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This document presents for consultation the  
TBfree programme’s proposed 2019 aerial 1080  
and ground-based pest control operations.
The purpose of the consultation is to support engagement 
with the community, affected landowners and land-users by 
providing information about operations proposed for 2019.  
This consultation seeks to invite any questions or information 
needs in relation to the proposed operations, the specified 
methods, timing or other local and community needs.

OSPRI invites submissions from 1 August 2018 until  
30 September 2018.

Details on how to make a submission are set out on  
page 24 of this document, or for further information  
go to www.ospri.co.nz/have-your-say.
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THE BOVINE TB 
MANAGEMENT PLAN
Bovine TB is a serious disease of cattle and farmed 
deer. In New Zealand the disease is also found in 
a wide range of wildlife hosts, especially possums, 
which can maintain the disease in the environment 
and act as a vector of infection for farmed livestock. 
Historically bovine TB has been an important human 
health problem, although this problem is resolved 
in developed countries through effective disease 
control programmes and pasteurisation of milk. 
However continued effective control – and eventual 
eradication – of TB is needed to prevent livestock 
production losses and to maintain the value of our 
important dairy, beef and deer export industries.

OSPRI, through its subsidiary TBfree New Zealand, 
manages the National Pest Management Plan for 
control and eradication of bovine TB. The TB Plan  
is regulated under the Biosecurity Act 1993 and  
the Biosecurity (National Bovine Tuberculosis  
Pest Management Plan) Order 1998.

The TB Plan has been developed as a partnership 
between government and the affected livestock 
industries. The plan aims to achieve biological 
eradication of TB from New Zealand by 2055, with 
TB freedom in livestock by 2026 and freedom from 
disease in possums by 2040.

Since possums and some other pest species are 
vectors for TB at high pest population densities, 
those objectives require maintaining very low 
possum numbers in areas of disease risk for 
significant periods of time through possum control. 
Most possum/pest control work is ground-based 
but, in some areas, aerial 1080 baiting operations 
are more effective and efficient where difficulties of 
access, terrain or vegetation cover prevent safe and 
effective control work by operators on the ground.

Aerial 1080 application is subject to strict 
controls under the Hazardous Substances and 
New Organisms Act 1996, administered by the 
Environmental Protection Authority. This includes 
a requirement for consent from local public health 
authorities for each operation.

As the TBfree programme progresses towards 
the eradication of TB from wildlife and livestock, 
methods are being constantly refined to ensure 
most efficient use of resources to achieve the 
results required and what operations are most 
suitable for each area undergoing pest control.

CONSERVATION AND 
COMMUNITY BENEFITS
OSPRI’s pest control work has significant flow-on 
benefits for New Zealand’s unique native flora and 
fauna. Possums eat the forest canopy and are one 
of the major predators of native birds, preying on 
eggs, chicks and even adults.

Some of the pest control tools in use − particularly 
1080 − are also very effective at controlling 
the other two major forest predators: rats and 
stoats. OSPRI works closely in partnership with 
Department of Conservation (DOC) to deliver 
conservation benefits through pest control activities.

OSPRI’s experience and efficiency at managing 
large-scale pest and predator control has enabled 
it to lead operations for DOC’s Battle for Our Birds, 
particularly in areas targeted for or adjacent to 
TBfree aerial operations.

More information on the biodiversity benefits  
of pest control at ospri.co.nz.
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Planned eradication by:

TOWARDS ERADICATION:  
REGIONAL OPERATIONAL 
FOCUS

The TBfree programme’s operational activities are 
bringing many areas significantly closer to their 
planned eradication dates.

The aerial operations open for consultation in this 
document are part of a national approach to TB 
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SOUTH ISLAND  
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Planned eradication by:

Management. Regional plans for TB eradication  
are focused on the remaining areas of known  
TB infection in wildlife. These will be systematically 
treated with possum population control activities 
along a determined path towards TB eradication,  
as illustrated in the maps following.

TB Management Areas across New Zealand are 
shaded on the maps below, with their expected 
dates of eradication.
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PEST MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS – 2019  
NORTH ISLAND

Aerial Operations

Ground Operations

Survey Operations

NORTH ISLAND AERIAL 
OPERATIONS 2019

PAGE

Hatepe 4 16

Horopito 17

Waipunga 18

PROPOSED OPERATIONS 
FOR 2019
The following maps show the locations of proposed 
2019 pest control operations. As outlined in the 
table below, aerial operations cover about 5% of 
proposed operational activity. The majority of 
remaining work involves surveys (68%) and ground-
based pest control making up the balance (27%). 
For detail on the specific aerial operations proposed, 
please refer to the page numbers in the tables.

