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CHRIST CHURCH DOUGLAS-IN-PARBOLD 
EASTER 2019 

PRAYER NEWSLETTER 
 
 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 
Isaiah 55 v8 
Last week, Kaye gave us an excellent view of what it was like on Palm Sunday as Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem.  The crowd crying out “Hosanna!” as the Messiah rode on a donkey to, as 
they thought, deliver them, the Pharisees resenting the commotion and plotting the get rid 
of Jesus and the disciples surrounding Him.  As I listened I wondered what would have 
happened if the crowd had got what they wanted?  If Jesus had led a rebellion against the 
Roman Empire and set up a new kingdom of the Jews? It was what they wanted but I 
realised that eventually other empires would rise and fight against them and what impacted 
those people in the first century would have no significance to us in the 21st century. 
 
Thankfully God’s ways and thoughts are nothing like ours.  Jesus’ plan was to lay down His 
life for all. (John 3 v16).  Only a few days later, He was arrested, despised, rejected, and 
abandoned.  The crowd now cried for His death.  But that was not in their power nor even 
the power of the Pharisees and the Romans. Indeed Jesus said He could call on 12 legions of 
angels to save Him if He wished (that’s 72,000 angels!).  God’s plan was not just to defeat an 
empire but to restore us to God Himself.  On the cross, Jesus defeated the real cause of all 
that separated us from Him – sin, satan and death!  
 
Only because of Jesus can we now be redeemed and restored in our relationship with God.  
And because of that Good Friday, we can sing with our whole hearts this Easter Sunday that 
He is Risen indeed! 
 

He has risen, he has risen, 
He has risen, Jesus is alive. 

 
When the life flowed His body, 

Seemed like Jesus' mission failed, 
But His sacrifice accomplished, 

Vict'ry over sin and hell. 
 

In the grave God did not leave Him, 
For His body to decay, 

Raised to life the Great Awakening, 
satan's pow'r He overcome. 

 
If there were no resurrection, 

We ourselves could not be raised, 
But the Son of God is living, 
So our hope is not in vain. 

 
He has risen, he has risen, 
He has risen, Jesus is alive. 
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PARISH TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN.  
a) Anyone who has a prayer need can phone his/her request to Brian and Frances 

McGucken (01257 462058) between 6pm and 6.30pm any day, or for urgent needs, 
at any time. A team of people is on hand to pray immediately for your need.  

b) If neither is available to take your call live - please do not use the answer phone for 
this purpose - but contact Lin Milne on 463523 or John Mountain on 463919. 

Your prayer request will be treated as confidential – unless you state otherwise 
 
 

MERCY RESCUE TRUST 
 
From Jedidah 
I just want to say thank for your continued support for the work here in 
Kitale.  
 
This year started off quite quiet, when we had a moment of a panic, 
thinking Oh what are we going to do because we had no babies. Of course that month 
finished quite quickly. We used that time to do things that we are not able to do, such as 
extra training for the staff, deep spring cleaning, that time was good but it is good that we 
are now back to our full busy schedule. Babies coming and going, so far this year 16 babies 
have been rescued, 9 of these have already been reunited with their family.  

 

Just a few of the babies that have arrived at Mercy Rescue and a couple of those who are 
now with their forever families. 
 
We have local Kenyan families on a waiting list, waiting to have a baby of their own and 
make a forever family. It’s like a revolving door, it’s good that we are able to rescue a baby 
knowing that, that baby will soon be in a family. If it’s not a biological family it’s a foster or 
adoption family which is really good. It means that these babies get to grow up in families  
On a personal note some of you may know I now have a daughter called Una she is 2 years 
old and since I have had her I have been trying hard to get a passport for her, so that I can 
travel with her. It has taken so long, but this past month I was able to get a passport which is 
so exciting, which means that I will eventually be able to come and visit you all with her, and 
you will be able to meet the beautiful Una.  
 

 

THANKS 
Thank you to all our contributors this month. The next newsletter will be in June.  Any items 
please send to Lin Milne by 24th May. 
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NEWS FROM EDUCAID -25 years old! 
 
EducAid has been, and continues to be, very appreciative of the Prayers and Support 
provided by everyone at Parbold Church and all EducAidians sends a BIG thank you. 

