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WELCOME
dyngus day denizens

remember the first time I went to 
Poland and tried to explain what 

Dyngus Day in Buffalo was like. They 
looked at me as if I were suggesting 
a festival dedicated to a rodent pok-
ing his head out of a burrow in order 
to forecast weather for the next two 
months. That’s how bizarre the con-
cept of Dyngus is everywhere except 
Western New York. No one in the 
motherland could believe that this ob-
scure observance was heralded with 
tens of thousands of revelers chasing 
each other with pussy willow branch-
es, and splashing water while garner-
ing national publicity because of such 
silly quirky antics. In Poland the day 
is low key, a day of relaxation after 40 
days of penance and sacrifice signify-
ing new life and our salvation because 
of Jesus’ suffering and sacrifice. 

 It’s true that this springtime cel-
ebration is an ancient Polish custom, 
and as such, Polish pride is abundant-
ly evident on the day after Easter. Red 
and white flags unfurl in the breeze 
everywhere you look. The smell of 
pierogi cooking while polka music 
plays is apparent all over town. But 
in Buffalo N.Y., Dyngus Day is some-
thing more than Polish pageantry. 
 Here on the eastern tip of Lake 
Erie, the end of Lent not only means 
the end of the introspection that goes 
along with the abstinence and self de-
nial of temporal turn ons, it also sig-
nifies strength and fortitude. You see, 
it takes a special kind of individual 
to be able to endure months of  short 
gray days and long dark nights punc-
tuated by howling winds and swirl-
ing snowstorms. But there are many 
places in the world where inclement 

I

weather affects day to day existence. 
What makes us so different? Here in 
the Queen City it’s not just the abil-
ity to endure the elements, it’s the 
prodigious propensity we have to ral-
ly. Whether it be weather related, a 
sports competition or the weakened 
economy of a rust belt city, Buffaloni-
ans bounce back.
 If you debate this declaration, 
simply look at Dyngus Day.  This 
phenomenon is distinctly demon-
strated every year with the budding 
of blossoming bulbs heralding new 
beginnings along with the anticipa-
tion of reinvention and reclamation. 
As thousands of people of all sizes, 
shapes and color gather to parade 
and polka through the streets of 
a once mighty, but now neglected 
neighborhood, that spirit is as evi-
dent as the business end of a pussy 
willow branch on your bottom.
 Here on these shores, we cel-
ebrate life and we celebrate each 
other. Adversity does not stop us. It 
makes us stronger. Diversity does 
not divide us. It brings us together. 
Our journeys may have been differ-
ent but in many ways they are all the 
same. Because no matter what your 
story is…once again on Dyngus day 
our story begins anew. 

Eddy dObOsIEWICz
dyngus day buffaLO
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What is Dyngus Day?
 How do you explain to a novice 
that there is a day every year when 
people actually chase one anoth-
er while brandishing pussy willow 
branches, trying to swat each other 
to show their affection, then recip-
rocating that pursuit by dousing the 
other with water? Without being 
laughed at uncontrollably by a na-
tional news correspondent that is. 
 Well, it’s really quite simple. Pic-
ture Fat Tuesday on the other end of 
Lent. It’s really just a party signify-
ing the end of Lent as opposed to the 
start. The ancient roots of the post 
Lenten bacchanal known as Dyngus 
Day had their start in pagan rituals, 
signifying the beginning of the grow-
ing season, but over the centuries 
have evolved into a whole different 
experience.
 Historically a Polish-American 
tradition, Smigus-Dingus or as we 
call it, Dyngus Day, celebrates the 
end of the often restrictive obser-
vance of Lent and the joy of Eas-
ter. Over the decades, Dyngus 
Day has become a wonderful holiday 
to celebrate Polish-American cul-
ture, heritage and traditions. There 
are many stories that attempt to ex-
plain the origins of the day. Many 
Polish religious customs date back 
to pre-Christian, Slavic practices. 
The custom of pouring water is an 
ancient spring rite of cleansing, pu-
rification, and fertility. The same is 
true of the complimentary practice of 
switching with pussy willow branch-
es. Since 966 A.D., Dyngus Day has 
been associated with the baptism of 
Prince Mieszko I. Tradition states 
that Prince Mieszko I along with his 
court were baptized on Easter Mon-
day when he adopted Christianity 
as the national religion of Poland. 
Thus, Dyngus Day and its rites of 
sprinkling with water have become 
a folk celebration in thanksgiving 
for the fact that the first king of Po-
land was baptized into Christianity, 
bringing Catholicism to Poland. In 
more modern times, the tradition 
continued when farm boys in Poland 
wanted to attract notice from the 
girls of their choice. It was custom-
ary to throw water and hit the girls 
on their legs with twigs or pussy 
willow branches,  cologne was used 
instead of water by the more gallant 
lads.  The ladies would reciprocate 

dyngus day dIsCOuRsE
what is dyngus day?

