
 

 

 

 

Holt’s Ledge 

Climbing Management 

Plan 

 

 

 

 
clymerock@gmail.com 

https://www.clyme.org 
 

 
https://www.accessfund.org 

  

mailto:clymerock@gmail.com
https://www.clyme.org/
https://www.accessfund.org/


 

Table of Contents 
Goal ............................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Objectives ................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Introduction .............................................................................................................................................. 3 

Access and Parking ................................................................................................................................. 4 

Peregrine Falcon Management .......................................................................................................... 6 

Rare Plant Management ....................................................................................................................... 7 

Fixed Hardware Management ............................................................................................................ 8 

Site Management ..................................................................................................................................... 8 

Ice and Mixed Climbing ........................................................................................................................ 9 

Appendix A – Town Ordinance ....................................................................................................... 10 

Appendix B – NH Recreational Use Statute................................................................................ 14 

Appendix C – Access Fund Holt’s Ledge ...................................................................................... 16 

Appendix D Important Contacts ..................................................................................................... 17 

Appendix E Plan for raptor closures (TBD) ............................................................................... 19 

Appendix F Inventory Fixed Protection (TBD) ........................................................................ 20 

 

  



 

Goal 
Maintain Holt’s Ledge as a resource for local climbers, hikers, birders and other outdoor 

enthusiasts, while limiting the impact to surrounding property owners and natural 

resources.  This plan is to be used in conjunction with Town of Lyme Ordinance (revised), 

Holt’s Ledge Management Plan [Appendix A].  

Objectives 
 Work with The Town of Lyme, community members, and neighbors to 

address concerns related to climbing at Holt’s Ledge. 
 Protect natural resources and assure sustainable long-term conservation of 

the area. 
 Maintain use of the area by diverse groups, including climbers, hikers, bird 

watchers, etc. 
 Set forth clearly defined management actions for climbing at Holt’s Ledge, to 

be supported and implemented by the Town and the local climbing 
community.  

 Establish a working relationship between the Town of Lyme, its residents 
and the climbing community to address emerging issues and adaptively 
manage the area in a cooperative manner. 

Introduction 
New Hampshire climbing has a long and storied history.  Early ascents by 

adventurous climbers have be recorded in all corners of the state dating back to the 

1800’s.  The Granite State offers superb rock and opportunities for all for all types of 

climbing including: bouldering, sport climbing, traditional climbing, ice climbing and 

mixed climbing.  In 2012 the State of New Hampshire passed a law limiting the 

liability of landowners who allow access to their land for recreational purposes.  

This law includes specific protections for ice climbing, rock climbing, bouldering, 

hiking and other outdoor activities.  The protection afforded by this law solidified 

climbing’s place as a legitimate use of public and private lands in the State of New 

Hampshire [Appendix B]. 

 

The complete history of climbing at Holt’s Ledge is unknown, but very old fixed 

protection, including bolts and pitons, is evidence of past rock climbing activity.  

Climbers have been using Holt’s Ledge for decades.  Historically most of the 

climbing done was in the winter when ice climbers visited the “Ledges”.  Beginning 

in 2012 new routes were established using traditional ground up techniques, with 

an emphasis on modern route standards, utilizing fixed protection only where no 



 

other reasonable (safe) options existed.  The newer “sport” routes are highly valued 

by local climbers looking for opportunities to climb safe, challenging routes close to 

home. 

 

In May 2016 the Town of Lyme became aware of the new routes at Holt’s Ledge 

after they were reported by a member of the Conservation Commission.  After 

investigating the ownership of the property, it was determined that many of the new 

climbing routes were on property owned by the Town of Lyme.  The Town decided 

to close the area until concerns about the newly established climbs could be 

addressed.  In January 2017, at the suggestion of the Lyme Select Board, local 

climbers and non-climbers founded “CLyme” https://www.clyme.org/, a local 

climbing organization, formed to work with the Town to address concerns related to 

climbing and the use of fixed protection at Holt’s Ledge.  CLyme’s mission is: 