Specific details and operational boundaries  
are indicative only and may change as a result  
of further planning and consultation.

Changes and final details of operations are 
confirmed closer to the operation dates pending 
feedback submitted as part of the consultation 
process and according to consent agency 
requirements and other considerations. Final details 
will be communicated directly to affected parties, 
and through letters, public notifications, media  
and ospri.co.nz.
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PEST MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS – 2019  
SOUTH ISLAND 

SOUTH ISLAND AERIAL 
OPERATIONS 2019

PAGE

Clarence West 20

Inangahua East & Inangahua West 21

Bush Gully & Tarndale 22

Upper Awatere North and South 23

Aerial Operations

Ground Operations

Survey Operations

PROPOSED OPERATIONS AREA COVERAGE

PROPOSED  
ACTIVITY 

NORTH  
ISLAND

NORTHERN  
SOUTH ISLAND

SOUTHERN  
SOUTH ISLAND

Aerial operations 68,073 ha 118,675 ha 0 ha

Ground operations 132,399 ha 401, 041 ha 540,151 ha

Survey operations 434,976 ha 604,937 ha 1,709,538 ha

Total 635,448 ha 1,130,515 ha 2,249,689 ha
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ENHANCING LOCAL 
ENGAGEMENT
Pest management under the TB Plan is delivered 
through a framework of TB Management Areas 
(TMAs) ospri.co.nz/tma. TMAs represent dedicated 
regions or areas across NZ and operational areas  
of similar habitat, disease patterns, geography  
and control history.

Each TMA has a specific and detailed local 
operational plan designed to eradicate TB as 
efficiently as possible by a target date. There may 
be several separate control or survey operations 
within a single TMA depending on topography  
and control required.

In order to enhance communications for our pest 
control work, OSPRI has developed and published 
notices for each TMA. These notices provide 
information about the timing and location of  
our pest management operations.

Each TMA is described in a notice which will be 
updated annually to reflect eradication progress 
and any proposed operational changes. A library  
of TMA notices for each region in New Zealand  
can be found at ospri.co.nz.

In planning operations, we seek to strike the best 
balance between the needs for cost-effective  
TB control, the needs of the region’s landusers,  
and impacts of our operations. OSPRI invests 
more than $870,000 per year on research and 
development towards improved pest management 
and TB control methodologies including alternative 
pest control methods.

Our aim is always to carry out safe, effective 
operations which meet TB eradication goals and 
minimise any potential impact on the communities 
where we work.
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AERIAL OPERATION PLANNING AND CONSULTATION PROCESS
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TBFREE OPERATIONS  
CONSULTATION PROCESS
OSPRI’s TBfree operations consultation process 
involves a range of steps, from planning and 
operational design to postoperative reporting  
to individuals, communities and land users in  
the areas of the proposed operations.

Central to this is delivering national, regional and 
local consultation to provide opportunities for 
people and organisations to be informed of the 
proposed operations and to identify any concerns 
or further information required.

NATIONAL APPROACH
A key step of the consultation process is the release 
of this document to ensure that affected parties, 
land occupiers and land users are consulted, well 
in advance, about our proposed 2019 TBfree pest 
control operations.

This is to provide the opportunity for individuals 
and organisations to submit feedback, raise 
questions and comments about proposed 
operations including any local information needs, 
risks or problems that may need to be addressed 
for an individual operations proposal.

The document is available online at ospri.co.nz  
and is being sent to:

• Landowners/occupiers who may be directly 
affected by operations

• Commercial companies

• Iwi groups and trusts

• Hunting and outdoor recreation groups

• Regional and local government

• District public health units and  
Medical Officers of Health

• Conservation groups

• Animal welfare groups.

Operations may be modified where our consultation 
with the community identifies the need to do so. 
For example, consultation with deer hunters in 
Central Otago in 2017/18 (see page 11) has led to 
widespread use of deer repellent on 1080 baits 
across areas of high hunting value.

REGIONAL APPROACH
It is important to note that as part of our regional 
consultation process, land occupiers within 
and adjacent to operations will also receive 
individual notification well in advance ahead of 
proposed activity and personal visits well before 
commencement of operations.

Another important step involves further general 
public notification, including newspaper notices  
and clear signposting at all likely access points  
to operational areas. Community meetings may  
be held where operations are likely to be of wide  
or significant community interest particularly where 
there is high public utilisation of land.

