


 

 

We are saddened at the loss of Sandra Gove Chamblee. 
 
Ms. Chamblee dedicated her life to helping ensure the health and well-being of 
residents in Palm Beach County, particularly her beloved Glades communities. She 
had the vision to promote the creation of the Health Care District, a safety net health 
care system, 30 years ago. She served on the board of Glades General Hospital for 
many years and worked tirelessly to help accomplish its replacement hospital, 
Lakeside Medical Center, where she served on the Lakeside Health Advisory Board.  
  
Her reputation preceding her, she was called upon by the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) to oversee a study on HIV and TB in the Glades. The study evolved into the 
Glades Health Initiative, a nonprofit organization that provided HIV education, testing, 
and linkage to care services, where she served as its Executive Director from 1998-
2010.    
  
Sandra was a member of the Citizens Advisory Committee on Health & Human 
Services for 32 years, was a founding member and Chair of The Arc of the Glades 
and The Glades Initiative. In 1980 she was named Belle Glade Citizen of the Year by 
the Belle Glade Chamber of Commerce and has been the Belle Glade Women’s Club 
President for as long as we can remember. This past October, Ms. Chamblee 
received a Lifetime Achievement award from the Lake Okeechobee Rural Health 
Network for her legacy improving rural health in the Glades region. 
  
Upon receipt of the Athena Leadership Award presented by the Chamber of 
Commerce of the Palm Beaches in 2013, she stated “I hope that my service will leave 
a better place for my children, my grandchildren, and other generations.” 
  
But it’s her spirit, strength, determination, compassion, kindness, and sense of humor 
for which she will most be remembered. Sandra beat breast cancer twice in recent 
years, driving herself to radiation treatments, determined to win the fight. She was the 
first to call on several employees of Lakeside Medical Center when they received 
their breast cancer diagnosis helping and encouraging them to fight. She will be 
eternally loved and sorely missed. 
  
All funds donated in her name to Susan G. Komen Florida, will remain in the Glades 
and used to provide free breast health services including mammograms, sonograms, 
and biopsies. 
 

 

  
 

http://www.komensouthflorida.org/
http://southflorida.info-komen.org/site/Donation2?df_id=21022&21022.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T
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