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17th July 2020 

Dear Parents 

As we end our school year, we would like to thank everyone for all the kind words 
of support and appreciation to all the staff at Blackawton Primary.  We have a   
fabulous team and everyone of us is delighted to see the children return so happily 
back into school. We have been completely overwhelmed by your generosity and 
we are grateful to work within such a caring community. 

The transition days this week have enabled us to set the scene and help the     
children take ownership once again of their learning.  The classrooms are being 
prepared with the children's fabulous artwork and when we return to school in 
September, we will be able to "hit the ground running" with a newly revamped 
Blackawton Curriculum.  

Please read the attached update with the plans for the return and full reopening of 
the school in September.  If there are any amendments to this, we will inform you 
over the summer. 

The staff are now going to take a well-deserved break.  If you need to contact any 
of the staff over the summer, this must be done through the school parent email 
parent@blackwtonprimary and not via teacher work emails. The school parent 
email will be checked regularly. 

Finally, as we missed out on Prom this year and the traditional staff dance...you 
may want to follow this link https://eylj.org/s/blackawton-primary-school/
observation/25907 and for one night only...!!!! 

Have a fabulous summer break and we look forward to seeing everyone on Tues-
day 8th September for the reopening and return to school.  

With very best wishes 

Rachel and all the Blackawton staff 

 

 

mailto:parent.ba@our-school.org.uk
https://eylj.org/s/blackawton-primary-school/observation/25907
https://eylj.org/s/blackawton-primary-school/observation/25907


Feedback from the digital devices and home learning survey 

Thank you for all your honest feedback you have provided in the digital devices and 
home learning survey.   

We are now in the process of reviewing all your comments and these will be taken 
into account as we plan the way forward for blended learning in the Autumn Term. 

Tapestry is a platform that we were already using in school and it allowed us to re-
act quickly to an unprecedented situation. It is, however, limited in its functions and 
we are now exploring new ways of presenting home learning so that we can be 
more fluid in planning blended learning in the event of any future localised lock-
downs.  

Over the summer holidays, as well as taking a well-earned break, teachers will be 
preparing a broad and balanced curriculum. 

In the meantime, the Oak National Academy is available for parents and children to 
access over the summer for any additional learning you would like to ex-
plore. https://www.thenational.academy 

 

 

Remember that you can raise funds for the school by shopping 
through Easyfundraising and choosing Blackawton school as your 
charity. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/blackawtonschool/ 

You can also raise funds through Amazon Smile- Search for 

‘Friends of Blackawton School’ 

 

Oak National Academy 

We’re going to be open for all of 2020/21. With uncertainties 
ahead we’re staying open. You can now see the lessons we’re 
producing for 2020/21.These are to help schools plan for both 
learning in the classroom and any lessons taught from home. 

If you think that your child may be entitled to Free School Meals, 

please contact Devon County Council either by phone on 0345 

155 1019 or by visiting their website portal at:  

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE 
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Breakfast and After School Club will start again on Tuesday 9th 

September. 

Breakfast club runs every morning from 7.30am with either Anne 

or Lou. 

After School Club will run on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday from 3.20pm to 5.30pm with Chloe Pascoe. 

Sessions need to be booked a week in advance unless you 

book regular sessions. 



The Signpost 

Kooth for Year 6-7 

KOOTH.com is available in Devon for young people aged between 11 – 25 years to 
access over the summer. For young people transitioning from primary to secondary 
school we want to ensure young people are supported through this challenging time 
and informed of the Kooth service and their accessibility to the support for their      
emotional health and wellbeing. 
  
Kooth is a web based confidential support service available to young people that     
provides a safe and secure means of accessing mental health and wellbeing support 
either by speaking to one of our online counsellors and/or engaging in our Kooth    
community online with the range of therapeutic support tools we have online. 
 
Summer self-care 

 

https://www.annafreud.org/media/12095/final-selfcaresummer-primary.pdf 
 
Self-care is about what you can do to help yourself feel better or to keep yourself     

feeling good.  

The Anna Freud Centre #SelfcareSummer Primary resource is full of fun activities    

designed to help children look after their mental health and wellbeing while enjoying 

themselves. It also signposts them and their families to additional support if they need 

it.  

It’s all part of the Centre's #SelfcareSummer campaign which highlights activities,    
support and advice every day throughout the summer. It includes Challenge        
Tuesdays where young people can share their artwork, photography, poems, crafts or 
activities to help support their wellbeing over the summer. 
 

 

As this is my final Signpost of the year, I would like to say a huge thank you to all the 

families I have worked with over the last few months; it has been a privilege getting to 

know you and your children. When supporting children with SEND, the most effective 

work takes place when home, school and other professionals all join forces in the best 

interests of the child. As we faced the challenges of lockdown, this happened time and 

time again.  

The staff of Blackawton are extremely dedicated and I know they 

will continue to give a high level of support under the direction of 

Mrs Burris until Ms Risby returns. I hope you all have a wonderful 

summer. 

With very best wishes, 

Sarah Simnett 
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