
1 
 

Minutes of Woolfardisworthy Parish Council held on the 
17th July 2018, 7.00pm at Bucks Cross Village Hall 

 
1.0  Attendance 
Cllrs Hamilton, Spittles, Hill, Medd and Heywood 

District Cllr Julian 

Member of the public 

2.0  Apologies 
Cllr Ashworth 
 
3.0  Public Comment Session 
 
Presentation by Jack Jackson, CEO of Launceston Multi-Academy Trust – The Future of Route 39 

Launceston’s involvement to date 

Mr Jackson gave an overview of Launceston Multi-Academy Trust and their involvement with Bideford 

College when they were put into special measures. 

 The Regional School Commission approved Launceston as the preferred sponsor for Route 39 in 

February 2018.  At this time, Lynsey Slater was made acting Principal. This will be permanent from 

September onwards, with Route 39 changing its name to Atlantic Academy.  It was noted that the school 

will not formally become part of the multi academy trust until September 2018. 

 

 The school is based at Steart Farm, with the new build in its final stages of completion. 

 

 There are 154 young people currently enrolled at the school. 

 

 Devon County Council forecast that there will be a need for two additional primary schools in the 

Bideford area before 2030, in addition to the one, which has planning permission on the old Grenville 

site.  Secondary schools are filling up, and the demographics suggested that there would be a need for 

another secondary school. 

 

 The cost of the school will be close to £30 million. 

 

Questions 

 What support measures have been put in place to help children who have been failed by Route 39? 

o Part of the reason why OSTED placed Rote 39 into special measures was due children not being 

entered for their GCSE’s and consequently being kept back a year.   With additional resources and 

hard work provided by Launceston College and Bideford College, all children in Years 11 and 12, 

have completed their exams this summer.  Adequate support will be provided from September 

onwards. 

 

 The founding governors had previously stated that the Launceston Multi-Academy Trust were the last 

resort, why was this? 

o This was unknown, but perhaps perceptions were that the Trust was a traditional school. 
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 Concerns raised prior to the build included the situation with the fog, lack of sporting facilities, parking 

issues, as well as the dangers with a 60mph road.  What will you do when school finishes later in the day, 

in terms of managing the safety of the children after school hours? 

 

 If the school does not attract/retain the numbers required within the next five years, has central 

government guaranteed that there will be no penalties on local tax payers? 

o There will be no additional funding available to the school beyond the current year five.  Finance 

liability and risks will be managed by the Multi-Academy Trust (MAT). Mr Jackson stated that the 

numbers have been reduced from 600/700 to 300, 60 children per year group.  There will be no 

financial penalties passed onto the tax payers.  

 

 Due to the animosity and history of Route, there will be an issue in terms of attracting children from 

primary schools such as Hartland, Woolsery and Parkham.  Therefore the catchment area will have to be 

wider and into the Bideford area.  

o As stated above statistics show that there is a need for another school in the Bideford area.  The 

biggest aspiration is that it becomes a school for the whole community.  

 

 Will there be similarities between Bideford College and Route 39? 

o Common factors across the schools will be: 

 Principle based organisations 

 No one has the right to take away someone’s right to learn 

 Say what we do and do what we say 

 Driven by teaching and learning, getting the teaching right first. 

  

Key difference for the future 

 From the 1st September the name will change to Atlantic Academy. 

 The school was built for 600-700 pupils, which included a 6th form.  This has now been revised and a 

reduction in numbers to 300, with no plans for a 6th form for the foreseeable future.   

 The curriculum will not be as broad, however depending on subject interested; teachers can be used 

from other schools. 

 

Questions 

 Will Route 39 be a school which caters for those only excluded from main stream school? 

o Categorically No, the school will cater for all children, with expected behaviours and profiles to be 

the same as any other school. 

 

 Next year there will be no GCSE Drama at Bideford College.  Will Bideford College become more academic?  

o If children do not opt for courses, then unfortunately they are dropped.  There are facilities at 

Bideford College to run drama; however it is down to numbers. 

o The Academy Trust will not be targeting vocational courses at Route 39 and non-vocational 

courses at Bideford College. 
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 Mr Jackson stated that long term strategies could include cross learning between the schools.  For 

example; if there were students who wanted to learn Latin at Route 39, but it was available at Bideford 

College, there could be options for additional learning at Bideford College, and Vice Versa. 

 

 At present my son goes to Bideford College, which has its own identity.  He does not want to be part of 

Route 39. Other Bideford College parents may also feel uncomfortable being linked to Route 39 Academy.  

o The links between Bideford College and Launceston College are predominately staffing levels, and 

this will mostly be the same with Route 39 / Atlantic Academy and Bideford College. There may 

be the possibility of some vocational courses being shared between the schools, due to smaller 

cohorts and costs.  It is highly unlikely that movement across the two schools will take place for 

GCSE courses. 

