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Slowing Down
It’s hard to believe that the Advent season is already upon
us! Christmas carols are on the radio; the shopping season has begun. And just as things begin to get hectic, he first winter snow
storm has blanketed the area with snow, slowing everything down.
I grew up in the Willamette Valley in Oregon, a region that
experiences mild winters by comparison to New England. Winter in
Oregon typically means about 7-9 months of dark, rainy days, with
temperatures hovering in the mid-40s or low-50s. That meant that
snow was rare; school would be cancelled if there was just an inch
or so on the ground, even if it was melted by the afternoon. I relished those days, when there was no work to be done and the entire day could be devoted to making soggy snowmen and sipping hot
cocoa. The same was true after I moved to Atlanta; even the hint of
snow would cause the university and most businesses in town to
shut down for the day.
But no more! My first New England snow storm was a rude
awakening. My habitual response to seeing snow outside was to
switch off, kick up my feet, and relax, but here, that would mean
months of not doing a thing! Here, folks get up and go to work on
plowed and salted roads. Kids get used to putting on snow gear not
just for a day of fun, but to go to school. The world keeps moving,
even when the snow keeps falling.
And yet, there is the quiet beauty of a snowscape that simply
cannot be ignored. The sounds of everyday life are muted; shapes
and colors are all blended into one. A snowstorm is a lot like prayer:
it is a time to slow everything down, to contemplate the ties that
bind us, and to be warmed from within by the presence of light and
life, against the coldness and the darkness of the world. I pray that
during this Advent season, we can all make time for stillness and
prayer, slowing down from time to time to simply marvel at the
marvelous, to wonder at the wondrous, and to be joyful in the love
of Christ that is born anew each Christmas.
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Children’s International Sponsor Child
Union has sponsored children in the CI program for many years. Currently we
sponsor a girl named Latonza from Little Rock, AK. She turned 13 in August
and is in seventh grade. Her favorite subjects are reading and music. She likes
to draw, paint and participate in cheerleading.
There are 2,200 children involved in CI programs in Little Rock. Some benefits
of CI are tutoring, homework help with access to a computer lab, dental screenings and treatment, learning about healthy lifestyles including (healthier) cooking lessons, summer camps and more.

Photo Directory

Fall Clean Up

Thanks to everyone who came on
Prudential would like to thank those who stayed after
church on Sunday, November 17. With the help of
the Boy Scouts, we were able to tackle all the leaves
at the church and parsonage.

for our new Church directory!
If you weren’t able to participate,
but still would like to be included,

Other members were able to clean surfaces in the

please let Bev in the office know, so

Narthex, Sanctuary and HHH entry way in

that we can consider scheduling a

preparation for the holiday season.
Other tasks related to closets and inside maintenance
will be started in the near future.

Nov. 25 to have their portraits made

“make-up” session. You can also
contact Lifetouch at (866)756-0281
to schedule a photo session at a
nearby location.

December Food Pantry Donations
Cookies
Canned
Fruit

Prayer Requests
Contact Pam Doty (508-660-1063,
alan.doty@comcast.net) if you are
in need of prayer, or know someone who is. Our Prayer Circle

Cake Mix

prays for our members and their requests each day

Pudding

at between 7-8 am.

From our Files

City Mission Christmas Shop
Choose an ornament from the giving tree and
bring your unwrapped gift by Sunday, December
8th, so it can be taken to Winchester on that
day.
Bins for donations are located in the hallway
near the Sunday School classrooms. Please
leave gift cards in the office.
Anyone interested in volunteering to make the
trip to Winchester FCC and sort gifts on Sunday, Dec. 8th should contact Christine Bemko
(cbinspired@gmail.com).

Breaking Bread
Union is hosting Breaking Bread on
December 16th. Requests for food and help
are posted in the church lobby. Thanks!

Thank You to All Who Pledged!
We wrapped up our initial stewardship campaign
to meet our 2020 budget with Stewardship Sunday
on November 24. Thank you to everyone who put
in their pledges of time, talent, and treasure!
For those who are still considering their pledges
for the coming year, you can send in your pledge
card to the church office, or deposit it in the offering plate on Sunday.
This week, you will be receiving more information
in a brochure about our 2020 budget, and some of
the wonderful plans we have for the coming year!

December, 1979

A Message from the Prudential Committee
Prudential gave a financial update to the congregation after the church service on October 27 th. Rich Keen, speaking on behalf
of the Prudential Committee, started the talk with a reminder that communication is the life blood of any organization and that
Prudential is trying to do much more of that this year. Mention was made of all the positive events and outcomes that have
taken place in 2019. The list is substantial and is a testament to what can be accomplished when the church is energized and
focused on its chosen initiatives. We may be small but when desire, talent and commitment are focused on our issues good outcomes can be achieved.
Every member of the congregation played a role in these positive accomplishments. As Prudential worked toward a budget
deficit resolution it became clear that the composition of the 2019 budget didn’t favor a clear success and we were not able to
make real progress in moving the deficit needle more in our flavor. But in retrospect given all the positive energy and involvement brought to bear on this year’s issues, 2019 is turning out to be a huge success in the life of our church. Prudential wants
to know: how can we build on this success? Let’s put our energy and money where it might bring us more success.

Special Services and Events
New events are coming to help enrich the Advent season!
On December 14th, we will host an event for
younger children (toddlers to elementary) in
which we will share the story of Christmas,
along with arts and crafts time. (Volunteers
to help with crafts, snacks, or just having fun
with the kids should contact Pastor Shepherd).
On December 18th, we will hold a special
“Blue Christmas” service in the evening. This
service is especially for those who are grieving during the holiday season. It will provide
a time for prayer, contemplation, and stillness in the midst of the hectic preparation for
Christmas, and a time to acknowledge feelings of sorrow, grief, isolation, and anxiety,
and to offer these up to God in prayer.

2

Noah, Emerson & Benjamin Kerns

11

Ken Myers

16

Peter Gearty, Jr.

24

Chuck Grant
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Andrea Doolan
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Patricia Howes

Calling all Carolers!
On December 15th, we will gather at
the church at 4:00 pm to assemble our
Chorus of Carolers! At about 4:30, we
will carpool in groups to visit some of
our shut-in members and spread some
Christmas cheer. Afterwards, there’ll
be a Cookie Swap and Christmas Party
at the Parsonage that everyone is invited to attend! Bring a batch of cookies to
swap, and enjoy some fun and fellowship together. (The party will begin
around 7 pm).

