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St. Philip Spirit

Spiritual Life
2020 LENT AND HOLY WEEK
Ash Wednesday begins Lent. This year on Feb.26, it is that solemn day where we confess our sin before
God. The beginning of the forty days of Lent. Starting with Ash Wednesday, we will put away the
celebratory Alleluia. Recently I came across this prayer from Saint Ambrose (d. 397),
Alleluia. Enclose and seal up the word, Alleluia. Let it remain
in the secret of your heart, alleluia, until the appointed time.
You shall say it with great joy when that day comes.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Ash Wednesday, this is the time of the church year we are invited into the discipline of Lent. For
centuries, those disciplines have included fasting, prayer and works of love. In this season of repentance,
recall that fasting might include things like going out to eat less often and then donating in a special
offering what would have been spent on that meal. Another way to fast during Lent might be to give up
going to the movies, or concerts during this time and make a special offering. The point is by not doing
something you might enjoy, spending time and or resources which cause you to reflect on God’s mission of
salvation in the world.
One way that is brought to our attention is by the sign of ashes. At Ash Wednesday worship, ashes may
be received. These are a reminder of our own mortality. We her God’s words to Adam, Remember that you
are dust, and to dust you shall return. The Ashes remind us of God’s judgment and condemnation of sin, our
own frailty, our total reliance on God for life, our need for humility, and of course, repentance. Throughout
the forty days of Lent we will focus on preparing for and then celebrating the mystery of redemption,
deepening our life of faith. Spending more time in devotional Bible readings, or in Luther’s Small
Catechism, and other grace-filled meditations will be helpful.
Prayer, is the second Lenten discipline. At St. Philip, already we have been invited to pray for the Council
as well as the Call Committee. during these months of transition. I also would encourage prayer in the
Glenview community, for Youth Services, those struggling with mental health challenges, those suffering
economically.
Works of love can include simple things like spending time with a senior citizen. Volunteering at a food
pantry, or making donations to St Philip’s Clothing Closet. One person I knew at another congregation sent
handwritten cards to those on the church prayer list. Others cleared neighborhood driveways and sidewalks
for those recovering from surgeries, or otherwise unable to do it for themselves.
In bulletins and emails, look for other ways to act on the discipline of Lent.
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday begins Holy Week. Still in planning
stages as this article is written, look in bulletins and emails for the celebration
of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem to complete the work of our
salvation. It is my prayer that many friends and neighbors will join us in this
week of worship services.
I thank you in advance for your prayers and participation in the forty days
of Lent, as well as the Easter celebration!
See you in church, Pastor Paul
P.S. Please watch for Lenten emails and announcements for more suggestions, as well the midweek
worship schedule as a few of the Lenten services are held jointly with Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
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Interim & Music
INTERIM & TRANSITION
The Five Focus Points
Research has identified five "Focus Points" that need to be addressed by all congregations in transition. The
research is not unique to Lutheranism or even to Christianity. This research has been applied to Jewish
congregations going through a transition to a new rabbi. Modified versions have been applied to secular
searches for new leadership. ELCA congregations in pastoral transitions work intentionally on these Five Focus
Points under the leadership of trained Interim Pastors.
These Five Focus Points were developed by the Center for Congregational Health and are not new in the ELCA.
Predecessor church bodies including the ALC and LCA encouraged congregations to undertake similar tasks at a
time of pastoral transition, often referred to by terms such as a "Congregational Self-Study."
There is much value of trained pastoral leadership for a congregation going through this process. The
transitional process comes at a highly-charged emotional time for a congregation, when it is reacting to the loss
of its previous pastor. It is often difficult for a congregation to accomplish such a Congregational Self-Study on
its own, without an on- site leader. It is preferred that an on-site Pastor be someone who has received
specialized training in the emotional dynamics and requirements of a pastoral leadership transition. A person
who has completed such specialized training is called an Interim Pastor.
The Five Focus Points
In the latest edition of its training manual, Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry: The Work of the
Congregation, the Interim Ministry Network provides the following explanation of the Five Focus Points (p. A:3).

1
2
3
4
5

Heritage: reviewing how the congregation has been shaped and formed.
The congregation's heritage, both corporate and individual, is the foundation upon which the present
rests. Paying attention to heritage means encouraging and hearing all of the stories about the
congregation's past, and embracing the rich variety that makes up this particular congregation.
Leadership: reviewing the membership needs and its ways of organizing and developing new and
effective leadership.
Transition time provides opportunity for individuals and the congregational organizations to examine
the types of leadership needed. New leaders will emerge, while some seasoned leaders may
re-commit or may decide to step back or refocus their gifts.
Mission: defining and redefining sense of purpose and direction.
The primary work in this area involves clarifying the faith community's identity and core values,
working to develop mission and vision statements, and perhaps even working out short-term tactical
plans.
Connections: discovering all the relationships a faith community builds outside of itself. Sometimes
congregational life is so busy that congregations and their leadership forget to attend to their
connections both to their denomination and to the network of communities around them. Transition
is an appropriate time to re-assess old links and to consider new ones.
Future: developing congregational and pastoral profiles.
Focusing on the future requires a healthy and honest assessment of the other focus points so that the
congregation can turn its energy toward proactive decision-making for the future.

