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state Water Planning update
Significant effort by numerous 

stakeholders continues on two 
statewide planning efforts important 
to the protection of local water 
resources. Under the leadership of 
the Connecticut Water Planning 
Council (WPC), the effort to develop 
Connecticut’s first comprehensive 
State Water Plan has successfully 
advanced as the July 2017 delivery of 
a draft Plan draws near. As previously 
reported PRWC has been an active 
“voice at the table” throughout the 
Plan development. The goal of our 
efforts is to effect meaningful change 
in the way water resources are both 
looked at and planned for in the future 
to re-balance the many competing 
and critical needs for water. We, along 
with other participants, have shared 
local knowledge,  ideas, and concerns, 
and contributed to science and 
technology as well as policy aspects of 
the Plan. One example of participant 
contributions is that “estimated 

ecological  flows” required to maintain 
the aquatic health of rivers statewide 
are now included as data points within 
the Plan to be used for future water 
resource management planning. 
As the planning process continues, 
we encourage your participation in 
public meetings and informational 
sessions like the two recently held in 
Southbury.        (continued on page 2) 

employing area Young People to aide Conservation Projects
Building on the past successes of stormdrain marker installations, invasive plant 

removal, and streambank stabilization, the Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition is 
launching a Youth Conservation Corps pilot-program this summer thanks to generous 
grant support from the Connecticut Community Foundation. PRWC plans to hire a 
small crew of high school students that work together with a crew leader over the course 
of six weeks to implement conservation projects throughout the watershed. Projects 
will include activities such as maintaining trails and bridges in parks, constructing rain 
gardens, improving riparian habitat, removing invasive species, mitigating soil erosion, 
and more. 

The Youth Conservation Corps will provide employment opportunities for area 
students to gain conservation experience and knowledge while working outdoors on 
meaningful conservation projects.  “Our goal of this new program is to foster a sense of 
responsibility for natural resources, civic engagement and a life-long connection to the 
environment in our next generation of stewards,” said Carol Haskins, PRWC Outreach 
Director.

Haskins explained that while projects are not fully firmed up, PRWC has been in 
discussion with its municipal partners from Woodbury, Southbury, and Bethlehem 
about potential worksites including Cedarland Park, Bennett Park, and Settlers’ Park in 
Southbury; Strongtown Preserve, Woodbury Reservoir, and Hollow Park in Woodbury, 
and Swendson Farm in Bethlehem. 

In addition to launching the Youth Conservation Corps, PRWC is looking forward 
to welcoming its fourth summer intern that will be selected for the prestigious Dr. Marc 
Taylor Internship position. The intern is an essential staff person supporting PRWC’s 
science and outreach initiatives.  

Together, projects worked on by the Youth Conservation Corps and the Dr. Marc 
Taylor Intern will underscore our roles as stewards of our environment and promote good 
habits to keep our watershed and rivers healthy.  For more information or an application 
for employment, contact us at 203-263-0076 or outreach@pomperaug.org.

give local: support the next generation of environmental stewards 
Make your dollars go further! An anonymous donor has pledged to match every dollar 
given to PRWC through Give Local (April 25 & 26 ) up to $10,000.  This match is a great 
opportunity to do more than twice the good with one donation. Your gift of $25 becomes 
$50, and, thanks to Connecticut Community Foundation, your gift is boosted  even more 
with event bonus funds and prizes.  Please, don’t let this generous matching opportunity 
float away. Visit www.pomperaug.org/givelocal for more information.

this edition of Watershed news is sponsored by secor, Cassidy, & mcPartland, PC.  thank you!
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stream surveys soon underway
This spring, field technicians from 

Fuss & O’Neill, the consulting firm we 
hired to assist us in revising our Watershed 
Mangement Plan, will be conducting 
visual assessment surveys along impaired 
stream segments of the Pomperaug and 
Weekeepeemee Rivers. Surveys data 
will help us better gauge the scope of 
factors that may be contributing to 
reduced water quality conditions of these 
waterways. The findings will be used to 
develop site specific plans for remediating pollutants like bacteria and for restoring 
instream habitat.  These plans will then be incoroporated into the updated Watershed 
Mangement Plan. Learn more about this effort and opportunities for community input 
at www.pomperaug.org. 

state Water Planning  (continued from page 1)
 

We also encourage your public comments and ask for your support of the State Water 
Plan.  To learn more please visit www.ct.gov/water.

PRWC has also been engaged in a second significant water resource planning 
effort that is underway, which is the delineation of Exclusive Service Areas (ESAs) for 
the provision of public water supply throughout the State.  ESA designations are an 
important planning component of the Water Utility Coordinating Committee (WUCC) 
work as overseen by the Connecticut 
Department of Public Health. ESAs 
can provide for an orderly plan to 
assure that public health related to 
water supply is properly accounted for. 
However,  there is also a risk associated 
with how much water is drawn from 
a water source to supply future ESAs.   
As this issue continues to be debated, 
PRWC is working with state and local 
officials to understand the potential 
adverse impacts. Proposed ESA’s 
for the are area have been reviewed 
and adopted by the Western WUCC 
membership and are now out for public 
comment. To learn more please visit  
www.ct.gov/dph/wucc.

Water education & Conservation Challenge for third graders
Earlier this year, PRWC was brought on by Connecticut Water Company (CWC) 

to help develop a Water Conservation Education Program for third grade classes for 
schools served by CWC.  Schools served by Connecticut Water are currently being 
invited to participate in the program for the 2017-18 school year.  

