Creating an iMapInvasives Email Alert
iMapInvasives allows any user with a Level 1 account or higher to set up automatic e-mail alerts.
These are notices about confirmed observations recently submitted to iMap (one year old or less). For example, you
could create an e-mail alert that would send you an e-mail whenever someone recently reported (and confirmed) zebra
mussel in Erie County. The alerts are checked nightly, so if people were reporting zebra mussel on a daily basis in Erie
County, you would get a daily e-mail listing those observations, the day after the records were entered.

To create or manage e-mail alerts, click the “Manage My Alerts” link from the My iMapInvasives page.

This will bring up a table of your current alerts, if any. To create a new alert, click the “Add New Alert” button.

There are two types of alerts currently available: Early Detection and Continual. We’ll go through Early Detection
first. This type of alert is active only for the first few confirmed reports in your area of interest as a way to notify you
of a new species coming into your area. Once there are many confirmed reports, you will stop getting notices as this
species would now be considered established rather than an early detection species.

The process for setting up an alert is similar to creating a custom query. Under the Basic data section, choose the parameters
for your alert based on your chosen species of interest and geography. At this time, you must choose a specific geography
(e.g., state, county, watershed, CWMA) for each alert. For Early Detection alerts, you must also choose a specific species.

Buffer Distance allows you to get reports for observations that fall within a set distance from your chosen area.
For example, in the screen shot above, I have chosen a 1000 meter buffer, so I will be alerted if anyone reports
Hydrilla verticillata (Hydrilla) in York County, or within 1000 meters of York County.
Alerts Requested sets the number of alerts you’d like to receive, or in other words, how many new observations
will trigger an alert before the alert becomes inactive. For this alert the number is 3, meaning I will receive an
alert for the first three Hydrilla observations found in or within 1000 meters of York County. The fourth and
subsequent observations will not generate an alert.

Additional Email Contact allows you to input a second contact e-mail address for the alert to be sent to.
(The default e-mail is the address associated with your iMapInvasives profile).
Click “Create Alert” once you have chosen the parameters for your Early Detection alert.
Take note of the message in the top yellow bar saying that once an alert has been created, it cannot be edited (only deactivated).

Once the alert has been created, you can click the “Check Alert Now” button to test if your alert conditions are
true (if an e-mail will be generated from your alert). If you no longer want this alert to be active, click the
“Deactivate Alert” button. You can reactivate the alert at any time.

Here is an example of what an email alert will look like when sent to your inbox. Click on the various hyperlinks to:
1) See the specific email alert, 2) Show the observation matching the alert criteria, and 3) Deactivate this alert.
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To create another alert, click the “Alerts” link located at the top of the page (below the Pennsylvania
User Tools title), or go back to the “My iMapInvasives page and click “Manage My Alerts”.

Next let’s talk about a Continual alert.
This type of alert will send you an e-mail whenever its conditions are met, until the alert is deactivated.

In the example above, I will receive an e-mail whenever a newly confirmed observation of Potamogeton crispus (curly-leaf
pondweed) is reported in Conneaut Lake, until I deactivate the alert. When this alert is activated, I will immediately get a
report of any Potamogeton crispus observations currently shown in Conneaut Lake that were observed within the past year.
The next time I get an e-mail, it will be for a newly confirmed observation meeting these particular criteria.

Continual alerts can be created for species name, taxonomic family, taxonomic class, kingdom,
and assessment type (e.g., terrestrial plant, aquatic animal, insect).

With a Continual alert, you also have Advanced alert options to choose from. These options include selecting
for common species, featured species, significant records, and a particular legal status.

In the example below, I have a continual alert set up for Hydrologic Unit Code 12 (HUC), specifically looking at
the Susquehanna River to alert me of any new observations found of common species. A common species in
iMap is determined by the state administrator. In Pennsylvania, species that are widely distributed and reported are
designated as common invasive species. Examples include garlic mustard and Japanese knotweed.

Reference: You can view a list of common species found in Pennsylvania by using the Custom
Observation Query tool (available on the My iMapInvasives page). Click on the Common Invasive
Species tab at the top of the query tool, and then click View Report.

Advanced email alert tools continued…

Featured Species are those species for which the public can view county distributions without having an iMap
account. (The general public can view the distributions on the map, but not the specific observation locations).

Reference: If you click View Report for All Data from the My iMapInvasives page, you can scroll through the Species Found
list to see what species are Featured in Pennsylvania (look for a tan box labeled Featured Species).

Significant Record is the first record of a species to be reported in a county. For example, if you created an alert for
County =Allegheny, Species Name = Any Species, Significant Record = Yes, you would receive a report anytime an
observation is submitted for a species not previously reported in Allegheny County.
Legal Status refers to any regulations imposed on a particular species. Options for this category include prohibited, regulated,
and unregulated. In Pennsylvania, some examples of aquatic invasive species that are prohibited (banned) include
zebra mussel, rusty crayfish, round goby, and bighead carp.

When all information has been selected for the Continual alert, click “Create Alert”.

Before the continual alert is created, a message appears (see below) reminding you that with the creation of
this alert, you will receive e-mails EVERY time an observation occurs that fits the alert’s criteria.
To stop receiving emails for this alert, you must deactivate it. Click OK to proceed with creating the alert.

