
Teaching Artist Project – Lesson Plan

!  

School/ Grade/ CT(s): PS 132/3rd grade/Ms. Ferandino 
Date: 4/20/18 
Teaching Artist: Jane Elias  

Lesson Theme: Question Poem 

Inquiry Questions:  
• How can we use questions to make observations from different perspectives? 
• How can we use visual art to help us create word art? 
!  
OPENING RITUAL 
Objective: To focus the class and bring the group into a calm shared space 

Activity Name: Meditation and Deep Breathing 

Brief Description: Rub hands together, one hand on belly, one on heart. Lead series of 
deep breaths and brief guided meditation. Students reflect on their level of engagement by 
holding up 1-3 fingers and share their experiences of the exercise if they wish.  
!
INTRO ACTIVITY 
Objective: To highlight National Poetry Month and give an example of a question poem 

Activity Name: “Zebra Question” by Shel Silverstein 

Brief Description: TA will briefly introduce/explain National Poetry Month and the Shel 
Silverstein poem “Zebra Question” in the collection A Light in the Attic. Students will listen 
to a recording of Silverstein reciting the poem while following along on a handout. TA will 
lead discussion/reflection on the poem and the three main devices used: questions, 
opposites, and repetition (the use of questions being most important). Students will listen 
and reflect a second time. TA will give brief background on Shel Silverstein. 
!
MAIN EXERCISE 
Objective: To write individual poems using an illustration as a prompt 

Activity Name: Question poem 

Brief Description: Students will receive a handout with one of three Silverstein drawings 
accompanied by the generic text of “Zebra Question.” They will fill in the blanks with their 
own series of specific questions addressed to what they see represented in the drawing, 
creating their own variation/riff on “Zebra Question” poem. If students finish early they can 
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choose one of the other drawings to compose a second poem, and/or make their own 
illustration to accompany the text that they can then give to someone else (friend, teacher, 
family member) to fill in. 
!  
CLOSING RITUAL 
Objective: To share/reflect and close out class 

Activity Name: Poem share and “I have a voice” chant 

Brief Description: Time permitting, students who would like to share their poems will read 
a few lines aloud to the group (or have the TA read it if they prefer).  

Call and response: 

I have a voice. (I have a voice.) 
My voice is powerful. (My voice is powerful.) 
My voice can change the world. (My voice can change the world.) 

En español: 

Yo tengo una voz. (Yo tengo una voz.) 
Mi voz es poderosa. (Mi voz es poderosa.) 
Mi voz puede cambiar el mundo. (Mi voz puede cambiar el mundo.) 
!  
Multiple Intelligences Addressed:  

Multiple Intelligences 
Highlight the intelligences used throughout this lesson plan. 

Logical-mathematical; Spatial; Linguistic; Musical; Bodily-kinesthetic; Interpersonal; 
Intrapersonal; Naturalistic 
!  
Classroom Teacher Role: Assist TA by helping students with their individual poems.
!  
Creative Elements (skill and theme; i.e. ensemble and love) 
Skill(s): pairing antonyms, using image as writing prompt, formulating questions 
Theme(s): multiple perspectives; testing assumptions
!
Artists/ Authors/ Works of Art (to be presented as models for skills/themes identified 
above):    

Shel Silverstein, “Zebra Question” (text and audio); other illustrations from A Light in the 
Attic 
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ZEBRA QUESTION 

I asked the zebra, 
Are you black with white stripes? 
Or white with black stripes? 
And the zebra asked me, 
Are you good with bad habits? 
Or are you bad with good habits? 
Are you noisy with quiet times? 
Or are you quiet with noisy times? 
Are you happy with some sad days? 
Or are you sad with some happy days? 
Are you neat with some sloppy ways? 
Or are you sloppy with some neat ways? 
And on and on and on and on 
And on and on he went. 
I’ll never ask a zebra 
About stripes 
Again. 

!  
Outcomes 
Highlight each outcome that applies to this lesson. Provide one indication of how you are 
addressing each outcome. 

Literacy, Critical Thinking, Creative Thinking, Community, Emotional Intelligence 

Indications: 

• Literacy—students will be engaged in literacy through reading the example poem and 
writing their own variations 

• Critical Thinking—students will use critical thinking in the discussion of the Silverstein 
poem and the questions it raises about perspective and points of view 

• Creative Thinking—students will use creative thinking to come up with questions, 
adjectives, pairs of antonyms to use in their poems that are paired with provided 
illustrations/drawings 

• Community—students will practice community by participating in the guided breathing/
meditation, listening as a group during the intro activity and to each other during 
discussion, and participating in the closing chant. 

• Emotional Intelligence—students will develop greater internal awareness as they reflect 
on their experience during the opening meditation and on their responses to the example 
poem 

!  
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