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Thanks to generous grant support from the Connecticut Community 
Foundation (CCF), the Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition (PRWC) will  
again hire high school students this summer to serve on the Youth Conservation 
Corps. The Youth Conservation Corps provides employment opportunities 
for area students to gain experience and knowledge while working outdoors 
on meaningful conservation projects throughout the watershed. Projects will 
include activities such as maintaining local trails, constructing rain gardens, 
improving riparian habitat, removing invasive species, mitigating soil erosion, 
and more.

Josh Carey, Director of Grants Management at CCF, noted, “the Youth 
Conservation Corps leverages the talent and energy of our young residents to 
create real environmental impacts in our communities. This program will also 
help the next generation to develop critical leadership skills as they educate 
the broader public about effective ways to protect our natural resources. The 
Foundation is happy to support PRWC in offering these innovative opportunities 
for civic engagement and environmental stewardship.” (continued page 2)

Pollutant load modeling Completed for the Watershed
Over the past several months, PRWC has been working with Fuss & O’Neill, an environmental consulting firm, to update 

the Pomperaug Watershed Management Plan to a 9-element Watershed Based Plan for approval by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). 

The focus of our Watershed Based Plan is to reduce the amount of bacteria entering the local streams which are listed 
as impaired by CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection and EPA. There are three stream segments in 
the Pomperaug Basin where in-stream bacteria levels were measured in excess of the 
water quality standard for recreation. While the data supporting these listings have been 
limited, further evaluation is still required to remove these streams from the State’s list 
of impaired waters.  

A key milestone in developing plans to reduce bacterial level was to estimate the 
potential volume of it that could be carried from the watershed lands into our rivers 
and streams. We used a pollutant loading model to make such an estimate. The model 
also provided us with estimates for other pollutants including nutrients like nitrogen 
and phosphorus as well as total suspended solids (a factor of soil erosion). The model 
used the most recent land cover data, precipitation data, soil data, and more to estimate 
the relative sources of these pollutants and their potential volumes that could enter our 
streams. 

PRWC’s Land Use Committee will be using this information to determine what 
practices can be implemented to reduce the pollutant loads and where they may most 
effectively be implemented to improve in-stream water quality.  

We encourage you to review the findings of the pollutant loading model and to 
attend one of the upcoming information sessions (to be scheduled) to learn more 
about the model results and next steps in developing and implementing the updated 
Watershed Based Plan.

Josephine Purdy (left), 2017 Dr. Marc 
Taylor Intern, worked together with 

the YCC crew to remove invasive 
plants growing along the banks of the 

Pomperaug River at a site in Woodbury.

Youth Conservation Corps Program Continues another season

Most recent land use map  
for the Pomperaug Watershed. 
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the PomPeraug Watershed

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

going Fishin’ and so much more!
I suspect that I’m not alone in bidding farewell to the March Nor’easters 

and welcoming the warmth of springtime and all that our beautiful Pomperaug 
watershed affords us. Shortly the fishing equipment will appear at my home 
as “opening day” arrives. So too, I’ll locate my walking stick as I venture out 
with family and friends on hiking trails through spectacular lands dotting the 
watershed. These lands have been preserved as open space and stream protection 
buffers by our municipal and conservation partners. I’ll locate a spot to reflect 
along the water’s edge by some of the most well cared for and highest quality 
rivers and streams in Connecticut. I’ll bring along and enjoy water from my 
public water supply tap knowing the critical importance that river protection 
stewardship has on the groundwater below and the water we drink.  And there is 
so much more…

At PRWC we strive to be true to our mission to use sound science and 
educational outreach for the protection of our local water resources. Our nearly 
two year collaborative effort in regard to State-wide water resource planning 
along with our local focus toward an EPA-approved watershed based plan are but 
two examples of how we have recently and effectively used science. On April 21, 
in partnership with the Town, as part of our educational outreach we’ll again host 
Woodbury Earth Day, the largest celebration of its kind in the State. And shortly, 
our Dr. Marc Taylor Internship and Youth Conservation Corps programs will be 
kicking off.  And there is so much more… 