From: Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA page 38
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Adult Forum

Faith Formation
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020
August 3 –7, 8:30—11:30 am

Calling all those interested in VBS! We are gathering our VBS 2020 Crew we need every helper we can get this year, so whether you are VBS Crew
veterans or are new to this mission, we urge you to come and find out more
after worship on March 8. Look for more details in the weekly updates.

How can you become involved in VBS 2020?
Volunteer: We need helpers at stations, crew leaders, decorators, etc.
Publicize: We need people to put up posters, be at the farmer’s market,
invite friends, neighbors, and family.
Donate: This is still one of our biggest outreach projects in our community
—providing every family with the opportunity to get to know more about
our God. We need sponsorship and resources. It costs about $30 per child for the week. Think about how
many children you would like to sponsor. Maybe the company you work for may like to donate? Help raise
funds at our Bake Sale on May 3rd. There will also be a list of items we will need, so look out for the list.
Pray: Start praying for us now!

GLOW: God’s Love On Wednesdays

ADULT FORUM

5:15—6:00 pm
GLOW FORMATION
Gather with people of all ages for a
meal, storytelling, crafts, games, music,
and service projects to grow as disciples.

GLOW FORMATION
UNIT TWO:

6:45—7:15 pm
GLOW WORSHIP
Holden’s Evening Prayer

Themes
Mar 4

God so loved the world

Mar 11: Living water
Mar 18: Spiritual blindness
Mar 25: Spring Break—off
April 1: Humble servant

Time of song, prayer, and reflection.

7:30—8:30 pm
GLOW EXPLORATION
Study a variety of biblical passages and
other topics related to living out your
faith in daily life.

Sundays at 10:20am!
Tentative Schedule:
Mar 1—What is the Auction all
about?
Mar 8—What is VBS?
Mar 15—Meetings Sunday
Mar 22 & 29—No Forum
Apr 5—No Forum (Palm Sunday)
Apr 12—Kid’s Easter Egg Hunt
Apr 26—Kathy Tschaen from
Mary Lou’s Place
May 3—VBS Bake Sale
May 10—Mother’s Day

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible Study: Wednesdays, 9 am | Men’s Bible Study: Wednesdays, 10:30 am
We study the upcoming readings for our Sunday worship service so that we can hear them with greater depth.
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Outreach & Fellowship
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES
PADS HOMELESS SHELTER
There are several opportunities to serve PADS throughout the
year. We provide food for an evening meal and a team from
St. Philip serves it at the PADS location in Mount Prospect. Look
out for sign up sheets or contact the Outreach Team for more
details. We will be serving at PADS on March 9 and April 13.

FELLOWSHIP : All are welcome!

LADIES BUNCO
Friday, March 13, 7 pm.
Gayle A & Gayle E hosting.
Sign up sheet is posted in hallway.
New players welcome. $10 to play.

Wednesdays in Lent at 6 pm
LUNCH BUNCH
Next Lunch March 19
7:30 am

12 pm @ Szechuan North
Sign up in Hallway

Our next Fellowship event is a Chocolate Party.
It will be at Morkes Chocolates, 1890 N Rand Road, Palatine
on Saturday March 28 at 3-4:30 pm. Cost is $20.00
The party will include 45 minutes of making a chocolate pizza, molded
chocolate, and chocolate covered pretzels. The next 45 minutes will be
party time to eat what we have made! You may also bring any drinks or
snacks of your own to the party time. Look out for a sign up sheet in the
hallway. Any questions, contact Paula Parks.

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING AUCTION

Sunday, April 26, 2020 at 6:00 pm
Please join us on Sunday, April 26, 2020 at 6 pm for our Annual
Fundraising Auction as we celebrate St. Philip’s passion for
caring for people in our neighborhoods. More than 120 local
businesses have been invited to join St. Philip in serving people
in our community.
This year’s auction promises to have something for everyone
including themed auction parties, casual and fine dining certificates, hotel
and theatre packages, gift baskets, beer tastings, golf outings, movie tickets and much more! So be sure to
bring your friends, family and neighbors and let’s make 2020 our BEST auction ever.
Please contact Gayle Elliott with any questions or come to our Auction Adult Forum on March 1 after worship.
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Worship
Sundays - 9 am:

Family Worship with Holy Communion

Wednesdays (March 4—April 1)- 6:45 pm: Lenten Midweek Worship (Holden’s Evening Prayer)
Ash Wednesday:

7 pm @ Holy Trinity

Palm/Passion Sunday:

9 am @ St. Philip

Maundy Thursday:

7 pm @ Holy Trinity

Good Friday:

7 pm @ St. Philip

Easter Sunday:

7:30 am Breakfast

9 am Worship

10 am Kids Egg Hunt

WORSHIP SERVERS THIS SEASON
Date

Comm.
Asst.