 

 Protect the Natural Environment 

 Preserve Safe Climbing for Lyme Residents 

 Uphold Town Laws and Rules 

 Enable Access to Town Property 

 Advocate for Abutters 

 Contribute to Resource Management 

Access and Parking 
Holt’s Ledge climbers will park at the designated hiker/climber parking lot, north of 

the Dartmouth Skiway, near the intersection of The Grafton Turnpike and 

Dorchester Road, where the signs read, “Parking for hikers and ice climbers”, ( 

Figures 1 and 2).  Climbers will approach by walking 0.75 miles south on the Grafton 

Turnpike then right 9 (southwest) on Canaan Ledge Lane.  At the west end of 

Canaan Ledge Lane, climbers would follow the proposed Holt’s Ledge Trail, 

remaining entirely on Town property.  The Holt’s Ledge trail will be sighted to 

minimize the impact on the native plants and animals as well as the residents of 

Canaan Ledge Lane.  The new trail will be planned and constructed under the 

oversight of the Lyme Conservation Commission utilizing volunteer labor provided 

by CLyme.  This effort will be coordinated with the Access Fund Conservation Team.  

Climbers will stay on the trail and avoid crossing private property even if the private 

property is not posted.  Members of the CLyme steering Committee have begun 

coordinating this effort with the Conservation Commission, the Access Fund, and the 

https://www.clyme.org/


 

Upper Valley Trails Alliance.  Alternatively, climbers may access the Holts property 

along the traditional approach way, by walking along The Grafton Turnpike, up the 

southern-most ski trail at the Dartmouth Skiway, and crossing along the base of the 

cliff on the Trolle parcel to the Town’s Holt’s Ledge property.  The Dartmouth 

owned parcel has a tradition of allowing summer- hiking, and the Trolle Lot has an 

easement providing public access.  These approach paths require about 30 minutes 

of walking. 

 
Figure 1. Overview of property ownership in the Holt’s Ledge area 

 



 

Figure 2.  Overview of parking and access to Holt’s Ledge 

 

Peregrine Falcon Management 

Holt’s Ledge was one of the first sites in New Hampshire where peregrines were 

successfully reintroduced.  Peregrine falcons have consistently nested on Holt’s Ledge 

where they have successfully fledged many young, ranging from 1-4 fledglings per year. 

The NH Audubon Society monitors breeding falcons under contract with, the New 

Hampshire Fish and Game Department (NHFGD).  NH Audubon has identified the 

historic falcon nesting site on the portion of the cliff owned by the U.S. Department of 

Interior, well south and out of view of the climbing on Town land.  CLyme and the Town 

of Lyme will work with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), NHFGD and NH 



 

Audubon Society to monitor and protect nesting falcons at Holt’s Ledge.  NH Audubon 

currently posts seasonal cliff closures at the top of Holt’s ledge to the south of the 

climbing area where hikers on the Appalachian Trail frequently visit.  Should the 

need arise, NH Audubon, with the help of CLyme, may post cliff closures to protect 

nesting falcons from human disturbance that may result in nest failure (Figure 3). 

Figure 3.  Example of cliff closure sign to be placed at base of cliff 

 

 

 

As is done at other climbing areas in NH and across the United States, where climbing 

may disturb peregrines, specified routes may be closed to climbing for part of the spring 

and summer.  At other areas, compliance with similar closures has been successful and 

will serve as the model for management of peregrines at Holt’s Ledge.  If climbers do not 

comply with posted closures, or it is determined that human disturbance is affecting 

falcon breeding success, additional management actions may be taken.  The climbing 

community supports the protection of peregrine falcons and will work to ensure all 

closures are respected.  Should the need arise for more signage, CLyme is prepared to 

assist with its creation and installation. 

Rare Plant Management 
The town of Lyme contacted the NH Natural Heritage Bureau, a division of the state’s 

Forest and Lands department.  They are currently working with the Lyme Conservation 

Commission on a plant study of the lands owned by the US Department of Interior and 

the Town land at Holt’s Ledge.   When completed, the Bureau will submit a report to the 



 

Conservation Commission documenting their findings.   CLyme will work with officials 

to minimize or negate any impact on plants at Holt’s and the surrounding area.  

