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Ministry Life
CATECHISM
We hope that you’ll join us for our Lenten Midweek services this season, on Wednesdays from 6:45-7:15 pm.
Using our beloved Holden Evening Prayer service music, we will be using the main sections of Luther’s Small
Catechism as the centerpiece and source of our reflections. Our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, has called
our church into study of this important faith forming guide of our heritage.

Presiding Bishop Eaton – Big Look at Small Catechism
Several years ago my husband’s bishop tried
initiating a diocese-wide call to the catechumenate
to engage those preparing for confirmation in a
period of study and formation. We call it
confirmation class or catechism, something
generations of Lutherans have gone through. But
this was a new experience for the Episcopalians in
his diocese. He set about developing a curriculum for prospective confirmands, only to encounter resistance.
How do Lutherans get participation in multiyear catechetical instruction? I told him: “Five hundred years of
hazing.”

We do have a history of communicating the faith from generation to generation. Martin
Luther wrote the Small Catechism after the Saxon Visitation of the late 1520s, which
examined the religious practices in the parishes of that part of Central Europe. He
discovered a stunning lack of understanding of the basics of the Christian faith among
laypeople and pastors. So in the Small Catechism he gives a concise but rich explanation
of the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, the commandments, baptism, communion, the
Office of the Keys and confession.
The Small Catechism became an important part of faith formation in families. Millions of
us throughout the centuries and world have studied and memorized it. Catechism has
been a rite of passage in the Lutheran movement. It could be argued that no other
experience is more universally Lutheran than studying this little book—not language, not hymnody, not
cuisine, not worship style. “What does this mean?” and “This is most certainly true” are two of the most
recognizable phrases in Lutheranism.
It’s been said, “Youth is wasted on the young.” I’m not suggesting that studying the catechism isn’t beneficial
to middle school students. But confining catechetical instruction to that age group and expecting fully
formed disciples at the end of the process is probably a little unrealistic.
All of this has me wondering how we can bring our Lutheran traditions, unashamedly and gratefully, into our
relationships with ecumenical and interreligious partners. The ELCA is fully committed to ecumenical and
interreligious dialogue. We have six full communion partners: the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the Reformed
Church in America, the United Church of Christ, the Episcopal Church, the United Methodist Church and the
Moravian Church. As the ELCA, we also claim the evangelical part of our name. Set free by the grace of God
through the death and resurrection of Jesus and moved by the Spirit we want to tell everybody the good
news.

Ministry Life
CATECHISM Continued ...
Some argue that emphasizing our Lutheran identity is an impediment to dialogue and evangelism. I would
argue that if we aren’t clear about who we are and what we believe it’s not possible to have deep and
authentic encounters with others. It’s hard to have meaningful give-and-take with mush.
There was a time in the 1980s when church growth experts urged us to shed denominational identity in favor
of more generic, and so appealing, names for congregations. St. Paul Lutheran Church became the Church at
Pheasant Run. It’s like selling our inheritance for a mess of marketing pottage. Of course we are baptized into
the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church. Of course our identity is in Christ and not in a 16th-century
Augustinian monk. But there is something distinctive about our Lutheran voice that needs to be heard in
ecumenical and interreligious conversations and in the public square. If we aren’t clear about this we run the
risk of sliding into relativism.
It might be time for all of us to dust off our Small Catechisms (or find it in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page
1160) and take another look at the basics of the faith. Staff at the Lutheran Center in Chicago will be doing
just that. My guess is that places like Microsoft or McDonald’s take great care in immersing their people into
their corporate culture. We are Lutheran Christians. With great humility we can be unapologetic about being
Lutheran. It would be wonderful if we as the ELCA prepared for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in
2017 by studying the Small Catechism together. We have a common language with which to talk about faith,
engage Scripture and make sense of our world. Catechism is not just for the young. This is most certainly
true.
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ANNUAL AUCTION
St. Philip Annual Fundraising Auction—Sunday, April 2, 2017 at 6:00 pm
Don’t miss the chance to celebrate the generosity and compassion of our local
community and St. Philip members and friends.
Over 45 local businesses are participating in the 2017 auction, which reveals a strong
commitment to joining us in serving those at risk in our community. The Clothes
Closet allows people to "shop" at no cost. We host a Memory Loss Caregivers Support
Group and offer our space to AA and Overeaters Anonymous. Other local programs
we support include Youth Services of Glenview/Northbrook, Night Ministry, Northfield Township Food
Pantry, Wings and PADS.
This year’s auction has something for everyone, including creative ‘’theme” parties
hosted by members, theatre tickets, wine tastings, golf outings, restaurant gift
cards, spa packages, pizza and much more!
The Auction Team is challenging every member and friend of St. Philip to bring one
guest--a family member, “best” friend or neighbor. So decide who YOU will bring to
help make our auction a success! Then be sure to check St. Philip’s weekly E-News
for auction updates!

