
 

Page | 1  

Website: www.sharda.info e-Mail: ssm.sharda.edu@gmail.com Call us: 8650186504, 9719003799) 

 
S.S.M. Sharda Educations Pvt. Ltd. 
(An Institute for IAS and other Civil Services Exams Preparation) 

(Website: www.sharda.info e-Mail: ssm.sharda.edu@gmail.com Call us: 8650186504, 9719003799)   

                         Daily News Analysis 
[28

th
 February 2020] 

 

 

Inaccurate, says India as criticism mounts 

 The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA): 

i. Condemned widespread international criticism of the Delhi 

violence as “misleading and inaccurate.”  

ii. Urged various leaders in the U.S., media, and international 

organisations not to make “irresponsible comments at a 

sensitive time” for India.  

   

                                                                                                     

 

Background: 

 On February 27, 2020 the government faced statements from the U.S. Commission for International 

Religious Freedom (USCIRF), several Democrat and Republican leaders in addition to the House 

Foreign Affairs Committee, the Organisation for Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on the communal violence since 

February 24 that has left at least 38 people dead. 

India’s stand: 

 These [statements] are factually inaccurate and misleading, and appear to be aimed at politicising the 

issue.  

 India’s law enforcement agencies are working to prevent violence and ensure restoration of confidence 

and normalcy.  
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 All measures have been taken and peace and normalcy have been restored in the affected areas in 

Delhi. 

 Prime Minister has publicly appealed for peace and brotherhood. 

 Peaceful protests and demonstrations are part of India’s democratic traditions, but violence is not 

 

India gets invite for U.S.-Taliban deal event 

 India has been invited to witness the ceremony to seal the peace deal 

between the U.S. and Taliban in Qatari capital Doha on February 29, 2020. 

India’s stand: 

1. A peace negotiation should be “Afghan-owned, Afghan-led and 

Afghan-controlled.”  

2. A participation from the Afghan government in the ceremony will 

indicate that the U.S.-Taliban deal will ultimately take an inclusive 

turn.  

3. India will take a call about sending a delegation for the ceremony if President Ghani sends a delegation 

to Doha.  

 

NOTE 

1. A six-member Afghan delegation left Kabul on February 27, 2020 for Doha to conduct negotiations about 

the release of 5,000 Taliban fighters who are in the custody of the Afghanistan government.  

2. This issue is part of the draft peace agreement, and Kabul is expected to deal with this soon after the U.S.-

Taliban deal is signed on February 29, 2020. 

3. It is understood that the same six-member delegation will represent the government of President Ghani in 

the ceremony and begin the intra-Afghan negotiations.       
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India cautions Turkey for its remarks 

 India asked Pakistan’s close ally, Turkey, to refrain from 

commenting on the internal affairs of the country and also 

cautioned Ankara against encouraging cross-border terrorism. 

Background: 

 India’s reaction came after Turkish President Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan criticised the country after communal riots in Delhi 

left at least 38 people dead.  

 

NOTE 

1. Pakistan raised concerns over human rights in J&K at the 43rd session of the Human Rights Council. 

2. First Secretary at India’s Permanent Mission Vimarsh Aryan [exercised the right of reply]: 

i. I can but only advise Turkey to refrain from commenting on the internal affairs of India and develop 

a better understanding of the democratic practices. 

ii. I also caution them not to encourage cross-border terrorism,” he said. 
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BJP cornered 78% of donations to parties 

 The BJP received three times more donations over ₹20,000 than all other national political parties combined 

in 2018-19, according to an analysis by the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) of the submissions 

made by the parties before the Election Commission (EC). 

 The recognised national political parties were supposed to submit details of all contributions over ₹20,000 

received by September 30, 2019. 

 Recognised national political parties 

1. BJP 

2. Congress 

3. Trinamool Congress 

4. Communist Party of India 

5. Communist Part of India (Marxist) 

6. Nationalist Congress Party 

7. Bahujan Samaj Party 

Criteria required to be recognised as a national political party in India: 

1. The party wins 2% of seats in the Lok Sabha (11 seats) from at least 3 different States. 

2. At a General Election to Lok Sabha or Legislative Assembly, the party polls 6% of votes in four States 

and in addition it wins 4 Lok Sabha seats. 