by throwing dishes and crockery and 
Tuesday was their day of revenge, 
imitating the same tactics. These 
days they would probably be arrest-
ed for such frivolity.
Where is Dyngus Day Celebrated?
 Buffalo, NY is officially the Dyn-
gus Day capital of the World, hosting 
the largest concentration of festival 
locations, polka bands and Polish 
traditions in the nation. Although 
the custom of such a quirky post 
Lenten celebration is based in Polish 
tradition, this city, situated on the 
south eastern shores of Lake Erie, 
has truly embraced this ancient 
custom and made it its own. Some 
smaller events have been exported 
from Buffalo into other communi-
ties where Polish-Americans have 
settled. However, there is no dispute 
that if you truly want to Dyngus 
there is no other place than Buffalo 
to do so. Ironically, it’s not widely ob-
served in Poland. But we’re working 
on it.
Pussy Willows or Water? 
  This is a yearly debate among 
Dyngus Day revelers. The tradi-
tion holds that on Easter Monday 
boys would sprinkle the girls with 
water and tap them with pussy wil-
lows. On Easter Tuesday, the women 
would return the favor. At modern 
Dyngus Day parties, it is common 
practice that both men and wom-
en trade water splashing and pussy 
willow spanking equally. 
Why Pussy Willows? 
 Pussy willows play a major part 
in Buffalo’s Dyngus Day celebrations 
as men and women flirt with playful 
“taps.” Branches of the plant are used 
as the pussy willow is one of the first 
“budding” plants of spring. But how 
did the pussy willow get its name?  
This, like the use of water, is directly 
related to the emerging “life” associat-
ed with a new growing season. Accord-
ing to Polish legend, many springs 
ago, baby kittens fell into a raging 
river while chasing butterflies. The 
mother cat sadly wept at the river’s 
edge, pleading for help for her drown-
ing kittens. The willows heard her 
mournful cries and swept their long 
graceful branches into the water. The 
kittens grabbed the branches, held 
on tightly and were safely brought to 
shore. Every spring, since then, the 
willows sprouted fur-like buds where 
the tiny kittens once clung.
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than fifty years after it 
originated as a small 

trading post, Buffalo NY became one of 
America’s most powerful cities because 
of its role as a trans shipment center. 
The transfer of goods from one method 
of transport to another made the Queen 
City of the Lakes a hub for all kinds of 
goods. Lumber, grain, livestock, steel 
and ore all made their way through 
Buffalo on their way to various points 
throughout the world, making the re-
gion an economic and manufacturing 
powerhouse. But the biggest commodity 
that made its way to the Eastern shores 
of Lake Erie was the cheap human la-
borer that was needed to process all 
those raw materials into finished goods.
 In the 19th and 20th centuries, 
huge waves of immigrants from Germa-
ny, Ireland, Italy, Poland and beyond 
made their way to the United States in 
their quest for economic, political and 
religious freedom. Many settled here in 
WNY filling the need for workers in the 
factories and transportation industries 
that fueled them. 
 By the time WW2 ended most of 
the European immigrant communities 
had by then assimilated into American 
society including the Poles that began 
their colony here in 1873. However 
there was a huge wave of immigration 
from Poland and surrounding areas fol-
lowing the war, which basically started 
the cycle again in Polonia. This is why 
the Polish community still has such a 
strong identity in Western NY.
 Why such a massive influx from 
there and not France or Spain lets say? 
Well, basically because of the devasta-
tion inflicted on Poland by both Hitler 
and Stalin. The Poles had nothing to go 
back to. Many Poles were murdered as 
a result of Nazi and Soviet atrocities. 
Of the ones that survived, many were 
hauled off against their will and sent to 
concentration camps or forced into labor 
camps where they were basically slaves 
for the Nazi regime. During that time 
entire families were herded together to 
work in the factories that were needed 
to supply armaments for the Nazis or 
sent to farms to tend crops for the inva-
sive troops. It was a dark terrible time 
in humanities history. 
 Sophie Hodorowicz Knab recalls 
her family’s ordeal in her new book 
Wearing the Letter P: Polish Women as 
Forced Laborers in Nazi Germany 1939-
1945: “My mother and father spent over 
a decade caught up in the crisis that 
was WW2. First they were forced la-

borers in Nazi Germany for years, then 
as displaced individuals waiting to find 
a home. While in the camps, they had 
three children, myself included. The 
communists had taken over Poland and 
the news drifting back to the camps 
wasn't good.”
 While the war ravaged on through 
Europe, the devastation on the Eastern 
front was beyond comprehension. The 
conflation of both Hitler’s and Stalin’s 
quest for world domination resulted in 
the destruction of entire towns and cit-
ies in Poland leaving surviving families 
no choice but to start their lives over 
after the armistice was signed. After 
the war, millions of Poles were left with 
nothing to return to. 
 Eleven to twenty million people 
were displaced as a result of WW2. 
After the war many of these refugees 
spent years inside “displaced person” 
camps waiting for a chance to be spon-
sored to a new country. Camps were 
setup in Germany, Austria, Italy, and 
other European countries by the end 
of 1945. One camp was even set up 
in Guanajuato, Mexico. It was hard but 
the perseverance and unstoppable na-
ture of these refugees was unflappable.
 “My father took work in France, 
outside Paris in a textile mill.” Sophie 
writes. “They applied for acceptance to 
the US under the Displaced Person's 
Act. My youngest brother was born 
there. It took three years for the paper-
work and acceptance to be completed.”
The need for cheap immigrant labor 
offered new hope and opportunity for 
these displaced people. Countries like 
Australia, Canada, Brazil as well as 
the United States started offering new 
beginnings for these victims of war. 
Once they arrived here their American 
dreams slowly began to take form but 
the path to the “land of milk and honey” 
certainly was not easy by any means.
 The journey to their new lives in 
Buffalo was a long and arduous pas-
sage for these immigrants. Some had to 
walk from Siberia through Persia into 
Europe before eventually making their 
way to New York City and ultimately 
Western New York. Many made the 
long harsh crossing across the ocean by 
boat. Emily Lemieszek Klinski remem-
bers what it was like when her mother 
and father came across with their 7 sur-
viving children (One of their daughters 
died of tuberculosis while they were 
imprisoned by the Nazis), “I was only 
six years old but I remember weeks of 
moving from one camp to the other then 

