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A word from the President:

Greetings from York, PA,

I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season. There is nothing more 
important than family and everyone here at WCLA hopes that you have found 
plenty of time to spend with yours.

As we settle in for some winter weather (aside from those of you who have 
flown south for the season) I have three Ds for you to consider: Do, Don’t, 
Done.

As all of the holiday business wraps up and your mind starts moving towards 
next summer, DO make a plan to get involved both with the WCLA and in the 
Town of Caroga as a whole. Taking the time to plan out a few ways that you 
can get involved in our little corner of the Adirondacks will ensure that we 
all see more of each other and continue to build an incredible community of 
members.

Once you find yourself back in Caroga, remember the immortal words of 
Jerry Garcia, “DON’T tell me this town ain’t got no heart, you just have to 
poke around.” Caroga has always had a lot to offer. Please take some time 
this summer to explore the town. From incredible hiking trails to amazing 
local businesses like the ones that advertise with us, Caroga has something 
for everyone, so be sure to get out there and make some amazing summer 
memories in 2020.

And later this year, as the summer starts to wind down, take a few moments 
to make sure that you have DONE something new, DONE some exploring 
around town, and DONE something to get more involved in WCLA.  Any town 
is only as good as its people and I know that we have some of the best.  

We’ll see you at the first WCLA meeting at the Caroga Chapel on June 27th 
where we’ve invited newly elected Town Supervisor, Scott Horton, to share his 
thoughts on the future of Caroga.

Looking forward to seeing you around the lake in the summer of 2020!

Don Hopper
President, WCLA

   wclainfo@gmail.com          fb.com/wclainfo          www.wclainfo.com

Happy New Year! W.C.L.A.
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Is our lake water healthy?
One of the important purposes of West 
Caroga Lake Association (WCLA) is to 
work hard to maintain the quality and 
health of our most important natural 
asset…West Caroga Lake! 

In order to perform this task, it is very 
important to measure and monitor 
the water scientifically. Thanks to the 
support of your dues, WCLA has just 
begun participating in a multiple-
year study of lake quality. Our partner 
in this effort is the New York State 
Federation of Lake Associations 
and its initiative Citizens Statewide 
Lake Assessment Program (CSLAP). 
CSLAP, in a collaborative effort with 
the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) 
has ecologists/scientists on its team 

who perform a myriad of tests on many 
samples of lake water; they look for 
evidence of chemical pollutants, such 
as phosphates, nitrates, and calcium, 

water clarity, harmful algal blooms, Ph 
balance, chlorophyll levels, etc. The 
CSLAP was created in 1985 to model 
successful programs in other states, 
such as Vermont, Minnesota, and 
Maine. 

More than 180 lakes in New York State 
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More Fish Tales!
Grab your fishing poles and 
head to the lake. There are now 
800 more trout residing in West 
and East Caroga Lakes. 
Thanks to your generous support, West 
Caroga Lake Association (WCLA) was 
able to gift $2,000 toward the fish-
stocking effort, involving both lakes. 
And…history was in the making when 
WCLA partnered with the East Caroga 
Lake Protective Association (ECLPA) in 
this unprecedented joint fish-stocking 
venture. 

Over Memorial Day Weekend of 2019, 
members of the WCLA and ECLPA 
teams worked with Avery’s Fish 
Hatchery to stock 200 rainbow and 

200 brown trout in each lake—the first 
batch of 400 went into East Caroga 
at the Association beach; the second 

batch of 400 went into West Caroga 
Lake at Nick Simon’s beach. Avery’s 
surprised us all by adding a couple 
dozen golden trout into the mix.

All fish ranged in size from 1 foot to 
about 15 inches, and we hope they will 
grow even bigger over time (unless you 
folks catch them all). A good time was 
had by all, as a healthy crowd of adults 
and children turned out to help with 
tossing in bucketsful of fish. 

But that’s not all… WCLA is planning 
to stock West Caroga Lake with 
smallmouth bass in 2020, as it has done 
several times over the last 6 years or so. 
To date, WCLA has stocked over 1000 
smallmouth bass, several thousand 
baitfish, and, of course, the 400 trout. 

Hope to see you fishing around the 
lake!

“Results should be out for 2019 by 
early 2020; they will be discussed 

in detail with members at the June 
2020 Annual Member Meeting....”



3January 2020 - WCLA Newsletter

Tidbits of History
• Forget about sand traps!  In the 
1920s, there was an even more unusual 
hazard on the Nick Stoner Golf Course. 
Between the 7th, 8th, and 9th holes at 
the Caroga Recreation Park there was a 
pen built to harbor deer. Allie Abrams, 
the game warden at the time, would 
bring injured, stray, or orphaned deer 
to the golf course pen where he would 
feed and care for them until they could 
be released back into the wild.

• During the winter of 1919 and 1920, 
Frank Sherman got the whole town 
talking when they began to notice 
huge stacks of lumber behind his house 
in Caroga. Frank had set up a portable 
saw mill on a piece of land just west 
of London Bridge Road and had been 
producing large quantities of lumber 
each spring. The next summer, Frank 
Sherman turned that pile of lumber 
into Caroga Lake’s biggest attraction, 
Shermans.

• The Caroga Clinic didn’t start out in the 
Town Hall where it is currently located. 

Many of us remember that it used to 

be housed in a small building adjacent 
to the Nick Stoner Clubhouse. But 
there may not have been a clinic at all 
if it weren’t for the efforts of the Nick 
Stoner Senior Citizen’s Club back in 
1985.  Thank you, NSSCC!

