out by BLT personnel.
BLT personnel alsc assisted FIC personnel in 3d and 4th eckelon maintenance.

CIVIL APFAIRS. No Civil Affairs projects were sonducted during the reporting period.
8,

8. Qemersl. During the past month, the BLT Communications Platoon provided
communicatione support for the BLE for Operstions comdusted during the reporting period,

Y. Redie.

(1) Comstent radic commnisations wers mainteined between the BLT and Higher
Headguarters, Rifle Companies and Supporting Arms. The Tactisal Air Control Perty
conbinued ueing UEF end VHF radio squipment in the support of the ELT.

(2) A oovered radio circuit employimg & KY-8 end & K¥-38 wes used for cipher-
ed traffic %o Higher Heai@a.rt@mso

8o Wire. A switeching sentrsl was employed by the BLT abcard the USS PRII!GE{EON
(LPH-5) in oxdsr %o provids scmmunications betwesn the BLT and SLF steffs. During
operations ashors, wire sommunications Was used gperingly due tc the rapid movement
of ths BLE, Wire sommunications in the Alphe Commend Group consisted of ®hot lines®
from supporting units to the Commsnd Post. Upon lexding ths emtire BLT on 27 October,
& switshing centrgl with trunk lines to Forse Logistiss Gcmam@, and units within the
BLT was installed.

4o Message Conter. During the pest month, a total of 2,458 messages were pro-
cessed, Communisations Guard was maintcined aboard the 098 PRINCEPON umtil 28 Cot-
ober and.‘ then was maintained by Ferse Logistics Commend,

Enslosure (1)
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ROWA]I arrived om board 17 October, 1968 as Dr. G. So
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e» Redis Relsy. The two AN/TRC-27 terginals were noct employed dne to the dead~-
lining of ome RTE2520

f. Maintensm ‘ 1y Up@n xembax’k:ing, a Limited Technieal Imspection
was performed on &ll @qmnmni@ations equipment that had been employed by the BLE
when ashore, AN/PRC=25 acessories were raca,ivgd during the past month whiock tempor-
arily allieviated the existing shortages. Mm25g was placed on’ “Red Ball" in an

attempt to remove the twe AN/TRC-27 terminals from deadline.
MEDICAL SUPFORT.

h of October, 1968, Dr. G.R.

PATRICK 's relief.

" The BA3 treated 911 patients mrin&_the n;

b, Disesses eneountered during the month are q follows:

Disease No. of Ocourrenges
ORI 28
GO 6
FLO 15
DIARRHEA 25
DEMATOLOGY 128
HEAT CASUALTIES 4
GASTROENTERITIS 12
EIE DISEASE 28

@o Medisal Support for the Battaliom was prov &,dﬁd by the Clearing Platoon aboard
the USS PRINCETON until 25 Ostober when support was pa:’ovid,ed by the Forse Logistics
Commend's Medisal Depar‘bmento

d. Supply source was from the Clearing Plstcon and the orgenic BAS until 25 Oct=

ober when the source became FLC and the organis BAS.

10, BELIGIOUS SERVICES.

8. HName of Chaplain assigned: Lt. Jerry 4. ZAKDSTRA, CHC, USHR.

b, Services ofniasted:
Type _ Number ~ Atten
Sunday Worship = Protestant T 301
Sunday Mass - Catholis 4 142
Weekday Worship - Pretestant 6 347
Weskdey Mass - Cathcliec 7 5©
Holy Communion - Protestant 2 64
Daily Devotioms 6 122
Battelion Memerial Service 1 400
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(1) Professiomal counselling cases - 4&:
f
(2) Americen Red Cross cases - 1§.
(3) Cases utilizing MARS rediotelephone = 17.

.

Signifisent activitiess s

(1) Beseived and distributed 21 gartons of: h@alth and confort items. Letters
ware written on behalf of the Command to the demors.

(2) Writing gear, sweat shirts, shorts, socks and perscnal items were
asquired from Special Jervices and d.istribgted Yo members of the BLI,

(3) Spensored hymn simgs for the mem on the PRINGETONo Seven such services
wsre held with a fiotal sttendanse of 97, ‘

(4) Visits wers mads o wounded in 3rd Med facilities ab Qiang Tri, lst Med
at Da Neng, the REPOSE, the SANCTUARY, and daily when ahmz;d. the PRINCETON.