Fixed Hardware Management 
Existing hardware (i.e. bolts) may remain in place.  A moratorium on any additional fixed 

hardware is in effect.  Bolts may be maintained and replaced with the permission of the 

Town.  Climbers are responsible for assessing the safety and condition of any fixed 

hardware they choose to use.  This equipment is not property of the Town of Lyme. 

Site Management 
Below is a list of standards CLyme will follow and help to enforce at Holt’s Ledge (rules 

apply to climbers and others using area for any purpose): 

 No storing or caching any personal property is allowed on Town land.  Fixed 

protection such as bolts and pitons are not considered cached or stored equipment.  

All other climbing equipment including, but not limited to, quick draws, 

permanent draws, carabiners, and ropes would be considered cached equipment.  

If such equipment is left on Town property, it is considered abandoned and will 

be removed by CLyme. 

 No commercial use is permitted. 

 Climb in small groups of 4 or fewer. 

 No camping or campfires are permitted. 

 Noise generated by all parties utilizing area is of particular concern.  Users will 

respect neighboring property owners, making every effort possible to keep a low 

profile and respect private property.  Signage will be installed near or at the base 

of the cliff to remind visitors that excessive noise is a concern at this site. 

(Appendix C) 

 In an effort to reduce noise, no music is allowed. 

 Users will employ “Leave No Trace” principles while visiting Holt’s Ledge.  All 

trash and human waste must be removed. 

 Vegetation will not be cut without explicit direction from Lyme Conservation 

Commission. 

 Ongoing monitoring will be conducted by CLyme and the Town of Lyme. 

Impacts to trails and staging areas, impacts to biological communities, and social 

impacts will all be used to assess use levels and their effects to the natural and 

social environment. 



 

 Signs will be placed at the beginning of the trail, as well as along to trail to ensure 

travelers stay on marked route. 

 

Ice and Mixed Climbing 
To protect the rock from damage due to "dry tooling," or using ice climbing equipment to 

climb bare rock, mixed climbing is discouraged.  There is the possibility that conditions 

may occasionally arise when ice forms in areas that are generally ice-free.  The intent of 

this plan is to protect the rock from chipping or damage due to the use of ice tools.  It is 

not to prohibit the exploration of new ice routes that may occasionally "come in" and be 

climbable.  There is currently not a large concern regarding ice and mixed climbing.  If 

damage to rock climbs or rock faces from ice tools is affecting the quality of rock, 

climbing routes or the natural environment, the Town will limit the use of ice climbing 

equipment to designated areas.  The Town will remain in communication with the 

climbing community to monitor the effects of this use. 

  



 

Appendix A – Town Ordinance 
 

 

Ordinance 
TITLE: 

HOLT’S LEDGE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

NUMBER:         (revised) 

ISSUE DATE:  EFFECTIVE DATE:  

 
 
Purpose and Authority:  This ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted 

to the Town to make ordinances as provided in RSA 31:39 and the authority of the 

Selectmen to manage all real property owned by the Town and to regulate its use 

(RSA 41:11-a).  The purpose of this ordinance is to protect and preserve the Holt’s 

Ledge area in the Town of Lyme for the use and benefit of all residents of Lyme and 

guests and to ensure the level of activity remains compatible with the residential 

neighborhood. 

 

Introduction: 

 

People have been climbing Holt’s Ledge for many years. Historically most of the 

climbing done was in the winter when ice climbers visited the “Ledges”. The 

Mountain Group web site lists seven (7) ice climbing routes. This has consisted of a 

small group of traditional climbers who packed their gear in and removed all traces 

when they were done. Since 2012 fixed protection began being added creating routes 

for summer “sport climbing” resulting in an increase in the number of people climbing 

the ledge. 