• Speaking of places that moved to a 
new location in Caroga, the barn at the 
Caroga Lake Historical Association and 
Museum wasn’t always there either. 
Sometime around 1925, the barn was 
being rented regularly as a Girl Scout 
Camp to a group led by Martha Kunkel. 
The group eventually raised enough 
money to purchase the property 
around the barn which became the 
Fulton County Girl Scout Camp. At 
that point, the barn became the camp’s 
dining room. Flash forward to 1984 
when Mary Tasheff learned of the barn, 
formed a committee, and arranged 
for the donation of the barn to the 
Caroga Historical Association. The 
barn was taken apart and reassembled 
in its current location by a group of 26 
volunteers.

participate in this program, and the 
results of the testing are shared with 
NYSDEC.CSLAP is the only program 
that is actually certified by NYSDEC for 
such testing.

Volunteers from WCLA have hit the lake 
every other week from May – September 
(2019), and they’ve collected a total 
of 8 samples. Each of those samples 
consist of water taken from both a deep 
and a shallow spot. Results should be 

out for 2019 in early 2020; they will 
be discussed in detail with members 
at the June 2020 Annual Member 
Meeting. The study will continue each 
summer for the next five years so that 
the health of the lake can be tracked 
for a meaningful period of time. In 
the event that we discover any issues 
with the lake, the testing will provide 
powerful evidence to assist WCLA in 
approaching regulatory bodies and in 
searching for solutions.



Financial Report
As of December, we have a healthy balance in our accounts. Major expenses 
were fish stocking, newsletter and water quality testing. Major income sources 
were membership dues, garage sale, & newsletter advertising. 

Membership and advertising are key to maintaining our financial picture. We 
currently have 227 members and 26 advertisers. Our organization has supported 
the Caroga Fire Company, Caroga Historical Museum, Caroga Arts Collective, 
Caroga Chapel, and the Fulton County Sheriff’s Boat Patrol.
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A New Law for Safer Boating
Brianna’s Law is in effect as of January 1, 2020, which requires all operators of 
motorized boats and personal watercraft to take a safe boating course and get a 
boating safety certificate by 2025. This new law is named after Brianna Lieneck, an 
11-year-old Long Island girl who was killed in a boating accident. 

This new law has a phased-in approach: depending on your age, the date by which 
you will need to take the course and get your boating safety certificate will vary.

Motorboats
Under the new law, all motor boat operators:

• Born on or after Jan. 1, 1993 you will need a boating safety        
   certificate beginning in 2020.

• Born on or after Jan. 1, 1988 you will need aboating safety  
   certificate beginning in 2022.

• Born on or after Jan. 1, 1983 you  will need a boating safety  
   certificate beginning in 2023.

• Born on or after Jan. 1, 1978 you will need aboating safety  
   certificate beginning in 2024.

• All motor boat operators regardless of age will need a boating  
   safety certificate by January 1, 2025.

Personal Watercraft
Anyone operating a Personal Watercraft (JetSki™, Wave Runner™, etc.) 
must have a boating safety certificate, and be at least 14 years of age or 
older.

Additional information is available from the New York State Parks website:  
https://parks.ny.gov/recreation/boating/
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West Caroga Lake | Winter 2020
Photo by Debbie Drain

DATES TO REMEMBER

General Meeting Town Garage Sale

Annual Boat Parade Chicken BBQ

Saturday, June 27th, 2020
10am • Caroga Chapel 
Guest: Town Supervisor, Scott Horton

Saturday, August 1st, 2020
Nick Stoner Inn
5-8pm Social, Dinner & Annual Meeting

Saturday, July 25th, 2020
WCLA will be set up at the Hogan’s
Camp on East Shore Road. 

Thursday, July 4th, 2020
4pm • On the water by Sherman’s
Theme: 1776 Meets 2020

2019 Boat Parade | Fahy Family 
Theme: Star Wars

2019 Town Garage Sale
Hogan’s Camp on East Shore Rd.

2019 Town-Wide Garage Sale Results
Our 2nd annual WCLA Garage Sale, held on July 26th & 27th, was a HUGE success! We 
raised $1,703 for our association. We were so successful due to all our members who 
donated items for the sale. We had a ton of stuff such as household items, candles, 
electronics, tools and so much more. A big thank you goes out to our members, 
The Hogan Family, for hosting our garage sale on Saturday again this year. The high 
visibility on the East Shore Rd. makes a big difference. Also, a huge thank you to all 
the volunteers who helped us set up and take down our garage sale on both days. It’s 
nice to see so many members getting involved.



W.C.L.A.
P.O. Box 158
Caroga Lake, NY 12032

OUR ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers have allowed us to put out the newsletter 
at a much lower cost. Also, ad revenue helps to pay for 
programs such as our “See It, Scoop It, Trash It” weed nets.

Please use our advertisers’ services as often as possible.

These include:
Food and Beverage - 5
Plumbing/Electric/Contracting/Roofing - 7
Realtors - 2
Professionals - 1
Screen printing/embroidery novelty items - 1
Other local businesses - 9
and The Fire Company

SEE YOU AROUND THE 
LAKE, SUMMER 2020!

Our advertising spots are currently at capacity. However, if 
you are interested in advertsing or in renewing your existing 
advertisement in upcoming newsletters, please do let us 
know via email or Facebook message.

   wclainfo@gmail.com       

    fb.com/wclainfo