 
This year EducAid celebrates 25 years since the 
foundation of the organisation.   The beginnings 
were small, just a teacher, Miriam, working with 
some pupils on the veranda of a house in Freetown.    

 
The 25 years have been difficult, with many ups and 
downs.   The downs include helping the country to 
recover from a bitter civil war – there are many 
mutilated adults as living testimony of the savagery 

and inhumanity of the war.   There has been the Ebola epidemic when EducAid staff and 
students who, while they were at risk, along with the rest of the population, helped in 
controlling the disease and supporting those affected.   EducAid pupils were amongst those 
killed by Ebola, and many families, having lost leaders, relied on the work of EducAid to 
survive.   There was also the mudslide that killed many and made a large number of others 
homeless.   EducAid has faced each ‘down’ with fortitude and courage; has helped both local 
communities and the country and has not only survived but thrived.   Parbold Church has 
been a supporter of EducAid for many years, and the valuable work in Sierra Leone would 
not be possible without the on-going support of those of us who are more fortunate. 
 

What can be achieved in 25 years?    
Here in England it is possible to be born, attend 
school/college/university/apprenticeships/start a job 
and be married and have children.   What did EducAid 
achieve in 25 Years?   It grew from such small beginnings 
to be a significant influence in the life of Sierra Leone.   In 
25 years is has developed schools run by EducAid, often 
providing total care for many children, supported 
students through college and university courses, and has 
even supported a student through medical school to 

qualify and a medical doctor.   It has supported and guided the staff in many state schools, 
and in so doing has raised the quality of education for thousands of children in Sierra Leone. 
 
The work of EducAid cannot be summarised better than by the 
comment made by a female teacher and past-pupil in Lumley, the 
EducAid Secondary School in Freetown, the capital city, who said 
that being at EducAid Schools enabled her to say – 
 

“I’ve turned I can’t into I can, 
and my dreams into plans.” 

 
A wonderful testimony to the work of the staff at EducAid, the 
quality of the pupils and students at EducAid, and the generosity of 
EducAid Supporters. 
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UGANDA TRIP 
 
In February of this year myself, Shelley Burdett and Amie Birkett joined a 
team of twelve from St Johns church, Burscough to visit Uganda.  
 
St Johns have for several years, supported the work of International Needs 
in Buikwe, a small village in Uganda. A team goes out each year to visit sponsored children 
and to look at the improvements in health and hygiene IN have implemented in the area. 
Specifically, IN have installed wells supplying fresh water and also what are known as ‘tippy 
taps’ which are a primitive but simple means of enabling people to wash their hands after 
using the toilets. IN have also helped local families to build brick toilet facilities (still with just 
a hole in the ground!) but are safer to use than the previous ones which sometimes have as 
much as a 15 feet drop and are very scary to use, particularly by the children and particularly 
at night. The toilet buildings also provide more privacy.  
 
The team also visited IN primary and secondary schools where we delivered lessons and 
assemblies. We also had the privilege of attending and speaking at several local churches. 
This was inspiring as people with so little, praised and thanked God at every opportunity. It 
was very humbling to experience.  
 
IN also established a clinic in 1996 staffed by qualified doctors and nurses. It provides 
general medical help as well as delivering pre and post-natal care to expectant mothers. 
There is also a labour ward where women can deliver their babies in a safe and secure 
environment. This is not always the case as many women still deliver in unhygienic 
conditions in the home. Once a week the clinic has an outreach service which visits outlying 
villages dispensing medicines, advice and HIV testing. 
 
One of the highlights for many of us was visiting our sponsored children and their families. 
£20 per month provides schooling, two meals a day at school and access to medical facilities. 
Education is considered a real privilege and we could see what a difference our sponsor 
money made to the lives of not only the children, but their families. Several of the group 
decided to find and sponsor children whilst they were out there. It was such an emotional 
experience when the families were informed. They were overcome with gratitude and often 
literally dropped to their knees.  
 
Part of our brief in going out there was to come back and share our experiences with others 
in the hope that people may sponsor a child. Also St Johns has pledged to raise £25,000 to 
continue the IN water projects in Leweru, another nearby village which is in desperate need. 
A team of young people will be going out to Uganda next February to see for themselves the 
work being carried out there by IN.  
 