 

In May 2016 a Conservation Commission member reported that an unauthorized 

climbing course was being constructed on Holt’s Ledge. While it appeared that most 

of the work was on Dartmouth Skiway property it also appeared to be dangerously 

close to the restricted Peregrine Falcon nesting area. Subsequently members of the 

Conservation Commission went to the area with a GPS and map overlay and 

determined it was definitely on Town land. The Town asked the Police Chief to 

investigate. The Chief notified the Town that someone had placed bolts in the rock, 

had strung ropes and that he had found a published report listing the climbing routes 

and how to get to the area. The Town had not been aware of any of this activity nor 

had anyone asked permission to perform this work on Town property. In addition the 

Chief noted quite a few trees had been cut and thrown over the bank. NH Fish and 

Game as well as the US Fish and Wildlife Service were notified due to the protected 

status of the Peregrine Falcon. Upon receiving the Chief’s report and after discussion 

with Town Counsel, the Select Board voted to Post this property to protect the 

interests of the Town until such time as this could be thoroughly researched and a 

permanent course of action could be decided. 



 

 

Goals and Objectives: 

 

This plan is an effort to effectively meet the needs for the Holt’s Ledge area in the 

Town of Lyme: 

• Recognize and respect the value and importance of this area to members of the 

community, local residents, landowners and climbers. 

• Protecting natural and cultural resources to assure sustainable long term 

conservation of the resource and use of the area by diverse groups. 

• Clearly identify thresholds for acceptable change to the natural and social 

environment.  

• Set forth clearly defined management actions to be supported and implemented 

by the Town and the climbing community. 

 

The Town of Lyme will work with cooperators to protect known natural and cultural 

resources and address findings of any new natural or cultural resources. The following 

specific actions will be followed: 

 

SECTION 1.1 GENERAL REGULATIONS: 

 

A. Peregrine falcon management/cliff closures: Holt’s Ledge was one of the first 

sites in New Hampshire where peregrines were successfully reintroduced. 

Peregrine falcons have consistently nested on Holt’s Ledge and nesting falcons 

have successfully fledged young there which makes this nesting territory 

comparable to many other successful breeding sites in New England. NH 

Audubon notes that in 2014 at Holts Ledge in Lyme, one of NH’s most productive 

sites over the long-run, a remarkable five young fledged. The NH Audubon 

Society monitors breeding peregrine falcons in NH with guidance from, and under 

contract with, the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department (NHFGD) 

Nongame Program. NH Audubon may post annual cliff closures to protect nesting 

falcons from frequent human disturbance, which could ultimately result in nest 

failure.  The Town of Lyme will continue to work with the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS), NHFGD and NH Audubon Society or any organization 

involved with future falcon management efforts to monitor and protect nesting 

falcons at Holt’s Ledge. Through this collaboration, specified areas may be posted 

closed to climbing for a portion of the spring and summer. Voluntary compliance 

with these efforts to protect nesting sites has been successful and will continue to 

serve as the model for management. The Town will monitor the effectiveness of 

these closures. If voluntary compliance with posted closures is ineffective or it is 

determined that human disturbance is affecting falcon breeding success, additional 

management actions potentially including an enforceable closure order will be 

developed. 

 



 

B. Preserve existing fixed protection: The Town will all the current fixed protection 

to remain, but written permission from the town will be required before any 

additional fixed protection is installed. 

 

C. Commercial use and the Outfitter/Guide (0/G) program: Any commercial use 

of Town property is prohibited. 

 

D. Management of ice and mixed climbing: In an effort to protect rock climbs from 

damage due to "dry tooling," or using ice climbing equipment to climb bare rock, 

mixed climbing is discouraged. There is the possibility that unique conditions may 

occasionally arise when ice forms in areas that generally remain ice-free. The 

intent of this plan is to protect the rock from chipping or damage on rock routes 

due to the use of ice tools. It is not to prohibit the exploration of new ice routes 

that may occasionally "come in" and be climbable. There is currently not a large 

concern regarding ice and mixed climbing. If damage to rock climbs or rock faces 

from ice tools is clearly affecting the quality of rock climbing routes or the natural 

environment, the Town will limit the use of ice climbing equipment to designated 

routes. The Town will remain in communication with the climbing community to 

monitor the effects of this use. 