See page 9 and page 10 for diagrams showing 
the various steps and timings through every stage 
of a proposed aerial and ground operation, from 
planning and operational design to postoperative 
reporting. It is important to note these are indicative 
and may change as a result of design modifications 
to specific operational details.
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CONSULTATION  
AND ENGAGEMENT  
CASE STUDY
YOUR SUBMISSIONS COUNT
Working with hunters to target TB

A TBfree aerial 1080 possum control operation  
in Central Otago during winter 2018 illustrates  
how effective consultation enables affected  
groups to have their voice heard and their views 
considered by OSPRI when planning and designing 
important TB eradication work. 

A fundamental part of the work to eradicate TB 
involves reducing the possum population with  
large-scale poisoning operations. This interrupts  
the cycle of TB infection, and lessens the risk of 
wildlife passing TB to farmed cattle and deer. 

One area of land on the eastern shore of Lake Hawea 
required a large-scale possum control in the winter 
of 2018. The ground-based techniques of trapping 
and baiting – which make up 90 per cent of the 
TBfree programme’s possum control work – weren’t 
appropriate for the steep forest and tussock high 
country. So an aerial 1080 operation was proposed.

The Timaru River carves a deep gorge through 
steep country to flow into Lake Hawea. It’s a 
popular and accessible hunting area, and the  
need to aerially treat the area was not popular  
with hunters who stalk deer, tahr and wild pigs  
in the catchment.

Because the area is valued by hunters and trampers, 
OSPRI was careful to consult and listen to concerns, 
such as the probability that some deer and tahr 
which ate toxic cereal baits intended for possums 
would be killed.
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Hunters who see the benefits of eradicating TB from 
wildlife and livestock are taking a broader and more 
reasonable view of the need for possum control 
than some who totally disagree with the use of 
aerial 1080. 

Keen hunter Murray Burns, who is secretary  
of the Upper Clutha branch of the New Zealand 
Deerstalkers’ Association, understands that possum 
control must be done to protect farmed cattle  
and deer. 

He says that Timaru Creek is one of the few places 
left in the locality with ease of access, convenience 
and a good variety of game animals. “The branch 
acknowledges the need for effective TB vector 
control to ensure the farming community maintains 
access to overseas markets, but the by-kill of non-
target species from aerial control is unpopular.”

“Our preference is to see 1080 baits laid by ground 
control, but in the event that aerial control is 
inevitable, we would encourage OSPRI to consider 
the use of deer repellent.”

To address those concerns, OSPRI went to 
considerable expense to coat cereal baits with 
proven deer repellent for use on the most sensitive 
parts of the 6,825 hectare Timaru Creek operation. 

Murray says the branch consulted with OSPRI 
in 2015 about an aerial drop nearby – on Mount 
Burke and the Maungawera Valley – and was happy 
with the action that came out of discussions: deer 
repellent on baits.

OSPRI is also carrying out research during the 
course of the operation. It has contracted Manaaki 
Whenua Landcare Research to monitor the impact 
of this control operation on both red deer and tahr. 
Field researchers positioned trail cameras during 
the summer to determine and compare the level  
of incidental red deer and tahr mortality, using baits 
with and without deer repellent.

So far 91 trail cameras have been deployed to count 
deer numbers ahead of the operation. That data 
will be compared with numbers after the aerial 
operation has been flown, and the results will be 
used to assess the impact of the operation.

This kind of consultation contributes to the continuous 
improvement of possum control operations and 
considers the interests of all land users. Feedback 
on the series of proposed operations outlined in this 
document is invited and welcomed by OSPRI, online 
at ospri.co.nz or in writing via the form provided in 
this document. 

OSPRI remains committed to broad public 
consultation through notifications and meetings 
with affected parties. A summary of submission  
and responses, and the changes that arose from  
the 2018 Pest Control Operations Consultation  
are available at ospri.co.nz/consultation.
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AERIAL PEST CONTROL: 
HOW AND WHY WE  
USE 1080
A range of control methods is employed  
depending on the scale and severity of the problem, 
the accessibility of the area being treated, the 
location’s history of control and target dates for  
TB eradication.

The rationale for pest control operations relies  
on coordinated and continuous possum control  
to establish and maintain low populations of 
possums for considerable periods of time (about 
seven years). 

