GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIX NEAZX IEPZEHE

Thanksgiving 2018

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan
Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and
Students of the Catechetical and Greek Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all
Youth Organizations, and all devout Orthodox Christians of the Greek Orthodox Communities
of our Holy Metropolis of New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,

About four centuries ago, our forefathers, finding themselves far from their homes in
England for want of freedom, set aside a time of thanksgiving in appreciation for their safety,
for their families, for their health, for the fertility of their fields, for their community, and for
their faith which united them with God. This act of thanks to God is replicated centuries later as
we gather around our tables with family in appreciation for the bountiful blessings we have
received from our Lord.

The very essence and meaning of the word “Eucharist” means to give thanks. The
Eucharist in the Orthodox Church is the time wherein we offer thanks to God for all of the gifts
He has given us, but most of all, for the possibility to be in communion with Him through the
reception of the Body and Blood of Christ. Our participation in the Eucharistic communion is
the primary way in which we show thanksgiving for the gifts that God has given us and
continues to give us. Thus, for us Orthodox Christians, the feast of Thanksgiving is not just
celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November, but it is celebrated at every Divine Liturgy.

Our thanks should never be limited to one day a year, but we should, instead, constantly
remind ourselves of the blessings we receive from God such as our lives, our families, our
friends, ample food, clothing, housing, and our health. In recognizing these gifts with which we
are blessed, we should also be cognizant that not all people are as fortunate to be blessed with
all of these gifts that we so often take for granted. Therefore, it is in the spirit of the Eucharistic
communion and the Thanksgiving holiday that we should focus on our neighbors who are in
want of these basic necessities.
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Much like the pilgrims came together and shared in the bountiful blessings of the
thanksgiving harvest, we are called to come together in the context of the Eucharist to live as the
faithful Body of Christ. This means that we are called to care for our neighbor no matter who
that person is or what their religious background may be. We are called to feed the hungry, care
for the poor, clothe the naked, help the sick, comfort the marginalized, visit the imprisoned, and
love all people not because it makes us feel good, but because they are made in the image and
likeness of God. Whether we choose to acknowledge it or not we are all responsible for each
other which is exactly the way it should be because consciously or unconsciously we have made
it so.

My beloved children in the Lord, it is my sincerest hope that as you gather around your
tables today to offer thanks to God that you not only offer a prayer for those in the world who
are hungry, sick, suffering, and oppressed, but that you and your communities take active steps
in righting the wrongs of the world not out of coercion, but out of love; not out of compulsion,
but out of freedom. Praying that God grants each of you and your families a blessed
Thanksgiving with all of God’s blessing, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

/ R efrrprla o Lol

tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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ITIOIMANTOPIKH ETKYKAIOX EYXAPIXTIQN 2018

[Toog tov evAaBéotatov Tepov KAnpov,

Tovg Evtipotdatovg Apxovtag tov Otkovpevikov Iatouxpyeiov,

Tovc TTpoédpoug kal Tt MéAN twv ExkAnowotikwv ZupBovAiwy,

Tac ITpoédooug katl 1 MéAN twv Plomtwxwv AdeAgotrtwy,

Tovg dwaokovtag kal dwaockouévouvg twv Katnxntikwv kat EAAnvikwv ZxoAeiwv, Tdg
Opyavawoeig g NeoAalag kal amav 16 XQLotemawvupov mANewpa twv evoeBav Op0odoEwv
Xowotaxvav g Tepag MntoomoAewe Néag Tepoéng.

Avyarm ol pov adeAgot,

Mé¢ aioOnuata evyvwpoovvng kat dofoAoyiag meog tov Ilavdyo Towdud Oed
éoptalovpe orjpeQa TV TOOO oNuavTiky £€00Tr Twv Evxagiotiwv. ‘H é0ptr) avtr) anoteAel
AVATIOOTIAOTO HEQOS TNG KAONUEQVOTNTAS OAWV TWV KATOKWV aUTNG NG eVAOYNUEVNG
xwoag otrv oot Covpe, kal deiyvel megitoava to 1100¢ kal T Wavikd ToL AUEQLKAVIKOD
"EOvouc.