 

E. Monitoring use levels and problems at Holt’s Ledge: If monitoring results or 

communication with the climbing community or local residents concludes that 

increased use levels at Holt’s Ledge are altering the desired condition of the land 

beyond acceptable levels, the Town of Lyme will evaluate and implement 

methods for limiting use of Town property.  This process of evaluation would 

involve the climbing community, cooperators, and the general public. Impacts to 

trails and staging areas, impacts to biological communities, and social impacts will 

all be used to assess use levels and their effects to the natural and social 

environment. 

 

F. Parking on any Town or State Maintained Road is prohibited: State law as 

well as the Town Parking Ordinance requires that all four wheels be off the 

traveled way. Lyme’s roads are narrow with nowhere to safely and completely 

pull off the traveled way ensuring sufficient room for residents or emergency 

vehicles. Violator will be subject to fines in accordance with State Law and 

Lyme’s Parking Ordinance. Vehicles may be towed at owner’s expense. 

 

G. Campfires prohibited: Camping or camp fires are not permitted on this Town 

owned property.     

 

Section 2.1: Enforcement, Violations, Penalties:  Any person who violates this 

ordinance shall be guilty of a violation and subject to a fine not exceeding $100.00 for 

each offense. Additionally persons violating the moratorium in Section 1.1 B. may be 

charged with vandalizing Town property. 

 



 

Section 3.1: Severability: If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or word 

of this by- law/ordinance is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or 

void by any court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect the remainder 

of this by-law/ordinance. 

 

Section 4.1: Amendments: Further amendments to this ordinance may be made by the 

Select Board after holding a public hearing. 
 

 
 

NOTE: Plan is pending outcome of special town meeting   



 

Appendix B – NH Recreational Use Statute 
 

New Hampshire Recreational Use Statute: Section Pertaining to Rock 

and Ice Climbing 

RSA 508:14, Landowner Liability Limited 

I. An owner, occupant, or lessee of land, including the state or any political 

subdivision, who without charge permits any person to use land for recreational 

purposes or as a spectator of recreational activity, shall not be liable for personal 

injury or property damage in the absence of intentionally caused injury or 

damage. 

II. Any individual, corporation, or other nonprofit legal entity, or any individual who 

performs services for a nonprofit entity, that constructs, maintains, or improves 

trails for public recreational use shall not be liable for personal injury or property 

damage in the absence of gross negligence or willful or wanton misconduct.  

III. An owner of land who permits another person to gather the produce of the land 

under pick-your-own or cut-your-own arrangements, provided said person is not 

an employee of the landowner and notwithstanding that the person picking or 

cutting the produce may make remuneration for the produce to the landowner, 

shall not be liable for personal injury or property damage to any person in the 

absence of willful, wanton, or reckless conduct by such owner. \ 

212:34, Duty of Care 

I. In this section:  

a. "Charge'' means a payment or fee paid by a person to the landowner for 

entry upon, or use of the premises, for outdoor recreational activity.  

b. "Landowner'' means an owner, lessee, holder of an easement, occupant of 

the premises, or person managing, controlling, or overseeing the premises 

on behalf of such owner, lessee, holder of an easement, or occupant of the 

premises.  

c. "Outdoor recreational activity'' means outdoor recreational pursuits 

including, but not limited to, hunting, fishing, trapping, camping, 

horseback riding, bicycling, water sports, winter sports, snowmobiling as 

defined in RSA 215-C:1, XV, operating an OHRV as defined in RSA 215-

A:1, V, hiking, ice and rock climbing or bouldering, or sightseeing upon 

or removing fuel wood from the premises.  

d. "Premises'' means the land owned, managed, controlled, or overseen by 

the landowner upon which the outdoor recreational activity subject to this 

section occurs.  

