Our Opportunity

Your Prayerful Participation

To continue this work and keep pace with The
United Methodist Church’s growth in the Central Conferences, a long-term solution is required.

This project requires a minimum of
$25,000,000. Philanthropic support from
across the denomination is critical to create
this sustainable funding source.

The most cost-effective and sustainable method
for strengthening theological education in the
Central Conferences is an endowment fund.

Providing education to the future leaders of
our Church and society is absolutely critical to the future of The United Methodist
Church.

The Endowment Fund for Theological
Education in the Central Conferences
(EndowF-TECC), will support:
•
•
•
•

•

Theological education of local pastors
and candidates for ordained ministry
Continuing theological education of 		
clergy
Scholarships for theological education on
all levels including postgraduate studies
Development of infrastructure for
theological education such as literature
and other resource material, libraries,
networking among institutions, 		
exchange of professors, and more
Promotion of new promising avenues in
theological education

The fund will honor local support and encourage what leads to sustainable development of
theological education in The United Methodist
Church.

How you can help ...

A PROJECT TO SUPPORT LEADERS OF
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Endowment Fund for Theological Education
in the Central Conferences

First, please pray for the success of our
effort to strengthen theological education in
the Central Conferences.
Second, make your pledge to support the
campaign.
Third, volunteer your time to invite others
to participate and help make the campaign a
success.
For more information about
EndowF-TECC, please contact:
Kim Nemire
Senior Project Manager
(646)621-6968
www.endowftecc.org
EndowF-TECC
1 Music Circle North
Nashville, TN 37203
(615) 369-2382

Forming Trusted Community Leaders
in the Central Conferences
“A wise man will hear and increase
in learning, and a man of understanding
will acquire wise counsel”
Proverbs 1:5 (NASB)

Leaders in a Worldwide Church
The mission of The United Methodist Church
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of
the world. Living out “The world is my parish”
this mission is not
John Wesley
possible without the
tens of thousands
of clergy who have dedicated their lives to the
Church. They provide the link to our 12 million
members, equipping them to live out God’s
mission in the world.

Clergy in these areas have tremendous responsibilities, but barriers make it challenging for
them to receive adequate theological education.
Barriers include:
•
Seminaries are too far away or too
expensive
•
Seminaries struggle to find well trained
professors and to offer library resources
in needed languages
•
Courses of Study for initial and
continuing education need to be
developed
•
Scholarships are needed for initial and
post-graduate studies

In order to minister effectively through local
churches to the community, our clergy must be Finding Solutions
provided with the necessary tools and resources
through education in the Wesleyan tradition.
A short-term solution was approved at 2012
General Conference, resulting in The Commission on Central Conference Theological EduTheological Education in the
cation Fund. Projects supported by the Fund
Central Conferences
illustrate both the need and impact of supporting theological education in the Central ConNowhere is the need for theological education
ferences.
or the potential for
12,000 clergy
making an impact
In Nigeria, Banyam Theological Seminary
5 million members
greater than in the
received funds for solar electricity. This has
In the Central Conferences
regions where our
improved the learning culture in the school and
Church is growing
prevented snake bites to the staff and students
rapidly - the Central Conferences.
on campus at night because the light scares the
snakes away.

“I used to read for only one or two hours at
night, but now, with 24-hour solar energy, I
can read as long as I wish. After the installtion
of the solar system, I became an ‘A’ grader.”
-Pastor Wala Zubairu, student

The Philippines Central Conference used funds
to develop online courses, purchase computers,
assist radio ministry anchored by student pastors, furnish scholarships for continuing education and provide e-readers with theological
texts to student pastors in areas where printed
material is scarce.
The Methodist e-Academy for all of Europe is a
proven model that could be duplicated throughout the Central ConferThe UMC in Europe:
ences. Innovating in its
30 countries
approach, it builds on the
35 languages
potential of Methodist-re4 seminaries
lated Theological Schools,
and uses internet based
courses together with intensive block seminars
where students meet from all over Europe.

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”
Matthew 28:19 (CEB)

Trifold insert: New Avenues

Forming Trusted Community
Leaders: NEW AVENUES IN
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
In the central conferences, we have a unique
opportunity to innovate our approach to
theological education. Partially out of necessity
due to financial, geographic and language
barriers,
and
partially
because
new
technologies exist, new models can be designed
and implemented to offer solutions in regions
where gaining a theological education currently
is a major hardship.

Funding for New Avenues in Theological
Education will promote new and innovative
avenues of theological education, including the
use of digital technology for resource materials,
programs and for building human capacity.
Much like the highly successful Methodist eAcademy for all Methodist churches in Europe,
opportunities exist to build upon current
strengths to network among seminaries, build
up and utilize the Global Digital Library, provide
rich e-learning possibilities, and use e-readers
in remote areas.
Impact: each year, $350,000 or more will be
available for new innovations.

