
Blackawton Primary 

School  Weekly News 

Contact us: parent@blackawtonprimaryorg.uk  
Please talk to us about any issues or make an appointment.  

Weekly Attendance Per Class for 16th to 20th December 2019 
Class 1 98.54%, Class 2 92.59%, Class 3 91.43% Class 4 96.15%, Class 5 88.39% 

Our Attendance Target is 96% 
Team Nurture are the winners again this week with 98.54% 

20th December 2019 

We have a wonderful term which has culminated in the fabulous Wonderland production, a 
beautiful Candlelit Christmas Concert and an adorable Nativity - A Miracle in Town. 

We are looking forward to continuing to implement our new Blackawton Curriculum in the new 
Year with the Foundation children learning about "People who help us in the Community;" Clas-
ses 2 and 3 discovering more about our local history; Class 4 will be researching the Romans 
and Class 5 will be investigating "Crime and Punishment." 

Before we embark on all of that, the staff at Blackawton Primary School would like to thank you 
for your generous gifts and we wish you all a very Merry Christmas.   

We hope you enjoy a fun-filled, festive and restive holiday and we look forward to seeing you on 
Monday 6th January. 

With very best wishes 

Rachel Burris 

 

Dinner Money Owing 

As of today we have £800 owing for School Meals. If you 
have received a reminder or think you owe please pay on 
Parentpay or with cash or cheque at the School Office. 

School Meals should be paid for in advance. 

If you think your child may be eligible for Free School Meals 
you can check at: 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/
CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE 

The first day of the Spring Term is                    

Monday 6th January 2020 

mailto:parent.ba@our-school.org.uk
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE


Candlelit Christmas 



Update on the Peter Melchett Award - Food for Life 

We would like to thank you for being such great hosts to our judges. They 
were very impressed with the standards of the school and the hospitality they 
received. 

The judges have decided to announce the winner at our Food For Life National 
Conference on Thursday 13thFebruary 2020 in central London. 

We would like to take this opportunity to invite 2 members of staff to represent your school at the awards. 
The judges suggested for this to be the cook and one other person if possible.  

The winning school will be awarded a £1000 voucher plus a very special Peter Melchett Memorial Wood-
en Bowl trophy, which will be engraved. 

 The 2 runners up will receive a £100 voucher and a FFL finalist certificate. 

 

News from Sustainable Blackawton 

In November the children at Blackawton Primary have been supporting community work by planting trees. 
During Forest School the children have helped to plant a small copse in the cemetery.  

There will be future opportunities to plant more trees on community land within the village. Sustainable 
Blackawton in partnership with the school are planning a Community Tree Planting Saturday in the Spring 
- more details to follow in the New Year.  

Please look out for a vote on three planting schemes that are planned for the village - you can have your 
say on your preference by voting in the Village Shop.  

NO SPORTS CLUB NEXT HALF-TERM 

Mr Sullivan is not running his Sports Club next half-term as he has other commitments.  

Mr Jeffries, who does football club on a Monday, will run a Basketball Club on Thursdays 

for this half-term. To book a place please follow the instructions below. 





What’s On 

When What Who Where Cost 

20th December Last Day of Autumn 

Term 

Carols around the 

tree 

2.00pm in school hall  

6th January 

2020 

First Day of Spring 

Term 

   

24th January Bake Sale Class 2 School Hall @3.15pm  

28th January FOBS Meeting All Parents George Inn @7.30pm  

17th - 21st     

February  

Half-Term    

Reminder that we are a Nut & Kiwi Free school as we have   

pupils with severe allergies to both. 

Please be mindful of what food you send in to school in 

lunchboxes etc. 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 

 

 

 

We will be on Week 1 of the 

Spring Menu in January 

 

If you think that your child may be entitled 
to Free School Meals, please contact 
Devon County Council either by phone on 
0345 155 1019 or by visiting their website 
portal at:  
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/
CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE 

After School Clubs - Spring Term 1 

Normal After School Club will continue to run on Mondays and Thursdays from 3.20 to 5.30pm. If 
you are interested in other days please let us know and if there is enough interest we may be 
able to offer another day 

Other Clubs 

Monday - Football with Matt Jefferies Book direct with him at:   

https://tekkersmj.class4kids.co.uk/info/8 

Tuesday - Music Club with Tiggy Saint, £20 for half-term 

Wednesday - Reading Club with Andrea & Mrs Llewellyn, free. Global Citizens Year 6 with Mrs 

Buckle, free. (Warhammer club is NOT running for the rest of the year) 

Thursday - Basketball Club with Matt Jefferies Book direct at:  

https://tekkersmj.class4kids.co.uk/info/12 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE
https://tekkersmj.class4kids.co.uk/info/8


The Signpost 

Surviving the festive season: parents' tips for SEN kids 
Christmas crowds, lights, smells and lack of routine can make the holidays a challenging time for autistic children. 
Help keep the whole family happy during the festivities with practical tips from parents from the disability charity 
Scope’s online community. 

Prepare ahead 
For us it’s all about preparing our son for the changes coming up. We start early, talking to him about what to expect. He doesn’t like 
surprises. 