Amo 1 péoa tov 19 aiwvog Otav kal émonpws OeomioOnke 1 Huéoa tav
Evxapotiov wg «nuéga ebXxagLotiag meog tov ®edv kal mQooevxne» HEXOL Kal OTUeQq,
O6Aot pag éogtdlovpe avtyv v ‘Eootn, 1) 6Toia amoteAet v évomold dvvaun, 1) Omola
oLVOEeL OAOUG AveEALQETWC, YN YEVELS Kal HETAVAOTES, TAOVOLOVG Kl TTwXO0US, XOLOTIVOUg
kal pn, kal pag dnuovgyet Vv avaykn vda delfovpe TV e0YVWHOOULVT Hag Kal TV
evxapotiae pag otov Oed yix 6Aa td dyabd mov pac €xet xaploet. Na tov movue
«EVXAQLOTW» Y& TNV Opoen avtr] Xwea. I'id tov @uokd g mAovto Tov Xapouaote
kaOnueowd. I'd tic mMoAAamAéc evkapieg mov pag magéxel. I'd 16 moAvTIHO dwEOo TNg
EAev0epiag kal g aveEaptnoiag. Na tov movpe dnAadr] éva «evXapoTw» yi& OAa T&

ayaba mov anoAappPavovue otv Apegikr), pé v Xaon kat to €éAeog Tov.

MeAetdvtag tawpa Tv  €opt] twv Evxagotiwv and OgBodofov mAegvoag
duamiotwvovpe OtL évaguoviCetat aAmoAvta pé to mvevpa kat to 110o¢ TG ApWUT)TOL
nilotes pag. O AndotoAog ITavA0g PG TTQOTEETEL VA EVXAQLOTOVHE «TIAVTOTE DTIEP TAVTWY
&v ovouartt tov Kvpiov nuawv Inoov Xpiotov 1w Ocw kal matpl, votacoopevor dAANAowc &v
@opw Xpiotov» (Eg. 5,20). Katd v téAeon dé g Ocelag Evxaplotiag, g kat é€oxnv
teAelag kal ATIOAVTOL €kEATEWS alvov kal d0EoAoYIlag TEOS TOV ANHLOVEYOV, KaAoVuaoTe
V& e0XaQLoTNoovHE TOV bV Yid td mavta. I'id 0Aa Soa PAémovpe kal dév BAEmov e, Yk

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 ® Tel: (908) 301-0500 ® Fax: (908) 301-1397
Web: www.nj.goarch.org ® E-mail: metropolis@nj.goarch.org



OAa 6oa yvwollovpe AAAQ kal Yid éxetva mov dév avtAapfavetat O TEQLOQLOEVOS
avOQWTIVOS VOUG HaG: «UTEQ TV QavepwV Kal apavov eDepyeoiwv, TV &€l nNuac
yeyevnuévwov». BAémovpe Aowmov 0t 1) yAvkia pag Mntépa, 11 Op06dofog ExkAnoila pag
KaAel va dooAoyovpe TOV Oed kal v TOV eDXAQLOTOVUE kaONpeQV@S Kal dtxpkws. g éx
TOUTOV, D€V UTMOQOVHE Mapad V& Xonotpomowjoovpe v ‘Eoptr) twv Evxagotiwv wg éva
Hovadikod péoov wote va vmevOvuioovue o€ GAov TOV KOOHO TV dAOela TG MoTEWS pag
Kal 6Aa 6oa pag dwaocket 6 Inoovg Xowotdg dx tov EvayyeAiov Touv diax péoov twv
aLOVWV.

Ayammntol pov adeAgot,

‘H @etvr) €ootr) twv Evxapotiwv, 0& yivel kal maAL dgpooun va Poebovue pé ta
ayarmnuéva Hag mEOoWna, V& XAQOUHE O €vag tov aAAov kal va ovo@ifovpe AKOUN
TLEQLOOOTEQO TIG OlKoYeVeELAKES KAl QPUALKES Hag oxéoels. Lag MEOTEENMW OUwS kal oag
TIAQAKAAQ VA& UV ANOHOVIOOUHE V& EKPEALOVUE TNV EIAKQLVT] HAG EVXAQLOTI TTEOG TOV
Towxdwo Oed ava maoa otryun g Cwng pag, pué kabe pag Avamvor), elte Kati TV WX TNS
Oclac Aettovylag, elte Héoa OTO OTUTIKO HAG, OTNV OKOYEVELX HAS, OTIG OUYKEVTOWOELS
Hag, Ot €oyaoiec pag, ot)v kabnueowotnta pag. Na dwdalovpe dé td madlk pag
KATAAANAQ, OOTE V& e0XAQLOTOLY TOV Od Yid OAa & ayaBd Tov kal v& ovvexiCovv avt)v
TV OHoEPN TtaepadooT) Twv Evxaplotiwv, koatwvtag oty Puxr] tovg T aAndvo vonua g
£00TNG.

Evxopat oé 0Aovg xpovia moAA& kat evAoynuéva! ‘H Xaopig tov Iavaytov Touxdkov
OeoL vd elval TAVToTE pE E0AG Kal TiG olkoyévelég oag.

Meta mOAANC MATEIKTG AYATNG Kal eVXWV daTLEWV,

O MHTPOIIOAITHXZ
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1O Néag Tegoéng EYAITEAOX