Sacristan

February 26

Assisting
Minister

Reader

Ushers

Greeter

Crucifer

Worship at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 7 pm

Ash Wednesday

March 1

Don

Nancy

Michael

Bonnie

Doug &
Lynne

Steve

N/A

March 8

Melanie

Pam

Gayle A.

Jen

Gayle E.
& Lyle

LuAnn

N/A

March 15

Ellen B.

Elaine

Terri

Nancy

Pam &
Bob

Rita

N/A

March 22

Gayle A.

Nancy

LuAnn

Marzee

Mimi &
Ron

Cynthia

N/A

March 29

LuAnn

Pam

Michael W.

Jen

Gayle &
Lyle

LuAnn

N/A

April 5

ROBES

ROBES

ROBES

Palm Sunday

Sharon

Elaine

Melanie

Katie

Doug &
Lynne

Rita

N/A

April 9, 7 pm

Worship at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 7 pm

Maundy Thursday

April 10
Good Friday

April 12
Easter Sunday

N/A

N/A

LuAnn

ROBES

ROBES

ROBES

Melanie

Nancy

Terri

Pr. Paul

Sharon
& Bill

Ron &
Mimi

N/A

Bonnie

Pam &
Bob

LuAnn

Melanie

If you would like to serve during worship during our next season, please let Melanie Chavin know.
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Music & Retreat
FROM THE MINISTER OF MUSIC
The seasons of Lent and Easter are approaching and now would be a great opportunity to become part of
the Music Ministry at St. Philip. Here are several ways to participate in the Music Ministry at St. Philip:
Sing in Choir: Even if you can’t attend every practice or every Sunday, that’s alright. We would love to have
you sing with us whenever it is possible for you to be there. In addition to Sunday mornings the choir will be
singing on Ash Wednesday, February 26 at Holy Trinity; and Good Friday, April 10 at St. Philip, and of course,
Easter Sunday, April 12.
For the Easter Service I would like to have a larger choir perform. Just like with the Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service this past fall I would like to invite anyone to come to practice right after the worship service on
March 29 and April 5 to rehearse a piece that we will sing on Easter Sunday. Anyone is welcome to join us for
these rehearsals. This would be a great time to sing praises to the risen Lord.
Sing or play a solo during worship, or be part of an ensemble or smaller group: There will be a brass group
on Easter Sunday if you have any interest in being part of that please let me know.
Organ and piano duet: Can you play a duet or enhance hymns with descants? Or just play along with the
organ during the hymns? If so you are invited to come and join me and play along.
Summer worship: During the summer months the choir takes time off to recharge for the upcoming year.
Because of this, there is a great opportunity for anyone who plays an instrument, or sings to enhance the
worship services. Either individuals or small groups would be welcomed.
Praise Band: This summer once again the praise band will play during the services on selected Sundays,
schedule to come. We welcome singers and instrumentalists.
If you have any interest in participating in any musical activities, please contact me.
Soli Deo Gloria,
Kjel Hanson, Minister of Music

WOMEN’S RETREAT
LADIES! Treat yourselves to a relaxing and fun event!
You are invited to Wonderfull World Women's Retreat
at St. Philip Lutheran Church (It's like VBS for women!)
Come journey with us through the 7 continents, with worship,
bible study, small group discussion, games, refreshments,
service opportunity, and more.
It is a 2-part event:: Fri. May 8, 7-9 pm
and Sat. May 9, 10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Fee: $40 (This includes participant kit, snacks, drinks, and lunch)
Registration is open Now through April 1.
(Financial assistance is available) Look out for more details.
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St. Philip Lutheran Church
1609 Pfingsten Road
Glenview IL 60025

Church Leadership and Staff
Email: info@stphilipglenview.org
Pastor
Rev. Paul Kopka
info@stphilipglenview.org
Council President
Steve Parks

Phone: (847) 998-1946

Web: www.stphilipglenview.org

Parish Administrator
Gemma Batty
gemma@stphilipglenview.org

Council VP
Pam Blackstone

Council Secretary
Cris Bartlett

Minister of Music
Kjel Hanson
music@stphilipglenview.org

Treasurer
Bookkeeper
Michael Weidemann Barb Kot-Mitalo

Team

Team Leader

Council Liaison

Communication

Gemma Batty

Cris Bartlett

Faith Formation

Gemma Batty

Gayle Abrams

Fellowship

Mary Roth

Sharon Holmstrom

Finance

TBD

Michael Weidemann

Mutual Ministry

Marzee Eckhoff

Marzee Eckhoff

Outreach

Pam Blackstone

Pam Blackstone

Property

Todd Hartman

Steve Parks

Worship and Music

Melanie Chavin

Steve Parks
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Financial Secretary
Mary Roth

Season

Due Date for Items

Pentecost I

May 15, 2020

Pentecost II

Aug 15, 2020

Advent/
Christmas/

Nov 15, 2020