3. A party gets recognition as a state party in four states. 
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War of words over HC judge’s transfer 

 The notification of the Law Ministry transferring Justice S. Muralidhar from the Delhi High Court to the 

Punjab and Haryana High Court triggered a political war of words between the Union government and the 

Congress. 

 The principal Opposition party alleged that the government’s move was aimed at saving Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) leaders since it came barely hours after a Bench comprising Justice Muralidhar and Justice 

Talwant Singh came down heavily on the Delhi police for not registering FIRs against BJP leaders. 

Transfer of a judge from one High Court to another: 

 Article 222 of the Indian Constitution: 

i. The President may, after consultation with the Chief Justice of India, transfer a Judge from 

one High Court to any other High Court. 

ii. When a Judge has been or is so transferred, he shall, during the period he serves, after the 

commencement of the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 1963, as a Judge of the other 

High Court, be entitled to receive in addition to his salary such compensatory allowance as may 

be determined by Parliament by law and, until so determined, such compensatory allowance as 

the President may by order fix. 
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U.K. threatens to pull out of EU trade talks 

 Britain put the prospect of a chaotic Brexit back on the table as 

it set out its red lines for trade talks with the European Union. 

 In its mandate for the negotiations that will start on March 2, 

2020 Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s government rebuffed EU 

demands for common trading standards and continued fishing 

rights. 

 And it warned it could walk away from the talks if a “broad 

outline” of a deal is not agreed by a meeting planned for June. 

 This would see Britain’s currently seamless trading arrangements with the EU, forged over half a century, 

abruptly end after a post-Brexit transition period expires in December. 

 

Britain’s stand: 

 Britain wants the best possible trading relationship with the EU, but in a pursuit of a deal, she will not 

trade away her sovereignty. 

 She wants a free trade agreement similar to the EU’s deal with Canada, set alongside separate 

agreements on issues such as fishing, energy and aviation. 

 

EU’s concerns: 

 Britain’s geographical proximity and existing close ties make it a different case, and Brussels fears it 

could gain an uncompetitive advantage by relaxing costly environmental and labour laws. 

 It says Britain must mirror EU standards if it wants to continue freely trading goods with the bloc’s huge 

single market. 

 Brussels also wants its state aid rules to apply in the U.K. — something London rejects. 

 

NOTE 

 Britain left the EU on January 31, 2020 but both sides agreed to a standstill transition period lasting until 

December 31 to allow time to strike a new partnership. 
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U.P. pollution control body pulled up for Ganga’s plight 

 The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has 

pulled up the Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board 

(UPPCB) for its inability to prevent drains in 

Kanpur from polluting the Ganga. 

o Some of these drains were tapped under 

cleaning works under the Namami Ganga 

Programme.  

 

Background 

 The CPCB and the UPPCB had been jointly monitoring 24 drains since March 2019.   

i. Two in Unnao 

ii. 22 in Kanpur  

 Drains that revealed “high colour” from chemical effluents or Biochemical Oxygen Demand and 

Dissolved Oxygen — an indicator of microbial presence — were to be cleaned and errant municipal 

bodies or industrial units were to be fined or face shutdowns. 

 Over a thousand industries, including sugarcane, pulp and paper and tanneries, and slaughter houses had 

been marked out and monitored for effluent load. 

According to CPCB’s inspection note: 

i. During the inspection, tapping arrangement was found to be ineffective and overflow was observed 

reaching directly to the Ganga. 

ii. High total chrome [content] was observed in the wastewater of the drain which indicates discharge of 

untreated, chrome-bearing wastewater from tannery units located in Jajmau area of Kanpur. 

NOTE 

i. Kanpur contributes the highest pollution load among all of the cities of Uttar Pradesh, which itself accounts 

for 75% of the pollution load in the Ganga.  

ii. Consequently, the city has been allotted about ₹1,000 crore — more than any other city — under the 

₹20,000 crore-plus programme. 

iii. Namami Gange Programme: 
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a) It is an Integrated Conservation Mission, approved as 'Flagship Programme' by the Union 

Government in June 2014. 

b) Budget outlay = Rs. 20,000 Crore. 

c) To accomplish the twin objectives: 

 Effective abatement of pollution 

 Conservation and rejuvenation of National River Ganga. 
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