Create a plan 
Print off a week-to-view calendar page and add a picture of your planned activities during the Christmas holidays (divide into morning, 
lunch, afternoon, etc.) to help put your child at ease about the plans for the week. 

Make special time for your kids 
It's easy to get overloaded with Christmas preparations at this time of year, so make some special time for your kids, giving them 5 to 
10 mins of undivided attention every day. Let your child take the lead, tune into their world and see it through their eyes. 

Use the festive season as a teaching opportunity 
Help and encourage your child to give gifts. This provides an excellent opportunity to work on social skills, like thinking of other people's 
needs and interests, and being kind and helpful. I support my daughter to make gifts for her family and friends. She also looks forward 
to actually giving out the presents as well. 

Decorate gradually 
Don't put up the decorations when your child is sleeping – if possible, get them involved. Try to introduce changes into their environ-
ment gradually, starting with the Christmas lights for (supervised) sensory play. 

Create a Christmas-free zone 
Leave one room in the house, perhaps your child's room, free from anything to do with Christmas, so they can come back to the room 
as a 'safe place' when necessary. 

Spice up the playdough 
Add cinnamon to your child's playdough to gradually introduce the new smells. 

Gift ideas 
If family and friends are struggling for ideas for Christmas presents, email them a link to a website of sensory toys or ask for cash which 
you can put together to buy that (probably) expensive toy! 

Prep your extended family 
Talk to family members ahead of time. Discuss your child's specific needs, and gently but firmly tell them what your plans are. Be sure 
to let them know that this will make the whole experience better for everyone. Ask for their support. 
Pack a comfort objects backpack 
Fill a backpack with things your child finds comforting or enjoys playing with – toy cars, a stuffed animal, a CD and CD player, or a few 
books. If they get overstimulated, find a quiet corner or a back room and pull out the backpack. 

Don't hope for the best, make an action plan 
I used to worry about my son's behaviour when spending time at family members' homes over the festive season. Basically, I'd take 
him and hope for the best! However, I've found that planning and preparation in advance hugely helps. I work with my family and we 
make sure we have a calm room or a space he can go to for when it all gets too much. I put his favourite blanket in there. Having some 
time alone, or just with me, keeps meltdowns to a minimum. 

Hold off on the perfume 
One thing that people with autism often complain about during Christmas is the many different perfume smells coming from visiting 
adults – ask your family and friends not to shower themselves in scent! 

Wrap up something familiar 
Luke can’t really cope with opening presents, or will unwrap one or two then run away. So we wrap up his favourite big monkey which 
he always finds funny! 

Give your child a job 
I always give my sons, who both have ASD, 'jobs' to do at Christmas – they take coats, offer nibbles round and so on. Giving them 
something to do reduces their stress about having lots of people in the house. 

Create an itinerary 
I give my son a programme of events so he understands, for example, that people stand around and chat a lot when they meet up at 
Christmas, and that is part of the occasion. 

Don't rise to criticism 
Ignore well-meaning ‘advice’ from family members. Remember, it bothers you more than it does your child! You know best what your 
child needs, and providing it is your responsibility. Try to stay focused on your child's welbeing and let everything else wash over you. 

Don't stand on ceremony 
Putting food onto large plates/ bowls and letting the family help themselves has saved my sanity during Christmas dinner. My adult son 
with ASD is very fussy about different foods being on the same plate. This way, he chooses what he wants to eat and will try one thing 
at a time. 

Avoid marathon unwrapping sessions 
Don't feel all the presents have to be opened on Christmas morning in the traditional way. Our son would get so overwhelmed he could-
n't cope, so we find it much easier to give him a few gifts at a time over Christmas and Boxing Day. He opens them all in the end with-
out any tantrums and is much calmer and happier, meaning we all have a far more enjoyable time! 

Get gifts ready to go 
When we give our daughter a gift, we make sure all packaging is removed, batteries are in, and it is set up ready to use as soon as 
she's unwrapped it. For someone with limited attention and suspicion of new things it can make the difference between acceptance and 
rejection. 

And breathe... 
If your child reacts badly to stress, staying relaxed and low-key over the Christmas period is one of the best things you can do to keep 
your child's behavior in line. Save the tantrum (yours!) for when you get home. 

Scope offers information, advice and support about disability. Scope’s online community has a dedicated tips section for par-
ents to share suggestions and ideas on all aspects of supporting children with special educational needs. They welcome new 
tips from parents and would love to hear your feedback.               
Sarah Simnett 

https://www.scope.org.uk/support/tips
https://www.scope.org.uk/support/tips


Natural sustainable Christmas wreaths and uniquely 
beautiful pots of bulbs 

It’s time to order your bespoke Christmas wreaths from Blackawton 
Blooms. Choose from our sumptuous traditional green wreaths or our 
rustic hedgerow wreaths with dried flowers and/or dried fruit. Each one 
is unique and made to order. 

We also have a brand new range of ceramic or zinc pots of bulbs - 
chose from hyacinths, iris, grape hyacinth or indoor narcissus. 

Order by calling 01803 712407, text or call 07951 296494 or 
email info@blackawtonblooms.co.uk 

Festive cheer to you all and we look forward to hearing from you, warm-
est wishes, Jane and Clare 

 

mailto:info@blackawtonblooms.co.uk