LEss

POTTS  BANQUET  HALL  //41   South   Rossler St  // Valu Plaza  // 826.6575

LENNY GOMULKA & THE CHICAGO PUSH 
special guest band THE KNEWZ
non- stop polka from 5 – 11PM

POTTSPICK a
POLKA...
BAND!

sun,  April 1st  •  Doors  open 4pm  •  FREE
Mon,  April 2 nd  •  Doors open  2pm
$10 TO ENTER • $2 W/ PUSSY WILLOW PASS

 H
UNG

RY?
Food Available

Sun 6-10pm

POLISH
BUFFET
Mon 5-8pm

FOUR GREAT POLKA BANDS 2 EVENTS, TWICE
AS MUCH FUN!

FREE
PARKING

$10 TO ENTER • $2 WITH PUSSY WILLOW PASS

SU
ND

AY JOHN STEVENS
DOUBLE SHOT • 3 – 8PM
CONCERTINA ALL STARS • 8PM – 1AMMO

ND
AY

LabOR LEads TO bIRTH
good overcomes evil
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finally getting on the ship. It took us 
nearly two weeks to cross the Atlantic 
ocean and make the trip to America. 
We slept on bunks like a military bar-
racks and it was not very pleasant.” 
 Sophie Hodorowicz Knab's family 
came across a different way, by air.  
Quicker, but not necessarily any more 
pleasant - at least not for her Mom. 
“We flew TWA (now defunct) from Par-
is to New York, and young as I was, I 
do remember my mother throwing up 
in the paper bag from the rough plane 
ride (it was propellers back then). But 
somewhere I still have the postcard of 
the plane that my mother bought in 
Paris.  She kept it as part of our family 
history.”
 Although these families were now 
safe from the ravages of war and op-
pression their odysseys were just be-
ginning. They all came here sponsored 
by an American citizen, either an em-
ployer or a relative who would take re-
sponsibility that these new immigrants 
would not become charges to the coun-
try. Many of them were basically inden-
tured servants brought here by factories 
or by farmers in order to pick crops as 
were the Lemieszek family. “We were 
sponsored by the DeCarlo Family that 
had a farm in North Collins,” recalled 
Emily. I remember getting on the train 
at Grand Central Station. I had never 
seen anything like that before, with all 
the marble and huge windows, it was 
magnificent. When we arrived in Buffa-
lo the DeCarlos sent an old bus to take 
us to the farm where my parents and 
the older children picked beans and 
berries until we had paid back our debt 
and my father got a job on the assem-
bly line at the Ford plant. That’s when 
we moved to the East side, bought a 
small home, and became parishioners 
at Saint Stanislaus Church.”
 Strangers in a strange land, these 
families not only had to learn a new 
language and culture, but they had 
to continue with discrimination and 
hardship. But at least the threat of ex-
ecution wasn’t looming as it was under 
Stalin and the Nazis. At least now they 
were free.
 “Two things remain clear to me,” 
Sophie remembers. “There were people 
who were very, very kind - both Polish 
and non-Polish - who helped us in those 
early days and people who really looked 
down on us. DP (Displaced Persons) 
was used in a very derogatory way. At 
first we lived with my mother's uncle 
but it was a tight fit, what with another 
six people. As soon as my dad got a job 
in a radiator factory, friends helped my 
parents find a place of their own. We 
lived in a flat above an abandoned bak-
ery where the pipes froze in winter and 
bees nested between the walls in the 
summer.  We were signed up for school. 
My parents struggled. We managed.”
 And manage they did, as did the 
thousands of other war refugees that 
came here in those years following 
WW2. They wound up in the factories 
and steel mills, they worked on the rail-

Hodorowicz family:
Dunkirk NY, 1954 

Lemieszek family:
Buckhorn Germany DP camp, 1946

Emily Klinski with sisters Regina & Lola,
Osnabruck Germany, 1948

roads and waterways, and they injected 
a strong work ethic into their children 
and grandchildren that is still preva-
lent throughout our city and communi-
ty. They were strong loyal workers and 
proud Poles that infused a community 
with old world customs and traditions 
that may have been waning prior to 
their arrival. As the founding Polonia 
generations had begun to homogenize 
into mainstream America by then, 
this influx of foreigners brought not 
only their ethical values but they also 
brought their customs and culture.
 Their descendants grew up to be 
business leaders, professionals and 
parents themselves. As hard as it may 
be to imagine, their struggle to survive 
those war atrocities and their subse-
quent upheaval had a purpose. Maybe 
they were meant to teach others about 
survival, perseverance and acceptance. 
It prompted Hodorowicz Knab to share 
the tale with others, so that they too 
could know of the value associated with 
struggle and endurance.
 “Here's the thing. My mother always 
spoke about her experiences during the 
war.  When we kids grumbled about 
some food we didn't like, she'd tell us 
about how hungry she was during 
her time as a forced laborer, how she 
couldn't sleep because hunger kept her 
awake. The war scarred her in ways we 
couldn't begin to understand but when I 
tried to find something that would help 
me understand her experience, it just 
wasn't there.  There was a lot to read 
about concentration camps but nothing, 
absolutely nothing about the forced la-
bor camps.  I was in high school when I 
started looking for anything that would 
help me understand my mother and 
what happened. I took notes on stuff 
she would tell me.  There was no rhyme 
or reason to my notes. When she told 
me something I wrote it down. I was 
still waiting for a book about forced la-
bor camps during WW2 forty years lat-
er. That's when I decided that if I want-
ed to know anything I'd have to do the 
research and write the book myself.  I 
couldn't wait around anymore. It took 
me fourteen years to research and write 
the book. Finally, I understood what 
she had gone through.”
 While some people may become 
hardened and embittered because of 
such experiences, Emily Lemieszek 
Klinski reflects on all that they went 
through and is grateful. “ I am so very 
thankful that my Mother insisted that 
we come to America to begin a new life. 
It’s hard to imagine that with seven 
children, two small trunks of posses-
sions and only $12 to their name we 
would wind up safe in a strange land, 
be able to raise our families and have 
our children be successful. Even though 
at times things are hard and unbear-
able, life truly is good”.
 Are you interested in learning more?
Visit www.sophieknab.com.