As a coalition-based organization 
none of our accomplishments happen 
without our volunteers, community 
partners, sponsors and donors. For that 
support I am sincerely appreciative. 
I hope that you agree that our work 
toward the protection of our water 
resources is the best way we can thank 
you. I invite you to visit our website or 
give us a call. Please do find that fishing 
pole or walking stick and enjoy the 
beauty of our watershed. There is truly 
so much more… 

Youth Corps (continued from page 1)
Over the course of their six-week employment, students will work under 

the leadership of the Dr. Marc Taylor Intern on initiatives that achieve local 
conservation goals and promote the protection, restoration and remediation of 
water resources. This year’s project sites include Audubon Bent of River, Flanders 
Nature Center & Land Trust, Roxbury Land Trust, the Southbury Land Trust, 
and a couple of local town parks. Together, our team will be underscoring our 
collective roles as stewards of our environment and promote good habits to keep 
our watershed and rivers healthy.

For more information or an application for 
employment, visit www.pomperaug.org/employment.  
Applications for Youth Conservation Corps crew 
member positions for this season will be accepted 
through April 22, 2018.

Gratefully,
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support PrWC during givelocal  
This year, your gift to Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition 

during Give Local online giving campaign will do more than twice 
the good. A generous donor just pledged to match all donations 
to PRWC through Give Local up to $10,000. Support the PRWC 
Youth Conservation Corps and interns between April 24-25 
and your gift of $25 becomes $50. Every dollar raised during the  
36-hour online giving campaign will be stretched further by bonus 
funds and prizes donated by Connecticut Community Foundation 
and generous sponsors.

Please make a special gift to PRWC before the match runs out 
to have your gift more than doubled. Your gift will foster a sense of 
responsibility for natural resources, civic engagement and a life-long 
connection to the environment in our next generation of stewards. 
Every gift at any level makes a difference! 

 

Don’t let this generous matching opportunity float away! 

guided nature Water at Janie Pierce Park 
Saturday, June 2, 2:00pm - 4:30pm

Kicking off this year's River Ramblers series with PRWC 
is a relatively flat walk around Transylvania Pond, which 
straddles the Southbury/Woodbury town line. Transylvania 
Pond is the headwater of Hesseky Brook, which flows north 
into a lush wetland that hosts numerous bird, mammal, 
reptile and amphibian species. Participants will learn about 
the history of the park, local flora and fauna, current issues 
surrounding the pond, and what steps we can all take to be 
good river stewards. Please dress for outside, wear sturdy 
shoes, bring water and snacks, and be prepared for nuisance 
bugs. Participants should meet in the parking lot at Janie 
Pierce Park located on Transylvania Road a few minutes 
before 2pm for check-in. For a listing of all 2018 Connecticut 
Trails Day Events, visit www.ctwoodlands.org

CT Trails Day Weekend!  
June 2-3, 2018  

www.ctwoodlands.org

 

Join us for a walk around transylvania Pond!

rain garden installation Planned  
for Community house Park
Thanks to the diligent planning of 

our past interns, we are looking forward 
to installing a rain garden at Community 
House Park in Southbury this summer!  
The rain garden will help absorb and 

filter stormwater runoff flowing from the former basketball court, the 
bathhouse, and a driveway before flowing into a tributary to Bullet 
Hill Brook. Last fall, approvals for the rain garden were received from 
Southbury Parks & Recreation and the Public Works Department as 
they oversee management of the town owned property.  Funding for the 
project has been made possible through a Watershed Assistance Small 
Grants Program  grant administered by Rivers Alliance of Connecticut. 
Stay tuned to learn more about opportunities to volunteer on this and 
other conservation projects this summer.
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