6o Fepilities: Wwhile aboard ARG shipping, ships facilities were utilized. While
ash@reg gervises were held in ths fiel@,o

’ o smommmcum; . SR -

sDALE

/TabAtme@lem (1)===©=====:=======UmitJ@umal
Wrnourrﬁ

vTaR 53 AlaRpT (Dﬁw LANCASTER
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2d Battalion, 26th Marines

Fr*02°7 /68

JOURNAL
: leopy
YN TOUTISER #4116 ., SAGES & DRDERS " JACTION
D520 1 | CLO430H | SITREP # 1 FR
q&va.rf.l. [VSUCTGE NV NP VNN S S N G R e e e e —— . .
| ®00 2 ..o.._.Owé BLT m\mm CHOPRED to 3d Emﬁ.ubmm for special operaticn in the iz, FST
{  4735) 3 | OL1700H | SITREP # 2 FR
_ Coap2s | 4 011100 vw.«w.vﬁ g. wmu.“_.om. oﬂ.ooom to oH..moom wmomuam@. m.vmn.oN mo Hu?ﬁ .pH&%
R e B EE T i »NU .- e e — . I N,
at mmmmqw. m...ﬁ.mm. oQE&mH....mH.g. sﬁ.«w :EBS_B Hmmc.“_..am. uwm mem ooudmbé zHg | i
1 10-12 zﬁ at wﬁmmm resulting in 2 q.én E 3 ama Ew and 3 5.»3 FsR
| 240 5 OHNOwOH vwﬁxwﬁ JB.CP m._.. mmﬂmmm H.maou.<ma. .o. rds oh mc.mwmoem@ Huoss H_mep counter-
e o g - - .lﬁnllnn.cll‘ -l S smam B — - _— - "
E&% with E_WSQE hmmﬁﬁm. ISR
£ P hthL.__lﬂnnA |-..~..P.unﬂ.hnuk e ma s am e e e e it e asiume el L e mEe e R s S NPTV TIPS IS ¥ S ya——
2805 | 6 moswaom STTRER *\ FR "
b — -— 3 [ [N UUR U S SU—, . TR LT ) I I - I S IR N P LU L e T S BT S - PR s m
00 7 |020430H SITREP # 4 | FR ﬁ
4 . e e e s ;
. cwsra T -~ A _
%.wo 8 02Q708H | SptRpt: JEG heard Wmmd\. Eoﬁémb.n vﬁ.wwmqo? Bo<msmb¢ m.wbmmump &o dm quubm ! i
,’.* d N do m § ewm.mmp mumu.smm were .cm.._.umSmp .«o have dmoﬁ wmmké. Nomwgm area.
N S (OO s O P - —
! Ea.mu. abservation. FSR
| R T T oo — s
M OBoo : 9 / 020600H mw.«wu.w. JB CP Hmomu%mm. m Hpm ow mc.mwoo.«mm. Huoss ot E,G 267686, n.Hnmm.
m:unn!u'll_v.k? “:wn.. Elwﬂrr:rfﬁblﬁ - LT WL YT EMemel B T C Az, I S - B SEASIE Y e s i M| ST N s S ST W
; m aQE.«mH.LH«% _with unknowa H.mmsmﬁm. e R N, . S
, €8mpo hESQ SIIREP # 5 ; B
= el BRI 1 [ S, o A e e B = o - P — s cnmmm o -
| 1200 i1 _om.,_.K.Om M to JBs wosbS Spmsmm m».mmo.ﬂ.dm 021300H, ¥ST
bo e ccaebe =B e o) e g rl»f‘.. T R R P TRt L L La) = smEi T Soees sormoo oo s in e o T -
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2d Battalion, 26th Marines
JOURNAL

TG

240] . | 12 jozizes.

4 mkdakuwmomﬁﬁmg Requirements

L INCIDENTS,, MESSAGES & ORDERS

021320

wwawobp, &cg conteet with i1 NVA snd @ bunker cemplex at XD m.Gm.mm. .
Called for £.04 and fized wing. | .

022200

021440 |
.. ... pecple. The ares had not been uged in some time, Bunkers were destroyed.
| SptRpts

o o T

Ot S

_SpitRpts Hop eh XD 966667 feund 7 living bunkers capable ef aleeping 89

ST R RTINSt

s aeaiores il

B o vodmanrorm e o s e s ey

;empank G 5&»5&8@8

S o Srrd g A

cro_..) %0 keop aTea under surveilance.

