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Watershed Plan Implementation  
Begins with Stream Sampling

This season, 
PRWC launched a 
new stream sampling 
program as the first 
step in implementing 
the Watershed 
Based Plan that 
was completed 
last fall. While organizing the Plan, PRWC 
recognized the need for updated datasets and a 
larger network of sampling sites to establish an 
improved baseline of water quality conditions, 
further characterize pollutant sources and 
problem areas, and further bracket priority areas 
for implementing non-point source pollution 
and stormwater run-off reduction projects.  

With grant funding from the Argall Hull 
Foundation (First Church of Bethlehem), 
PRWC collected samples from 14 sites along the 
Pomperaug, Weekeepeemee, and Nonnewaug 
Rivers.  Each month between May and August, 
two samples from each site were collected and 
analyzed for E. coli bacteria and nitrate.  Each 
round of sampling yielded bacteria results 
well within the thresholds for safe recreation 
except for one site on the Nonnewaug which 
was collected after a rain event in June. In most 
cases, bacteria levels were lower farther up the 
river with a few exceptions that will continue 
to be monitored.  If trends arise, actions can be 
taken to reduce pollution inputs in these areas.

This fall, the results of the bacteria sampling 
have begun to be added to our website with data 
integrated into an interactive map for users to 
view the most recent bacteria levels.  Over the 
winter, the map will be refined and prepared to 
be updated regularly next season with sampling 
results. Bacteria sampling next season will 
occur twice a month through grant funding 
from Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection.  This funding will 
also support streamwalk assessment surveys 
which will help further bracket problem areas 
and identify priority areas for implementing 
non-point source pollution and stormwater 
run-off reduction projects.

A Collaborative Approach to Water Resources  
Management for the Pomperaug River 

In an effort to relieve stress on Pomperaug River flows during periods 
of low stream flow, Town of Southbury, Heritage Village Water Company 
(HVWC) and Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition (PRWC) representatives 
forged a partnership with environmental consulting support from Milone & 
MacBroom to develop pro-active approaches to reduce public water supply 
demands on the Pomperaug aquifer during important developmental stages for 
aquatic life in the Pomperaug River. As a result, new and significant measures 
to protect flows in the Pomperaug River were announced in June. 

The first measure is an agreement between HVWC and the CPV Towantic 
Energy Center that calls for the entire daily water supply demand of the CPV 
Towantic facility between July 1 and October 31 to come from Connecticut 
Water Company’s other water resources that are outside the Pomperaug basin. 
Reducing demand on the aquifer during the period of low-flow is a very 
positive step toward smartly balancing critical public water supply needs with 
the need to protect aquatic river health. 

The second measure is the HVWC Pomperaug River Low-Flow Operations 
Plan (Low-Flow Plan), which establishes three low-flow mitigation thresholds 
to provide HVWC customers and private well owners with an increasing 
level of awareness on the status of river flow. Each mitigation threshold has 
a corresponding Action Level that requests water users to voluntarily comply 
with expanding water conservation measures. 

Faced with extended periods of little to no rain this summer and early 
fall, the Low-Flow Plan was put into action four times this year and public 
communications were issued. The Town of Southbury, HVWC and PRWC 
worked together to broadcast flow alerts to Southbury residents and HVWC 
customers requesting increased voluntary water conservation as increasingly 
severe low flow thresholds were reached in July, August, and September. The 
Low-Flow Plan and conservation messages have stimulated positive dialogue 
with the project partners and inquiries from watershed residents about reducing 
water use and concern for the river. Based on the inquiries and feedback, this 
communication strategy proved effective in raising awareness about the river 
flow levels and the need for conservation. 

The scientifically based, collaborative approach used in securing the Low-
flow Plan and the Water Supply Agreement is serving as a model for other 
water systems throughout Connecticut and beyond.  The approach has been 
presented at professional conferences throughout New England including 
the 48th Annual Joint Meeting of the 
CT Section of the American Water 
Works Association and the Connecticut 
Water Works Association, the New 
England Water Works Association Water 
Resources and Sustainability Symposium, 
and the CT Water Planning Council 
Advisory Group.  For more information 
on the Low-flow Plan visit the website at 
www.pomperaug.org/lowflowplan.

Your generous gifts and continued 
support for our rivers means  

so much!  You help fund internship 
and Youth Conservation Corps 

experiences, environmental 
education programs, stream 
sampling and assessments, 

restoration projects, the development 
of sustainable water and land use 

policies, and other vitally important 
work.  We pledge to continue to work 

in earnest on your behalf, but we 
cannot do this without you.  

 
Please consider a year-end gift.

Your financial support truly  
makes a difference.  

 
Donations may be made online,  

by phone, or by mail  
(envelope provided inside).

Read more inside about how your support helps protect your rivers and drinking water!

HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Reflections

I remember a time when 2020 felt like it was light years away, but now I sit here 
scratching my head wondering how it sits so closely on the horizon and why it feels like 
this past year flew by in just a matter of seconds.  As time seems to move faster the older 
I get, I find myself ever more grateful to live in a part of the world where seasons exists – 
where nature provides us with a gentle reminder to slow down, snuggle in, take time to 
reflect, and prepare for the new year.  

