Plein Air Ireland | 2019 Workshop

PLEIN AIR IRELAND
1-Day Workshop
August 5th, 2019
Near Wexford, Ireland
€120 (or USA equivalent exchange rate)
Media: All Types (oil, acrylic, pastel, watercolor)
This one-day workshop will take one of two paths,
depending upon the weather. Painting en plein air is all about
the light. So if it is sunny we will work on how to quickly capture a dynamic pattern of light and
shadow unified with warm lights/cool darks. If it is an overcast day we will work on how to
establish a pleasing tonal composition, using use cool lights/warm darks as our starting point.
Registration is now open. To register, email Thomas at:

thomas@thomaskitts.com

Above the Jardin
Mexico
oil on panel

We will also focus on these principles of painting, things
every avid alla prima outdoor painter should know:
1. Organizing your lights and darks into two main masses
2. Using lost & found edges to create an area of focus
3. Painting from dark-to-light and thin-to-thick
4. Eliminating detail; painting from large-to-small shapes
5. Turning the surface planes with color (Hue)
6. Varying your brushwork
7. Working with ‘slow haste’ (JS Sargent)
In addition, we will cover practical tips such as how to mix
colors rapidly on your palette and canvas, how to “build”
your painting in layers, and share a few helpful tricks you
can fall back on when things get difficult. The things you will
learn in this class will improve your work in every possible way,
indoors and out.
This class is open to ALL media. What you paint with is your
choice. Bring whatever you want to work with. Having said that,
make sure your media is capable of representing a full color
spectrum and complete value scale, from black to white.
Where the Fish Lie
Oregon, USA
w/c on paper
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Frequently Asked Questions
Where will we paint during this workshop? The
location has not been determined yet, and won’t be
until I arrive at Art In The Open in Late July. But I will
set it close by, if not in Wexford, Ireland, where the
painting festival will be held.
What is the workshop schedule? Since this is a one
day class I will try to pack in as much information,
instruction, and painting time for you as possible.
Within reason. We will start at 9:00 am, and work
through the day, taking a lunch as needed, and end at
5:00 pm.
Where will I stay? Reserving accommodations will be
your responsibility.

left:
An Act of Charity
Oaxaca, Mexico
w/c on paper

top left:
Desert Grays
California, USA
oil on panel

top right:
Domes of Mirogoj
Croatia
oil on panel
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Is there anything else I should know? Yes. I will expect you to pay
attention to what is presented, and for you to do your personal best.
But I also want you to have a lot of fun as you learn new things. Ask
questions. Laugh. Play nicely with others. My approach to teaching is
simple and ultimately boils down to: “This is not a race. Start where
you are and advance from there.” Every student is unique, so how far
you advance will be determined by the effort you invest into the time
we have together. And my sincere hope is that whatever you learn
Yaquina Lighthouse
Oregon, USA
w/c on paper

from me continues to live on long after we part and keeps you
growing as an artist…

––––

Additional questions?

top:
Deadline Falls
Oregon, USA
oil on panel

Thomas Jefferson Kitts

Feel free to email me at thomas@thomaskitts.com
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Nectarines and Peonies
oil on panel
Oregon, USA

Tim, painting en plein air
Oregon, USA
oil on panel

To learn more about Thomas, or view more work, visit:

www.thomaskitts.com
Boating Home at Sunset
Venice
oil on linen