ARSI S T Y TS frap S NE - ey

_ning et 15 o 20_secend interval et spprex summy grid 9697. Will semtime

Joee300

K D AT 33y TRt 8 B S A Srm bt MR e L0 i % n e ey,

| pam_

e s i v R

SRR N A APPSR I RS VI PSR R Aoe DRSS O

i

i8

022330 _ |

- TR

PP O S vier

SIFREP # T

e VN0 2

b

4

_SptBpts Company G at XD 974607 heard suspested trasked yehisles, Yedees and !
scTeaming en the trail 500 %e 1000 meters swsy snd moving toward thelr post:

. S _Bequested flare ahip. Fized wing and arty nissions vere omdusted with .
b | ewsellent target covexags and ninews vemits. . FSR
: ) 19_J030130. | sptapts Compentes P snd X fn vietnity ef XD 970676 snd XD 969678, hensd ..
wf . Bpﬁ....@a%m uu_sma %6, ,‘gﬁwﬁu.%,@mb@#.g& iho & . A Vghhnznﬁn
. | “ _ 1 company ® alse heard an engine starting. An arty rd impacted in vicinity of | ‘
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- S«wcb «mﬁon.

_, JOURNAL
Mtuzxdqqmmﬂw TG TNCTORNTS , VESSACES & TRDRS ~ACTION |
. )  lnotses ceasing all movements Arty missions eentimued threughout the i night
i with excellent target coverage. L FER \,
, 0230 20 QuOG@N mm.www.«u ooﬁg F received approx 4 rds of suspested y.on- arty umm:u.&ubm in r
’ , 1 m uae NF “and M,dwwa Wli. mbnuw arty uﬂn osae from uuknown Ruooawou., s. R

4 ;.wu...mw 21 } 0302154 | Spthpts Company G at. o 974684 heard what sounded 1like «udow doors being ). S
1. ) v ‘._,,.,awonun.. ao\gﬁ.ﬂ wﬂe.mw.aqemmw were alsg womk.ﬁ.rﬂyﬁ gtat .
X | did net_attask because 40 could uew preeweo Saz, «hoa. FaR
0m8 ‘ 22 A.w Gugm GOol emoEm nuel S m«&n ' and ¢ oow s..awﬁrm ﬁmu«oa JBeP, . .mm
~ §i55( 23 {03 .o&m An A0 in support on uE 2/26 spetted. 2 u«» in the open in. Qﬁuwgﬁ N
,\ ’ 994691, Arty miseion was f£ired end adjmsted by A0 wi PSR
216] 24 [Opiicom|ammsP#e £
A _ Bptks v@. under JB: gontrol spetted twe gﬂﬁfﬂﬂeoﬂ vﬂ_.ahmm. at XD 994704 ... M .
“ uws%«op 2 flights of muuop Wing resuiting in the aiatruction of go two |
_ “_ ~ N %&..mu dﬂamow. cne eulvert .uﬁﬁ.. bridge and ueﬁo % m _being eut in e
I -
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2d Battalion, 26th Marines .
JOURNAL

TN TOUTESER F{1TG | TNCTOENTS,, VESSACES & (RDERS - - k S
1 3318] 26 | O31300H | Spacial Jitrep: Company ¢ made contaot with NVA at.979688. HVA are in

o il

‘tunkers st MWW top of Coapany G's objective. BLT 2/26 is w&emumnrmmﬁ to_werk
’ : 1 - around SEWoHn to seize ...._po..o.auoaﬂd». Cdmpany m et XU 976684 haé made no
l-sz»t | |cmtest snd cantims to S«n o 8 flanking positions S % found g ocmplex | oo
N __ . .| vnich appears to be rsvetments fer NVa vehicles at .ﬁwﬁwﬁ?kﬁo% aleo found|

1| | 1. __ |esswee et X 983670, Both were destwoyed by E Go. _ Lim
o 1515 | 27 _ Oa13g0H munmﬁm. .Em Bﬁb contaet with zSe. at X XD 980688 ugnuﬁpum 2 U NLag woPc.oL!, 1

et i ﬁrul. Salu LS N T e e A L 0 ST TR e

'od and dirested an A0 and 3 flights of ] Fixed ¥ing, romiting in 2 NVA KBa ﬁﬁ.:mmw

s O % 1 . xS VAT TSHESUNS CTRI Tt et

Hf.m Nm ,, ;.owummﬁu ,uuwwwa. Hu@ at X mﬂwmmw. while in the n».«mow on aﬁouu. ovuoaau.da tripped &

PR .

boeby trap which uo“_.owmon a Sﬂ..wc maewc. .ﬁﬁ a.ogoﬁ gas Ewrwn and ogﬁgop_

S ehasiec e

e e e A B K BT e T 2

a5 § 29 | 0317008 | STERER # 9 | | o ¥R

. o PV <L AT A e *

. u___vuo - 30 Owu.ummm muﬂwﬁnu uw.w at ngmmm while E@&B@ to their ovumaawio. m@e.«.«om 1 va, HD»B.._;. . |

m o i , .«wo.q were etnob under fire by & 3, JBR then uﬁ.pom. back and &Hmonom e

4 i g

§ s ook PUGENEEN Y .