While the long list of to-do’s does not go away this time of year, I am thankful that 
our year-end tasks here at PRWC cater to this natural season of reflection.  We compile a 
list of our accomplishments, review, analyze, and share data we collected, and take stock 
of the things we learned as we begin launching initiatives for the year ahead.   We do this 
every year, and every year I am ASTONISHED by the level of our achievements and am 
ever proud to be part of the PRWC team.  This year is no different as you can see from 
the articles included in this issue of the Watershed News – expanded stream monitoring, 
implementation of the Low Flow Operations Plan, loads of education programs on 
topics ranging from stormwater to rain barrels to private wells to water conservation, 
continuation of the Youth Conservation Corps, hosting Woodbury Earth Day, and so 
much more!  

During this time of reflection, I find myself deeply grateful to all those who have 
engaged with the stewardship of our rivers and aquifer as these resources provide our 
communities with life-sustaining water.  Thank you to every volunteer, community 
partner, sponsor, donor, and staff member who has supported us along the way.  You are 
part of our team and none of our achievements would have been possible without you.  

As I look to the year ahead, I am excited to celebrate 
the contributions our current and past team members as 
PRWC marks its twentieth year of providing science-based 
environmental protections. I also look forward to working 
with new team members, including Sara Lynn Leavenworth 
and David Taylor who joined our board in September and 
Hailey McKeever who joined our staff in November, in 
developing innovative and responsible strategies to ensure 
high quality water for generations.  

2019 Youth Conservation Corps Achievements 
For the third summer in a row, PRWC employed a team of area teens to complete 

conservation projects throughout the watershed and beyond. Highlights of their 
achievements follow below. This year’s team consisted of Jonathan Robert of Morris, 
Bethany Brown of Oakville, Dillon and Jeremy Larkin of Newtown, and Aidan Essig 
of Southbury with Amanda Keilty of Bethlehem serving as the YCC Crew Leader / 
Dr. Marc J. Taylor Intern. We were able to continue the Youth Conservation Corps 
program this summer thanks to generous support from the Connecticut Community 
Foundation and donors like you!

For six weeks, the team completed 24 conservation projects at 17 sites including:
• Installed 470 stormdrain markers
• Hosted four rain barrel workshops
• Facilitated two education activities for Audubon BOTR summer camps
• Removed two truckloads, a kayak-full, and five contractor bags of trash at six 

different locations in the watershed
• Assembled 10 Water Conservation Education Kits
• Assembled and mailed 35 RiverSmart Pledge Participation Packets
• Cleared overgrowth for 3.7 miles of trail, created and blazed a new 1.6 mile loop  trail, maintained Community House 

Park’s rain garden
• Sampled streams for bacteria and nitrate, collected temperature data, and surveyed macroinvertebrates
• Performed buffer maintenance and invasive plant removal
Project site partners, including Audubon Bent of the River, Flanders Nature Center and Land Trust, Roxbury Land Trust, 

Southbury Land Trust, Town of Bethlehem, Town of Southbury, and the Town of Woodbury were beyond appreciative of the 
outstanding work completed by the Youth Conservation Corps team as they helped complete several conservation projects 
that may not have happened without such collaboration.

Fiscal Year 2019 Financial Summary

The charts above summarize our revenue and expenses for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2019.  Each revenue category is critical to the balance for the overall 
funding required for us to be successful in our mission.  The expense summary 
shows how we utilize that funding support for our core areas of work.  
 

You’ll see that your financial support truly makes a difference and comes with 
our heartfelt appreciation!

2019 Youth Conservation Corps: 
Jonathan Robert, Bethany Brown, 

Jeremy Larkin, Amanda Keilty, 
Dillon Larkin, Aidan Essig

Teaching about the Ways and Wonders of Water
Education programs have long been PRWC’s hallmark, and this year was no exception! In October, we collaborated on and 

led a number of school education programs that reached students from 3rd grade up to the college level and included visits to the 
Children’s Community School, Woodbury Middle School,  The Gunnery School, and Naugatuck Valley Community College. 
Presentation topics included stormwater, low impact development, aquifers, food webs, and more. Earlier in the year, PRWC 
hosted seven rain barrel workshops, a private drinking water well forum, a press conference for the Low Flow Operations Plan, 
a Start Your Day with Southbury Business Association event to celebrate the Rain Garden planted at Community House Park, 
and lead activities for campers at Audubon Bent of the River.  More photos and program details available online.

Gratefully,

Town of Woodbury Receives 
Bronze Certification! 

 

We are proud to have helped you 
achieve this prestigious recognition!

In September, Anne Westerman (left) 
was presented with the 2019 Dr. Taylor  
Environmental Stewardship Award during 
our annual benefit event held at Woodbury 
Barns and Farm. In November, PRWC 
welcomed Hailey McKeever (right) as the 
new Outreach Coordinator.  Read more 
about these team members on our website!

Congratulations Anne Westerman  & Welcome Hailey McKeever

Science, Restoration, 
     & Stewardship 

Education & Outreach

Water Resource Planning 
     & Coalition Building
Supporting Services

REVENUE EXPENSE

Total Expense: $249,864Total Revenue:  $230,467