 

 Will the facility at Clovelly Village Hall, go back to being a Village Hall? 

o Yes 

 

 The founding governors and first principal went out of their way to alienate local residents and creating ill 

feeling.  What are you plans to restore the status between the school and residents? 

o The first stage was to come and talk to residents at a Parish Council meeting. 

o Residents are more than welcome to come and look around the School. 

o There will be an event before Christmas  to which residents will be invited. 

o At present there is an interim governing body provided by the MAT.  From September, a local 

governing body will be established.  If anyone is interested in becoming a governor they should 

get in touch. 

 

 Will any of the original governors be on the new local governing body? 

o There are none on the interim governing body or the MAT board.  Parents can put themselves 

forward as a parent-governor. 

 

 Is there such a thing as a catchment area? How will you reassure parents that they have a choice? 

o A Devon County Council designated school area exists on their website. Longer term it envisaged 

that the catchment area will be the Hartland Peninsula area. However, there should be a choice 

for all parents. 

 

 How will you address sports at Atlantic Academy? 

o There is a sports hall, football pitch and playground at the new site. It is hoped that the sports 

hall, drama hall and dining room will be also used as community venues.  It is acknowledged that 

Atlantic Academy will not have the level of sports facilities available at Bideford College. 

 

 What are the numbers for September 

o There are 154 at present, with 30 students leaving and another 44 due to start in September, 

plus some entering other year groups. 

 

 There is no fencing around the lower half of the school, how do you purpose to keep the children in and 

members of the public out?   

o Safeguarding children is key, both on and off site. It will be a bigger challenge as the school has 

an open site but can be managed. Introduction of prickly hedging??? 
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 Is there room for coaches to pull in off the A39? 

o Yes – Coaches will drop off students on site.  A message has been sent out to all parents, stating 

that children must also be dropped off on site.  They do not want anyone being dropped off on 

the old Bucks Cross road and crossing the main A39 road.  Evening pick-up will also be on site. 

 

 How will you keep students onsite during break times?  

o This will be managed, however if students are seen off site, residents can report to the school. 

Any concerns should be addressed to Lynsey Slater, residents’ are also welcome to come and have a 

discussion with the School. 

Action:  Any additional questions will be emailed to Jack Jackson and report back to the community via Sallie 

Salvidant.  

 

Other public comments 

o Various potholes within the Parish. 

 

o It was noted that there is a lot of surface grit on roads in places.  This is where the road has been 

surfaced dressed with loose chippings. It was thought that these had been left due to the hot weather. 

 

o The developers at the Farmers Arms have been leaving the gate open, which encroaches into the main 

road, as you turn left at the Farmers Arms. Action:  Cllr Hamilton to raise the issue with the developers. 

 

4.0 Declarations of Personal / Prejudicial interest for items on the agenda 

None 

 

5.0 Minutes of the previous meeting to be approved and signed as a true and accurate record 

The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

6.0 Clerk’s Report 

a) HMRC 20% Tax – Digital payments, authorisation of debit card –The Clerk has liaised with Natwest, 

who are able to establish online banking.  Action:  All Cllrs to sign the Natwest Banking Form at the next 

meeting. 

 

b) Devon & Cornwall Constabulary – Merge with Dorset Police, survey open until 27th August 2018. 

 

c) TDC Licensing Act 2003 – Consultation on a statement of licence policy – Opens until 2nd October 

2018. 
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7.0 Route 39 Academy Road Layout and Travel Plan Update 

Following the letter sent to Highways, TDC & DCC, a response was received from Matthew Collins (Highways) 

and Sean Kearney (Torridge District Council). 

Cllr Hamilton read the response from Matthew Collins.  It was agreed to ask Parkham Parish Council to join 

Woolsery Parish Council  in sending a joint written response requesting that the lighting off be turned off 

between the hours of 9pm and 6am. 

 

8.0 Planning 

1/0658/2018/FUL – Agricultural Implement Shed, South Park, Bucks Cross.  The Parish Council raised no 

objections. 

1/0670/2018/FUL – Conversion and extension of outbuilding for live work unit (resubmission of 

1/1213/2017/FUL). Outbuilding to the former Ruston House, Bucks Cross.  Due to the Parish Council being 

unaware of the business proposal, concerns were raised with regards to the potential increase in traffic on the 

Highways.  

 

9.0 Progress of Highways Issues 

o Impact of A39 Closure – verge damage – Outstanding with Highways. 

 

o Request with DCC Highways regarding their Policy on how often our roads should be surfaced dresses, or 

resurfaced – Outstanding with Highways. 

 

o Request for location plan re planed drainage and ditching works at Merryboys – Response from Highways 

states – “The works involve the construction of a cross drain from the ditch outside to the existing 

connection, which will be replaced with a new gully and pipe running down to the ditch below. This pipe 

will be haunched above to take any additional water.” 

 

o Replacement mirror at Cranford Cross – Cllr Heywood will deal with this. 

 

Ashmansworthy 

o Dipple Lane – DCC Highways use of 2017 / 2018 TAP finding for drainage.   Response from Julie Pepworth, 

Highways states “I do have a resurfacing job for the area either side of the bridge. Can you please send 

me details of what you are proposing in terms of drainage? We need to have full plans to be able to 

approve the design and permissions will need to be sought to work on the highway. The best contractors 

to utilise would be on our framework contract, and would include Macplant and South West Highways. 