_ _ : fixed Wing with unknown results. (28 was silenced.) . 3R

; 4 I N i e i R BT e R Ao A = s by et S ST EmaR i s o
Ol0! 31_ ] 032000 | §

B SUUUNN VB WSROV NN Ph-on- dpuiustt

M | at XD mwummm. Lignts appeered to be en the deek moving 5 mphs. PSR
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—TOUT{SER F{ P10 | INCIDENTS, MESCAGES & ORDERS - | ~GTI0N

2015 0320050
ZEES | 32 | EEXEOEH % .EO. s FO vhile directing E....G on wdﬁu_noﬁ oomplex at iD wﬂmmmm'

o«goﬁm mmoggouweeuwgm o _ jFaR

® 2305.] 33 | 032300H | SIIREP # 10

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED

0| 4 |oopor|ammme g e ]
| dm| 55 | onaass] spumges 5 es 0 J04500 £ount o 250 oun 75 end appeon 2042 rem ot wmo |
in & bunker st En sane: positiom. | o mm-w,:. )
L. .uv. 36 , : eﬁmmz mm&w.a.a.a qwm.m . mmwmmmamwm.«amﬁ .mﬁ. woeuvpm.smwﬂ_.uw ﬂ.ﬂ.._.w.aw»w and bush up.wm
) T l:us%..,,‘... em..m.mb.m Mwﬁwuhou tm..w E mwu@q&..;.%ﬁqr&n not see Go F patrol. Thought .g m.um. |
37 oﬁE@@EN mu.om Ordex mm..mm mwmoo&»dm oﬂ.mgm . 4 - C o s m.u

w -8 us.Enou.m and H mQ-B womu..apob. .Em R_.mo awwecuom. m.aac.amu.wm. small arms

i

rounds and § RBG ueﬁnn. uﬂwmﬁav and 14 .a& Er T

DY PO pervme s bt m il e e PREPES ORI

1445
* 220 38 oﬁ,woom SptRpts JBH @._.. buwmmmmm Bmmb og.nna.w H_.ﬁw approx. um a@h. JBH Epgwwa out ,
M .
M
}
]

. 4025 1 39 0418004 mw.«m.ba. .me m& XD ﬁwmmm goQEﬁou.oﬁ an u‘b e weuu.ﬁﬁ with uabwos.m. JBG

o e TR e bt e AR s A

mwosmw.wm gmu.ma. wu@ awu.ma mu.gmbam u.ﬁ.b &u.m gukmu.m c»otubm ?E. bmbwm.wm

and goax out of the bunkers. 1 Ut KTa, 2 Ut xﬂw p.pa. 2 WA Env. | Esa

. S T

| I i .._ 40 0423008 MEBEW &uw N | | .
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JTSER : ACTION
E 431 ouooﬁ_h JB: gma callsign to mﬂa zopﬁ. : FTR
pesd 4z | osouson mﬂaﬂmﬂww.: T | Tm
- 035 43 | 050730H | SptBpks SN =§em.ogfwwﬁu@ an enemy QEWDH nﬁn & ﬁ.ﬂew at XD mwmmquOr ..
’ | - 5«. Em&ﬁ s—m fived Tomltizg in 3 seoundary exjlosiens, ,_ PSR
| Ev.mﬁ 44 omubuomwm«wuﬁ 5 ummoﬂnn go ggmw.m:dmbmm.o e._., Npmwﬁg gu tmg ua,@a»udm. fit si H
Lo |M0veqested T S  IaR
smﬁ o |onoos | smm g ™
1 14% 46 | 0514108 ‘muﬂwﬁ«. NG&E mmvmom theix - oeuwaﬂdan. - FR
e o omesor|smmegas. R £...
Jmmw 48 ouu.muom mwemﬂnu SNH af XD mmmmmm n@waﬂam & uoﬁbeuewn. u.ma&.ﬂmn mb.nasuann smwugu | s N

o e

| gire from XD wmmama while nuaumowwum Bw@mqmun.

hun% and organie: weapons

,uampgmua? m.oEE. mortar E.na mun u:uwﬁ.m with muoh blood in thems

’ y smﬂo fired on mugq eeﬁ.gww rmwmmp Eanpees H.omE.nn. mmw
y 903 49 | O5L745H | SptRpke mzm n.mao»a.mm. 6 to 8 rds en “_.moﬁ h.w Nu mummmm. agwwuroﬁ«% was Bk )
T i 5 by 0 seeeees arsn 3 sy criosime: P
, 1910 N _. wo | __r OWmmwm.w H.E ﬂ@ mﬁw.é@xanug nwmummﬂs T ) N ”; Mmmm ]
N u.8 mw _ @mmommm ‘mw.«ww* : gﬁ noved cmow-wv Sheir oﬁo@.«»«m at Nc m@mmm,. E..«m:uo enemy “} -
M PSR
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060430

