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editor's note
For decades, the World Economic Forum has been convening world
leaders to shape global, regional, and industry agendas. If we look
back at WEF’s agenda in the past 5 years, it is clear that digitization has
become a keyframing that shapes how both the public sector and
private businesses approach their long-term strategies.
Blockchain, an emerging technology, which is at the forefront of this
global trend, has the potential to disrupt many aspects of how countries
can achieve the 17 Sustainable Development Goals adopted by all
United Nations Member States in 2015. In particular, blockchain and
other digital technologies are enabling the emergence of a new citizencentric financial system which may help to remove some key barriers in
SDGs financing.
However, in order to harness the potential of blockchain for greater
impact, especially in supporting the financing for SDGs, there are three
key challenges to overcome: 1) minimal understanding of the
technology, regulations, business models, and industrial application
roadmap; 2) lack of a compelling use cases for stakeholders, especially
ones that are risk-averse; and, 3)no one platform to identify, efficiently
communicate, and link the SDGs with the leading innovators to create
appropriate blockchain-based digital finance solutions and get them
funded.
We, at FinTech4Good, are committed to scaling up FinTech and
Blockchain-based solutions for a better world. We achieve our goals
through partnership and collaboration. We initiated a Digital Finance
Advisory Group (DF17) to support the international process and identify
tested solutions. We pre-launched a digital finance impact fund of
funds to leverage private capital to scale up tested solutions. We cofounded a Digital Finance University to enhance capacity development
on digital financing for SDGs in frontier markets. We will organize a
World Digital Finance Forum to showcase exemplary initiatives and
foster international collaboration.
This Special Issue is prepared by FinTech4Good to share our vision and
stories with global leaders during the WEF2020 in Davos. We would
also like to thank Darius Nassiry, Steven Cinelli, Antonio Potenza and
David Shedd of their useful comments in completing this Issue. We hope
you will enjoy reading it
We wish you a successful trip in Davos and happy 2020!

Xiaochen Zhang
President, FinTech4Good
Co-chair, Digital Finance Advisory Group
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BELLAGIO, ITALY

United Nations Secretary General’s
Task Force on Digital Financing of
Sustainable Development Goals
held an expert offsite meeting in
Bellagio, Italy.

CDF17 SUPPORT THE
INTERNATIONAL PROCESS TO SCALE
UP DIGITAL FINANCE TO SOLVE THE
WORLD'S BIGGEST PROBLEMS
On November 4th, 2019, the United
Nations Secretary General’s Task Force on
Digital Financing of Sustainable
Development Goals kicked off their 3 day
expert offsite meeting in Bellagio, Italy.
Participants included:
Anir Chowdhury, Policy Advisor, a2i
Program of the Government of
Bangladesh
Amandeep Gill, Project Lead,
International Digital Health & AI
Research Collaborative
Marianne Haahr, Director, Sustainable
Digital Finance Alliance
Natalie Jabangwe, CEO, Ecocash
CDF17

Judith Karl, Executive Secretary, UNCDF
Louise James, Managing Director,
Accenture
MatuMugo, Assistant Director, Bank
Supervision, Central Bank of Kenya
Julia Walker, Head of Market
Development, Risk, Asia-Pacific,
Refinitiv,
Louise Wilson, Co-founder and Joint MD,
Abundance
Xiaochen Zhang, President,
FinTech4Good
A take-away from the meeting was
effectively harnessing digitalisation can
deliver the financing needed to achieve the
WWW.DF17.ORG

CDF17 provided
digital financing for
SDGs case studies at
the UNSG Digital
Financing for SDGs
Task Force Meeting

