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Ministry Life 

WORSHIP WHY’S 

Dear beloved parishioner, 

Thank you for your faithful question – for wanting to make sure that your worship is centered on God rather 
than other human beings. The short answer is that it’s complicated! By no means is it wrong to be so inspired 
that you can’t help but respond in applause. On the other hand, that we often only applaud in worship after  
a musical offering strengthens the relationship between applause and performance – performance by  
human beings.  

While the Psalmist proclaims, “Clap your hands, all you people!” (Psalm 47:1), there is certainly a difference 
between clapping along to a song in rhythm versus applause. One writer suggests “Americans tend to  
applaud after all performances, regardless of quality. At best, such applause may be simply a courtesy.” It is 
certainly not the desire for worship to just to applaud as a courtesy to performers. We want to ensure that  
all applause would be directed toward God in response to God’s grace in our midst, but also not because we 
were entertained. 

My hope is that we can allow the Spirit to move through us, not worrying about what we can and can’t do, 
but trusting that whether we applaud, or smile, or simply acknowledge the fullness of our hearts, God will 
receive our gratitude. And remember to thank our choir and musicians for sharing their gifts. 

If you would like to read another source about this topic, there is a FAQ that was developed by the ELCA: 
http://bit.ly/elcaapplause 
 

God’s Peace, 

 

P.S. We will consider these kinds of questions and so much more as we think about the words and  
movements of our weekly liturgy this Fall during GLOW Exploration. 

As we worship, so we , so we live! 

Wednesdays 6:45-8pm 

http://bit.ly/elcaapplause


3 

Ministry Life 

MUSIC NEWS 

 

 

 

It’s the time of year when our crazy summer lives become our crazy school and activities lives. With that 
being said, the music ministry at St. Philip will start the new season. This year, in addition to the choir  
enhancing the worship services, I would like to have handbells, guitars, drums, bass, and other  
instruments enhance the worship services. There will be several occasions throughout the coming season 
when we will team up with other local churches to enhance the interfaith celebrations.  

The choir will once again rehearse on Thursday evenings at 7pm. The rehearsals will start on Thursday,  
August 29th at 7pm in the sanctuary. We will sing starting on Sunday, September 8th.  

The handbells would rehearse on Wednesdays, however, the times and dates will be determined later. 

If you don’t feel comfortable being a part of the choir or handbells or any other group you can also  
participate by playing or singing a solo during the worship services. If interested in being part of the music 
program this Fall or anytime please don’t hesitate to contact me either in person or by email.  

In keeping with our Invitational Church theme, inviting a friend or coworker to be part of the music  
program would be a great opportunity to reach out to the community and this time of year would be a 
great time to do this.  

Thank you to all who have participated in the music 
ministry during the summer months, especially  
Clyde Walter, Ben Grafe, and Bonnie Gerth.  
I look forward to a wonderful new season this year.  

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Kjel Hanson 

St. Philip Minister of Music               Email: music@stphilipglenview.org     call/text: 319-520-5377 

FALL STAFF REVIEWS 

Request for Feedback 

From the Mutual Ministry Team: 

We are preparing for the annual Fall staff reviews and would appreciate your 
input. Please send in your compliments or constructive feedback regarding 
Pastor Kyle, our Minister of Music, Kjel, and our Parish Administrator, Gemma. We prefer written comments 
and anonymous input will not be considered. Please give or send to any team members – Marzee Eckhoff, 
Bob Blackstone, or Lyle Elliott.  

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 

If you have a 7th or 8th grade child, grandchild, neighbor, or friend who is 

interested in growing in trust of God and affirming their faith through  

Confirmation, please let Pastor Kyle know. 

We have two students, Michael Schick and Logan Bilinski, who are  

currently involved in Confirmation classes and activities this year. Please keep them in your prayers. 



4 

Faith Formation 

GLOW:  GOD’S LOVE ON WEDNESDAYS 

Central to our mission is providing opportunities for our parishioners to be fed by 
the Spirit, which happens through a variety of activities—including worship, study 
of God’s Word, singing, being together as a community, etc. Through these  
opportunities we are nourished and empowered to go out and share God’s love 
with all whom we encounter.  

