
 

 Most car seats have a lifespan of 6 years from 
the manufacture date. 

 Always fill out and send in the registration 
card or call the manufacturer to be sure the 
seat is not recalled.   

 Once a car seat has been in a crash, it should 
not be used.  There may be damage you can-
not see. 

 Avoid used car seats.  Second-hand seats may 
have damage or be missing pieces that can’t 
be seen. 

 Remember, the back seat is the safest place 
for children younger than age 13. 
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Seventy-three percent of car seats are 
not used or installed correctly!  
 

Read the Instruction Manual  
There’s some really good information 
in there! The instruction manual 
should answer most of the questions 
you have when installing the seat. 
 

Get Your Seat Checked  
Learn how to install your car seat for 
free.  Call the Center for Childhood  
Safety at 920-272-0110 to make an            
appointment or visit ccsgb.org                                              
for a complete list of events. 
 

Use the Harness Straps and Chest Clip 
Correctly                                                   
The straps need to be tight and the 
chest clip needs to be level with your 
child’s armpit. In addition, make sure 
you’re using the correct slot on your 
seat for the harness straps. For a rear-
facing child the straps need to come 
through a slot that is at or below their 
shoulders. If you’re forward-facing – 
then the straps need to come through 
a slot that is above their shoulders.  
 

Don’t Use Your Car Seat with a Coat  
As much as we want to keep them 
warm, coats interfere with the ability 
of the straps to get a tight fit.  Nothing 
heavier than a polar fleece is                            
recommended by car seat                               
manufacturers. 



CAR SEATS ARE 71 PERCENT EFFECTIVE IN REDUCING 

THE RISK OF DEATH TO INFANTS.|   INFANTS 

|   TODDLERS |   BOOSTERS 

A booster seat positions the 
seat belt so that it fits 
properly over the stronger 
parts of your child’s body.   
Once children outgrow their 
forward-facing seat, they 
should be buckled up in a 
booster seat.  They must be  
4 years old and 40 pounds to ride in a booster 
seat.  Always use a lap and shoulder belt with a 
booster seat,   never a lap belt only.  If using a          
backless booster, you must have good head                 
support behind the child.  
 The shoulder belt lies flat on the middle of the 

shoulder or collarbone not on the neck, under 
their arm or behind their back. 

 The lap belt lies across the hips or lap not the 
belly. 

         

Children should ride forward  
facing using a five point harness 
until reaching the maximum 
height and weight of the car 
seat.  Once a child is in a forward
-facing car seat, he or she must 
remain in a harness until age 4 
and 40 pounds. Some seats have 
harness weights up to 80 pounds, 
allowing your child to stay in a harness longer.                 
Children are much better protected when                   
restrained in a harness. 
  
 Harness straps come through the seat at or 

above the shoulders. 
 Straps are snug so you cannot pinch fabric to 

fabric. 
 The chest clip should be at armpit level. 
 Car seat is buckled tightly in the car and 

moves less than one inch at the belt path. 

Most kids can safely use an adult seat belt sometime between ages 8 and 12.  
Here’s how to know that your child is ready: 
 Your child is at least 4 feet 9 inches tall. 
 Your child sits against the back of the seat with his or her knees bent comfortably at the edge of the 

seat without slouching— and can remain that way for the entire trip. 
 The lap belt rests flat and snugly across your child's upper thighs, and the shoulder belt rests on the   

middle of your child's shoulder and chest — not on the neck or face. 
 Make sure your child doesn't tuck the shoulder belt under his or her arm or behind his or her back.                    
 Remember: Children 12 and younger should still ride in the back seat because it’s safer there. 

|   SAFETY BELTS 

For the best protection, keep 
your baby in a rear-facing car 
seat for as long as possible – 
usually until about 2 years old. 
You can find the exact height 
and weight limit on the side or 
back of your car seat. Kids who 
ride in rear-facing seats have the       
maximum protection for the head, neck and 
spine. There are different types of rear-facing car 
seats:  
Infant seats can only be used rear -facing.                 
Convertible and 3-in-1 car seats typically have 
higher height and weight limits for the rear-facing 
position, allowing you to keep your child                        
rear-facing for a longer period of time. 
 
 Harness straps come through the seat at or     

below the shoulders. 
 Straps are snug so you cannot pinch           

fabric to fabric. 
 The chest clip should be at armpit level. 
 Car seat is buckled tightly in the car and 

moves less than one inch at the belt path. 
 It is especially important for rear-facing                    

children to ride in a back seat away from the 
airbag.  

Among children ages 4 to 8, 

the use of booster seats     

reduces the risk of non-fatal 

injury by 45%compared with 

the use of seat belts alone. 


