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Stephen Hurst is the founder, director, president and CEO of Savant HWP, Inc.  

Founded in 2009, Savant develops pharmaceutical products that improve health, 

maintain wellness and prevent disease. Savant is focused on developing new 

medicines in addiction medicine, smoking cessation and neglected diseases like leishmaniasis and Chagas 

disease that are emerging in the U.S. population and endemic in other parts of the world.  Steve has more than 

thirty years’ experience in the biopharmaceutical industry and has contributed to the success of numerous 

complex and challenging healthcare projects. Prior to Savant, Steve was the Chief Business Officer at The 

Immune Tolerance Institute, an affiliated program of UCSF (2007-2011) that continues to discover and develop 

immune biomarkers. As a consultant to The World Bank and BIO Ventures for Global Health (2005-2010) he 

helped establish an innovative funding mechanism for pneumococcal vaccines for the developing world 

(PneumoAMC). As founder, director, president & CEO of Sequential, Inc., (2002-2004) his team acquired and 

developed a clinical-stage oncology drug for the treatment of multi-drug resistance. While at Inhale Therapeutic 

Systems, Inc., (now Nektar Therapeutics, Inc.) (1994-2002) he held several senior executive positions, including 

executive vice president, general counsel and secretary, interim senior vice president of Operations, vice 

president of Intellectual Property and Licensing and head of Business Development and helped the company 

grow to over 700 employees, raising more than $700 million in investment capital and generating revenues in 

excess of $100 million annually. Steve received his BS from the College of Natural Resources, UC Berkeley in 

1978 and his JD from Golden Gate University, School of Law in 1984. Steve is the chair of the Dean’s Advisory 

Board of the College of Natural Resources, UC Berkeley and serves on the industry advisory board for the 

Center for Emerging and Neglected Diseases at UC Berkeley. 


