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Making a Difference
A couple weeks back, we celebrated our “Lessons and Carols” service on the Sunday after Christmas. Technically, this Sunday is
known as the “First Sunday” in the Christmas season, which, as the
old song tells us, lasts for 12 days (until Epiphany). So Christmas was
still very much in the air as we sang favorite carols, and heard the
lessons of scripture from Genesis to Luke, lessons about how God
creates and recreates, making and keeping promises to make all
things new. At the end of the service, in the Time for All Ages, I
challenged the children to look for ways that God is making a difference in their lives. In the new year, I hope that they (and folks of all
ages!) will notice the little and big ways in which God is at work,
creating and recreating the world.

It was really a blessing to share my first Christmas here at
Union with all of you, as well as all of the extended families and other visitors we welcomed into our sanctuary on Christmas Eve. The
candlelit service was an inspiring time together, with full pews and
even fuller hearts. Afterwards, many people shared the same sentiment with me: “wouldn’t it be wonderful if the church was filled like
this on Sunday?”
Christmas Eve was a beautiful reminder that being in
church—lighting candles, singing carols, hearing the message of
Good News together with friends and neighbors and strangers—
that is still something special and important. It’s something we want
to share, as Jesus called us to do (Matthew 5:16); but it always
seems like there are fewer and fewer to share with.
Perhaps it is simply that being a part of a congregation, participating regularly in worship, just doesn’t make a difference in people’s lives the way it once did. There are so many other community
programs and events to attend; people work so much, or are committed to being with their families. Where, in these tumultuous
times, does one find the time to give to a church: to God and to our
neighbors? And what difference does it make to spend that hour on
Sunday morning in the Church by the Park? (cont’d on next page)
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I remain convinced that it does make a difference in people’s lives to be a part of this caring community. And I also know that this church makes a difference in our neighbors lives, too. It’s the reason people
still come when they can; the reason children are still being baptized, why people call when they are in need
of help, or when they are sick or grieving. Being the Church is about making a difference—because through
the life of Christ, God enters into our world and is doing new things.
For us here at Union, this new year offers us the chance to reflect upon the successes of the past
year, as well as look ahead to how we can make a difference in this new year. But most of all, I hope we can
discern together how God is making us different as a church: giving us new life, refocusing our attention, and
opening up new possibilities. Where is the Epiphany Star leading us? Where shall we go to find and live into
the Love and Justice of Jesus? Who will we be to our neighbors in need, to our families, to one another?
I look forward to seeking the answers to these challenging questions together in 2020!

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Shepherd
Honoring Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
“I must confess that over the past few years I have been gravely disappointed
with the white moderate...who is more devoted to "order" than to justice; who prefers a negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace which is
the presence of justice; who constantly says: "I agree with you in the goal you
seek, but I cannot agree with your methods of direct action"; who paternalistically
believes he can set the timetable for another man's freedom; who lives by a mythical concept of time and who constantly advises the Negro to wait for a ‘more convenient season.’ Shallow understanding from people of good will is more frustrating than absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance
is much more bewildering than outright rejection.”

“We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are
confronted with the fierce urgency of now.”
All are invited to attend the Walpole Peace and Justice Group’s candlelight vigil and observance of MLK Day on January 20th. The Candlelight vigil will take place on Walpole Common at 6:30 pm, followed by readings, songs, and reflections on Dr. King’s legacy from civic
leaders, pastors, and community members at United Church (30 Common Street) at 7 pm.

January Food Pantry Donations

Prayer Requests

Canned

Contact Pam Doty (508-660-1063,

soups, veg-

alan.doty@comcast.net) if you are

etables,

in need of prayer, or know some-

broth, milk,

one who is. Our Prayer Circle

meat, fish

prays for our members and their requests each day
at between 7-8 am.

From our Files, January, 1960

Welcome New Members!
On December 8th, we welcomed 3 new members into
our church family.

Joanne Every joined Union after visiting for a few
weeks this fall. Joanne lives in Norwood, and grew up
in Connecticut. She has two adult children who live in
Massachusetts, and was a longtime member of First
Congregational in Randolph,.

Aaron and Whitney Shepherd —well, you
know who they are! Along with Brady and Jett, Aaron
and Whitney are happy to announce that their family
will be growing by one with a new baby due in June
2020! Whitney is also looking forward to joining the
Christian Education committee and continuing to consult on renovations and improvements to the church
nursery and Sunday school area.

Walpole Multi-Church Youth Group
On January 12th at 5 pm, our youth group will re-launch for the
second half of the program year with big and exciting plans for
2020! During the fall, we averaged around a dozen youth each week,
with a handful from each of the four participating churches (Union,
United Church in Walpole, South Walpole Methodist, and Epiphany
Parish) plus a few of their friends. Each week, the youth gathered to
do fun activities together, spend time in prayer, do service projects,
and figure out what it means to be a “youth group” together.
Leadership during the Fall was provided by the pastors of the four
churches on a rotating basis, as well as volunteer youth lay ministers
Tommy Helm (Epiphany) and Ryan Bringhurst (United).
There are two big things the youth group has planned for the coming year. First, at least 8 youths have expressed interest in
participating in a mission trip to Puerto Rico July 11-18, 2020. There will be an informational meeting about that trip, and the
fundraising needed to make it happen, after youth group on January 12th at 6:15 pm.
The other big news is that Epiphany Church has offered to let the Youth Group take over a vacant space in one of their buildings
as a permanent home for our multi-church youth initiative in the coming years. The space had previously been used for Sunday
school and youth group, but has been vacant for some time, and is in need of some renovation. At a gathering in December, the
youth voted to take on the project of cleaning up, repainting, and making that space their own. Getting this project off the
ground may require additional fundraising efforts. Anyone looking to donate media equipment and/or furniture that is in good
used condition, please contact Pastor Shepherd.

ANNUAL MEETING: JANUARY 26TH
This year’s annual meeting of the congregation will take place on January 26th after
worship in Herbert Harrison Hall, and will include a luncheon for our whole church
family! Members, friends, and newcomers are all invited to come and partake in the
meal together, and find out what happens at Annual Meeting. There will also be activities for kids and childcare available during the meeting so that parents can participate
as well!

Committee Chairs should submit annual
reports for their committees to Beverly in
the Church Office no later than January
10th, to allow time for preparing and
printing the report.

January 5

Tushar Misra

January 19

Horace Thayer

January 8

Elliana Damaso

January 22

Nancy Farris

January 12

Margie Shirosky

January 27

Hannah Feeley

January 14

Ken Farris
Mary Thayer

January 6

Karen & Tushar Misra