Costs for aerial 1080 application are reasonably 
constant no matter what the terrain – usually about 
$25–28 per hectare. Ground control costs can 
match this on easy country with good access, but 
can reach $100–200 per hectare or more on rugged 
country or in dense forest and scrubland. Ground 
control can also take longer with more potential 
resource and health and safety management. Aerial 
possum control also delivers biodiversity benefits 
through the by-kill of rats and stoats that threaten 
native bird populations.

Aerial drops of 1080 are demonstrated to be a cost 
effective and efficient means of controlling possums 
in extensive, less accessible areas. In very remote or 
difficult areas, ground control is much less efficient 
and can be up to three times more expensive – if it 
is possible at all.

Considerations include practicality of access, human 
health and safety considerations, public and private 
land use and animal management.

The aerial distribution of toxic baits requires 
consent from landowners and public health 
authorities. The toxin 1080 is the tool of choice  
for aerial baiting because it:

• is extremely effective at controlling possum 
numbers to very low levels in hard-to-reach areas

• does not contaminate natural waters  
at the rates applied 

• is biodegradable and does not persist  
in the environment

• does not accumulate in the food chain

• brings significant biodiversity benefits as a result 
of pest control outcomes where other natural 
and endangered species may again thrive in their 
natural habitats.

Public safety is always a top priority and consents 
for each operation are sought following an extensive 
and detailed submission process describing the 
method, timing and approach for purposes of 
obtaining government consent for each individual 
operation before these operations may proceed.

The operations are carefully planned and guided by 
GPS technology to ensure bait is applied accurately 
and only within consented boundaries.

For more information, please read factsheets, 
publications and resources at ospri.co.nz.

DOG WELFARE A PRIORITY
Dogs are extremely susceptible to 1080 
poisoning, from eating baits or poisoned 
possum carcasses. Dogs must be kept well 
clear of 1080-treated areas. Warning signs  
will be kept in place until monitoring shows 
that baits or carcasses no longer present  
any risk to dogs – for carcasses, this can  
take some months. Immediate veterinary 
attention must be sought for any case of 
suspected dog poisoning.  

More information is available at ospri.co.nz
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GROUND CONTROL  
AND SURVEY ACTIVITY
Ground-based control of pests is planned according 
to the level of TB risk to cattle and deer herds, the 
history of control operations and the eradication 
goals for the area. It is important to note that 
ground control is often not an option in areas where 
the terrain is steep or hard to access or unsafe for 
contractors to carry out the required work.

Most TBfree pest control operations are ground- 
based. For the 2018/2019 year, 139 ground-based 
pest control projects using a mix of ground-laid 
toxins, bait stations and traps are planned across 
the country, along with 42 pig survey projects 
nationally and 44 ferret surveys in the South Island. 
Pigs and ferrets are surveyed because they are 
good indicators of the presence of TB in possums, 
known to be the main wildlife host and transmitter 
of TB.

Ground-based trapping or baiting is an effective 
method for possum control in accessible areas, and 
a good method of maintaining low possum densities 
once their numbers have been reduced.

There are many different types of traps, baits  
and placement methods which can be varied 
according to animal welfare considerations, ease 
of access, set-up and maintenance time, and the 
potential risks to livestock, dogs and native animals.  
When compared to aerial pest control, trapping  
is far more labour intensive and significantly more 
costly, as most traps need to be checked daily.

More information on pest management is available 
at ospri.co.nz.

AERIAL OPERATIONS 2019
A relatively small number of proposed aerial 
operations (compared with previous years) are open 
for consultation this year as the TBfree programme 
gets closer to eradication targets and operates on  
a reduced budget.
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NORTH ISLAND  
AERIAL OPERATIONS  
2019
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HATEPE 4
CENTRAL NORTH ISLAND

THE TERRAIN AND  
OPERATIONAL AREA
This 12,540 ha area is mostly (90 per cent) 
commercial pine plantation owned by an Iwi trust, 
with the remaining area being native podocarp  
and beech forest. The terrain is very steep in places, 
with steep sided gully systems making foot access 
difficult. The Tauranga-Taupo River runs through  
the centre of the block. The Department of 
Conservation administers a small part of the area.

Hunting in the area is by permit only for trust members. 
The trust will not allow hunting while 1080 baits  
or poisoned possum carcasses remain toxic to dogs. 
While the operation is in progress and until warning 
signs are removed, dogs will be at risk in the forest 
and alongside the Tauranga-Taupo stream.  
The area is frequented by fishermen, often with 
dogs. Signage will advise of these risks and any 
hunters will be advised through the permit system.

