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2017-2018 
Board Members

A word from the President:

Hello from York, PA. Well, that is not true since at this writing I am visiting my son and 
daughter, their spouses, and my three grandchildren in Bloomington, Illinois.  That 
being said, my wish for you is a Happy, Healthy Holiday Season for your Family and 
Friends. 

Speaking of family and friends, I am happy to report that our WCLA family is growing.  
Since we launched our website last December we have added 33 members.  This gives 
us MORE people, with MORE ideas, and MORE skills, to do MORE for our Caroga 
Lake community and our members. Recent developments include:

•	 We have started a social/fundraising committee.

•	 We are working on partnering with East Lake and the Caroga Fish & Gun Club on 
fish stocking of the lakes. 

•	 The boat parade is a constant, but flares are getting harder and harder to obtain 
at a reasonable price (any ideas, let us know).

•	 The general meeting at the Chapel and the Chicken BBQ dinner/Annual meeting 
are booked. Info about these are included in this newsletter and will also be in the 
spring newsletter. 

•	 Information stations about WCLA are located around the town and more will be 
out during the summer.

You will notice that the newsletter has expanded to include advertisements. What 
started out as an idea for future consideration at a board meeting turned into 22 ads 
and 7 new members. Thanks to our board members for making this happen. It allows 
us to expand the newsletter and hold down the costs. Please patronize the businesses 
that have advertised with us if you do not do so already. 

I’m sure I forgot something but I will not forget to end with a thought about 
COMMUNICATION. If you have any thoughts about the WCLA and how we can 
improve for the benefit of our membership and community please do not hesitate to 
connect with us by email, through Facebook, or through our website.  The addresses 
for these are included below. Lastly, don’t forget to check out our website to get 
the latest Caroga board minutes and keep track of what is going on in town.  Again, 
Happy Holidays and have a great start to the 2018 New Year until we can meet again 
at Caroga.

Looking forward to SEEING YOU AROUND THE LAKE in 2018.

Don Hopper
President  WCLA

   wclainfo@yahoo.com              fb.com/wclainfo    www.wclainfo.com

Seasons Greetings! W.C.L.A.
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Secretary 
nzeiser@hotmail.com

Sue Bradt 
Treasurer 
martysue@frontiernet.net

Debbie Drain 
ddrain5@yahoo.com

Jim (Walter) Hogan 
wjhogan@outlook.com

Anita Potocar  
ejp3544@gmail.com

Jed Potocar  
jpotocar78@gmail.com

Don Shearer 
bsbs54@aol.com

Richard Stahl  
rstahl12032@gmail.com

Kookie Warden 
kepeko@aol.com

Ellen Wright 
ellen5150@gmail.com

Al Zeina 
hemmingjulie@aol.com
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A Little History
We all know that the marina we enjoy 
between the lakes has been brought to 
us by members Karl and Carol Ziemann. It 
wasn’t always what it is today.  Let’s take 
a look at the past and we will find some 
interesting side bars to the story.

In the 1920’s John Bedford ran a store on 
the property between the lakes. During 
that time period the Bedford store was 
known for their roasted peanuts, which 
were allegedly enjoyed as some the best 
in the world. Mr. Bedford also had a supply 
of 5 inch firecrackers, which he sold for the 
fourth of July.

Catherine and Charles Putman bought the 

Bedford’s store in the early 1940’s, and 
ran it through the 1950’s. Catherine could 
still be seen sitting on the porch in the late 
1960’s. (Note: My family bought our place 
at what was then 4247 South Shore Road on 
West Caroga in the fall of 1967. I would sit 
with Catherine sometimes, you could still 
get gas for your boat, and she still sold a 
few food items. I was 12 years old – Don 
Hopper)

In the 1990’s the building was turned into 
a two-family house. Owner Jackie Thomas 
sold hotdogs out of a stand-alone cart and 
rented dock spaces, 18 at the time when the 
property was purchased by Karl and Carol 
Ziemann in December of 2008. The store 
portion was opened in May of 2011. It has 

Fun Fact: The channel between the lakes was shallow and narrow at that 
time which limited passage between the lakes.  In 1938, and again in 1969, 
the town deepened the channel to permit the passage of motor boats.

since become a center of activity in Caroga.

