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The conflict between Israel and Palestine influences not only the Middle East region but the entire world.
Many initiatives have been undertaken during the years to bring peace, give hope and alleviate the suffering
of the people in conflict zones. However, even if political solutions are important, they are not effective if
there is not trust and reconciliation among the population. Sport is an extremely powerful element to bring
young people together, to help them create harmony and bring down the barriers of diversity. This project
wishes to be a support in creating the conditions necessary to constitute a platform of reconciliation and
education towards young people through football.

The idea was born years ago, more precisely in 2008, following a meeting with the Palestinian Minister
of Sport, Abu Dagga and, successively with the Israeli Minister of Sport, Majadle. The suggestion was that
an international NGO could create a meeting point in a neutral zone between Israel e-Palestine. Proposals
supporting this initiative also came from Jordan, in particular, to help in the training of Israeli and Palestinian
referees. How can football contribute to the construction of peace?

® |t educates about the real sense of sport — football helps young people to develop values of team
work and fair-play. It promotes wellbeing — football promotes a healthy mind and body and helps to
develop positive physical strength.
It gives a positive direction to young people — football brings joy and inspiration and channels the
energy of young people towards positive goals.
It resolves conflicts and prevents violence — football gives young Israeli and Palestinians an
opportunity to get to know each other as future leaders of their respective nations.

However, a favourable neutral environment is necessary in order that this very process of reconciliation
through sport can begin. ltaly is viewed both by Israel and Palestine as a favourable nation, a meeting
ground without prejudices and non-partisan.

This project is inserted in the framework of peace initiatives in the Middle East and as such, will have great
prominence in the scope of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations.




Goals of the Project:

To bring mixed youth teams (Israeli-Palestinian) — starting with under-13, under-15 and under-17 - to play
friendly football matches with their Italian counterparts.

To allow young people to meet each other and create team spirit and friendship in freedom (a very complex

aspect to bring about today in Israel and Palestine).

To give young people a special occasion, an emotionally unigue moment: a meeting with the great Italian
football tradition and, compatibly with the sporting commitments, with important reference figures: football
heroes of the past and present.

To continue visit and exchange projects between football teams and trainers supporting Football for Peace,
as international support for the realization of a platform for peace in the Middle East through football:

® The diffusion of the project in football sports centres for young people of all the parties in conflict
® The support of their respective prerogatives
® The construction of an environment for the formation of a club composed of Israelis and Palestinians.

Messages from the children who visited the UN Campus in Turin

Abed Elmagid:

T was redlly gratetul and astonished for being dble bo parkicipate in this delegation. Tk gave me d feeling of joy dind happi-
ness, thak T could meek some wondertul people #rom my neighbourhood, thak T never had d chance to meek and become good
#riends with. T shill keep close combdek with them, this was dll due bo the delegation. T found the experience interesting

dd dm g0 grateul for bhe chdnce bo go dbroad, it was my Hirsk experience ouk of bhe country.

Moemen:
The experience ds d whole was like d beabitul dredm. T had many fedrs dnd wds dwrious dbout-the experience in the
beginning, especially being away #rom home and in dwother countiry. Buk T came to redlly enjoy mysel dind loved my time

spewk in Thaly.

Mahdi:
T was so hdppy ko receive dw iwvikakion to parkicipake in bhis once in d litekime rip, T was so gratetul o be able to ravel
with my parenks dbrodd, buk more grakeful bo be d park of bhis wondertul delegation. Had I wok been there, T couldwk have

mek some wonderbul new Hriends drom the Jewish communily of Atuld, and T regularly keep comtdck with them.

Ahmad;:

This experience dbrodd wds so great T will remember for yedrs bo come. We pldyed so much ookpall T couldwhhave been
happier. The Thdlidns redlly respecked us dll dnd it veally let d $eeling of acceptance and grakitude and I wds so very
impressed. We travelled the counry, dnd visited mdwy impressive dind imporkant pldces in Thaly. The feeling T had, having
the opportunily to parkicipabe in d footbdll game with Juvenbus, wds of overwhelming gratitude. Such an dmazing experi-
ence! T bry my besklo sty in touch with the other children whe parkicipated #rom Adtuld.

Mohammad:

T redlly appreciate and thank all the people who could help in giving us and especidlly me the chance bo parkicipate in bhis
libe. chuging delegation. T 4eel bhe program ds d whole was speckdeuldr, dind veally hope that-there will be many more
opportunities bo parkicipate in ackivities like this in fbure, bobh for myselt and mdny others.
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Ward:
T vedlly enjoyed my Hime spent with the wondertul people in his delegation, and made some wondertul new Hriends. We
visited many pldces all deross Thaly thak held greak imporkance ko dll of us. T shill shay in conbdek with the children in

Adtuld dind hold them. iw high regdrd.

Abdallah:

This delegation that T could be d park of wds splendid. T dm redlly so gratedul bo the orgduisers and those i positions of
vesponsibiliby, +or giving dll of us his wondertul opporbunidy. T liked dll bhe ackivities we could parkicipate in, buk T really
enjoyed the Hime we could spend playing dootball. T really came ko appreciate the children rom Aduld and keep in contack
with them.

Din:

T really wj«yw\ s;wdiv\‘j time bo play wikh dll of-bhe various groups deross Thaly. I found i+ exciking and enjoyable bo visit
the ditterent places, parkiculdrly d museum for cdrs. T had the opporkumiby ko ledrin d lok o new things, bk dbove dll dbout
Hhe orgawisation of UNICRT. Ths an experience T will wever forget.

Shahar:
What T liked mosk during this brip to Thaly, were the wonderbul sites we were dble o visik, the buildings, the sculphures, T
liked them so much. T veally enjoyed he time spenk with the children playing 4ootbdll. Playing with the Thlidns gave me d

feeling of overwhelming joy. And to be togebher with the Jewish dind Avdb children wds d very nice experience.

Menachem:
T am so eherndlly graketul ko the organisers dind fo UNICRT 4or bhe wondertul opporkuniby bo be dble to parkicipake in such

dw imporkant delegabion such ds this one. Withouk these wondertul orgamisakions T would wever have been dble o parkicipate.

Tk was such d wonderbul experience bo visit-the pldees of Thaly, parkienlarly Juvembus and Torimo let me with d happy
feeling. .

Minoy:
This experience T received wds thak of once i g lifelime. Tk was the very Firsktime Thad been offered o play on d redl
libe foobball pikch, and was so graketul ko be able ko wakch d professiondl game abrodd and in the Hesh. The hime T gokbo

spend togebher pldying in Juvewhus and Torino wds mdgniticent, dnd d time T will veally never forgek-

El Roei:

Like all my driemds T enjoy wakching bop ledgue fookbdll games. Tk wds dw experience of d once i d life Hime. T dlso
enjoyed pldying with the local Thdlidn childrem #rom those games. T emjoy the drk in the museums we visited. T would like
to show my deep gratitude or dll the people thak help bhis deep experience happem. I persondlly feel honoured to participate

i d delegakion thak only few pesple could have joined. Thank you!

Sahar:

T would like 4o show my grakibude 4or opening 4or us the door 4or such d specidl experience. T would like to bawk dll the
people that made this happens, bo dll the people who donaled Hheir time, money, enthusiasm, determination and heark. T love
Thaly







