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Pastor’s Message: Let’s Be Good Neighbors
On February 1st, the leaders of our church gathered in Herbert
Harrison Hall for a few hours for fellowship, Bible study, and planning
for the year ahead in our church. We looked together at a story from
the Gospel of John about Jesus meeting a Samaritan woman at a well
after a long journey (4:1-30). Despite the fact that he was a Jew, and she
was a Samaritan, Jesus asked her for a drink of water, and then offered
her the “Living Water” of the Gospel. A couple things stood out in our
study: first, Jesus didn’t say ‘please’ when he asked for his drink of water (not very polite!); second, when the disciples returned to find Jesus
at the well, “they were astonished that he was speaking with a woman” (v. 27). Why, we wondered together, were they astonished?
Sometimes, like the disciples, we write people off just a little too easily.
When we act callously or rudely, it is almost like we are saying by our
actions, “you don’t matter to me; you’re not important.” But we
should not be astonished that Christ calls us to push beyond that sense
of disregard. The truth is, we are all in need of care and love.
Fred Rogers (better known as “Mr. Rogers”) spent a career on children’s television preaching this message. He was, in fact, ordained as a
Presbyterian Minister to the work of making Mister Roger’s Neighborhood—a televangelist, but not the kind that seeks fame and fortune. His
calling was to teach children (and the adults who overhear his program)
how to be a good neighbor. Once, he said “All of us, at some time or
other, need help. Whether we’re giving or receiving help, each one of
us has something valuable to bring to this world. That’s one of the
things that connects us as neighbors—in our own way, each one of us
is a giver and a receiver.”
Our committee members and officers agreed at our Leadership Retreat
that in 2020, our church would fulfill our vision of “Loving and Serving
All on Life’s Journey” by making more of an effort to connect with our
neighbors: learning who they are, and how we as a church can be
“good neighbors.” So let’s talk about it; pray on it; and discern ways
that we, like Jesus at the well, can act on it, together.
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Breaking Bread
Will be hosted by Union Congregational on
February 24th. There is a sign-up sheet
posted if you would like to volunteer your
time or would like to donate food items.
The meal is Mission Chicken.

Pancake Breakfast

Rummage Sale
We are collecting donations for the
Rummage Sale, which will be held on Saturday, April 4th 9am-1pm. Donations are
being stored on the stage in HHH until the
sale. Mark your calendars to help setup on
Friday, April 3rd!

February Pantry Donations

Please join us for a pancake breakfast,
Sunday, March 15th, 8:30-9:30 a.m. It
will be held at United Methodist
Church.
All proceeds will help fund our mission
trip this July, so please come and enjoy
delicious pancakes!

Prayer Requests

Coffee
Tea
Dry Milk
100% Juice

Contact Pam Doty (508-660-1063, alan.doty@comcast.net)
if you are in need of prayer, or know someone who is. Our
Prayer Circle prays for our members and their requests
each day between 7-8 am.

Now is the time to think about signing up
to experience a week of service and fun in
Maine. The trip is scheduled for the week
of July 12th through the 18th and includes
folks from South Walpole United Methodist Church as well. The group will leave
after church on Sunday, July 12th. During the week, work will be assigned by the
level of experience and skill.
United Methodist Economic Ministry in
Strong, ME, is our host and provides comfortable living and dining areas. Each person going is asked to donate $50 toward
expenses, and as part of the mission we
pledge $200 per person for materials and
job expenses.
There will be several ways to raise these
funds including the Chowdah to Go, pancake breakfast, rummage sale and a yard
sale in June.
For more information, please speak to
Barb Maiewski, Nancy Farris or any person who has been on the trip over the past
several years.

Lenten Chowdah to Go
Chowdah to Go will be Friday, February 28th, 5-6:30 p.m. and Sunday,
March 1st, from 11:15 a.m. until noon.

Pre-ordering is suggested. There are
order forms on the bulletin board in
HHH lobby. The cost is $5. Please
leave the forms on the office desk or in
the office’s white mailbox.
Please note the kitchen is reserved on
Friday, February 28th, noon until 7:00
p.m.

Ladies Night Out
We had such a good time last month we’re doing it again, for no other reason than to
get out of the house and enjoy good company. All our welcome.
If you’d like to go, save the date for Tuesday, February 18th, at 6:30 p.m., The 204, East
Walpole. Let Barb M. know if you’d like to attend: jrmaiewski@aol.com or 508-6680168 by Monday, February 17th.

100th Anniversary Celebration
This year marks the 100th anniversary of
women’s suffrage. It seems surreal women have only been free to enter the voting
booth since 1920.
The Walpole, Westwood, and Dedham
League of Women Voters invites you to
celebrate this achievement with dinner
and a speaker at Conrad’s in Walpole on
February 25, with dinner at 6:00 p.m. and
Barbara Berenson, author of Massachusetts in the Woman Suffrage Movement:
Revolutionary Reformers being the keynote speaker at 7:30 p.m..
To reserve a spot for dinner, send a check
($24) to Virginia Fettig, 234 Baker Street,
Walpole, 02081, by February 18. Speak to
Nancy Farris if you would like to carpool
508-668-6612.

Super Saturday March 14th
This spring Super Saturday will be held at
Minnechaug Regional High School in
Wilbraham, MA, starting at 9:00 a.m.
Last fall, five members went to Super
Saturday held in Framingham and came
back with several good ideas to enhance
life at our church.
The day offers a continental breakfast,
keynote speaker, lunch options and a
myriad of workshops, along with a wonderful marketplace. Please consider being a part of a representative group attending this informative day.
If we send a group of five, the cost drops
ten dollars to $49 for each attendee. In
the fall, the church subsidized each person $10 so total cost would be $39.

If you are interested, please contact Bev
in the office. Deadline for registering as
a church has been set for February 23.

DEACONS CALLED TO SERVE
The word deacon means servant. The deacons are the spiritual lay leaders of the local church.
The biblical role of the deacons is to take care of the physical and logistic needs of the church.
One of the most visible duties of the deacons is to assist the pastor in serving communion and
preparing the elements. But deacons also support and assist in the ministries of the church in
many other ways.
Our deacons maintain a care list of every member in the church. This allows us to communicate
with members to check on their spiritual well being. Deacons are ready to make home or hospital visits as needed or as asked. Visits are to provide support to those who are in a period of trial and tribulation. It is a joy and a privilege to serve in this ministry of care; no one in the congregation should feel shy about calling on their deacon in a time of need!
The Bible focuses on the quality of character of deacons that should feature being kind, ethical,
social, a person of faith, prayerful, and patient. (1 Timothy 3:8-12) Since we are a congregation
of followers of Jesus Christ and seek to be Christ like, these are also qualities that we all should
seek to embody. We should remember that even though we have a pastor who possess professional skills and gifts as a shepherd of people, we are all called to be ministers who carry out
God’s will for the church and community.
By Lewis Howes , Deacon
A Letter from our Sponsored Child, Latonza
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Winter Weather Cancellation Policy
In the event of severe winter weather, Sunday worship will be
cancelled. The decision to cancel Sunday worship will be made if
the church is deemed to be inaccessible by the chair of the Diaconate and Pastor Shepherd, in consultation with the Prudential
committee. At that point, the cancellation will be announced in a
church-wide e-mail, on social media and the church website, and
by phone calls from deacons to members and friends of the
church on their care lists. We will endeavor to provide notice of
cancellation as far in advance of church as possible. Always use
your own discretion in deciding whether to come to church when
winter weather makes doing so hazardous.