PRWC has developed educational programs for schools that are consistent with the 
state curriculum requirements using lesson plans from Project WET (“Water Education 
for Teachers” curriculum manual) which can supplement classroom teaching. 

CWC employees will visit schools that sign-up for the Conservation Education 
program to teach students about the water cycle and water conservation through 
hands-on activities. The goal is to help students understand how limited and precious 
freshwater is on our planet and why we collectively need to protect it and use it wisely.  As 
part of the program, students will be encouraged to sign a Water Conservation Pledge 
to conserve water at home.  The classes with the highest percentage of returned pledges 
will be eligible to enter into a drawing to win a free trip to the CT Science Center.    

This summer, PRWC will train CWC staff in how to lead the classroom activities.  
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Macroinvertebrate Survey  Results 
We realize most people are not very big fans of river bugs, 

but we are!  They can tell us a lot about water quality. That’s why 
PRWC participates in Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection’s Riffle Bioassessment by Volunteers 
program (aka Macroinvertebrate Survey Program) every fall.  
While we usually share results from our fall survey results with 
readers this time of year, we are instead going to direct you to 
a really cool online story map put together by CT DEEP where 
you can explore the results for yourself.  

The story map is actually an interactive website that 
includes information and maps such as an RBV Program 
Overview; statewide volunteer monitoring results dating from 
1999 through 2016; distribution maps of the “most wanted” 
taxa (aka “good bugs”); site photos; a list of current coordinators 
and participating organizations; and much more!  Check it out 
today!  https://tinyurl.com/RBVStoryMap 

Fish Community Data
Ever wonder what types of fish live in our local rivers 

and streams?  Or wonder how the fish community might 
be changing over time?  Well, thanks to a really great effort 
between CT DEEP and UCONN’s Center for Land Use 
Education and Research, you can now access fish community 
survey data statewide!  Using the online interactive map 
hosted on the Connecticut Environemntal Condtions 
Online (CT ECO) portal, you are able to find out where 
CT DEEP collects its samples and what types of fish were 
observed each time they visited the site. There are several 
locations with the Pomperaug Watershed including  ones on 
the Pomperaug, Nonnewaug, and Weekeepeemee Rivers as 
well as smaller tributaries like Sprain Brook, Wood Creek, 
Lewis Atwood Brook, and Bullet Hill Brook. Check it out!  
http://cteco-web1.grove.ad.uconn.edu/projects/fish/index.htm

neW!  statewide river data now available through online interactive maps

Celebrate trails day Weekend with PrWC
Connecticut Trails Day Weekend will be here soon and, in 

celebration, the Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition will lead 
an outing to Nonnewaug Falls on Sunday June 4 at 12:30 PM.

  Join PRWC for a leisurely paced nature walk along the edge 
of a farm field, up a moderate hill, over uneven terrain and into 
a well-wooded area that surrounds the beautiful and culturally 
significant waterfalls.

 Participants are invited to bring their own lunch to eat at the 
edge of the falls while learning about the historical and modern 
day importance of this site.  Highlights include discussion about 
the native tribe after which the Nonnewaug River is named. Guests 
will learn about the role the Nonnewaug River has in supplying 
a portion of the community with their drinking water as well 
as supporting the downstream flows of the Pompearug River. 
Points of interest on the hike include the large oak “Treaty Trees”  
(c. 1700) and the plaque dedicated to Cheif Nonnewaug.

Participants should bring lunch, water, wear sturdy shoes, be prepared for nuisance bugs and be aware of slippery surfaces and 
steep slopes near the falls.  Participants are encouraged to pre-register by calling 203-263-0076 or emailing outreach@pomperaug.org.   
Due to limited parking at the trail head, participants should plan to meet in the parking lot of the Woodbury Senior Center located at  
281 Main Street South. 

This hike will mark the first in a series of hikes slated for this summer as part of a new “River Ramblers” program where we will 
invite the community to join us in exploring a variety of trails near our rivers and streams.  Visit our website for announcementss 
regarding dates and locations.  
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main stage
Kristen Graves l The Wool Hats String Band 

Maia Dobbs l  The Dr. Steve Band 
Raffle for the River Drawing & More!

Food truCKs 
G-Monkey l Fryborg l Tipsy Cones 

Chet’s Italian Ice l Pizza to the People 
Sonny’s Grinders l Raw Youniverse l The Lucky Dog

The Farm Truck (Winvian) l Keifer’s Kettle Korn

100+ vendors & eXhiBitors 
Local Artisans l Farmers & Growers 

Nonprofit Organizations l Wellness Practictioners 
Landscapers & Arborists l Home Energy Solutions

Home Improvement Services l & More

earth-FriendlY aCtivities
Live Birds of Prey Presentation by Audubon Sharon 

Yoga with Flow to Fit Yoga  
Hoola Hooping with Bring the Hoopla 

Arts & Crafts Tent by The Golden Button 
Various Nature Walks along the Pomperaug River

 
thanK You to our sPonsors!

heritage village/Connecticut Water Company
Aquarion Water Company 

New Morning Market 
O & G Industries

Ion Bank l Giuliano Richardson & Sfara LLC 
Milone & MacBroom, Inc. l Carole Peck 

Secor Cassidy, McPartland P.C.  
Southbury Village Square LLC  

Timex Group USA l USA Hauling 
Civil 1 l Class Cycles l Daffodil Hill Growers 

Dan Caron l The Farm/Woodbury Sugar Shed 

Gager, Emerson, Rickart, Bower & Scalzo, LLP 
L.L. Bean l Natural Awakeings l  Pine Meadow Gardens

Newtown Savings Bank l Waterbury Hospital