Sophie’s brother, Andy Hodorowicz (with chalkboard)
Vesinnes, France 1952
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Sunday, april 1ST
OUTER POLONIA
Pvt Leonard Post VFW 6251 
Official Kick Off Event Of 
The dyngus day Buffalo Festival
blessing instruments  ....................................  7:30pm
Live authentic Music
buffalo touch &
almost dyngus day players
alternating  ................................................7pm -12am
authentic food
admission $10 non-refundable 
doors open  ........................................................... 6pm 
2450 walden ave. cheektowaga
716-684-4371

Potts Banquet Hall 
Non-stop polka 
Live authentic Music
Lenny gomulka & the chicago push
special guest band the knewz  .................  5-11pm
authentic food ................................................6-10pm
admission: free 
doors open  ............................................................4pm 
41 south rossler st.
cheektowaga
716-826-6575

MOnday, april 2nd 
dynGuS day
HISTORIC POLONIA
R & L Lounge
21 and over
dyngus day party 
authentic polka 
sound system ......................................................Noon
authentic food: Lotties famous kitchen
admission:  free 
doors open  ...........................................................  9am 
23 Mills st.
historic polonia
716-896-5982 
official shuttle stop

authentic Live Music Under the big tent!
Main tent
box on  ..............................................................  3 - 6pm
the origiNaL polka fusion band
braVE coMbo  ................................................. 7:30pm
Vip tent
al piatkowski  and kielbasa kings
alternating  ............................................. starting 2pm
Main tent & Vip
Ludowa Nuta ....................................................5-10pm
authentic polish beer/Zywiec
authentic polish food  wih polish Villa ii
food truck alley
official dyngus day gear sold here!
bEst pLacE to watch thE paradE!
admission:  $10 or $2 with pussywillow 
redeem wegman’s Vouchers here 
beginning  ............................................................  Noon
gates  open  ........................................................... 2pm  
Memorial dr. at peckham st.
historic polonia
716-833-5211 
official shuttle stop

St. Stanislaus B & M R.C. Church
family friendly
dyngus day party 
authentic Live Music 
stephanie and her honky band
Mon Valley push 
alternating  ............................................................ 4pm
authenic polish food
admission: $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass 
doors open  ........................................................... 3pm 
389 peckham st.
historic polonia
716-854-5510 or 893-3627 
official  shuttle stop

12th Annual Dyngus Day Parade
family friendly
polonia on parade 
over 150 participants/floats
authenic polish pride
admission: free
parade blessing & kick-off  ................................ 5pm

OUTER POLONIA
The Anchor Inn
21 and over
dyngus day party
free polish breakfast with purchase  ..............  8am
Live authentic Music
phocus polka show  ........................................  1-4pm
authentic polish sound system
authentic polish food all day & Night
authentic polish beer & spirits specials  
admission free: 8am-1pm
admission: $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass
doors open  ...........................................................  8am 
2437 william st. 
cheektowaga
outer polonia
716-896-9762
official shuttle stop

Polish Villa ll
21 and over
sto Lat of fun dyngus day party
bloody Mary brunch & buffet  ...................... 9:30am
Live authentic Music    
New direction  ........................................ 9:30am-2pm
buffalo touch  ...................................................  2-6pm  

C A L E N d A R p i w a  |  p o l k a s  |  p i e r o g i  |  p a r t i e s

piatkowski brothers  .....................................  6-10pm
authentic food: 10am- Late Night
official dyngus day after party  ...........  11pm -2am
polish bbQ grille
polish drink specials
admission: $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass 
doors open  ...................................................... 9:30am 
1085 harlem rd.
cheektowaga
outer polonia
716-822-4908 
official  shuttle stop

Nowak's Tavern
21 and over
dyngus day bash
authentic Live Music 
donny krew .......................................................  2-6pm
authentic polish kitchen  .......................  11am-7pm
admission: $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass
doors open  ......................................................... 11am 
1458 Lovejoy st.
sloan
outer polonia
716-235-8256
official shuttle stop

St. Gabriel’s Holy Name Society 
family friendly
dyngus day Mass & brunch
polka Mass 
rare Vintage  ..................................................  11:30am
authentic polish Lunch  ....................................  Noon  
family Entertainment
polish Menu
dyngus day party 
21 and over
authentic Live Music 
tony’s polka band and
polka Method  ...................................................  3-9pm
alternating
authentic polish food/Zywiec beer 
admission: $10 or $2 with pussywillow pass 
doors open  .........................................................  Noon 
5271 clinton st
Elma
outer polonia
716-668-4017 
official shuttle stop