Back in 1951, while he owned and operated 
the store on the channel, Charles Putman 
also began serving as the Town Supervisor.  
His goal was to organize a fire department.  
If you read about the history of Town 
of Caroga, many of the features of the 
town, hotels, lumber yards, businesses, 
were all victims of fire. Forest fires were 
also a problem, and the town’s budget 
was taxed to pay to fight these fires. The 
Town of Caroga Fire Department was 
incorporated in March of 1951. Shortly 
after the department voted to purchase a 
firetruck for $8,500. The new truck was used 

for the first time in April 1951. The truck was 
the first white fire truck in upstate New 
York. In November of 1953 the department 
decided to build their own building to store 
their equipment. The lot was donated by 
Vincent Unger and a drive was started to 
ask people to donate 25 cents for concrete 
blocks. The department took up residence 
of the building in December of 1954, and an 
addition was added in 1968.  

Fast forward to today. The following 
message comes from the current fire chief, 
Barb DeLuca.

“The Caroga Lake Vol. Fire Co Inc. is located 
in the lower Adirondack mountain region 

The Bedford Store
First white fire truck in  
upstate New York
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of northern New York, 50 miles northwest 
of Albany, the state capital. Our primary 
response region encompasses 100 sq. 
miles of a rural all-season recreational area.  
We provide structural fire suppression, 
first responder medical service, wild 
land fire suppression, search and rescue, 
extrication, seasonal snowmobile, and 
water and surface ice rescue. We provide 
mutual aid support to five neighboring fire 
companies through the Fulton County Fire 
and Emergency Medical Services Mutual 
Aid Plan. Our primary district includes eight 
percent of the county’s total highway miles 
and our mutual aid response encompasses 
44 percent of the total county highway 
miles, according to the New York State 
Department of Transportation. 

We are a completely volunteer fire company 
with 40 members operating out of one 
unmanned, centrally located station. Our 
apparatus consists of four Class A pumpers, 
one medium duty rescue, 4-wheel drive 
utility truck and a 16’ johnboat.

We presently respond annually to about 
160 calls of all types. The entire district 
in which we reside is considered a year-
round recreational area with just over 1400 
permanent residents and 3 to 4 times that 
on peak weekends and holidays.  Within our 
jurisdiction there are 38 recreational lakes 
and ponds, which are utilized for boating, 
fishing, swimming and snowmobiling. 
Annually we receive calls for recreational 
accidents including injured hikers, boating 
accidents, snowmobile accidents and 
snowmobiles through the ice. Because of the 
diverse nature of our calls we must maintain 
a wide range of response capabilities.  

We provide fire and rescue services to 
nearly 2000 residents and more than 
10,000 visitors each year. Our district also 
includes an elementary school, one small 
amusement park, a ski area, a New York 

State Campsite, 2 private campsites, a 
competitive motocross park, a museum, a 
golf course and various restaurants.

The Caroga Lake Fire Company wants to 
build a new firehouse with a total estimated 
cost of $1.9 million at the Baker property 
centrally located at the junction of Route 
29A and Route 10 in Caroga Lake. The fire 
company has been raising funds for 10 years 
and is currently about $500,000 short of 
their goal. We have spent about $185,000 
for the property, demolition of buildings, 
cleanup and planning. The new station 
will help the volunteers to better serve the 
community. 

The needs for a new facility are not just 
cosmetic. The current structure is too small 
to house necessary equipment required for 
our diverse responses and no longer meets 
many OSHA regulations. We have difficulty 
maintaining equipment without moving it 
outside and there is a lack of storage for 
supplies as well as minimal office space for 
necessary record keeping. 

