The Prodigal Son Parable Lesson
By Felicia Mollohan
Bible Reference: Luke 15:11-32

Lesson Objective: The children will learn how God feels when we repent and come
back to Him.

Target Age: 1st grade - 5th grade

Items Needed:

various items that can be hidden around the room
black crayons

paper

crayons

paper clips

Welcome Activity:

Before class, hide different items around the classroom. Make a list, on the white
board or on a piece of paper, of the hidden items. When the children arrive, let them
know that you need help finding some lost items and let them go have fun.

Bible Lesson Introduction:

“*What items did you find?”

“"What was it like when you couldnt find an item you were looking for?”

“*What did it feel like when you found an item that was lost?”

“Have any of you ever been lost? What was it like for you? What do you think it was
like for your parents?”

Bible Lesson:
Read through Luke 15:11-32 in your Bible, explaining as you read fo make sure the
children are understanding.

You could use the A Prodigal Son: The Parable told by Jesus Skit to have the
children involved in the felling of the story.

So theres this father who has two sons. His youngest son wants to go off on his own
and live life the way he wants. So one day, he goes to his father and asks for his
share of the inheritance. His father complies and the younger son goes on his way.



For awhile, life is great for him. He has a lot of friends and has a lot of parties.
Eventually, his money runs out. He doesnt have any friends and doesnt even have
enough to buy some food.

He gets a job feeding pigs. It was then, when the pigs’ food looked good enough to
eat, that he decides to go back to his father and work for him.

When hes almost home, his father sees him and runs out to greet him. He has a
great party for the return of his son. Everyone is excited and happy that the
younger son has returned. All but the older son. He is mad that his father is giving a
party for his brother who left. His father tells him that he should be happy that his
brother has decided to come back.

Bible Lesson Understanding:

God is the father in this parable. Christians who follow God's Word and do not stray
are the other brother. Christians who stray from the faith, but decide to come back,
are the younger brother.

Bible Lesson Activity: Black Crayon Picture

Give each child a piece of paper. Have them fill the entire page with color. Make
sure that they dont just draw a picture, but actually fill the entire page with color.
Using the sides of the crayons, with the papers off, sometimes is the easiest way to
get full color faster.

After the full page is covered with color, hand each child a black crayon. They are to
color heavy black color over their page. It needs to be thick and black enough to
cover all of the color.

After the full page is covered with black, hand each child a paper clip. They can
scratch off some of the black (making a picture if they want) to show the color
underneath.

Bible Verse:
Luke 15:32 "But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead
and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.”

Bible Verse Activity: Hand Motions

"But we had to celebrate and rejoice” - raise hands up and pump up and down
“for this brother of yours was dead” - close your eyes

“and has begun to live” - open eyes and smile

“and was lost” - shrug shoulders

“and has been found” - point as if you found something

Luke 15 - hold up 1 finger on right hand and 5 fingers on left hand



32 - hold up 3 fingers on right hand and 2 fingers on left hand

Evaluation:

Discuss with the children about their pictures that they colored. They used such
beautiful colors to fill the page. Then they had fo cover up the beauty with the
black. The black represents the sin in our lives. Sometimes it covers the beauty that
is in our lives. Buf, when we decide to repent and come back to our Lord, the
blackness can be scratched away to find beauty again.



odigal
Son

Booklet: from:
Luke [51-32

By Felicia Mollohan

And He said, "A man had Two sons. The younger of them said to his
Father, 'Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me’
So he divided his wealth between them. And not many days later,
the younger son gathered everything together and went on a
Journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate
with loose living. Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine
occurred in that country, and he began 1o be impoverished. So he
went and hired himself out To one of the citizens of that country,
and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would have
dladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating,
and ho one was giving anything To him. But when he came to his
senses, he said, 'How many of my father’s hired men have more
than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! T will get up
and go o my father, and will say To him, "Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; make me as one of your hired men.™ So he got up and
came to his father. But while he was still a long way of f, his father
saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him
and Kissed him. And the son said o him, *Father, I have sinned
against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy o be called
your son But the father said To his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the
best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals
on his feet; and bring the fattened calf, Kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and has come 1o life again,
he was lost and has been found’ And they began to celebrate.
"Now his older son was in The field, and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. And he
summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these
things could be. And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fattened calf because he has received
him back safe and sound? But he became angry and was not willing
to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him. But
he answered and said to his father, 'Lookl For so many years I have
been serving you and I have never neglected a coommand of yours;
and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I might
celebrate with my friends; but when this son of yours came, who

has devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened
calf for him! And he said To him, 'Son, you have always been with
me, and all That is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice,

for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was
lost and has been found™
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The Prodigal Son - A Parable told by Jesus
By Felicia Mollohan

This skit was written directly from Luke 15:11-32. A father has two sons and the
younger son takes his inheritance and squanders if, while the older son stays and
does his duty to help his father. The younger son comes back and the older son gets
angry that the father throws a party for him. The father explains that his brother
was lost, but now is found. Jesus told this parable to explain how we should all be
happy when someone leaves the faith, but comes back.

Characters:

Jesus

Father

Older Son

Younger Son

Citizen

Servants

Jesus: A man had two sons.
Younger Son: Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.
Father: I will divide my wealth between you and your older brother.

Jesus: And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and
went on a journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate with
loose living. Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that
country, and he began to be impoverished.

Younger Son: I am out of money and I have no food. Maybe I can get a job with a
local citizen.

Citizen: I'll hire you. I need someone to go into my fields and feed my swine.

Younger Son (feeding swine): Wow! I am so hungry that these pods that the swine
are eating actually look good. (acts like he is about to eat some of it, but stops)

Younger Son: What am I thinking? How many of my father's hired men have more
than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! I will get up and go to my
father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; I
am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.



Jesus: So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him.

Younger Son: Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer
worthy tfo be called your son.

Father (to servants): Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a
ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring the fattened calf, Kill it, and let
us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he
was lost and has been found.

Jesus: And they began to celebrate. Now his older son was in the field, and when he
came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing.

Older Son (to servants): What is going on over there?

Servant: Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf
because he has received him back safe and sound. Won't you go in and celebrate with
them?

Older Son (angrily): No, I wont go in. I cant believe all of this!
Father: Son. Won't you come in and celebrate with us?

Older Son: Look! For so many years I have been serving you and I have never
neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so
that I might celebrate with my friends; but when this son of yours came, who has
devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you kKilled the fattened calf for him.

Father: Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had
to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live,
and was lost and has been found.