L S T,

JOURNAL
OUTJSER #4_T1C_ [ NCIDENTS, WESCAGES & DROERS —CTION
e 30052, | 0523008 STEREP g 16 BB
043 . vuuw,..ﬁm %:@N . by: 3

_mm&wuea AD was. fired on by, E«osma.wo weapons ».He%;wmmmwot No damege to

L A ]a0. contiming to observe aresy e JER
|-- Ommn 55 Omegm SptBpts A0 spotted comm wire on.emmubm the Big Mwﬁm at UG mmmmwm &@xu,lzﬁﬁ»r
i IR oo | XD 988699, Attempting to mmm,pw__ﬁ,ﬁg arty nissiond L

| .,om», 56 ] o.m.oN@mxm meawmm 1 A0 observed 2 fording mbnmm at XD mm:SOu. Dikes had bomb craters
B R | gt either end, but a Te gtill unmmnupo. Pixed wing Hoﬁnom&wn. .m.mw :

A.a.%..,....ﬂ 0611008 | STTREP # 18 B
- It22q 58 ijo_m, SptRpts Sn F and H wme& eney E.m% firing from spprox XD 982704 ma L | _
. B | XD 025738 Ew‘ E.mnwobdon&uoamp Tresulting in 2 seoondary explosions. FSR
* 1249 59 | 061245H| SptRpts Sn H found Ge Tounds of 152m at XD wmmmmm. Awaiting further
i w_&ﬁoﬁoﬁ of mz. e e e e | jmR
m | ‘_,w@ a..mo ,M 8..&.@._ rmw@wmf Obgerved 85.3 eneny ﬂ&«. at XD mmﬂg wmes«mﬁmmi u, and air. [PSR
_ aﬁ, 61 ..mmwumom SptRpts AO and Sn H mwmwﬂ.on active arty st XD 985704 ATty and fixed wing ‘ e
w Lol | roquemted. ) R
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uodmdsms.a »

owenmm. AL Hmwa.ham mu.nb....ﬂ.m mu.odwo.rn mssouuso.r mdou.m.w.o wﬁmw\

061 gom

wemmwdpm ﬁgow wm.uunw and well used ,_..Hﬂ.._.m m& Xb ww.~.~0m¢

. Requesting arty

mH_.m. NHH.O

.m.

SR

1715

2 E:x.—nww'. R

py—

(=7

e

63
64
65

0616508
{osi5308 |

6 16QCH

O S et B

s 57 |

[ PP e e

mﬁ_w% * 19:

vzw to mﬂwa

R S U B o ear s N S R

R S BT e LR 1R ETE R SR ST S s T 32

mwwwwﬂ,n "SNE found 1 %Eo._.vmbwp haif au.mo.w at XD mmqomq whion & E&. wm,..ws

PRSI NPRT FELTRERRSLRC U

R T AN i - . o e 2 i T8 A st

@.omﬁ.ow.mp 3~ de% or E.n..

= 5t s st s3SI L L NS fom e S emat

Ry PR

oss
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6181248

wu.ww.uo.«n 8 1ines heard em fire w rds of mﬁm@moamn .G mm £rom ﬂc ociG.