TB MANAGEMENT AREA  
AND ERADICATION
The Hatepe 4 operation is in the Hatepe Lake TMA. 
Eradication is expected in 2023.

COLLABORATION AND 
CONSULTATION
On this eastern side of the lake OSPRI works with 
the iwi trust to schedule its operations so that some 
untreated areas are available for hunting while 
OSPRI treats other blocks. Deer repellent will be 
used across the entire area to limit any possible by-
kill of deer. Iwi have been advised of the proposed 
operation and further detailed discussions will be 
held before any operations are confirmed. 

TB INFECTION HISTORY
Hatepe 4 is in an area which in the past has had 
significant TB infection in cattle herds and more 
recently in wildlife. TB vector control of the  
12,540 ha of forestry blocks continues with the 
systematic control in this area which is known  
to hold TB. 

Control protects the farmland immediately to the 
southwest toward Turangi, Hautu and Rangipo. 
The most recent TB findings are of an infected 
pig in 2014, at the southern end of this block, and 
another in 2015, 8km south east of the area. In 2011 
six infected possums were trapped near Motuoapa 
which confirmed TB in the possum population. 

OPERATIONAL CONTROL  
METHOD PREFERRED
This operation covering 12,540 ha is large and  
while it is reasonably well tracked, the terrain 
restricts effective possum control by ground 
methods. Landscape-scale control with the  
quick population reduction required for effective  
TB control is best achieved by aerial bait 
application.   
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HOROPITO 
(MANAWATŪ/WHANGANUI)

TERRAIN AND OPERATIONAL AREA
The Horopito operational area extends from 
Horopito in the north to Karioi Forest in the south. 
The western boundary is defined by State Highway 
4, and the eastern side extends to the bush line 
on Mt Ruapehu. The area is almost exclusively 
managed by DOC as Tongariro National Park. Karioi 
Forest is a privately owned exotic pine plantation. 
The rest of the 33,000 ha operational area is 
covered in native vegetation and has steep and 
rugged terrain. 

The National Park area is popular with trampers, 
mountain bikers, hunters, and tourists, while pig 
and deer hunters frequent Karioi Forest. Extensive 
public notification and signage at key access points 
will alert land users to the operations. 

TB MANAGEMENT AREA  
AND ERADICATION
The operation is in the Ruapehu TMA. Eradication  
is expected in 2028.

CONSULTATION AND 
COLLABORATIONS
Local iwi, the local forestry company, DOC, and 
OSPRI, in collaboration with Massey University are 
conducting a monitoring programme on the effects 
of 1080 in the local environment. Early discussions 
on operational details have been undertaken with 
the local iwi and DOC.

RECENT TB INFECTION HISTORY
The most recent infected herd in the surrounding 
area was during 2009/2010 near Orautoha, in close 
proximity to the aerial control zone. There have 
been multiple infected herds dating back to early-
mid 1970s, with some being infected at times across 
multiple years and decades. Due to the high density 
and frequency of historically TB infected herds,  
it is important that this operation occurs to ensure 
there is no remaining TB in wildlife that may re-
infect farmed cattle and deer. 

OPERATIONAL CONTROL  
METHOD PREFERRED
To ensure a high level of confidence of TB freedom 
throughout the block, comprehensive pest control 
coverage is required. As the block is covered in 
dense bush habitat, has rugged and steep terrain, 
is large, and has areas that are inaccessible, ground 
control alone cannot ensure enough control 
coverage to eradicate TB from the area. Aerial 
baiting is the preferred and most efficient method 
of control on this block. 
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WAIPUNGA
NORTHERN HAWKE’S BAY

TERRAIN AND OPERATIONAL AREA
The Waipunga operation covers 36,900 ha of 
Crown, private, and Iwi trust-owned land.  
The project area is approximately 80km north 
of Napier in the vast wilderness making up the 
southern end of the Whirinaki Forest Park, and 
abuts the southern boundary of Te Urewera. 

The terrain is moderate to very steep native bush, 
predominantly covered in thick indigenous bush 
and commercial forestry, with a small amount of 
farmland. Major waterways within and bordering the 
project area include the Mohaka, Waipunga, Te Hoe, 
Hautapu and Mokomokonui rivers. 

The area is remote, with some hunting and dog  
use, especially near north and western boundaries 
with Kaingaroa Forest. Advice for dog owners  
is given as part of the permit process and signage 
will be present on the Kaingaroa access side of  
the operation.