Outreach
VBS 2017: Maker Fun Factory
St. Philip and Holy Trinity Lutheran Churches are combining resources
again to provide the families in our community a fun and exciting way
to be introduced to or grow closer to Jesus.
Dates: July 31—August 4

Times: 8:30—11:30 am (crew start 8 am)
For all kids ages 3+

Junior crew for kids ages 10+

Senior crew for 15—115!
Our Vacation Bible School is unique in that it is the only VBS program in
the area that does not charge a fee. It allows ANY member of our community to bring their kids to find out
more about Jesus and to then bring home God’s messages to their families and friends. We sow the seeds of
the Word and where these seeds blossom we often don’t know, but we can stand in the knowledge that we
are doing as God commanded:
“Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation” Mark 16:15

How can I be a part of this? (I hear you say!)
There are multitudes of ways! Plug yourself into one, two, or more of these different needs:

1. Volunteers—we cannot run this program without a large group of willing volunteers. We need station
leaders, group leaders, snack helpers, assistant helpers, behind the scenes helpers, decorators,
organizers ...
2. Donators—we cannot run this program in the way we do without the generosity of our two churches.
You can either give monetary donations (it costs about $25 per child for the week), and/or donate
resources. There will be a bake sale fundraiser in May and a list of items needed will be posted.
3. Publicizers—we need to spread the word, invite family, friends, neighbors, families we happen to meet.
Fliers and posters will be available to hand out, but personally inviting someone has a greater impact.
Also, we will be joining with Holy Trinity in the 4th July Parade and will need help preparing for it and
handing out fliers during the parade.

4. Prayer—we always appreciate being held in prayer as we continue to do our Lord’s work., and we need to
pray for the families who we can reach out to.

Important dates:

July 23

Crew training and resources
organizing, 6:30 pm

July 30

Dedication of VBS Crew, during
worship

May 7 VBS Fundraiser Bake Sale, after worship
June 4 Information Evening, 7 pm
July 4 4th July Parade

For more information, contact Gemma Batty

St. Philip Life
MUSIC NEWS

From the Minister of Music:
The seasons of Lent and Easter are approaching and now
would be a great opportunity to become part of the Music
Ministry at St. Philip.

Shout for joy to the
Lord, all the earth,
burst into jubilant
song with music;
Psalms 98:4

Sing with the choir: Even if you can’t attend every practice
or every Sunday that’s alright we would love to have you
sing with us whenever it is possibly for you to be there.
This year the choir will be teaming up with the choir from Holy Trinity to form a larger choir for Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday services. Maundy Thursday will be at Holy Trinity and Good Friday will be at St.
Philip. St. Philip’s choir will also be singing on Easter Sunday. Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm.

Solo, duet or ensemble: Can you sing or play a solo or duet during worship, or be part of an ensemble . If
you are interested in joining the brass group on Easter Sunday please let me know.
Ringers needed for handbell choir: Handbell rehearsals will be on Thursday March 23, Thursday March 30,
Thursday April 6 at 7pm, and Wednesday April 12 at 6:30pm. These rehearsals will run about 45 minutes and
you don’t have to read music to be part of the group but need to be at all the rehearsals. We will be
preparing a selection for Easter Sunday.
Organ/piano duet or instrumental descants: Enhance the hymns and musical elements during worship.

If you are interested in participating in any musical activities please contact our Minister of Music:
Kjel Hanson music@stphilipglenview.org 319.520.5377 (cell)

FAMILY NEWS
Dear St. Philip Family,
Our hearts are overflowing with thanks and gratitude for all the outpouring of love and compassion that
we've received during this difficult time of losing our Vikki. She had a tough struggle with complications
due to her kidney disease, spending 21 days in the ICU fighting a bacterial blood infection. We are so
thankful for all the support, visits, phone calls, cards, hugs , and wonderful meals that have been ongoing
these last couple of months. The week of Vikki's memorial service brought further blessings with all the
meals for our out-of-town relatives, who are in total awe of our St. Philip family. We cannot thank you
enough for all the time and work on the actual day of her service. The changing of the banners back and
forth twice that day; the setting up of the tables with real china and utensils and then taking everything
down and washing all those dishes and tablecloths; the wonderful desserts and antipasto; the beautiful
bulletin; the special music that Vikki loved so much; the time that Pastor Kyle
spent with me to plan the service and to capture the essence of who Vikki was; and
all of you who came to give tribute to Vikki and to comfort us - all these things
and more will remain forever in our hearts. Thank you and God bless you all!

Love in Christ, Martin and Elaine Bilowich

Worship
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays

9 am

Worship with Holy Communion

March 1st

6:45 pm

Ash Wednesday

Wednesdays

6:45 pm

GLOW Lent Midweek Worship (March 8—April 5)

April 9th

9:00 am

Palm Sunday

April 13th

7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday @ Holy Trinity

April 14th

7:00 pm

Good Friday with Holy Trinity

April 15th

9:00 am

Easter Day

God loves you as you are - your race, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status,
age, socio-economic and employment status, physical and mental ability, political
affiliation, and religious background - and so do we! You are welcome here!