. DECLASSIFIED

A N R T R RS samondit -t tes ot e ST R s

1F/w being &Hma&m@.o

) 2

PR

133

25

wuﬁuwdr sg.:w Tiring prep fires for SNl tne ,F0 belicves ne . ‘observed mc

w.le m@oong @Hwhemposm at AD wwdmmmo aptu-- & HO F SR
p505 mq megmﬁ R
| (o (7o T FR
! ) et —
* s m : B w.
1 9351 T1: u.wogom uwﬁmwf _ead elements of SNE g 9& 4D wacoam. report ubmnmwwm.mwou of Route ##5 |
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540 T2 QNOm;mm V@amuﬁ & SNE gt XD 984685 observed an. sir burst or flack expioding in vicinity
R B B S o». m..p b.o. m& an “AZ of owuo Mils g&. an undetermined H.mum@o. Arrainging for
a flack mﬁwwuwmmwgriuw%msﬂ D T . , TTIEER
,‘, 1055 T3 ] 9,8@@# m.w«wuwﬁ» baoy.ro.m»mmuq& suw.m appeared o be an oil slick on the Ben mm..r at e
i . X mfﬁo&o _0il slick beiieved to be ruptured enemy fuel drums, &8s a Hmm&wm Vo
5 S R mﬁtmmummm. ving being Hd.u;emp- bridges and dikes in tne areae. FoR
L. [1i0% 74 0708152 | mMﬂnwwm§ 4.U. reports. mnﬁw.@mmwmommm camatiouge. _at XD 995695 revealing
45,5,., jomy Bmhmmﬁ enemy_bunkerse m.u.umm wing and arty missions will continues. PSR
{ lfl.mﬁﬁ L.ou.: 145H. | Sptlipbr An Ae0s obaerved trecke of s treck vehiole on a bridge that _
,.: | was ,cosvmm u«mmﬁmﬁabu\ by »pxm@ ﬁEm mﬁ ~G umﬁ@#ﬂfb&u&wﬁpﬁ. fixed wing i i
. «..amwm been requesteds . e FeR
ti2qd 76 lo7a430H | SITREP # 22 . £
. Gm%. 11 o.mwmo;om mw.&muf woc. odmon.q@m. .8 new S..mu.._.; mmwmr m%m.mmum to be neavily used at . .
M b ; , frem YD O“Ommm to YV O\.mmwnmvzanobavbﬂmpbm to odmmu.qov - w,vw
! Ew.mﬁqm ,. g_»wwm.ﬂ ‘mw..&w&r SNE received ﬁ ) 62m rounds frem bu wmqmmqv mﬁ&%,gm. air wiil | .
i -,uo Eooamw,.: e e | FsR -
A | NI S I . - =
| : _
S S S - " :
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- v‘.m&ﬁw.«n SNE while moving an gmwwm at MG mmmmmm .E.oc.ﬁ.ma. & dutn z\._.P

¥ TR AR

JOURNAL
YN TOUTJSER #4 U1 | INCIDENTS, VESSAGES & DRDERS oI
frox 115 79..PTi42E | 1@}«%%.«« mzm.u.momp4mn 37 rds of heavy nwww.omu. incoming HH.oB ME mmpmﬁ.
N e _and XB 985740« .mpnmn wing requestede e |
. \.mmm 80 0716208 mw.«mm&., SNE. Hmvowémn receiving &2um ubooausm from AD mimmme 2 q.m.:.c. ‘
L ] VIs (minor)s Acty mission reguestedy 4 s ._mwx .
| . ]470p ®i [O71700E | STIREP # 23 PR

it S AR R e e SR A )

dojamsh e jomiaise SNE wpile moving an turnpike st XD 985686 inc

_.T. T Mﬁrr...ﬁh..r.;..«,,. by a ‘mgmmb detonated devices esm oxwpomwoh was scconpanied by a. Hmk.mw
5 orange ».Hmm.ﬁ.‘u WmowHﬁ& 130mm inceming at the same time from XD wmﬁomQ o

N N L‘ml Withdrew and. &Hmoﬂ..omumﬂ.-mmmw on, mswsw womu.dvobm. . . _ Fai

12230 83 gmo“ck - wzw to E&n Ecm.. stating Lz oosw“_bgm. ) ,.w,w
* . mwuﬁ. 84- o.jqoow. uwﬁwuﬁp U:L owmmuqmm. erB wwm,m Hﬂoszhwww&mmm' b&&% vmuhm B.uwoamm.v . i Euw
mw% 85 0723004 | SITREP # 24 mw

. ooamw 86 ,ojjon . uw.«mw«n oNn gt AU mwmmmw Hoc.w@a% w.oiqvmw Emmm. m c.ﬁ.uﬁm@? &ommw. |

m o " - AHGPH »..H.m.o_n wﬂu.am.t,soqmu.. E.dr ,u% m.&»m Mocbm in d&m enginee mmk& o». .gw -

M e e . eﬁm,mu,.mhm. was burned. EWMMM«N front cﬁummu. 1like 6A6. Rear had coﬂwﬁ.ﬂm

m o N N mwvwom wou wE.“_._Em mué% Hﬁmam oH,.mmammEb@ of that naturee ¥R

e . ” i _,.. e o » |
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DRSO ; SUPISP,
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o e S SRS

. ) OmOm.ﬂom

i

oummuu.no mﬁ.ﬂmbapgv
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R

JOURNAL
T IN.TOUTESER #4 DTG INCIDENTS, H@vamﬂmmw & dwdmwm “AGT10N
: .wox.w 87 | OTHT16H | awewwﬁy Bl gdiscovered amna_ gun pits at XD wmmmmmo P_.mo found ammo
AR I R B qﬁwmum vith @@;u..mnwam of 85mm. wﬂm vell camaflougeds Will %mﬁ&. FSR
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6o Misgion. The mission assigued to the BLF 2/26(-) was 0 attack north in the Area
of Operations, search cut enemy locationa, kill or capture the ememy, and capiure

or destroy his equipment and supplies. BIP 2/26(-) was also eventually ordered te
saige Task Force Hotel Objectives 1 and. 2.