The community we serve has been 
overwhelmingly supportive of the Fire 
Company for many years. We are counting 
on that once again so that we may continue 
to serve our community members in the 
most efficient means possible with the 
expertise they have come to expect from 
us.” 

If you are interested in making a contribution 
to this very worthy cause, please contact 
Brian McIntosh Finance Committee Chair at 
518-835-4103.

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS CAUSE HOWEVER 
YOU CAN! LET THEM KNOW THE WEST 
CAROGA LAKE ASSOCIATION IS WITH 
THEM.

DATES TO REMEMBER

General Meeting Chicken BBQ

Annual Boat Parade Town-Wide Yard Sale

Saturday, June 23rd, 2018
10am • Caroga Chapel • Topics TBA

Saturday, July 28th, 2018
Donate to WCLA sale, more info to come

Saturday, July 14th, 2018
Nick Stoner Inn
5-8pm Social, Dinner & Annual Meeting

Tuesday, July 3rd, 2018
4pm • Sherman’s Docks
Theme: Superheroes

Some historical information and photos taken from: McMartin, Barbara. Caroga: an Adirondack Town Recalls Its Past. 
2nd ed., Lake View Press, 1998.
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Exciting Fish Stocking News
Below is a synopsis from WCLA VP Chris Cram of a joint meeting about fish stocking held 
between the WCLA, ECLEA, and the Caroga Fish and Game Club:

The meeting was held on September 1, 2017, at noon, at 203 North Shore Road, West 
Caroga Lake. Attending were Jason Bush, President of the Caroga Fish and Game 
Club, Phil Addeo, President of the East Caroga Lake Environmental Association, Jed 
Potocar, Board Member of the WCLA (and DEC Fish Stocking Permit holder), and 
myself, Christopher Cram, VP of the WCLA.

We learned early in the meeting that all attending are excited about the concept of 
three lake associations joining forces to achieve a more effective program for the 
replenishment of depleted fish stocks.

We agreed that combining resources, both monetarily and personnel-wise, should 
allow for stocking efforts to be more cost effective and more effective enhancing the 
level of fish stocks in the lakes.

We realized that the three associations have a combined membership in excess of 
700 and many more people read our communications. This translates into clout; both 
politically and in achieving success with our mutual goals.

We agreed that each organization would provide at least 2 but no more than 3 
members to serve on an initial task force. As goals and plans are developed, we will 
recruit additional volunteers from our memberships.

We will meet again in mid to late May, 2018 with all initial task force members (6-9).  

To WCLA members: If you would like to be part of this task force or just be part of the 
endeavor, let us know. If you would like to donate to our fish fund, send donations to ‘WCLA’ 
at P.O. Box 158, Caroga Lake, NY 12032.
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Summer Sneak Peek
We are excited to announce that this summer will bring brand new West 
Caroga Lake Association apparel! 

This year we will feature new designs on screenprinted T-shirts (adult and youth sizes) and 
Hoodies (adult and youth sizes), as well as embroidered polo shirts and hats. Special thanks 
to Debbie Drain (chair of our fundraising committee) and Carol Jolly (our fellow member 
and apparel provider) for organizing artwork and printing options. Keep an eye out for color 
options, ordering details and pricing on our website and Facebook page, and a separate 
order form mailing early this Spring. 

Colors will vary by apparel type.

If you are interested 
in advertising in next 
year’s newsletters, 
contact us by phone, 
email or Facebook  
to learn more. 



Autumn in Caroga
Photo By: Debbie Drain
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SEE YOU AROUND 
THE LAKE, 
SUMMER 2018!

W.C.L.A.
P.O. Box 158
Caroga Lake, NY 12032

To this day, our 
purpose remains “to 
be concerned with 
the preservation and 
improvement of the 
recreational and  
residential environment 
of the West Caroga 
Lake Area.”