Private land within the area is regularly controlled 
for biodiversity purposes and, as a result, has large 
numbers of kiwi and other threatened fauna.  
The area also has actively protected sites of the 
native trees Pittosporum turneri and kakabeak. 

TB MANAGEMENT AREA  
AND ERADICATION
This operation is in the Waipunga TMA. Eradication 
is expected in 2029. 

This operation connects on its northern and western 
boundaries with two operations completed in  
2017 – Wheao (OSPRI) and Whirinaki (DOC).  
While the Waipunga operation is primarily aimed 
at TB eradicationit will add significantly to the 
biodiversity gains achieved from these other recent 
operations. Some private landowners are doing 
considerable biodiversity work and welcome the 
additional control. 

COLLABORATION AND 
CONSULTATION
Directly affected private landowners have been 
notified of the operation, with consultation on 
boundaries and on areas of their land that might 
need to be excluded and/or receive different 
methods of control.

TB INFECTION HISTORY
Two infected pigs were found in 2018 on adjacent 
land. Two pigs were also found just north (16km)  
of this block in 2012, and another pig (16km) south 
of this block. 

It is important that this operation occurs to ensure 
there is no remaining TB in wildlife that may re-
infect farmed cattle and deer.

Two TB infected pigs were found close to the 
boundary of the treatment area in 2018. Possum 
surveys have also shown density levels that are very 
high. Due to this high density it is important that 
this activity occurs to reduce the risk of reinfection. 

OPERATIONAL CONTROL  
METHOD PREFERRED 
The area is very steep in places and while some 
areas are tracked, large sections of the northern 
areas have steep terrain and thick vegetation  
which hamper ground access. Some ground  
control is carried out by private landowners,  
but only in limited areas with good foot access. 
Aerial 1080 baiting is required to ensure effective 
overall control. 
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CLARENCE WEST
NORTH CANTERBURY

TERRAIN AND OPERATIONAL AREA
The Clarence West operational area is made up  
of two separate blocks of privately owned land.  
The larger of the two blocks is situated on the 
eastern side of the Inland Kaikoura Ranges, from 
Dart Stream in the south to Mt Monro in the north.

The smaller block is situated on the true left of 
the Clarence River beginning south at Snowgrass 
Hut and running north to Cabbage Tree hut. It is 
approximately 8000 ha.

This operation was initially planned for winter 2018, 
but was deferred to fit in with farm management. 
The exact timing will be determined after further 
consultation with affected landowners.

TB MANAGEMENT AREA AND 
ERADICATION
The Clarence West aerial sits within the Clarence 
Reserve TMA. Eradication is expected in 2026.

CONSULTATION AND 
COLLABORATIONS
Initial landowner consultation resulted in the timing 
of this operation being changed to fit in with farm 
management.

TB INFECTION HISTORY
TB ferrets were identified from an adjacent ground 
control block in 2014/15. An adjacent cattle herd  
is currently infected, from a wildlife source.

Because of this, control of the possum population 
for TB purposes is necessary to reduce the risk 
of TB spreading and ensure progress towards 
eradication targets.

OPERATIONAL CONTROL  
METHOD PREFERRED
This block is extremely rugged and is unsuitable for 
ground control methods. Aerial control is the best 
method to achieve TB eradication.
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INANGAHUA EAST AND 
INANGAHUA WEST
WEST COAST

TERRAIN AND OPERATIONAL AREA
Inangahua East: The operational area is on the east 
side of the Inangahua River, from near Reefton in 
the south to Iron Bridge on the Buller River. Most of 
the block is below 1000m altitude and covers the 
lower half of Rough, Dee, Brown and Coal Creeks as 
well as the lower parts of Larrys Creek and Waitahu 
River. It covers approximately 30,000 ha.

Inangahua West: The western operational area 
extends from about Giles Creek in the south to 
White Cliffs and Buller Gorge near Berlins in the 
north. It includes lower reaches of Giles Stream  
and Stony River, the Perseverance area, Pell and 
Hard Creeks and the Heaphy mine area. The area  
is mostly beech forest managed by DOC, with some 
privately owned forestry. It covers approximately 
10,500 ha.

These operations were last flown in 2011. Warning 
signs and public notification will alert the public  
to the operation and risks to dogs, until signage  
is officially removed. 

TB MANAGEMENT AREA  
AND ERADICATION
The Inangahua East and Inangahua West operations 
sit within the Buller TMA. Eradication is expected  
in 2027.