R Bar & Grill
21 and over
dyngus day party
authentic Live Music 
kenny krew  .........................................................  Noon
open Mic
authentic polish food specials
admission: free 
doors open  .........................................................  Noon 
2139 broadway
sloan
outer polonia
716-894-1336

Porky’s Amber Lounge
21 and over
dyngus day party
authentic polka juke box
authentic polish food specials
admission: free 
doors open  .........................................................  Noon 
2028 clinton st.
kaiser town
outer polonia
716-822-3816 
official shuttle stop

Corpus Christi Church Pre-Parade Party
family friendly
official dyngus day catholic Mass
holy Mass  ......................................................  11:30am
guided church tours  ......................... 12:30 -1:30pm
free pre-parade party .....................................  1-5pm 
corpus christi athletic club
kids activities & games
authentic dj with 
dj red white...........................................................4pm
authentic food
polish bar serving polish beers & wine
corpus christi athletic club
169 sears st. 
historic polonia
716-896-1050

Corpus Christi Church Post Parade Party 
family friendly
dyngus day party 
authentic Music with: 
box on  .................................................................... 7pm
authentic polish food 
polish bar  serving polish beers & wine
bowling all day Long
admission $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass 
party begins  ....................................................  6-11pm 
169 sears st. 
historic polonia
716-896-1050 
official shuttle stop

The Happy Swallow
family friendly
dyngus day party
authentic polish buffet .....................................  Noon
authentic polish bar
door open .............................................................. 2pm
1349 sycamore st.
historic polonia
716-894-4854 
official shuttle stop

Arty’s Bar & Grill
21 and over
dyngus day party 
authentic polka 
sound system .....................................................  Noon
authentic food
admission: free 
doors open  .........................................................  Noon
508 peckham st.  
historic polonia
716-856-6027

The Broadway Market 
family friendly
dyngus day celebration
authentic Live Music with
Melody Line ................................................. Noon-4pm
kielbasa Eating contest ....................................Noon
beer tent 
polish beer
admission: free
great place to watch the parade
free parking
999 broadway
historic polonia
716-893-0705

Pussy Willow Park Party Tent
21 and over
dyngus day Extravaganza
5 bands 2 tents 1 huge party
pure polka power

Al Pitkowski • Polish Villa 2 • 6pmLudowa Nuta • Polish Cadets • 1pm
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Clinton Bar & Grill
21 and over
dyngus day party
authentic Live Music 
dyngus day jam band  .....................................  Noon
kielbasa kings  ...................................................... 7pm
authentic polish grill
admission: $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass 
doors open  .........................................................  Noon
free parking 
2460 clinton st.
cheektowaga
outer polonia
official  shuttle stop

Polish Falcons Depew
family friendly
dyngus day celebration
Live authentic Music
special delivery  ................................................... 2pm
phocus  .................................................................... 6pm
authentic polish kitchen  ................................... 2pm
admission: $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass 
doors open  ........................................................... 1pm
445 columbia ave.
716-684-2373
official shuttle stop 

Polish Cadets
family friendly
dyngus day party
authentic Live Music
Ludowa Nuta  ....................................................  1-3pm
tom Mroczka & Music box  ................................. 4pm
authentic polish dancers 
rodzina @ polish cadets
authentic polish food specials  ....................... 1pm
admission: $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass 
doors open  ........................................................... 1pm 
927 grant st.
black rock
outer polonia
716-875-3211 
official shuttle stop

Pott’s Banquet Hall
21 and over 
dyngus day party
Live authentic Music 
john stevens double shot ............................  3-8pm
concertina all stars  ..................................  8pm-1am 
authentic polish buffet  ..................................  5-8pm
authentic polish bar & drink specials
admission: $10 or $2 with pussywillow pass 
doors open  ........................................................... 2pm
41 s. rossler street
cheektowaga
outer polonia
716-826-6575 
official shuttle stop

Babcia’s Pierogi At The Elks Club
family friendly 
3rd annual dyngus day party
authentic polish Music
New direction  ...................................................  3-6pm
authentic polish dancers
polish heritage 
dancers of wNy  .................................................... 7pm
authentic polish dinner  .................................  3-7pm
admission: $15, 2-7pm, $10 kids under 12
21 and over after 7pm
dyngus day party
polish dj

from nearby hamilton. their only goal is to promote au-
thentic polish folk music and do they ever. from hand-
made costumes to rare instruments all imported from 
the motherland, everything they do will make you think 
you went directly to krakow (although they represent 
every region of the old country). catch them at the pol-
ish cadets hall from 1-3pm or pussy willow park before 
and after the parade. No passport necessary.

A Clinton Affair
we are always thrilled when we have a new venue to 
promote, and this year is no exception. just across the 
buffalo city line right around the corner from the polka 
pioneers at polish Villa 2, stands a modest looking build-
ing with a small deck out front next to a strip mall with a 
big parking lot. don’t let that fool you. once inside you’ll 
feel like you stepped through a time machine when you 
get a load of the old school style dance hall dining room. 
although it’s their first year as an official dyngus day 
buffalo venue, they haven’t missed a beat. this atten-
tive staff is as excited about this years event as they are 
about serving up piles of kielbasa and polish style grilled 
meats along with the delicious polish beers and spirits 
behind their vintage wooden bar. Now add the dyngus 
day jam band that kicks off their party at noon plus the 
renowned kielbasa kings polka band from dearborn 
and you transform this post parade polka party into a 
1960s style polka paradise. welcome aboard clinton bar 
and grill.