7. Concept ation. On'D-Day, following ccmpletion of scheduled ARCLIGHFS,
BIF 2/26 attasked on s Noriherly Axis in the assigned area of operations while 1st

Bn, 4th Marines and. 1st..Bn, 9th Marines condncted simultaenccus Helibomme assaulta
into the IMZ on the south bank of the Ben Hai River and gqttacked in a southerly
direction, :

8. Execution. At 160800H BLE 2/26 was plased under the Operakional Cantrol of

9th Marines and was givem an order to withdraw $o the south of grid line XD 62

from previously sesured poeitioms in order to yrovide a safety margin for ARCLIGHTS
that were comducted prior to the imsertion of 1at Bn; 4ih Mazines end 1ai Bn, 9%h
Marines. P82 2/26 withdrew seuth to positions aresmd viaciniky of Lz MABGQ (XD 90161%).
Gopany B ané®Mpany & had juet retummed to the BLT perimetar and bagan praparing
positions when a heavy.volume of S2mm mortar fire (approximately. 158 rds.) was
directed upon the BLT position, Counter-mortsar and artillery misaiona were fired,

At 1900H, & sesend barrage of 82mm was received om the peaitionsg om this ocoasion

64 rounds were reseived. At 2030H movement wae datecked to the east of the pesitiom
and®mlti-engine "gun aircraft® was directed on the area alomg with firing of gppropriate
defetrisive firess This airoraft end relisf aireraft were utiligad throughant the

night in an attempt to preveat enemy movement on the reverae slopss of the high greund-
that dominated the BLP? positiom in LZ MARGO. The total casualties received as a .
result of ensmy mortar fire ocm this date were 21 KIAs amnd 135 Wlis.

~On 17 Septeadber the BLT agein received ineoming 82um Mortar fire on two
occasiona. A $otal of 130 rda. were received. Humerous patrels were conduched e
deny close obasrvation of the BLT's exact deployment. Additienslly, after the labt
ARCLIGHT on 17 September; the BLT(-) was authorized to leave ita positiona in '
rear of the 62 grid line, Total casualties on 17.Septamber as a result of enemy
mortar fires wers 1 KIA and 16 WIA's. AL this time Company B was considered (e
be non-effective. :

On 18 September, Co F and 0o G cantinued %the movement narthward that. had
started late on 17 September toward positions ihat had beea srdered vacated on
15 September. The BIT CP and Cos E and H moved to XD 899617 4t 1350H, Co G
made the first oconbtact at clese ramge with a small aiged ememy unit at XD
897627, after'which the enexy immediately broke eocmtass. At 173(H, Co G found
an area at XD 627 where the enemy had recenily evasuabed wounded and. changed
battle dressings. The blood and battle dresaings were frashy evidente pointing
toward eneay casualties sustaingd the ssme day fram eithsr Ce Gis hrief contae$
or supporting artillery fixes in ihe area. At 2100H a Co G listaning post =k
XD 897626 fired on 3-4 EVA at a distance of approxinately 20 meters and wikbdrew
to the perimeter, 3 Chi-Com grenadas were thresm by the enemy shertly thereafter
and Co G fired small arms and threw frag grenades in retum, No casualties
wers sustained by Company CGo

At O745H on the 19th, Co F observed and £ired on 2 HVA from a distance of
200 meters, with no cesualties sustained by either side. At C83CHy Co F found
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a bunker somplex toksling 25 bunkers at YD (98832, At 173(H, Co F observed and
fired upon 3 EVA st & distance of approximstely 100 meters with unimown results.
A% 1900H, Cc F receiwed approximately 3 pounds of - ﬂrimndly artillery vhish
resulted in 2 GSMC KIA emd 14 UMW WlAe

. . B%:080CH on 20 September, Qo G dirested artillery fire em XD 892639 prior to
continuing the northward mevement, Rleven sesondaries resulted from these -firess
At O900H, Ce F firsd om 5-10 NVA ab XD 907639 at a distanoce of 100 meterso Two
AVA KIA'sy 2 AK=-47s and .one carhine wers foundo. A% 1630H, Co G discovered a
-cqupany sized bunker gemplex and twe mortar pits at XD 897639« A% 1645H, Co G
regeived antomatis weapons fire at XP 81638 from NVA bumkered positiens. Two
Marines wers wounded in the engagememt., At 183(Hy; Co F found two large bunker
complexes at XD 891635 and XD 891651 (TFH Obj. 2)o Copins blaod trails were also
‘found in the ares. Co P at XD 89T and Co G at XD 894651 beld poeitions during
the n]%hte Other elements of BLT 2/26 in the field remained in the visinity of
.m 899 'a?o . ST . co . "

