
Our mission is to provide a comprehensive, residential treatment program for hurting teens with the ultimate goal of family unit restoration.

You don’t want to miss the 10th Anniversary of our Stars and Spurs Barbeque and Auction. 
Great barbeque, festive music, success stories from House of Hope, plus a live and silent 
auction will round out this incredible evening! It will be a “Royal” celebration as Royals Team 
Manager, Ned Yost and his wife, Deborah, serve as our honorary chairpersons this year. It 
will be a special night as we celebrate a decade of great success. Mark your calendars now!

Monday, September 21, 2015
6:00pm to 9:00pm

ArtsTech (in the Crossroads)
1522 Holmes Road

Host a table of 10 - $750 per table | Individual tickets - $75 per person 

Sponsorships are also available! As a sponsor, you will be listed on 
our website, social media, and any printed event material. 

Platinum $10,000  -  Gold $5,000  -  Silver $2,500  -  Bronze $1,500 
Presenting Sponsor $25,000-$75,000

Marilyn Thomas, Founder & President

Welcome spring – budding trees 
and flowers that remind me of new-
ness of life and hope for the future! 
We look forward to picnics, swim-
ming, and summer activities (including  
following Royals baseball). Not only 
were 25 tickets donated to our HOH 
family to go to a baseball game in June, 
but also our girls were surprised by a 
personal, on-campus, visit from Ned 
and Deborah Yost. After Ned hum-
bly shared his thoughts and life les-
sons with the girls, he then opened up 
to questions. It was an inspirational 
time for everyone. As one resident 
wrote, “Thank you so much for com-
ing. I loved learning about your faith.”  
Another resident wrote, “Thank you so 
much for coming out to see and talk to 
us; that meant more to me than you’ll 
ever know. What I learned is that only 
God is in control over everything – us 
AND the Royals”.

Our residents are realizing how very 
special and unique they are, and they 
are learning that their life has a pur-
pose. Today’s culture is different than 
the one you and I endured as teens. It 
spawns isolation, fear and despair. Act-
ing out through promiscuity, bullying, 
drugs and rebellion against their fami-
lies often masks their hurt. They start to 
understand that the choices they make 
can determine their future.

In July, we are headed south to 
Nashville, Tennessee on a mission trip. 
While serving others, our girls will 
gain a bigger perspective of the world  
outside of themselves.

Speaking of others, we are ex-
cited to have Leslie Alford join our 
House of Hope Kansas City family (see  
inside article). As our new Execu-
tive Director, Leslie will lead us in our  
future growth and provide additional 
programs for our teens as they work 
through our five-phase program. 

Last, but not least, I am happy to 
announce that we were successful in 
meeting our matching grant of $20,000! 
We thank you, friends of House of Hope 
Kansas City, for your continued gener-
osity as volunteers, prayer warriors 
and financial donators. May God Bless 
You Always!

10th Anniversary Stars & Spurs  
Barbeque and Auction
“A Royal Celebration”

913-262-8885
info@houseofhopekc.net
www.houseofhopekc.net

House of Hope Kansas City
P.O. Box 4073
Overland Park, KS  66204

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We rely soley on the support from 
generous individuals, businesses, churches, 
foundations and organizations. There are 
many ways to give :

•  Scholarship donation for residents 
•   Thrivent Choice Dollars,  

 Charity ID 515879318
•  Donate Monthly as a “Hope Giver” 
•   Give through the United Way. Be sure to 

write in House of Hope Kansas City
•  Planned Giving and Annuities  
•   Select House of Hope Kansas City as your 

charity when you shop online through  
www.goodshop.com

•  Memorials & Honorary Gifts

Gifts of Hope
Hope “Gift” Giving

Gifts of Time
As we strive to be good stewards of 
donor funds, we are always searching for 
individuals willing and able to give of their 
time during the week. Whether you have 
1 hour per week or 40 hours per week, 
volunteers are always a huge blessing 
to our ministry and our girls! For more 
information on volunteering, contact our 
volunteer coordinator, Gretchen Wilferth 
at gretchen@houseofhopekc.net.

