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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eK2HAfb3rC0


Who do you become when you don’t have what defined 
you in the past?

I believe the theme of this song is the acceptance of ambiguity that comes with change. This 
song was written when Nicks album with Buckingham had not done well and she was alone in 
Aspen Colorado. Her relationship with her father also had an influence on the song and Nicks life 
at the time. This song is important because it is not just about doing well in an industry but about 
reflecting on your past and
not knowing what could become of 
the future. Many people have a 
moment in their life where they 
feel as if they have to change 
despite being set in one way for a 
long time. In The Things They 
Carried the men may feel attached 
to the war and without it they do 
not know who they are.



“I took my love, I took it down
Climbed a mountain and I turned around
And I saw my reflection in the snow covered hills
'Til the landslide brought me down”

Landslide by Fleetwood Mac



Quote 1 Analysis
In the first line Nicks is saying she got rid of her 
love and it is no longer there. She then explains 
she went all the way to the top of the mountain 
only to go right back down. Then she finally 
starts to see herself (in the reflection) but it is 
washed away. I believe the mood of this stanza is 
content. Nicks is saying she has done the work 
but has only ended up in the same place she 
started. Just as things become clear they seem to 
change dramatically like a landslide as she sees 
her reflection. I think this being the opening 
stanza introduces the idea that Nicks is going 
through a changing time but in a positive way. 
The idea that she has accepted what could or 
could not happen. It also gives context to the 
reflection in the rest of the song



“Oh, mirror in the sky, 
what is love?

Can the child within my 
heart rise above?

Can I sail through the 
changin' ocean tides?

Can I handle the seasons 
of my life?”

Landslide by Fleetwood Mac



Quote 2 Analysis

Each line shows a different part of Nick’s life that she is questioning. She is 
lost on love and her innocence and change and overall her life right now. I feel 
as if this quote conveys a lost mood. The questioning to the sky on inward 
issues makes listeners feel as if there is no answer. Nicks is looking at herself 
as a person and asking will the young and innocent part of her still be there. I 
think the ocean tides line is about whether she will make it through the peaks 
and valleys of being an artist. I believe the season also represent the change in 
Nicks life and she is wondering if she will make it through all this change. 
This is important because there is many times when someone does not know 
what is next in there life and if they will be able to handle it. I find this quote 
during these times especially important as the world has changed and it is not 
known when or how it will or won’t end.



“Well, I've been 'fraid of changin'
'Cause I've built my life around you
But time makes you bolder
Even children get older
And I'm gettin' older, too”

Landslide by Fleetwood Mac



Quote 3 Analysis

Nicks is saying that she is afraid of changing 
because her whole life is based on one thing 
or person. But she then reflects and says that 
maybe in time she will be strong enough to 
break out and change. She also says that 
children, a symbol of youth, will not be young 
forever. Then Nicks goes to say neither will 
she. I think this quote is the part of the song 
where Nicks has become more accepting of 
change. The mood is reflective as Nicks sees 
what her fears are and why. At the time 
Nicks only had music and her boyfriend Lindsey Buckingham, leaving him or 
music would mean an entirely different life. But she then says maybe she could do 
it in time and that maybe she would have to. She cannot live without time passing 
and eventually everyone will have to change.



Conclusion
I believe the author is saying that there is no way to 
know what you will become in the future but the 
change is inevitable. The tone of the song is reflective 
because of the lyrics and soft instrumentals. The song 
is mostly about the lyrics with the guitar just moving 
the song along in a repetitive fashion. This shows 
that the theme came from Nicks life and is about 
what she is experiencing. She uses her own reflection 
to make listeners think more about the changes in 
their life. For her it meant that there is no way of 
knowing the future but only to be happy with it. This 
theme I think can show up in most people's life as 
things begin to change and they grow older.