MOnday, april 2nd &
SaTurday, april 7Th
dyNgUs day diary
SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Live television broadcast wkbw channel 7 
with your hosts
Eddy dobosiewicz & autumn Lewandowski
Monday, april 2nd   .......................................... 7pm
streaming at www.wkbw.com
Encore presentation saturday, april 7  .........  Noon

Don’t Mess With Texas
in 1979 this lil ‘ol polka band from texas started some-
thing very few bands could even dream of, creating a 
new music genre. Not to mention a simpsons guest shot. 
their spirited approach & melding of musical styles turns 
regular polka into Nuclear polka. if you missed them last 
year don’t make the same mistake twice. they have re-
assembled the original two time grammy winning line-
up that will raise the roof off the mainstage tent. we’ll 
see y’all at pussy willow park.

Grab Your Balls We’re Going Bowling
corpus christi a beautiful church and home to one of 
the coolest prohibition era social clubs still in existence. 
once inside the vintage barroom get ready for fun. you 
got kids? then let ‘em loose in the krakow castle bounce 
house, which is located in the gymnasium. how about 
some keggling? you can polish up your balls and let ‘em 
roll down the perfectly preserved bowling alleys. hungry? 
don’t forget to try their famous pierogi pizza. that alone 
is well worth the trip. of course, make sure to walk up to 
the main hall to do a little polka dancing with the first 
family of polka, box on! rick and alicia Vinecki packed 
up the bus to bring their polka playing family to the Nickel 
city all the way from grand rapids. kind of like a polka 
version of the partridge family without reuben kincaid.

Swallow The Leader
back when dyngus was just developing, neighborhood 
taverns were as common as a man bunned barista at 
a coffee shop today. alas, most family owned gin mills 
have gone the way of cassette tapes and Vcrs. but lucky 
for us there are still a few cool joints left in our part of 
town and the coolest one of all is the happy swallow 
on sycamore street. owned and operated by the goli-
mowski family for the last 31 years but it’s been in busi-
ness since 1942. step inside this shrine to corner bars 
cool and you will find yourself slipping back to a time 
when everybody liked ike and the biggest scandal in the 
country involved Eddie fisher and Liz taylor. the only 
controversy here will be whether to load up on smoked 
or fresh kielbasa at their famous polish buffet. Lunch at 
this place is a must do. plus…it’s called the happy swal-
low. you gotta go here for the name alone.

Sounds Right  
Ludowa Nuta means folk Note in polish. in English it 
means fun! if you’ve never experienced this gathering 
of folk musicians you’re in for a treat. this year Ludowa 
Nuta joins our festival for the first time, though they are 

dj john piniewski  .........................................  6-10pm
admission: $7 / pussy willow pass holders
$2 after 7pm
doors open  ........................................................... 2pm 
33 Legion pkwy
Lancaster
outer polonia
716-685-1478

St. Casimir’s Social Center
family friendly
smigus dyngus
authentic Live Music
buffalo good times
with special appearance from
accordion bill  .................................................  6-10pm
authentic polish kitchen  .............................  3-10pm
admission: $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass
doors open  ........................................................... 3pm 
1833 clinton st.
kaisertown
outer polonia
716-984-0051
official shuttle stop  

Ray’s Catering
21 and over 
dyngus day party
Live authentic Music  
Mid Life crisis  ........................................................ 6pm
Lite polish Menu  .................................................. 3pm
polish buffet   ...................................................  4-10pm
admission: $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass or
admission: $5 without pussy willow pass
doors open  ........................................................... 3pm 
2070 clinton st.
buffalo
outer polonia
716-824-3227 
official shuttle stop 

Pvt. Leonard Post VFW
family friendly
dyngus day party
Live authentic Music
the knewz
special delivery
alternating  ........................................... 4:30pm-12am
authentic polish kitchen
admission: $10 or $2 with pussy willow pass 
(non-refundable)
doors open  .....................................................  4:30pm 
2450 walden ave.
cheektowaga
outer polonia
716-684-4371
official shuttle stop

Carl Finch & Brave Combo • Main Tent • 7:30pmBox On • Corpus Christi Athletic Club • 7pmRare Vintage • St Gabriels Polka Mass • 11:30am12th Annual Dyngus Day Parade • 5pm
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LadIEs & gEnTLEMEn, sTEP RIgHT uP
the show is about to begin