•  Transport girls to & from doctor’s appts
•  Weekly grocery store run
•  Handyman willing to do small jobs 
•  Prayer Warriors every Tuesday, 10-11am 

• 2 twin mattresses

• 1 set new or used queen size sheets

• Potter’s Wheel for art classes

• Art sketch books (11x14)

• Fertilizer for lawn

• Hand gardening tools  

(for girls to help with gardening)

• CD Player/Boombox

• Grocery store gift cards

• Lowe’s/Home Depot gift cards

• Wal-mart/Target gift cards

• Office Max/Office Depot gift cards

All donations are tax deductible.  
Donate online at www.houseofhopekc.net 

To receive this newsletter via e-mail, send your  
e-mail address to info@houseofhopekc.net

Wish List

S P R I N G  2 0 1 5

Ned and Deborah Yost visited our campus, and Ned shared his personal story with our girls.

Don’t miss our garage sale on Friday, June 12th and Saturday, June 13th. 
We would love your donations. Email gretchen@houseofhopekc.net for 
more information or to set up a drop-off time. Donations will help fund 

our mission trip to Nashville this summer.

Save The DaTeS:
6/12 & 6/13 - Garage Sale  

9/21 - 10th Anniversary Stars & Spurs 
6-9pm, 1522 Holmes Road, KCMO



  

Meet Our Exceptioanl Counseling Staff

At House of Hope Kansas City, Christ-centered counseling is provided individually 
as well as in groups with the ultimate goal of family healing and restoration. 

Teri Sciara, a Licensed Professional Counselor, is committed to providing quality 
services for individual and family counseling, including children and teens, from 
infancy to adulthood, from a holistic perspective, balancing faith, values and 
expectations. Teri provides a warm, supportive and encouraging approach to 
therapy that provides a safe environment for healing and insight for growth and 
change. Teri brings experiences from Community Counseling and Assessment 
Services at UMKC, Catholic Charities of Kansas City and St. Joseph Caritas Center 
and Synergy Services, Inc., Out-patient Clinic and Youth Resiliency Center.  
She has also been a residential Therapist at Spofford Home and is an Autism 
Specialist (KCART).

Larissa Darter, a Licensed Professional Counselor, attended Mid America 
Nazarene University where she received her Master of Arts in Marriage and 
Family Counseling. Larissa has specific training in Play Therapy techniques, 
trauma, and EMDR. Her experience includes working with children and families 
ages 5 and up. Larissa has worked in various settings including a church 
counseling center, a psychiatric residential facility for children with Autism and 
developmental disabilities, and within a private practice. Larissa’s goal is to help 
families heal and transform into biblical alignment of what God intended for the 
family unit to be. 

Deb Zumwalt, LPC, NCC, attended Mid America Nazarene University and went 
on to become a Counselor at Basehor Linwood High School. She facilitated 
individual and small group counseling as well as counseled students with various 
diagnoses, such as PTSD, attachment issues, depression and anxiety. Deb also 
brings experience treating youth from St. Thomas Aquinas in Overland Park as 
well as Arbor Creek Elementary School in Olathe KS.   

Dianne Atteberry, Program Director

of

How To Keep Children’s Minds Going This Summer

Create learning opportunities all Summer. Don’t let your students become 
victims of “brain drain.” Every Fall, teachers wonder why they have classes 
full of students who appear to have never attended school before. You do 
not have to enroll your students in Summer School, but you should create 
opportunities for them to use their brain. More and more computers do 
the work for us, so it helps to be intentional.

• Instead of using google maps (or only google maps) for directions, 
practice reading a map.