Finally, the most difficult part all of us found was when we returned to the UK. Our lives here 
are filled with so many privileges we take for granted: abundant food, water at the turn of a 
tap, flush toilets, comfortable homes with cosy beds. We all also felt very close to God there, 
sharing our experiences during the day and at our nightly reflections. Also being surrounded 
with such humble, God-fearing and joyful people made it an experience never to be 
forgotten.  
 
Viv Smith 
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EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST 
 
It’s in a secret location in an Egyptian city.  No-one must know where it is 
because it is a Women’s refuge, a place for women escaping violence. It was established by a 
woman who felt God calling to do this.  She approached Embrace’s local partners for help 
and we have been able to say yes to her request. 
 
Mona, 20, was just a child when she suffered physical and emotional abuse. She and her 
siblings lived with their father in a tin shack and worked as rubbish collectors.  Her father 
arranged for Mona to be married at a very young age but when her new husband discovered 
she was pregnant as a result of rape he beat her and threw her onto the street.  She never 
saw her baby son: as soon as he was born the family took him and gave him away. 
 
In the depths of her despair a local church leader arranged for her to get to the refuge.  
There she had her first experience of compassion and understanding.  Here is what she says.  
“In the refuge I started a new life.  I was born again. I learned reading, writing and cooking 
and I learned to read a few verses from the Bible.....I stopped weeping for my past. I am now 
happy and accept myself.” 
 
This is just one example of how the support we as a church give to Embrace can really 
change lives. 
Brian McGucken 
 

IRIS FORTALEZA 
We have finally had the camp and it was well worth waiting for!  It was a very special time of 
much laughter, fun, bonding with the children and the presence of God.  
  
 It is hard to put into words and even the photos don´t really do the amazing 
time we had on the camp justice.  Each of the children that went to the camp 
come from such hard and broken background´s and to see them experiencing 
the abundant goodness and love of God in such a practical and real way really 
impacted each one in a deep way.  None of them wanted the camp to finish and 
return to the slum.  
 I could say a lot about all the pictures and children in the pictures but one of my 
favourites was of one of the girls who had her birthday during the camp.  When 
we surprised her with a cake she didn´t just have a few tears of happiness but 
broke down and cried so much with happiness as she never had anyone who 
made her a cake or celebrated her life or birthday. 
 

The children left the camp having not only learned lots more about God but 
experiencing him and building new depths of trust with us so we can carry on 
being there and believing in them in the coming days, weeks and months. 
 
Please do pass on our thanks and gratitude to all at Parbold who contributed 
in such a generous way to make such a significant difference in so many lives. 

 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 
Love 
Andrew Fanstone 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Easter Monday - A walk from the church, meeting on the car park 2pm. After 
the walk there will be a shared tea in the church. Tea, coffee and soft drinks 
will be provided. If it’s raining, we will still meet in the church and have games 
and quizzes and a shared tea. Please see either Kaye or Joanna.  
Shuffle & Shake- Friday 26th April between 6-9pm at 'Coffee Etc.' A board 

game night for all the family, all ages welcome. Come along - It's fun! 

Christianity Explored (C.E.): Exploring the Christian faith with a chance to discuss questions.  
Seven weekday evenings starting Tuesday 30th April 7.30-9pm. Details available from: Sue 
Timmins or Peter Massey. 

Joint church prayer evenings Mon 29th April, Thurs 9th May all 7.30pm at Christ Church. 

Monthly Midweek Communion – Thursday 2nd May at 10.30am followed by coffee & cakes. 
All welcome. 

Children's and Youth Work Prayer Meeting for both Christ Church and All Saints, Tuesday, 
7th May from 9:45-10:30am at All Saints Church.  

Refresh - Monday, 13th May, 10.45am at All Saints Church 

Encounter - Friday, 17th May, 8pm at Christ Church. 

PCC Meeting. Tuesday 21st May 7.45 p.m. at the Vicarage 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Jean Bunton: Please pray for Frank Brunton after the peaceful passing of Jean on Tuesday 
evening last week. Jean’s Funeral Service will be, Tuesday, 30thApril, 2.30pm at Christ 
Church and 3.30pm at Charnock Richard Crematorium. 