TB INFECTION HISTORY
There is clear evidence that TB is present in wildlife: 
recently infected herds grazing in the area have 
been closed herds, with no potential livestock 
movement to otherwise explain introduction of TB.

POSSUM DENSITY INFORMATION  
AND DISEASE CONTROL RATIONALE
Possum abundance in this area is generally 
moderate due to a long history of intensive possum 
control. The greater area has received control over 
a long period but there are areas where the residual 
possum population is high enough to maintain  
the disease.

OPERATIONAL CONTROL  
METHOD PREFERRED
It would not be viable to conduct effective ground 
control operations due to the extremely rugged 
nature of the terrain. The proposed aerial control is 
the best cost option and will provide the best coverage.

212019 TBFREE PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS CONSULTATION

 
ospri.co.nz 

http://www.ospri.co.nz


MOLESWORTH (BUSH 
GULLY & TARNDALE)
MARLBOROUGH

OPERATIONAL AREA AND TERRAIN
The Bush Gully and Tarndale blocks form part of  
a comprehensive ten year pest control programme 
designed for the Molesworth area. Exact boundaries 
and timing are yet to be confirmed but are likely  
to encompass the following areas:

• Bush Gully – is planned over approximately 
21,508 ha and will include areas of Leader  
Dale, Big Bush Stream, Bush Gully and  
Bunkers stream.

• Tarndale – is planned over approximately  
40,000 ha and includes areas of the internal 
block of the Molesworth property, including 
Yarra River, Alma River, and Tarndale.

Neither of these areas have had aerial 1080  
control before. 

There is strong hunting interest in this area and 
ongoing consultation is being undertaken with 
hunters and hunting groups, including inviting 
interested parties to provide feedback via the 
national consultation process.

TB MANAGEMENT AREA  
AND ERADICATION
The Molesworth Bush Gully aerial sits within the 
Clarence Catchment TMA and the Molesworth 
Canterbury Vector Control Zone (VCZ). Eradication 
is expected in 2033.

The Tarndale aerial sits within the Molesworth/
Clarence Reserve TMA and the Molesworth 
Marlborough VCZ. Eradication is expected in 2027.

CONSULTATION AND 
COLLABORATIONS
Discussions with the local NZDA branch and 
interested hunters began in 2016/17 and will continue 
throughout the implementation of the project.

TB INFECTION HISTORY
The Molesworth/Clarence Reserve and Clarence 
Catchment TMAs have an extensive history of TB 
infection in both wildlife and livestock. TB has been 
found in all surveys, most recently in ferrets and 
pigs in 2015. Possum control undertaken to date 
has been sporadic and has not been sufficient to 
achieve possum TB freedom throughout the TMA. 
Clearance of TB from the remaining long-standing 

infected herd in the area will require considerable 
further wildlife control work.

POSSUM DENSITY INFORMATION  
AND DISEASE CONTROL RATIONALE
Routine formal possum control had not been  
carried out on Molesworth until 2017, when a 10 year 
pest management plan for the area commenced. 
Further information on this plan is available online 
at ospri.co.nz.

Both ground and aerial control operations along 
with ferret surveys have been undertaken in 
the surrounding areas north of the Molesworth 
operational area. The most recent control work was 
completed in Upper Awatere and Upper Awatere 
Molesworth blocks during 2017 and a ferret survey 
was completed in the Upper Awatere block in 2015.

TB has repeatedly been found in ferret surveys 
between the Molesworth homestead and Muller 
Station. As a result this area will require sustained 
control over a long period to achieve TB freedom; 
this will include aerial and ground control.

The work on Molesworth and surrounding areas  
is a vital component of the TB programme’s plan  
to eradicate TB from NZ by 2055.

OPERATIONAL CONTROL  
METHOD PREFERRED
It would not be viable to conduct the Molesworth 
operation by ground methods due to the extremely 
rugged nature of the terrain. Aerial baiting is the 
best cost option and will provide the best coverage.

N
O

R
TH

E
R

N
 SO

U
TH

 ISLA
N

D

22 2019 TBFREE PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS CONSULTATION

TBfree is an OSPRI programme

https://ospri.co.nz/molesworth-station/


N
O

R
TH

E
R

N
 SO

U
TH

 ISLA
N

D

UPPER AWATERE  
NORTH AND SOUTH
MARLBOROUGH

TERRAIN AND OPERATIONAL AREA
The Upper Awatere North and South operations 
take in parts of Muller Station and Middlehurst 
Station on either side of the Awatere Valley Road. 
The country includes steep sub-alpine terrain, 
intersected by streams. Alpine beech forest is more 
prevalent on the northern side of the Awatere River, 
otherwise scrub and matagouri predominates.

