


THE BEGINING

THANK YOU FOR PURCHASING A CHRIS
CLEMES SPLIT CANE FLY ROD.

CONSIDERABLE TIME, CARE AND EXPERI-
ENCE HAVE GONE INTO THE MAKING OF
EACH OR OUR HAND CRAFTED RODS EN-
SURING THAT THEY WILL LAST FOR GEN-
ERATIONS TO COME

BAMBOO AS A NATURAL MATERIAL IS UN-
PARALLELED IN ITS STRENGTH AND RESIL-
IENCE YET UNFORTUNATELY NO MATTER
HOW WELL MADE A ROD IS OR THE QUAL-
ITY OF COMPONENTS USED ARE IF NOT
CARED FOR CORRECTLY IT MAY WEAKEN
OR BECOME DAMAGED.

TO AVOID THIS FRUSTRATION PLEASE FOL-
LOW THESE GUIDELINES AND SUGGES-
TIONS FOR CARING FOR YOUR FLY ROD.



ASSEMBLY

BEFORE ASSEMBLING YOUR ROD INSPECT
EACH SECTIONS FERRULE FOR DUST
WHICH MAY HAVE ACCUMULATED WHILST
IN STORAGE AND IF NECESSARY CLEAN
THEM, THIS WILL PREVENT THE FERRULES
FROM BECOMING LOCKED TOGETHER.

OCCASIONALLY IT MAY BE NECESSARY TO
USE A COTTON SWAB LIGHTLY DIPPED IN
ALCOHOL TO CLEAN THE INTERNAL
FEMALE FERRULE SECTION BUT MAKE
CERTAIN THAT THE ENTIRE INSIDE AREA IS
COMPLETELY DRY BEFORE ASSEMBLY.

IF PROVIDED WITH THEM AND FISHING
ON CONSECUTIVE DAYS IT MAY BE WORTH
ROTATING THE ROD TIPS, EACH OF THE
TIP SECTIONS WHICH COME WITH A
CHRIS CLEMES ROD CAN BE DIFFERENTI-
ATED BY THE WRAPPINGS LOCATED
NEAREST THE MALE FERRULES.




TO ASSEMBLE THE ROD BEGIN BY PLACING
THE FEMALE FERRULE INTO MALE, WHILST
KEEPING YOUR HANDS CLOSE TOGETHER
APPLY PRESSURE IN A STRAIGHT LINE UN-
TIL THEY ARE A SNUG FIT.

NEVER SLIDE THE SECTIONS TOGETH-
ER WHILST HOLDING THE ROD GUIDES
AS THIS CAN WEAKEN THEIR WRAPPINGS
AND ALIGNMENT.

FOLLOW THESE STEPS TO ASSEMBLE YOUR
ROD CORRECTLY —

1.  WIPE OFF THE MALE FERRULE TO RE-
MOVE ALL DUST AND DEBRIS.

2. PLACE THE MALE FERRULE APPROXI-
MATELY HALFWAY INTO THE FEMALE SEC-
TION AND THEN SIGHT DOWN THE ROD
TO SEE IF THE GUIDES ARE ALL IN LINE.

3. COMPLETE ASSEMBLY BY SLIDING THE
FERRULES IN A STRAIGHT LINE UNTIL
THEY FIT SNUGLY TOGETHER



4. 1F YOU HAPPEN TO HAVE A THREE
PIECE ROD, ALWAYS BEGIN THE ASSEM-
BLY BY STARTING WITH THE SMALLEST
SECTION FIRST, I.LE. TIP TO THE MID SEC-
TION, MID TO BUTT SECTION.

5. MAKE SURE THAT THE SECTIONS ARE
IN ALIGNMENT BY SIGHTING THROUGH
THE GUIDES.

6. SHOULD THE ROD APPEAR TO BE
MISALIGNED TAKE IT APART USING THE
METHODS STATED BELOW IN DISASSEM-
BLY AND RE-ASSEMBLE IT UNTIL YOU ARE
SATISFIED THAT THE ROD SECTIONS AND
GUIDES ARE ALIGNED.

7. DURING ASSEMBLY SHOULD YOU
FEEL THAT A FERRULE IS LOOSE DO NOT
USE THE ROD UNTIL THE PROBLEM HAS
BEEN RESOLVED.




ALWAYS APPLY FORCE IN A STRAIGHT LINE.

ON THE WATER

ALL SPLIT CANE FLY RODS ARE PRONE

TO OCCASIONALLY ADOPTING A SLIGHT
SWEEP OR WARPED APPEARANCE ALSO RE-
FERRED TO AS A “SET”.

THIS CAN BE CAUSED BY FIGHTING A FISH
INCORRECTLY ALSO KNOWN AS A “FIGHT-
ING SET’



WHEN PLAYING A FISH THERE ARE TWO
POINTS TO CONSIDER TO AVOID A “FIGHT-
ING SET’.

FIRSTLY, TURN THE ROD WHILST PLAYING
A GOOD SIZED FISH, THIS ROTATES THE
STRAIN ON THE BAMBOO SO THAT IT IS
NOT ALWAYS APPLIED IN ONE DIRECTION.

SECONDLY, TRY AND KEEP NO MORE THAN
A 70° DEGREE ANGLE BETWEEN THE BUTT
OF THE ROD AND THE FISH.




BELOW ARE SOME IMPORTANT GUIDE-
LINES FOR WHEN YOU ARE ON THE WATER.