is, the big tent at Pussy 
Willow Park will be 

more fun than a circus. Official gear, of-
ficial beer, a swanky Krupnik lounge, the 
most energetic polka band in the world, 
food truck alley, lights, cameras, action. 
all on the parade route with shuttle buses 
next door.  
 Even before the parade starts, there’s 
plenty of action at the tent.  The one and 
only Al Piatkowski kicks off the day with 
his legendary sound. You’ll see why he 
was inducted into the International Polka 
Association nearly twenty years ago. But 
there’s so much more. As the day goes on 
you will delight in numerous sets from 
Dearborn Michigan favorites, the “Kielba-
sa Kings” and “Box On” featuring the First 
Family of Polka – the Vineckis. Another 
group making their Dyngus debut are 
the renowned Polish Canadian folk choir, 
Ludowa Nuta from Hamilton, Ontario.
 And of course the Dyngus Day parade, 
which rolls right by the tent at 5pm. That’s 
just the beginning!
  There’s plenty of cool inside the ultra 
hip PV 2 “Polka Parlor.” If you are a fan 
of fine Krupnik, Polish vodka, Polish boys, 
Polish girls and Dyngus Day action, here’s 
where you need to be. This year even your 
tastebuds get in on the action with food 
and drinks by Polish Villa 2, which un-
doubtedly is the most authentic Polish 
dining experience this side of Warsaw. 
 This convergence of energy is THE hub 
of Dyngus delirium. That’s why Channel 
7 is once again broadcasting the Emmy 
nominated television show, “Dyngus Day 
Diary.” From the party tent, Autumn Le-
wandowski and Eddy Dobosiewicz will 
present all the action live from the Red 
and White carpet at Pussy Willow Park 
(at Memorial Dr & Peckham St.) begin-
ning at 7pm. 
 After the broadcast on WKBW, we 
take it up a notch or seven, as the leg-
endary “Brave Combo” once again take 
the mainstage. After their first appear-
ance last year at the Dyngus Day festi-
val in Buffalo, the demand for an encore 
performance has been unending. The 
anticipation about this show has been 
growing for months, as fans from all over 
the nation will again make their way to 
Buffalo to catch this pioneering group and 
their pussy willow inspired performance. 
“Brave Combo” founder Carl Finch has 
reassembled the original Grammy win-
ning lineup to make the trek to the Queen 
City to create a gig that he promises will 
be unforgettable. This is not your Babcias 
polka, this will be a nuclear polka party!!! 
And it will be In Tents!!! Literally.
 Whether you come to watch the pa-
rade, eat, strike a pose or polka your eyes 
out, this is the only way to welcome spring 
and do some pussy willow spanking.

truth
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f r o m 
the cock- pit to 
the case- role dish.    
 The cocks and their hens 
made their way to Europe around 
3,000 BC and have been a mainstay 
of Polish dinner tables ever since.  
In fact, many households would not 
even think of starting a Sunday din-
ner without serving a bowl of rich nu-
tritious Rosół, or good old fashioned 
chicken soup, first. It is one of the most 
popular Polish soups and is not only 
served at family dinners, but also as a 
traditional soup for weddings. It’s also 
said to be a great remedy if one catches 
a cold. The name "rosół" derives from a 
dish made of salted meat and the Pol-
ish word for salt “sól” (an old conserva-
tion method) cooked in water to make 
it more edible. Later, fresh meat was 
used instead of salted. Much later, that 
dish of cooked meat became the soup 
that we know today. Whether it's kot-

T h e 
ques -
tion has 
b e e n 
p r e -
s e n t -
ed so 
m a n y 
t i m e s 
over the 
years, it 
now has 
it’s own 
entry on 
W i k i p e d i a . 
Regardless of 
what side you 
take in the debate 
over whether the chicken 
or egg came first, there is ab-
solutely no argument that both 
the fowl and its reproductive 
vessel are key components in the 
dietary habits of Poles all over 
the world. Let’s for the mo-
ment, assume that the egg 
is first in this 
discussion. Af-
ter all, we need 
to start someplace.
 At this time of the y e a r ,  
no one that has ever carried an Eas-
ter basket or participated in an Eas-
ter egg hunt would dispute the sym-
bolic prominence of the organic ovals 
that we decorate so brightly and 
boldly before devouring them with a 
slathering of horse radish after we’ve 
had them blessed in church. Howev-
er the consumption of these elliptical 
protein packages is certainly not rel-
egated to the celebration of the Res-
urrection. In fact, eggs (particularly 

the chicken egg, are such a basic 
staple of global cuisine, it's hard to 
imagine not utilizing them as part of 
any given nationalities bill of fare. 
Who could imagine not starting 
your morning by sitting down 
at the counter of a diner and 
being asked by a gum snap-
ping waitress how do you 
want your eggs, honey? Or 
utilizing the emulsifying 

nature of the bird pods to 
bind together the ingre-

dients for a placek or 
the dough of your 

B a b c i a s 

p i e r o -
gi? Hell, if it 

wasn’t for the 
hard shelled em-

bryos, we would 
never even have the 

egg McMuffin!!!
 But if it weren’t for the 

egg we would never 
have chicken nuggets 

either. Wait, 
what? Ok 
n e v e r 
mind let’s 

n o t start that con-
versation again. Let’s assume 
that the egg and the egg layer are 
equally as important. 
 Although the origin of the bird we 
now know as the chicken was first do-
mesticated in various places through-
out Asia, Africa and Europe for the 
purpose of cockfighting, the prolific 
reproductive habits of the jungle fowl 
and pheasants of the Indian subconti-
nent seems to have pushed the birds 

let kurczeta 
(breaded 

chicken 
c u t -

l e t ) 
o r 

S l u b z 
Kurczaka (wed- d i n g 
chicken), it is crystal clear that  
Poles love their poultry (see what 

we did there?). In fact, Poland re-
mains the major producer of poultry 
meat in the European Union with to-
tal poultry production estimated to 
have risen 15% in 2016 compared to 
2015. It is forecast that in 2018 poultry 
consumption will increase by an addi-
tional 2% because of higher production 
and a decrease in retail prices. 
 So whether you cross the road to 
find a decorated Easter egg or a chicken 
sandwich, I think we can all agree both 
the pullet and its potential progeny 
are both integral to the Polish psyche 
as well as the palette. It doesn’t really 
matter which came first, does it? They 
are both equally as popular and plenti-
ful. Not only on the table but in decora-
tive art, costumes, folk lore and fertility 
rituals, in Poland, the egg, as well as 
the hen and cock are always at hand. 
Any way you look at it, either a symbol 
of strength or a symbol of new life, they 
both taste the same. Delicious. 
Smacznego!