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), but
realizing opportunities and mitigating risks
associated with digitalisation of finance
requires entrepreneurial developments and
directed action in ensuring enabling
environment.
On behalf of the CDF17, Xiaochen Zhang
shared digital financing for SDGs solutions
tested by CDF17 members. Many of the
solutions were successfully tested in China,
which has the potential to be replicated and
enhanced in other parts of the world.
DIGITAL FINANCE FOR SDGS

|

4

CDF17

DIGITAL FINANCE FOR SDGS SOLUTIONS

1

2

3

CENTRAL BANK
DIGITAL CURRENCY
FOR INCLUSIVE
FINANCE

DIGITAL NATIONAL
ID CARD

SOCIAL IMPACT
TOKEN

The digital yuan, officially called the
Digital Currency Electronic
Payment (DECP), is designed to
replace MO, the paper bill. It
provides the unbanked population
a way of electronic payment. China
is already a leader in electronic
payment with Alipay and WeChat
pay before DCEP, but both systems
still require bank accounts. DCEP
doesn’t require this. Whoever has
an electronic wallet can make the
payment, and it’s not even
necessary for the wallets to be
online during the payment.
Because all the electronic
payments are traceable on
blockchain, it’s easier to prevent
fake bills and money laundering.

China issued digital versions of
the national ID card as an
alternative to the physical cards
in use. The project is backed by
the Ministry of Public Security’s
Research Institute and other
bodies such as major Chinese
banks. The ID card can be used
for obtaining a resident permit,
drivers license, opening a bank
account, checking into a hotel,
purchasing a railway ticket, and
boarding a domestic flight. This
has reduced costs and improved
efficiency for citizens to receive
both financial and non-financial
services.

Binance Charity created a new
category of social impact token,
bringing transparent on-chain
tracking to the charity process,
creating accountable charitable
impact, while eliminating the
trading and speculation risks
usually associated with crypto
currency. For example, to provide
millions of women in poverty
access to sanitary products,
Binance Charity issued a Pink
Care Token whose value is pegged
to the value of the real goods, a
year’s supply of sanitary pads.
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FINANCIAL
INNOVATION FOR
SUSTAINABLE
HOUSING

DIGITAL SUPPLY
CHAIN FINANCE
FOR SMES

BLOCKCHAIN FOR
IMPACT BONDS

In the traditional finance world,
SMEs (suppliers) are unable to
have equal access to bank loans as
the big firms, due to the lack of
credit history. With blockchain, it’s
easier to trace the supply
chain. The tokenized account
receivables has the endorsement
of the final purchasers, who
usually are big firms, and also has
higher liquidity. The SMEs can even
pay with the tokenized account
receivables to their suppliers.
Many Chinese firms such as
Tencent group, Alibaba group and
JD.com, are building digital based
supply chain finance system.

Traditionally major infrastructure
projects are financed by
monolithic bonds which major
banks issue. These bonds typically
are large with high costs. By using
blockchain technology, the issuers
can allow payments to flow
directly to the service providers
who create value with complete
transparency. In addition, instead
of issuing a multi-billion dollar
bond for a port project,
microbonds of arbitrary size, can
be enabled and marketed to
different entities with appropriate
interests.

By leveraging cryptocurrency and
blockchain technologies, we can
streamline the entire real estate
market to make it virtually
friction-free, allowing the ability
to invest into real estate property
in a few simple clicks from your
computer or smartphone.
Tokenizing the underlying real
estate assets also frees up a
much larger audience of
potential investors since you can
now fractionalize the ownership
of large real estate assets that
would normally be inaccessible
to most smaller investors.
CDF17
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DIGITAL FINANCE SHOW
ABOUT THE SHOW
The Digital Finance Show is
produced by FinTech4Good in
collaboration with DF17,
BLOCKTV, Digital Finance
University and BlockGlobe. We will
invite global leaders to discuss key
topics related to digital finance for
SDGs and digital transformation.
In the past 3 years, we produced
several shows including FinTech in
China Show, Blockchain Million
Show and DiFi Tech Talk which
attracted over 1 million audience
members from around the world.
The first season of the Digital
Finance Show will include the
following key topics:
Global, Regional and Country
Trend
The 4th Industry Revolution and
emerging technologies;
Digital Currency and Central
Bank Digital Currency
Decentralized Finance for SDGs
Digital Finance for SDGs
Solutions
Digital Identity for SDGs
Global Digital Finance Leaders
Digital Finance on the Belt and
Road
Standards and Regulations
DIGITAL FINANCE

