
Hythe Twinning Association

VISIT TO FRANCE 13-15 SEPTEMBER 2019

The coach picked us up in Red Lion
Square, at 8.30am on Friday to head to
St. Omer for lunch, the weather was not
too good but there were plenty of
places to eat and drink and the stunning
City Gardens to tour.

We arrived in Arras in the late afternoon, to a complimentary glass of
wine, on arrival at the hotel and an included dinner which was served at
7pm.  Afterwards several groups made for the Main Squares, La Place des
Héros and La Grand Place where the weekend revellers go to enjoy the
atmosphere.  It was still cool, but this did not deter these ‘Merrymakers’.

On Saturday after a substantial breakfast we
left the hotel at 09.00 am for Le Touquet where we visited the excellent 
local market which included an indoor fresh food, veg and meat area.  The 
streets were thronged with locals and visitors and of course the cafes had to
be tried out too.

We left at midday, for Berck sur Mer, where an excellent lunch had been 
arranged at the La Terrasse Restaurant.  There we were joined by several French Twinning Members and 
had a lovely few hours of friendship and socialising.



  

On Sunday we left the hotel for Poperinge, arriving at approximately 10.30, with time for coffee and 
cognac!  The Mayor of Poperinge hosted a reception in the Town Hall, he gave a very good speech in 
English and our Chairman Fred gave a thank you, in reply.  After which we enjoyed informal chats along 
with wine and nibbles.  An optional lunch had been arranged at a local restaurant, La Poupee.  At 13 
euros per person. this was excellent value and enjoyed by all.  After lunch a group guided tour of Talbot 
House, the home of Toc H.  This was a First World War place of relaxation for all ranks from the rigours 
of the frontline

The Mayor of Poperinge
welcomes our group and a
photo opportunity with our
Hythe Twinning Chairman
Fred Kirkby.

We left Poperinge later in the afternoon to return to Arras, where the rest of the evening was free.  The 
Squares of the town have wonderful architecture and are particularly beautiful after dark.

On Monday we took an optional tour of the Wellington Tunnels, in Arras, which was very interesting.  
They were dug by NZ Tunnellers who extended the chalk extraction to enable a 1917 Spring Offensive.  



They were the base for 24,000 troops whose role was to surprise the enemy, by sudden appearance from 
underground tunnels, right on the front lines.  After the visit, we left at approximately midday, with a visit
to Cite Europe (more coffee and snacks).  We returned to Hythe in the early evening, after a thoroughly 
enjoyable, four-day weekend.

Many, many thanks go to Hilary and Chairman Fred for all the preparation and planning that made this 
trip such a huge success.  They had travelled to France and Belgium, to vet the hotel in Arras and secure 
an excellent package. They met with key people in both Twin Towns and over many years they have 
forged links with French and Belgique friends.

To show our appreciation Shirley arranged a lovely presentation on Tuesday, with plants and French 
delicacies from donations from all of us.  We must also thank Cross Keys and in particular our driver, 
Justin, for his safe driving and patience over the whole period.  He really did look after us very well and 
his parking skills were well admired!