II. A landowner owes no duty of care to keep the premises safe for entry or use by 

others for outdoor recreational activity or to give any warning of hazardous 

conditions, uses of, structures, or activities on such premises to persons entering 

for such purposes, except as provided in paragraph V.  



 

III. A landowner who gives permission to another to enter or use the premises for 

outdoor recreational activity does not thereby:  

a. Extend any assurance that the premises are safe for such purpose;  

b. Confer to the person to whom permission has been granted the legal status 

of an invitee to whom a duty of care is owed; or  

c. Assume responsibility for or incur liability for an injury to person or 

property caused by any act of such person to whom permission has been 

granted, except as provided in paragraph V.  

d. Any warning given by a landowner, whether oral or by sign, guard, or 

issued by other means, shall not be the basis of liability for a claim that 

such warning was inadequate or insufficient unless otherwise required 

under subparagraph V(a).  

IV. This section does not limit the liability which otherwise exists:  

a. For willful or malicious failure to guard or warn against a dangerous 

condition, use, structure or activity;  

b. For injury suffered in any case where permission to enter or use the 

premises for outdoor recreational activity was granted for a charge other 

than the consideration if any, paid to said landowner by the state;  

c. When the injury was caused by acts of persons to whom permission to 

enter or use the premises for outdoor recreational activity was granted, to 

third persons as to whom the landowner owed a duty to keep the premises 

safe or to warn of danger; or  

d. When the injury suffered was caused by the intentional act of the 

landowner.  

V. Except as provided in paragraph V, no cause of action shall exist for a person 

injured using the premises as provided in paragraph II or given permission as 

provided in paragraph III.  

VI. If, as to any action against a landowner, the court finds against the claimant 

because of the application of this section, it shall determine whether the claimant 

had a reasonable basis for bringing the action, and if no reasonable basis is found, 

shall order the claimant to pay for the reasonable attorneys' fees and costs 

incurred by the landowner in defending against the action. 

  



 

Appendix C –Holt’s Ledge Informational Sign 
 

 

  



 

Appendix D Contacts 

 

CLyme Steering Committee: 

John Gartner, Rebecca Perkins, Kristina Fjeld-Sparks, Sue Hanlon, Greg Hanlon, David 

Lysy, Whit Kelley, Mike Morin, Tim Chow 

clymerock@gmail.com 

https://www.clyme.org 

 

Lyme Select Board 

One High Street 

PO Box 126  

Lyme, NH 03768 

603-795-4639  

 

Jay Smith, Chair 

Susan MacKenzie, Vice Chair 

Rusty Keith 

Dina Cutting, Administrative Assistant 

dina@lymenh.gov 

 

Lyme Conservation Commission 

One High Street 

PO Box 126 

Lyme, NH 03768 

603-795-4639  

 

Blake Allison, Chair/Secretary 

 

Lyme Fire Department 

One High Street 

PO Box 126 

Lyme, NH 03768 

603-795-4639  

Mike Mundy, Fire Chief 

 

mailto:clymerock@gmail.com
https://www.clyme.org/
mailto:dina@lymenh.gov


 

New Hampshire Audubon 

84 Silk Farm Road 

Concord, NH 03301 

603-224-9909 

nha@nhaudubon.org 

 

Chris Martin, Senior Biologist 

(603) 224-9909, ext. 317 

cmartin@nhaudubon.org 

 

New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau (DRED) 

Division of Forests and Lands 

172 Pembroke Road  

Concord, NH 03301 

(603)271-2214 

 

[Insert Contact name here] 

 

The Access Fund 

P.O. Box 17010 

Boulder, Colorado 80308 

(303)545-6772 

info@accessfund.org 

 

Mike Morin, Northeast Regional Director  

(720)624-6051 

mike@accessfund.org 
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Appendix E Plan for Raptor Closures 
 

[Future plan for raptor closures at Holt’s Ledge] 

  



 

Appendix F Inventory Fixed Protection (TBD) 
 

[Future detailed inventory of fixed protection] 