SOLUTIONS

WWW.DF17.ORG

ABOUT BLOCKTV
BLOCKTV is the premier televised
news source for the blockchain
and cryptocurrency
community.We are a live, 24/7, TV
news channel dedicated to
premium reporting on the
blockchain and cryptocurrency
markets. Founded in 2018,
BLOCKTV is focused on bringing
the most reliable, real-time,
innovative,in-depth, and edgy
news and updates to the
blockchain technology and
cryptocurrency community
globally.

Call for partners,
regional ambassadors,
and sponsors
Contact us at:
info@fintech4good.co
for more information
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A DF17 INITIATIVE

A $300M Digital
Finance for SDGs
Fund of Funds
The United Nations estimates that USD 5-7 trillion is
needed annually to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals. As such, it is critical that
investors go beyond alignment to the global goals and
instead, raise and direct new capital towards progress
against the SDGs. Given the scale of capital required
and this sense of urgency, some investors are
executing new approaches to incorporate the SDGs
throughout the investment cycle. In a Global Impact
Investing Network’s study, many impact investors are
raising and directing new capital to help meet the
SDGs by 2030. However, there are a few barriers
hindering progress.
1. Mismatch: Many existing impact investment
funds are in lack of capacity in investing in digital
technology enabled impact projects. However, both
institutional investors and family offices
demonstrated an accelerated appetite to invest in
such projects.
2. Market Gap: Many venture capital funds are
increasing their investment into tech enabled impact
ventures. But such information is not easily available
for LP investors who desire to invest in such funds.
3. High Costs and Low Accountability: With
traditional impact matrix and M&E methodology,
many investors are reluctant to put their capital into
impact funds.
The new Digital Finance for SDGs Fund of Funds aims
to identify scalable funds which have successfully
invested in digital technology enabled impact
ventures in the past, and provide them with additional
capital to scale up their impacts.
By investing in 20 to 30 impact funds, institutional
investors and high networth individuals will have
access to the next generation tech impact funds
from all over the world. By introducing digital
technology enabled tracing and tracking solutions, we
will also help our portfolio funds to reduce costs and
improve accountability of their investment.
DIGITAL FINANCE

IMPACT FUND

WWW.DF17.ORG
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DIGITAL FINANCE
UNIVERSITY
A CITIZEN CENTRIC DIGITAL FINANCE EDUCATION PROGRAM

Digital Finance Labs
Digital Finance Degree and
Certificate Programs
Currently, we are working with leading universities and
corporate partners to launch degree and certificate
programs in the following areas:
Digital Finance for SDGs
Blockchain for Sustainable Housing
Blockchain Legal Academy
Digital Currency
Decentralized Finance

The Digital Finance Labs aims to build the field and
momentum around blockchain and other digital
technologies to accelerate impact for the SDGs. Currently,
we have built a global network of labs and institutes
together with the following universities and organizations:
Zhejiang Zhijiang Blockchain Institute, Hangzhou, China
Asia Pacific Digital Economy Institute
Blockchain Hub for an Inclusive Economy at the
Southern Methodist University

Digital Finance Open Academy
The Digital Finance Open Academy provides MOOC
courses, Masterclasses, workshops, webinars, and online
streaming digital contents to the general public to enhance
capacity development in supporting the global digital
transformation.

DIGITAL FINANCE

EDUCATION
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FINTECH4GOOD AND CDF17 @DAVOS
FUTURE OF FINTECH FORUM

JANUARY 22, 2020 DAVOS, SWITZERLAND
The Future of Finance Forum is jointly co-organized by
Fudan Fanhai Fintech Research Center and Davos
Blockbase, in partnership with FinTech4Good and the
China Digital Finance Advisory Group. The specific
focus this year will include discussions on the future
world of green digital finance, finance innovation for
enabling the UN’s sustainable development goals,
digital currencies regulation (such as the recently
announced digital RMB), and digital asset
securitization and business model innovations.