• Upper Awatere North: The operational area 
begins at Molesworth Stream up to Saxton Pass, 
running west along the ridge towards Shingle 
Peak. The western boundary follows Castle River 
down to the foothills where it meets back up 
with Molesworth Stream.

• Upper Awatere South: The operational area runs 
from the southern Muller Station boundary east 
to the Tone River. It follows the Tone River onto 
the main ridge up to the Tone Saddle and around 
to Turks Head to the Yeo Stream. 

Upper Awatere North was last treated in October/
November 2014. 

The operational area covers approximately  
29,000 ha. The exact timing of these operational 
blocks will be determined after consultation with 
affected landowners within the operational area. 
Signage and notifications will alert the public  
to the operation and risks to dogs, until signage  
is officially removed. 

TB MANAGEMENT AREA  
AND ERADICATION
The Upper Awatere North and Upper Awatere South 
aerial operations sit within the Molesworth/Clarence 
Reserve TMA. Eradication is expected in 2027.

TB INFECTION HISTORY
The Molesworth/Clarence Reserve TMA has an 
extensive history of TB infection in both wildlife  
and livestock. TB has been found in all surveys,  
most recently in ferrets in 2013 and pigs in 2015. 
Possum control undertaken to date has been 
sporadic and has not been sufficient to achieve 
possum TB freedom throughout the TMA. Clearance 
of TB from the remaining long-standing infected 
herd in the area will require considerable further 
wildlife control work.

POSSUM DENSITY INFORMATION  
AND DISEASE CONTROL RATIONALE
Ground-based possum control was undertaken 
during 2017 in the Upper Awatere and Upper 
Awatere Molesworth blocks. Both blocks have  
been controlled annually since 2011.

A ferret survey was undertaken in 2015 in the  
Upper Awatere block.

Aerial possum control was previously undertaken 
over 22,000 ha in 2009 in the Upper Awatere block. 
Portions of the Molesworth operational area within 
Marlborough were aerially controlled in 2017.

Previous monitoring has shown higher than 
expected possum densities in the Awatere South 
aerial block.

OPERATIONAL CONTROL  
METHOD PREFERRED 
It would not be viable to conduct the Upper 
Awatere North and South operations by ground 
control operations due to the extremely rugged 
nature of the terrain. Aerial baiting is the best cost 
option and will provide the best coverage.
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HOW TO MAKE A SUBMISSION
We are now inviting feedback on our 2019 national plan for TBfree pest control operations. OSPRI seeks  
to consult specifically on the nature, conduct, area, timing and method of proposed operations.

While other queries submitted by landowners, users and the general public – such as the rationale  
and science supporting the eradication of TB – may be addressed, the focus of the consultation is  
the programme of operations proposed in each region of New Zealand.

Submissions are invited solely around the operations proposed in this document, and not on wider issues 
such as the purposes of the TBfree programme or the use of 1080 for pest control in New Zealand.

OSPRI encourages engagement with interested communities and those affected by proposed TBfree 
operations, and invites input from 1 August 2018 until 30 September 2018 through several channels:

• By email to consultation@ospri.co.nz 

• By post to National TBfree Operations Consultation, PO Box 3412, Wellington 6140

• By phone on 0800 482 463

• Through attendance at our drop-in days and information events, dates for which are notified  
in local newspapers and online at ospri.co.nz 

• By completing the form on the ospri.co.nz website.

Please use the form below to submit your feedback on any of the proposed pest control operations 
outlined in this document.

Your submission may become publicly available information. For this reason, please indicate clearly if your 
comments are commercially sensitive or if, for some other reason, you do not consider that they should be 
disclosed. Any request for non-disclosure would be considered under the Official Information Act 1982 and 
the Privacy Act 1993.

Once consultation closes on Sunday 30 September 2018, the submissions will be considered and any 
necessary response undertaken before the end of October. Submissions will be used to inform the  
final operational design.

Name

Position and organisation

Area of interest (farmer, hunter, etc)

Phone

Email

Postal address

1. What is the proposed aerial operation/s you are commenting on?

2. What is the primary subject of your submission?

 �  Timings of proposed operation

 �  Rationale for operation

 �  Impact of business or commercial activity

 �  General operational concerns

 �  Operational methods

 �  Other (please state):

3. Please outline your feedback

TBfree is an OSPRI programme
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