
 
Lesson Plan 

 
School/Grad/CTs: 9th grade 
Teaching Artists: France-Luce Benson and Mikayla Morin 
Date: 11/11/17 
 
Lesson #: 4 out of 8. They have prep on elements of dramatic structure/plot; and have 
already done an exercise in writing dialogue for the stage. 
 
Theme of Lesson: Cultural Identity as a source of self-love and inspiration. 
 
Inquiry Questions:  
How can writers use imagery to evoke characters? 
What specific questions can we answer to create three-dimensional characters with 
strong objectives? 
How can we draw from our cultural backgrounds as artists? 
How can collaborating with an artist of a different cultural background help to expand 
our perspective and add richness to our work? 
 
Opening Ritual (2m) - We ring a bell and this signals students to take a seat. In a circle, 
each student repeats “I am here, I see you” to the person to their right. That person 
responds “I see you, I am here”; then does the same to the person to their right; and we 
continue round robin. 
 
Warm-Up (5m) 
Objective: Build teamwork and community, setting the stage for collaboration, getting 
students grounded and focused. Introducing the idea of listening and reacting (which is 
a foundation of good dialogue) 
 
Activity Name and Brief Description: Pass the Clap. Synchronized clap passing. 
 
 
Intro Activity (5-7m) 
Objective: To build community by collaborating on the genesis of a scene. 
 
Activity Name and Brief Description: Creating a Scene From an Image.  
 
France-Luce will share an evocative image/painting; and ask questions about the world 
for popcorn share-out. Questions will include: What do you notice? (i.e.colors, objects, 



is it night/day, where are they, etc.)  
Followed by questions about the people in the picture: Who are they? (names, age) 
What is their relationship? Why are they here? What are they feeling? What do they 
want? 
  
Mikayla will write answers on chart paper for a group generated graffiti wall about the 
picture.  Students can refer back to this group work when they are stuck during main 
exercise. 
 
France-Luce will reveal the origin and background of the photo and the artist to 
incorporate Haitian culture and how she uses her cultural identity as a source of 
inspiration, and how exploring/knowing/owning cultural identity fosters a love of self.* 
[Painting by Edouard Duval Carrié; cover art for the book The Last Mapou by 
Edwidge Danticat] 
 
*This moment is a great opportunity to address any stereotypes or harmful thoughts that 
came up during the popcorn brainstorm. Once there is a reality to compare them to, 
talking through how certain notions or ideas can be harmful has a more concrete and 
effective trajectory. 
 
 
Main Exercise (15m):  
Objective: Identify and articulate their cultural heritage and identity, share it with 
another, and combine these into a piece of writing the celebrates both identities and 
honors each contribution. 
 
Activity Name and Brief Description: 1-Page Plays.  
 
The intra free write prompt is to write on something that gives them a sense of pride and 
fulfillment in their life: A place, a person, their culture, their identity.  
 
Partner Up. Share with each other. Each partner picks one line from the others sharing 
and those 2 lines have to be incorporated into the final piece (we suggest you use them 
as the first two lines, but if you feel they fit better somewhere else, then go for it). 
 
Remind them of the Intro Prompt Qs: who are they, what do they want from each other, 
etc to get them going.  
 
Scene Recipe/Generative Questions posted to reference while working. 
 



Reflection (10m) 
Objective: Share work and creative choices to bring the group back together and ground 
them in the meaning of the work they did, and celebrate the efforts of their classmates. 
 
Brief Description: Anyone wants to share their scene, we as a group notice the choices 
to honor each contribution, then share how that process was for them in their pairs - 
highs and lows.  
 
Where did you struggle? 
Where did you succeed? 
How did you solve any problems? 
 
 
Closing Ritual (2m) 
Objective: Close on a note of self-love and using body. 
 
Brief Description: Deep breaths reaching up with each hand, then exhale as they bring 
hands around themselves for a hug. 
 
Multiple Intelligences Addressed: Logical-Mathematical; Visual/Spatial; Linguistic; 
Bodily-Kinesthetic; Musical; Interpersonal; Intrapersonal; Naturalistic; Existential 
 
Creative Elements 
Forces: Cultural Identity and Self Love 
 
Crafts: Dialogue and Characterization 
 
Artists/Authors/Works of Art (to be presented for skills/themes identified above) 
Painting by Edouard Duval Carrié; cover art for the book The Last Mapou by Edwidge 
Danticat. 