But I must stress that this work cannot be undertaken without permissions from us” 

 

Woolsery 

o Manor Park – Vehicles over-riding grassed areas - Outstanding with Highways. 
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Bucks Cross 

o Drop down kerb A39 – Clarification of project DCC Highways - Outstanding with Highways. 

 

Road Closures 

1st – 20th October 2018 – A39 Fairy Cross to Knotty Corner, Alwington.  Closed between the hours of 7pm to 

7am to allow structural maintenance work. 

 

10.0 Appropriate Affordable Housing Survey (Cllr Hill) 

Being progressed by Cllr Hill. 

 

 

11.0 Grant updates (Clerk) 

o Signage (Finger Posts) – Application submitted, awaiting decision in September 2018. 

o Grass Cutting – To be submitted once tender approved. 

 

12.0 Parish Signage (used securing 2018 / 2019 funding of £2014 to date) 

o “Woolsery Village” x 4 and Twinned with x 4 signs –  A response from Highways stated that revised 

drawings would be sent to the Parish Council prior to placing an order.  Unfortunately drawings were not 

received, therefore Clerk to chase prior to next meeting. 

 

13.0 Finances 

Payments to be authorised 

a) Lisa Hutchings, June 2018 - £303.97 

b) HMRC 20% Tax, June 2018 - £75.99 

c) Woolsery Over 50’s Arm Chair Group £150.00 – Reissue of cheque to “The Good Companions”, as per 

email from Barbara Stevens 21/06/2018. 

d) Bucks Cross Village Hall – Hall Hire 20/06/2018 -£10.00 

Cllr Spittles proposed to authorise items a, b and d.  Seconded by Cllr Hill. Those present agreed. 

In terms of item c – It was questioned whether The Good Companions were still in existence.  Action:  The 

Clerk to clarify and to bring the item to next meeting. 

 

Income received and bank account balances. 

Current account - £14,809.57  Reserve account £8297.24 

 

Grass Cutting Tender 2019 / 2021 

It was agreed to add cutting the grass areas around the new “Welcome to Woolsery” signs x 4.  Action:  Cllr 

Hamilton convert the PDF’s and issue to Cllrs prior to the next meeting.  Include on the agenda. 
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14.0 Correspondence 

o Email from Marian Catt dated 31/05/2018, re cutting of grass verges.  Highways have not responded, 

and it was clarify that it was not the Stoneman’s cutting late at night.  Agreed to drop this item from the 

agenda. 

 

15.0 Publications 

These were available to look at prior to and after the meeting. 

 

16.0 Reports from County Cllr, District Cllr and Parish Cllr’s 

 

County Cllr 

Not present and no report received. 

 

District Cllr  

Cllr Julian gave an update on the following: 

 

o The Bideford & Northam Advisory Group meeting took place, where Cllr Julian was elected as Chair, with 

Dan Garnett from Clovelly being elected as Vice Chair.    Cllr Julian would like to encourage as many 

representations from the rural parishes, where any topics can be raised.  The next meeting is the 2nd 

October. 

 

o If anyone within the Parish cuts grass or hedges for the Council, they will not be charged £35.00 for a 

green wheelie bin. 

 

o Highways carried out works on the A39, filling in potholes by the last turning to Woolsery.  The 

workmanship was that bad, Cllr Julian took photographs and sent them to Highways.   The sink hole 

above Hoops Inn has been circled and will hopefully be addressed soon.   

 

o The large brown tourism sign before the first Hartland turning is being replaced by Highways at a cost of 

£12,000.   

 

Parish Cllrs 

Cllr Hill – Raised concerns with regards to the overgrown hedge between Portledge and Knotty Corner, which 

is a safety issues for walkers and those riding a bike.  Due to Cllr Inch not being present, Cllr Hill asked Cllr 

Julian whether he would be able to raise it. 

 

Cllr Spittles – Asked how often should a County Cllr attend Parish Council meetings.  Cllr Julian stated they 

County Cllrs are required to attend twice per year. 

 

Cllr Medd – Raised concerns with regards to the rubbish at Bucks Mills.  It was questioned whether the Bucks 

Mills Society would consider any options to improve the issue. Action:  Cllr Hamilton to send the meeting 

notes held last month with Buck Mills residents and TDC to Cllr Spittles. 
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It has been reported that quad bikes are being used to go down to the beach at Bucks Mills.  There are 

concerns that this will cause further damage to the road, however as it is a public highway there is nothing to 

stop them going up and down.  It was agreed to highlight the concerns with Torridge District Council. 

Action:  The Clerk to write a letter to TDC. 

Cllr Medd stated that there is an area of ground outside the Farmers Arms, which is not tarmacked.  Cllr 

Hamilton stated that under previous proposals from the architects it is thought the area would be grassed. It 

was agreed to ask whether this area should be included in the Parish Council grass cutting contract. Action:  

Cllr Hamilton to clarify. 

17.0 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

21st August 2018 at 7.30pm at Woolsery Sports & Community Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