WORSHIP SERVERS THIS SEASON
Date
March 1 *
(Ash Wed.)
6:45 p.m.

Comm.
Sacristan
Assistants

Reader

Ushers

Greeter

AV
Assistant

Coffee

Melanie
Pam

Carol

Elaine

Bill & Sharon

Lu Ann

Michael W.

N/A

March 5

LuAnn
Rita

Elaine

Cris

Pam & Bob

Sharon

Melanie

Pam

March 12

Melanie
Ron

Maxine

Gemma

Gayle & Lyle

Melanie

Clyde

OPEN

March 19

Mike B.
Don S.

Carol

LuAnn

Megan

Mary

March 26

LuAnn
Rita

Elaine

Nancy

Pam & Bob

Marzee

Michael W.

Sharon

April 2

Steve
Mike B.

Maxine

Bonnie

Gayle & Lyle

Cris

Clyde

OPEN

April 9 *
Palm Sunday

Melanie
Don S.

Carol

Marzee

Bill & Sharon

Megan

OPEN

April 14 *
Good Friday
7 p.m.

N/A

N/A

N/A

Rita & Jack

Melanie

N/A

Terri
Melanie

Maxine

Bonnie

Pam & Bob

Clyde

OPEN

April 16 *
Easter

Ellen Batty Bill & Sharon

Melanie

Melanie
Melanie

LuAnn

Faith Formation
BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible Study: Wednesdays 9 am

Men’s Bible Study: Thursdays 10 am

We study the upcoming readings for our Sunday worship service so that we can hear them with greater depth.

GLOW—God’s Love On Wednesdays
5:15 pm

Intergenerational GLOW Faith Formation:
Unit 3: Faith in the Face of Fire
Mar 8, 15, 22, Apr 5

Adults and children gather for storytelling, crafts, games, music, and service to grow as
Jesus’ disciples. This is truly for all ages.
6:15 pm

Lent Soup Supper

6:45 pm

GLOW Worship: Holden Evening Prayer

7:30 pm

Choir Rehearsal

8:30 pm

GLOW Adult Bible Study:

An intimate connection with God is central to believing that God’s promises of
unconditional love and grace are truly for you. During the season of Lent (Mar 8, 15, 22,
29, Apr 5), we will think deeply about what prayer really is and how it works. It is far more
than speaking silently or aloud to God, asking for what I and the world need, and thanking
God for all the good things. We’ll look at various prayer styles from across time and place
and we’ll actually engage in prayer together. We could spend a whole year together
exploring this topic but we’ll take at least five weeks to think more intentionally about it.

ADULT FORUM
Mar 5: Introductory Session Eastern Rite Catholics/Chaldean Catholic Church
Mar 12: Visit to Mart Miriam Chaldean Catholic Church
2700 Willow Rd., Northbrook
Just to the north of us, in the old St. Peter Community Church, there is a Catholic
church that looks rather different than our Roman Catholic sisters and brothers at St.
Catherine and Our Lady of Perpetual Help in a number of different ways. Descended
from the Assyrian Church of the East, they maintain full communion with the Pope but
were allowed to use their own language, liturgies, and traditions. The Chaldean
Catholic Church presently comprises around 500,000 people from
northern Iraq, Syria, Turkey and Iran, a region roughly
corresponding with what was Assyria between the 25th century BC
and mid-7th century AD. But there are also a good number in
Michigan, Illinois and California.
Come learn about this tradition and other Eastern Rite Catholics
before we worship with them.

St. Philip Lutheran Church
1609 Pfingsten Road
Glenview IL 60025

Church Leadership and Staff
Email: info@stphilipglenview.org

The Rev. Kyle Severson
Pastor / Communication
pastorkyle@stphilipglenview.org
Gemma Batty
Parish Administrator / Faith Formation
gemma@stphilipglenview.org

Phone: (847) 998-1946

Web: www.stphilipglenview.org

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Steve Parks Council President / Mutual Ministry
LuAnn Jones Vice President / Property
Cris Bartlett Secretary

Season

Due Date for Items

Pentecost I

May 12, 2017

Pentecost II

Aug 18, 2017

Advent/
Christmas

Nov 10, 2017

Epiphany

Dec 29, 2017

Melanie Chavin Worship and Music
Kjel Hanson
Minister of Music
music@stphilipglenview.org
Barb Kit-Mitalo Bookkeeper
Jack Taylor Treasurer / Communication

Mike Bratkovich Faith Formation
Sharon Holmstrom Fellowship
Marzee Eckhoff Finance
Pam Blackstone Outreach

Mary Roth Financial Secretary/Fellowship Ellen Sypura Stewardship

Terri Schlangen Mutual Ministry