Panel 2: Connecting the World Though Fintech

Panel 1: Emerging Fintech Innovation Enabling
Institutional Finance

Panel 3: Digital Finance Innovation for the SDGs
and Green Finance

Michael Sung (Moderator)
Charles Chang, Associate Dean, Fanhai
International School of Finance, Fudan University
Sandy Pentland, WEF Tech Pioneer, Founding
professor MIT Media Lab, MIT Trust Data
Consortium
Simon Zadek, Sherpa, Co-Chairs, United Nations
Secretary General’s Task Force on Digital Financing
of the SDGs
Colin Mayer, former Dean of Oxford Said Business
School
Sherry Madera, Chief Government and Industry
affairs head, Refinitiv
Brad Carr, Senior Director Digital Finance, Institute
of International Finance

Dario Traum, Bloomberg (Moderator)
Paul Meissner, CEO Renewable Development
Company
William Yuan, Chairman and CEO of Fortress Hill
Holdings
Michelle Chivunga, The British Blockchain
Association Chair, African Union Taskforce on
Digital Trade and Transformation for Africa
Xiaochen Zhang, President of FinTech4Good, UN
ESCAP Sustainable Business Network (ESBN)
Executive Council.
Michael Sung, Co-director Fudan Fanhai Fintech
Research Center
Teddy Roosevelt IV, Managing Director Barclays
Vivek Varma, Executive Vice President, Starbucks

James Cooper (Moderator)
Brian Wong, VP of Alibaba Global Initiatives
Louise Liu Qian, Economist Group
Calvin Choi, Chairman AMTD
Andre Loesekrug-Pietri, Speaker, Joint European
Disruptive Initiative
Sixuan Li, CCTV
Tian Wei, CGTN

DIGITAL FINANCING FOR SDGS FORUM @DAVOS

I

JANUARY 2021

The CDF17, together with FinTech4Good, will co-host a week long program during the World Economic Forum
in Davos including a Digital Financing for SDGs Forum.

FINTECH4GOOD AT THE SOCIAL
INNOVATION AND GLOBAL ETHICS FORUM
JANUARY 22, 2020

The Social Innovation and Global Ethics Forum is
happening the 22nd of January 2020 at the Kirchner
Museum, echoing the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, as well as fostering impact and
innovative sustainable solutions to Shape A Smarter
Future.

CDF17

WWW.DF17.ORG
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WORLD DIGITAL
FINANCE FORUM
May 16, 2020

I

Beijing, China

October 14, 2020

I Washington DC, USA

The World Digital Finance Forum is a by invitation-only high-level event for policymakers, business
leaders and the international community to share key emerging technology-enabled digital finance
solutions in supporting Agenda 2030.

BEIJING DIGITAL FINANCE WEEK

Initiated by FinTech4Good and many international partners, the WDFF will be hosted in the heart of
Beijing.The WDFF is organized each year in cities across different countries with curated themes in
supporting digital finance initiatives in the area of Agenda 2030.
In this Beijing event, we will focus specifically on sharing new models including a citizen-centric financial
systems, digital infrastructure (spatial web protocol, digital identity, government as a service, blockchain,
and other emerging technologies), the future of money, the Central Bank digital currency, digital assets,
decentralized finance, blockchain-based supply chain finance, and explore how such solutions will be
potentially adopted by international development communities.
In the past 2 years, we have jointly organized nearly 100 events in over 10 countries, attended by over
20000 people, including over 1000 globally renowned speakers and over 500 corporate partners. We
believe that the combination of emerging technologies, transformative initiatives and enhanced regional
integration will create new opportunities to make Agenda 2030 an Opportunity 2030 for all.

DIGITAL FINANCE

EVENTS
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