5:15—6:30 pm  

GLOW FORMATION 

Gather with people 

of all ages for a 

meal, storytelling, 

crafts, games, music, 

and service projects 

to grow as disciples 

6:45—8:00 pm  

GLOW EXPLORATION 

Study a variety of 

biblical passages 

and other topics  

related to living out 

your faith in daily life. 

GLOW EXPLORATION TOPIC: 

 

Sept-Nov As We Worship, So We Believe, So We Live 

GLOW Exploration will pick up at St. Philip again from September 4, with a new 
time of 6:45 - 8 pm until Advent.  

During the Fall, we will journey through the words and actions of the Eucharistic 
Liturgy, pausing to reflect on their meaning in our faith and our lives. We will use 
the ancient practice of lectio divina, as well as engage art and music. Participants 
will be invited to purchase an ELW Hymnal at a discounted price ($15). Please let 
Pastor Kyle know if you would to participate in this study series .  

 

Unit One: Oct 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Unit Two: Jan 8, 15, 22, 29 

Unit Three: Mar 4, 11, 18, Apr 1 

GLOW FORMATION 

UNIT DATES: 
Schedule for Fall: 

Oct 2:  God Loves Us 

Oct 9:  Let Your Light Shine 

Oct 16: No Fear 

Oct 23:  God Loves Everyone 

Oct 30: Building God’s Neighborhood 

Sept 8 — IRA Charitable Distributions/Planned Giving 
and more! Guest Speaker: Greg Severson. CPA 

Come learn about tax-saving options for giving to our  
congregation, as well as the opportunity to ask your  
questions about how to make sure that St. Philip is  
supported for many years to come.  

Sept 22, 29, Oct 6, 13 —  
Half Truths: Everything Happens for A Reason;  
God Helps Those Who Help Themselves;  
God Won’t Give You More Than You Can Handle;  
God Said It, I believe It  

They are simple phrases. They sound Christian—like 
something you might find in the Bible. We’ve all heard 
these words. Maybe we’ve said them. They capture 
some element of truth, yet they miss the point in  
important ways.  

Oct 20, 27, Nov 3, 10 —  
Theology of the Cross: God in Suffering 

At the heart of the Lutheran articulation of the  
Christian faith is the cross. This is where we see God’s 
heart revealed. This is where we find God’s solidarity 
with our suffering. This is where we find hope. 

Dec 1, 8, 15 — Handel’s Messiah 

Part One of Handel’s famous oratorio is about the 
prophecy and birth of the Messiah. Come explore the 
depths of images and biblical words, as well as the 
way it beautifully comes to life through music. 

Join us for Adult Forum at 10:20 am in the  
Fellowship Hall.  

ADULT FORUM TOPICS (Sundays after Worship) 



5 

Fellowship 

BISHOP INSTALLATION 

FELLOWSHIP 

Ladies’ Bunco | Friday, September 13, 7 pm 

Gayle Abrams hosting. Sign up sheet in the hallway. 

What is Bunco? Bunco is a simple dice game that can be picked up very 

quickly. It is a sociable game as you play with different partners and 

move tables. Interested? Sign up and give it a try! 

Coffee Hour Celebrations 

Make sure to sign up to host coffee hour near your birthday or anniversary and 
invite your friends and family to join you for worship and coffee hour! 

Invitation to the Installation of the Rev. Yehiel Curry 

as Bishop of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod 

You are cordially invited to attend the installation 
of the Reverend Yehiel Curry as bishop of the 
Metropolitan Chicago Synod, Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in America. The service will take 
place on Saturday, October 19, 2019, 2 p.m., at 
the Tinley Park Convention Center, 18451  
Convention Center Dr., Tinley Park, IL 60477. 
Your prayers and presence are requested.  
The color of the day is red.  
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Outreach 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

PADS HOMELESS SHELTER 
There are several opportunities to serve PADS throughout the year. We are usually assigned the third  
Monday of the month in October, November, January, March, and April.  We provide food for an  

evening meal and a team from St. Philip serves it at the PADS location 
in Mount Prospect. Look out for sign up sheets or contact the  
Outreach Team for more details. Our first slot this season is on  
October 21. Jen Quinlan is coordinator. 

Throughout the year... 