At 1425H on 21 September, CoH found 23 bunlzers and 500 rounds of »50 caliber
emmunition st XD 908633, At 160(H, Go G uncovered an smumnition cache. at XD
891636 conaisting of 11,475 ¢50 cal romdsy 705 H2mm mortar rounds, 60 RPG
Tounds, 320 AT Minas; -and. 10 eeses of TNT. At 1645H, Co G same under automatic
weapons and RPFG fire from an estimeted KVA plotoom ss they rssched the crest of
hill 579 (TFH Obj. 1) ab XD 892638, Comtact va2 initiated by the NVA at close
range.  Co ¢ returned fire with =mall arms and MG-fire with an average distance
of engagement of 15-20 meters. Go G then withdrew to permit use of artillexry
and 81mm mortar fires to. be brought to hear on the anemy pesitionses Co G sustained
1 KIA and 4 WIA; while one enemy KIA was observeds ' At 1800H, Co G found a well
need trail frem XD 891635 to XD 891637, 17 bunkers and 30 f£ighting holes were
also discovered and destroyed. Go F and Co @ held night pesitions with no further
conbact,

On 22 September, Co H was moved morthwerd %o join Co F and Co G in attacking
to the North. 0o B remained behind to provide sesurity for the BLE Omd. Gp,
the 81 um morter plt. and the LZ, At 1415H on 22 September; Co G found an extenaive
base camp at XD 90636, Pasilities inmsluded 14 ihatched huts, each with an
adjoining bunkers & dispensfry; a messing srea; and what appeared to be a QP
area. Four more bunkers were found a% XD 892639, At 160CH, Co F found 30 dbunkers
at XD 898638, Ces F G, and H held pesitions ab mightfaell,

On 23 September,; Cos Fylp and H continued swsep in a northerly directiom
without meeting any resistense er finding eny enemy installations. Co E moved
and continued pabtrellims geepmd -the LE MARGO erea,

On 24 September, O@f' wes Is=deployed to cover the BLT rear and to provide
security for ths BIF CP group at XD 899617 Co E moved westward to continue the
Bearch and destroy mission with Cog G and He
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At 1600H on 25 September, Co E found 3 heavy machine gun positions with adjoin-
ing bunkers at XD 890620. Companies E, @, and H held positions at night and eontimned
the Searsh and Destroy mission with no significant contast until 28 September at
which time BLT 2/26(~) assumed a posture awaiting helilift %o & new operating areas
Since the actual move was delayed until Ol October, the BLT adopted a vigorous pro-
gram of patrolling during the interim period to deny the area to the ememy. Actual
change of Operatiomal Control £rom 9th to 3ré Marines ooccurred at 11C0H on the 1lst
of October. The helilift was concluded without ineident,

9. BResults.
(a) The following materials were seized from the ememy.

I.Wlo 6

050 cal 500 rounds
250 cal 119475 rounds
82nm Mortar 765 rounds
RPG 60 rounds

AT Mines 320

TNT 10 Cases
Aleo captured were small smounts of 782 gear, medicine, and documents.

(b) Both afternoom mortar attacks of 16 and 17 September were followed by
infantry attacks that were quickly repulsed. Additieomal enemy movement, observed
or heard, that was engaged with supporting arme, ccupled with counter mortar fires
are belisved to have resulted in high enemy casualties. The terrain and vegetation
precluded the finding of enemy bodies and sttainment of any reasonably agcourate body
count.

10. Commander’s Anglysis.

(a) The operation ungmesticnably destroyed the enamy’s ocapahility to use the
operating area as a moneoen base. It is felt, based upon & liberal use of supporting.
arms on enemy positicms, that a large pertion of one ensmy. bstialicn was de stroyeds

(b) The ARCLIGHP? mafety fastor, eg. 3000 meters that dictated retum of the
entire BLT (-) to the confining terrain of LZ MARGQ was considaved sxcessive and in
retrospect was unwarranted. Only a few of the ARCLIGET bombe could be seen impact-
ing from LZ MARGO and the latter ARCLIGHT3 could barely. lhe heaxd. It appears that .
the acourasy of the ABCLIGHT was undarestimated .when the safety distence was establish-
ed or the area destrustive effects were overestimated. In.euy evemt, it is efrongly
recommended thet safety mergins not be inflexibly lewiad.but, rether, that the potent~
ial dangers of the tastical situnation be given weight. An-additicnal fastor that
apparently received little consideraticn was that of terrsin. The terrain could have.
been utilized to shield BLY (-) units from ARCLIGHT -effecte and the themn deployed
units sould have controlled the area in a fashion that would have reduced the casualty-
inflicting mortar attacks. |
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