WHEN PREPARING TO CAST, CAREFULLY
PULL THE KNOT JOINING THE FLY LINE
AND LEADER OUT OF THE TIP RING. THIS
WILL PREVENT UNDUE STRESS AT THE TIP
OF THE ROD WHICH MAY RESULT IN A
BREAKAGE NEAR THE TIP RING.

SHOULD YOU HAPPEN TO SNAG YOUR
FLY ON THE BACK CAST OR IT BECOMES
SNAGGED IN THE STREAM, DO NOT YANK
THE ROD TIP IN AN ATTEMPT TO DIS-
LODGE IT. IF YOU ARE ABLE ATTEMPT TO
CAREFULLY WADE TO THE FLY OR REACH
AND DISLODGE IT, IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO
REACH THE FLY, THEN POINT THE ROD
STRAIGHT DOWN THE LINE AT THE OB-
STRUCTION AND GENTLY PULL ON THE
LINE USING YOUR FREE HAND.

IT IS BETTER TO LOSE A FLY OR TIPPET
THAN CAUSE DAMAGE TO YOUR ROD.



ALWAYS REST THE ROD AT AN ANGLED PO-
SITION AGAINST AN OBJECT (TREE LIMB
OR BRANCH, ETC.) WHICH SUPPORTS IT
FROM AS NEAR TO THE CENTER OF THE

RODS AXIS. THIS WILL GUARD BREAKAGES
AND SETS.




IN THE EVENT THAT YOUR LINE BECOMES
TWISTED AROUND THE TIP SECTION OR
YOUR LEADER KNOT BECOMES JAMMED
IN THE TIP RING STOP AND CLEAR THE
PROBLEM BEFORE PULLING ON THE LINE
OR LEADER.

ALWAYS USE THE ‘KEEPER’ RING TO STORE
FLIES AND NOT THE CORK HANDLE.

SHOULD YOU NEED TO SET YOUR ROD
DOWN FOR ANY LENGTHY PERIOD PLEASE
ALLOW IT TO REST IN AN ANGLED POSI-
TION AGAINST AN OBJECT (TREE LIMB OR
BRANCH, ETC.) WHICH SUPPORTS IT FROM
AS NEAR TO THE CENTER OF THE RODS
AXIS AS POSSIBLE AND NEVER STORE THE
ROD UNDER TENSION.



DISASSEMBLY

DISASSEMBLE THE ROD AFTER USE AND
NEVER LEAVE THE ROD ASSEMBLED OVER-
NIGHT. WHEN DISASSEMBLING THE ROD
ALWAYS USE A STRAIGHT, IN-LINE PRES-
SURE AND REMEMBER TO NEVER TWIST
THE BAMBOO WHEN THE FERRULES ARE
ENGAGED.

WHEN DISENGAGING THE FERRULES
IN MOST CASES YOU WILL HEAR A “POP”
SOUND.

THIS IS PERFECTLY NATURAL AS AIR ES-
CAPES FROM THE SEAL THAT WAS CREATED
WHEN THEY WERE ENGAGED.




STORAGE

AFTER FISHING WIPE DOWN THE ROD,
CORK GRIP AND FERRULES WITH A SOFT
CLOTH AND REMOVE ANY MOISTURE, NEV-
ER PUT YOUR ROD AWAY WHEN IT IS WET.
THE FERRULE PLUGS SHOULD BE INSERT-
ED BEFORE THE ROD IS PLACED BACK IN
ITS ROD BAG AND TUBE AND STORED IN A
COOL DRY PLACE.

WHEN PUTTING YOUR ROD BACK IN ITS
TUBE WE RECOMMEND MAKING A CIRCLE
WITH YOUR THUMB AND INDEX FINGER
AT THE TOP OF THE TUBE AND PASS

THE ROD AND BAG THROUGH THEM, THIS
WILL PREVENT THE GUIDES SNAGGING
AND BEING DAMAGED ON THE RIM OF
THE ROD TUBE.

IN THE EVENT THE ROD WAS EXPOSED TO
PROLONGED MOISTURE, SIMPLY TAKE THE
ROD OUT OF ITS CASE AND ALLOW IT TO
DRY IN A WARM, SAFE PLACE OVERNIGHT
OR FOR 24 HRS BEFORE FOLLOWING THE
STEPS ABOVE.



IF POSSIBLE LEAVE THE CAP OFF THE ROD
TUBE FOR A FEW DAYS AFTER FISHING AS

THE CORK HANDLE
MAY TAKE LONGER TO DRY OUT.

WIPE DOWN THE ROD, CORK GRIP AND FERRULES WITH
A SOFT CLOTH TO REMOVE ANY MOISTURE.




REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
CORK HANDLES

TO CLEAN THE HANDLE WE RECOMMEND
DISHWASHING SOAP AND WARM WATER,
ONCE THE DIRT BUILDUP HAS BEEN RE-
MOVED WIPE THE SURFACE WITH A DAMP
CLOTH. BE SURE TO REMOVE ALL REM-
NANTS OF THE SOAP OTHERWISE THIS
MAY CAUSE THE HANDLE TO DRY OUT
AND CRACK. FOR STUBBORN DIRT AND
BUILDUP WE RECOMMEND USING FINE
SANDPAPER TO DO THE JOB, BUT IS A JOB
BEST DONE BY OUR SPECIALISTS TO AVOID
DAMAGING THE CORK.

AGATE GUIDES

OCCASIONALLY RUN A PIECE OF NYLON
STOCKING THROUGH THE GUIDES ON
YOUR ROD TO SEE IF THERE ARE ANY
BURRS THAT MAY WEAR ON YOUR LINE.
IF THE NYLON SNAGS IT IS ADVISABLE TO
CONTACT THE WORKSHOPS.
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