After our Fall event, Outreach team are continuing Hands of Hope 
throughout the year with a variety of individual service projects both at 
home and out in the field. Look out for more information.  
Pam Blackstone is coordinator. 

Thursday, October 17, 2019 | 2:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

We will be serving St. Philip Sloppy Joes for participating donors! 

Look out for information on how to schedule an appointment. 
We need a minimum number of donors, so all those who qualify 
and are available, please make an appointment!  
Elaine Bilowich is coordinator. 
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Worship 

WORSHIP SERVERS THIS SEASON 

God loves you as you are - your race, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, 
age, socio-economic and employment status, physical and mental ability, political         

affiliation, and religious background -  and so do we! You are welcome here! 

Date 
Comm. 
Assts. 

Asst. 
Min. 

Reader Ushers Greeter Sacristan 
Crucifer/
Acolytes 

Sept. 1 Clyde Pam LuAnn Michael W. 
Bill &  

Sharon 
Gayle A. n/a 

Sept. 8 
(+ Baptism) 

LuAnn 
Michael 

W. 
Katie 

Mimi & 

Ron 
Sharon Nancy n/a 

Sept. 15 
(Holy Cross 
Day) 

Michael S. Melanie Marzee Pam & Bob Steve Gayle A. C: Clyde 

Sept. 22 Pam Gayle A Michael W. 
Bill &  

Sharon 
Maxine Terri n/a 

Sept. 29 Ellen Clyde 
Gemma/

Joe 
Pam & Bob Cynthia Nancy n/a 

Oct. 6 Nancy Gayle A Marzee 
Bill &  

Sharon 
Gayle A. Maxine n/a 

Oct. 13 Don Gayle A Bonnie 
Doug & 
Lynne 

LuAnn Elaine n/a 

Oct. 20 Terri 
Michael 

W. 
Michael W. 

Mimi & 
Ron 

LuAnn Maxine n/a 

Oct. 27 
Reformation 
(robed)  

Clyde Melanie Marzee Pam & Bob Sharon Elaine 

C: Terri 

A: Ellen & 
Joe 

Nov. 3 
All Saints  
(robed)  

Sharon Terri Bonnie 
Doug & 
Lynne 

Cynthia Pam  

C: Clyde 

A: Logan & 
Michael S 

Nov. 10 Melanie LuAnn Michael W. 
Mimi & 

Ron 
Rita Nancy n/a 

Nov. 17 Don Melanie Marzee 
Bill &  

Sharon 
Gayle A. Maxine n/a 

Nov. 24 
Christ the 
King  (robed)  

Ellen Gayle A. Nancy 
Doug & 
Lynne 

LuAnn Elaine 

C: Terri 

A: Joe & 
Ellen  

 Sundays, 9 am   Family Worship with Holy Communion 
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St. Philip Lutheran Church 

1609 Pfingsten Road 

Glenview IL 60025 

Church Leadership and Staff 

Season Due Date for Items 

Advent—

Epiphany 
Nov 15, 2019 

Lent/Easter Feb 2, 2020 

Pentecost I May 15, 2020 

Pentecost II Aug 15, 2020 

Email: info@stphilipglenview.org   Phone: (847) 998-1946  Web: www.stphilipglenview.org 

Pastor 

The Rev. Kyle Severson 

pastorkyle@stphilipglenview.org 

Parish Administrator 

Gemma Batty 

gemma@stphilipglenview.org 

Minister of Music 

Kjel Hanson 

music@stphilipglenview.org 

 

 

Council President 

Steve Parks 

Council VP 

Melanie Chavin 

Council Secretary 

Cris Bartlett 

Treasurer 

Michael Weidemann 

Bookkeeper 

Barb Kot-Mitalo 

Financial Secretary 

Mary Roth 

Team   Team Leader  Council Liaison 

Communication   Gemma Batty  Pastor Kyle Severson 

Faith Formation  Gemma Batty  Pastor Kyle Severson 

Fellowship  Mary Roth  Sharon Holmstrom 

Finance   TBD   TBD 

Mutual Ministry  Marzee Eckhoff  Marzee Eckhoff 

Outreach  Pam Blackstone  Pam Blackstone 

Property  Todd Hartman  Steve Parks 

Stewardship  TBD   Steve Parks 

Worship and Music Melanie Chavin  Melanie Chavin 