• Have students help with baking/cooking, especially if you increase 
or decrease a recipe

• Limit screen time:  iPad, computers, video games, TV, movies
• Exercise (very good for the body AND the brain)
• Do a project or build something. If they have to measure, all the 

better
• Visit a museum here or somewhere near (or far if on vacation)
• Plan a day trip to a nature center, the zoo, a natural preserve, a 

cultural experience
• READ...READ...READ

Use your time well! Summer goes by so fast - as do brain cells 
apparently.  ;)

The HOH girls will be doing much the same thing. Classes are over, and we 
take a break from our regular school program, but we still use the time set 
aside for school to create learning opportunities: Field Trips, Projects, a 
Mission Trip (still in the planning stages), and much, much, more! If you have 
a source for tickets to any events, museums, or local activities, we welcome 
any donations that provide fun Summer opportunities for our girls. 

Molly Fisher, Principal, Hope Academy

Counselor’s CornerHope Academy

Meet Our New Executive Director
We are pleased to announce that Leslie Alford has joined our House of 
Hope Kansas City team as the new Executive Director. Leslie is a Kansas 
City native with a long history of involvement with young life and her 
church. She is a graduate of Baylor University. As well as a passion 
and a desire to serve teens in our community, Leslie has experience in 

marketing, public relations 
and running a non-profit 
organization. Prior to 
House of Hope Kansas City, 
Leslie spent 20 years in the 
television news industry. 
She enjoys spending time 
with the  HOH girls (as seen 
in the photo at the Chris 
August concert at COR), 
and she has three grown 
children of her own. Dianne 
Atteberry is now serving as 
our Program Director. 

Friday, June 12th – 8:00am to 3:00pm
Saturday, June 13th – 8:00am to 3:00pm

All proceeds benefit House of Hope Kansas City Mission Trip 
to Nashville, TN and Beautiful Gate Foundation Relief Efforts in 
Nepal (beautifulgatefoundation.org). Donation Ideas Include: 
Household Items, Sporting Goods, Furniture, Clothing and 
Toys. No outdated or broken electronics, please.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Marilyn Thomas, Founder/President 

Dr. Larry Daugherty, Chairman 
Steve Campbell 

Martha Comment 
Paul Gemeinhardt 

 Judy Hart 
Clarence Harvey 

Cliftene Lewis 
Susan Mayfield 
Lee Robertson 
Steve Willman

ADVISORY BOARD
Dr. Martye Barnard 

Jimmy Dodd 
Tyrone & Renee Flowers

Dr. Grace Ketterman 
Anne Peterson 

Matthew Severns

In The NewsGarage Sale Info

From A Young Girl’s Heart

• KLove has been running a PSA about House of Hope Kansas 
City. Because of this great exposure, several families are 
getting out-patient counseling, and one family has moved 
their daughter into our residential program.

• Program Director, Dianne Atteberry, was featured on Kathy 
Quinn’s recent radio show discussing having teens at home 
this summer and the warning signs you need to look for.

• Christian Band “For King and Country” blessed the HOH 
girls with tickets to see their concert at The Music Hall.  
Everyone had a great time!

• Overland Christian School blessed our campus by spending 
their Serve Day with us. We are so grateful for all who 
participated. They are pictured below.

One of our current residents 
shared her personal story with the 
networking group, Linking KC. Here 
is a portion of the story. “Through 
House of Hope, I’ve felt much closer 
to God, and I’ve come to depend 
on Him. My self value has greatly 
increased and rarely am I ashamed. 
I am a follower, avidly loving God 
and seeking Him daily. All of this 
restoration, thus far, is from God 
and people’s willingness to allow 
Him to work throughout their lives.”

Congratulations Abbey
Recent House of Hope KC Graduate

We are so very proud of you!

During Royal’s Team Manager Ned 
Yost’s visit to House of Hope Kansas 
City, Yost shared with the girls 
some of his personal story and how 
God has played a major role in his 
success over the past year. Some of 
this story is on our Facebook page, 
so be sure to like us and check it out.

The girls were thrilled to have the 
“Royal Guests” at House of Hope KC. 
They even decorated for the couple.

Royal Guests