To meet this need, a minimum of $7,000,000
will be raised through the Endow F-TECC
campaign.
Please see the reverse for examples of New
Avenues in Theological Education.

Examples of New Avenues in
Theological Education
Methodist e-Academy: The Methodist eAcademy was formed in 2007 to respond to the
need to build up a Methodist theological ethos
in many European countries where no United
Methodist seminary exists. It offers an
exceptional opportunity for students to study
under faculty persons drawn from Methodist
institutions and churches across Europe who
are experts in their field. It also gives students
the opportunity to interact both electronically
and personally with students from other
countries. The e-Academy has resulted in 24
new graduates from the three-year program
since its inception. These students were from
11 different countries and are now serving as
pastors or District Superintendents.

Methodist and Wesleyan Studies on the
Global Digital Library: The Global Digital
Library on Theology and Ecumenism is a
multilingual online library offering access free
of charge to full-text articles, journals, books
and other resources. The Methodist and
Wesleyan Studies section can be accessed at
www.methodist-studies.org.
E-Readers: E-Readers reduce costs of
textbooks and bring a library of texts to
students who may otherwise not have access to
important resources.
For more information, please visit:
www.endowftecc.org

Trifold insert: Scholarships

Forming Trusted Community
Leaders: SCHOLARSHIPS
Whether attending on-site or through online
programs, financial support is often the
deciding factor for enabling churches in the
central conferences to send gifted candidates
for theological studies. Through Endow F-TECC,
scholarships will be provided for on-site and
online training for all levels of theological
education including basic, graduate and postgraduate theological education. Preference will
be given to persons in courses of study for local
pastors, persons training for ordained ministry
and persons in post-graduate studies.
Impact: each year, $600,000 or more will be
available for scholarships, equivalent to:




150 on-site or online scholarships at
$4,000 each, or
300 continuing education scholarships
at $2,000 each, or
600 travel scholarships to attend block
seminars at $1,000 each

An analysis will be conducted to determine the
proper
number
and
combination
of
scholarships above, and will be adjusted as
necessary.
To meet this need, a minimum of $12,000,000
will be raised through the Endow F-TECC
campaign. Opportunities to name a scholarship
in honor or memory of someone are available.
Please see the reverse for an example of the
impact of scholarships.

Ivana Prochazkova of the Czech
Republic: doing God’s work in a
secular country
Having grown up in the
most secularized country of
Europe, Ivana Prochazkova
did not begin attending
church until 1992.
She
became a believer and was
baptized in 1993. One year
later she decided to study theology. She was
ordained an elder in 2001 and currently serves
at a United Methodist Church in Prague.
Ivana is an inspiring example of how the
investment in theological education bears
multiple fruit with regard to the principles of
teaching. She successfully developed and
implemented theological courses for laity using
resources from the Methodist E-Academy,
which combines distance learning and on-site
seminars.
She also, together with
others, developed the content
for the course With Children
on the Journey of Faith that
has an impact far beyond the
UMC in the Czech Republic and will help in
shaping a new generation of Christians.

For more information, please visit:
www.endowftecc.org
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Forming Trusted Community
Leaders: HUMAN CAPACITY
Identifying, training, supporting and providing
continuing education for our faculty are critical
activities in our effort to enhance theological
education in the central conferences.

Through Endow F-TECC, funding will be
available to build human capacity to deliver
theological education, including faculty
development, exchange of faculty, and
associations of theological schools.

Programs will facilitate sharing of best practices
among faculty across the globe, and may include
fellowship programs, speakers’ series and other
opportunities to bring faculty together for
continuing education and sharing of ideas.

Impact: each year, $150,000 or more will be
available for human capacity.

To meet this need, a minimum of $3,000,000
will be raised through the Endow F-TECC
campaign.

For more information, please visit:
www.endowftecc.org

Forming Trusted Community
Leaders: RESOURCE MATERIAL
Resource material, translated to the
appropriate language, is a critical need in the
central conferences.

Students in the central conferences often must
travel to a different country and learn a new
language in order to receive a United Methodist
theological education. Seminaries struggle to
fully equip their libraries with the necessary
texts, and often need translated materials in
order to fully serve their student population.
Additionally,
locally
relevant
resource
materials and continuing education resources
are needed.
Through Endow F-TECC, funds will be available
for:
 Development of literature and other
resource material
 Translation of literature and other
resource material
 Libraries
 Continuing education resources
Impact: each year, $150,000 or more will be
available for resource materials.

To meet this need, a minimum of $3,000,000 will
be raised through the Endow F-TECC campaign.

For more information, please visit:
www.endowftecc.org