 Joan Probart: On Friday 3rd May at 12pm there will be a Memorial & Thanksgiving service 
to celebrate Joan's life at Christ Church, Malvern Road, Cheltenham GL50 2JH. Please see the 
noticeboard at the back of Church for further details. 

THE WORD FOR TODAY 

‘Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.’ 
John 19:30 NIV 
Calvary was victorious! The cross may look like the triumph of evil over goodness, the 
powerful over the powerless, but only to those who don’t understand Christ’s mission. 
Never was courage greater or strength stronger. When He cried, ‘It is finished’ (some 
translations read ‘It is completed’), He didn’t mean, ‘I’m finished, My cause is defeated.’ Far 
from being crushed at Calvary, Jesus triumphed in three ways: 1) He conquered His own 
human desire to avoid unspeakable suffering: ‘He…bowed with his face to the ground, 
praying, “My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet I 
want your will to be done, not mine”’ (Matthew 26:39 NLT). 2) He conquered the demonic 
powers of darkness. ‘In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed 
them publicly by his victory over them on the cross’ (Colossians 2:15 NLT). 3) He conquered 
the law’s stubborn demands against sinners. ‘Christ…brought the Law to an end, so that 
everyone who believes is put right with God’ (Romans 10:4 GNT). At Calvary love triumphed 
over law, forever freeing us who could never live up to God’s law. ‘It is finished’ was the cry 
of a victor instead of a victim! It didn’t look that way to the crowd or to His devastated 
disciples. But it did three days later when the empty tomb proved Jesus had won the victory 
over death. It all comes down to this: ‘If you confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that God 
raised him from death, you will be saved’ (v. 9 GNT). Courtesy of The Word for Today 
19/04/19 
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PRAYER ENCOURAGEMENT FROM WENDY APRIL 2019 

 
When faced with sudden life threatening circumstances fear rapidly steps in. We have seen 
this happen live on our television screens. 
A bomb has exploded in busy places, when least expected, either here or abroad. People 
immediately run for their lives. Why? The fear reaction is wired into our brains, and it sparks 
an immediate response. No time is wasted. 
 
But, there is another kind of fear which can take hold of us, an emotional fear. It can 
torment us, stop us making decisions, prevent us from praying, and if it is allowed to become 
out of control, can completely paralyse us. Are you struggling with a dreaded fear which 
keeps on haunting you? Realise God is able to free us from our worst fear, to expel it 
completely. Not only did Jesus speak about fear, He experienced its trauma. 
 
We learn about this when we examine what He went through, as He began to pray in the 
small hours of the morning in the Garden of Gethsemane. Mark's Gospel gives us a graphic 
account. 
"And He took with him Peter, James and John, and began to be struck with terror and 
amazement, and deeply troubled and depressed. And He said to them, My soul is 
exceedingly sad (overwhelmed with grief) so that it almost kills Me! Remain here and keep 
awake, and be watching." Mark 14:33-34 Amplified Bible. 
 
As He prayed it was picturing the cup which was His bête noire. He did not want to be the 
recipient of God's wrath. The thought of being isolated from His Father added to His distress 
Despite the fear which weighed on Him so heavily Jesus prayed: "Abba, (which means) 
Father, everything is possible for You. Take away this cup from Me; yet not what I will but 
what You will, but what You Will." 
 
Jesus shows us what to do with our fear. Like Him, turning to prayer, puts things in 
perspective and lifts the gloom. Notice that the prayer on His lips was brief. It was His trust 
rather than the words which effected the change. He surrendered his fear to His Father, 
knowing His Father to be a God of Love. 
 
Whatever our dread, whether it relates to the past, the present or the future, God is with us 
to strengthen us. He helps us overcome it for good. We need to speak out, to spill out our 
fear in prayer and not keep it locked up. David discovered the same secret. He wrote "I 
sought the Lord, and he answered me. He delivered me from all my fears." Psalm 34:4. The 
Message translation is encouraging. "God met me more than half way. He freed me from my 
anxious fears." 
 
I leave you with some words penned by John Newton. "If the Lord be with us, we have no 
cause of fear. His eye is upon us, His arm is over us, His ear open to our prayer, His grace is 
sufficient, His promise unchangeable." 
Wendy April 2019 

 