 DyngusDay.com | 15

EggsTRa!! EggsTRa!!
read all about it

Eastern European cultures, particu-
larly Slavic ones, have a strong tra-
dition of decorating eggs at Easter 
time. Chicken, duck and goose eggs 
are decorated variously with batik 
dyeing, applique, scratch-work, wax 
encaustic and carving. Even the re-
nowned Russian court artist & jew-
eler, Peter Carl Fabergé, made ex-
quisitely decorated precious metal &  
gemstone eggs for the Romanovs. 
These Fabergé eggs resembled stan-
dard decorated eggs, but they were 
made from gold and precious stones.
 The practice of decorating egg-
shells as part of spring rituals is 
ancient, with decorated and en-
graved ostrich eggs found in Africa 
that date back over 60,000 years, 
way before Poles were putting eggs 
in their Święconką baskets. 
 The Christian custom of Easter 
eggs, started among the early Chris-
tians of Mesopotamia, who stained 
eggs with red coloring in memory of 
the blood of Christ shed at his cruci-
fixion. This is still common in Ortho-
dox and Eastern Catholic churches.
 The Christian Church officially 
adopted this custom with the Roman 
Ritual, the first edition of which was 
published in 1610 but has texts of 
much older date, containing among 
the Easter Blessings of Food, one 
for eggs, along with those for lamb, 
bread, and new produce. The blessing 
is for consumption of eggs as a food, 
rather than a decoration. 
 The Easter egg tradition may 
also have merged into the celebration 
of the end of Lenten sacrifices in the 
west. Historically, it was traditional 
to use up all of the household's eggs 
before Lent began. Eggs were origi-
nally forbidden during Lent as well as 
on other traditional fast days in West-
ern Christianity (this tra-
dition still continues 
among the East-
ern Christian 
Churches). Like-
wise, in East-
ern Christiani-
ty, meat, eggs, 
and dairy are 
all prohib-
ited during 
the Lenten fast.
 This estab-
lished the tra-
dition of Pancake 
Day being celebrat-
ed on Shrove Tuesday. 
This day, the Tuesday be-
fore Ash Wednesday when 
Lent begins, is also known 
as Mardi Gras, a French phrase 
which translates as "Fat Tuesday," 
to mark the last consumption of eggs, 

dairy and fat before Lent begins. Or, 
as the Poles call it, Pączki Day.
 The dyeng of Easter eggs in dif-
ferent colors is now commonplace, 
with color being achieved these days 
through artificial dyes. However, 
boiling the egg in natural substances 
such as onion peel, tea, walnut shell, 
or beet juice can be used as well.
Decorating eggs for Easter using wax 
resistant batik is a popular method in 
some other eastern European coun-

tries, particularly in Ukraine 
where these types of dec-

orated eggs are called 
Pysanky. The word 

comes from the 
verb pysaty, 

"to write", 
as the 
d e s i g n s 
are not 
pa inted 
on, but 

w r i t t e n 
with bees-

wax to 
achieve beau-

tifully intricate 
designs that have 

significant regional, fa-
milial or religious significance.

Ingredients
Red:
2 pounds beets, peeled, diced
Yellow/tan:
1 pound onion skins
Yellow/orange:
1 1/2 cup (1.9 ounce) jar turmeric
Purple:
2 small heads red cabbage, sliced
Warm brown:
1 (6-cup) pot of strong coffee
distilled white vinegar
for all but coffee color, use 5 quart 
saucepan add 1 vegetable or ingre-
dient. add 4 quarts water, bring to 
boil & cook until the color is very 
dark(1/2 hour). allow to cool to 
room temperature & strain out veg-
etables. add 1/4 cup distilled white 
vinegar, then add hard boiled eggs 
to each color. refrigerate overnight. 
for coffee color: brew coffee. cool to 
room temperature. add 1/4 cup dis-
tilled white vinegar, add hard boiled 
eggs, refrigerate overnight. 
Tip: For better adhesion the wash 
eggs gently with soap and water be-
fore cooking.

naTuRaL
EasTER Egg dyEs
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you were to take a walk through 
the area surrounding the intersec-

tion of Broadway Street and Fillmore 
Ave. in Buffalo, NY, you might be sur-
prised to come across a beautiful, old, 
magnificent, Romanesque style church. 
However, if you continue to walk a few 
blocks in any direction you choose, you 
would likewise be amazed to find an-
other. Shift your direction, and, again, 
a short walk reveals yet another church 
equally as impressive. In fact, while 
downtown Buffalo’s architecture scrapes 
the skies with office buildings and civic 
centers, standing watch over commerce 
and trade, this neighborhood, located 
on the cities east side, scrapes the skies 
with copper domes and crosses, stand-
ing watch over spiritual strength, im-
migrant dreams and perseverance being 
realized. 
 Why so many churches in such a 
small area? Well, quite simply, there 
were a lot of Poles that moved to Buffa-
lo. And Poles take their spirituality seri-
ously. The city's census data of 1850 lists 
only 50 people born in Poland, but by 
1940 that number grew to 76,465. And if 
you know anything about Polish culture, 
you know that Catholicism plays a big 
role in this Slavic nation. Their Diaspo-
ra was no different.  Churches not only 
acted as spiritual centers but also as ed-
ucational, financial, political and social 
hubs for this burgeoning population. 
Initially, the community was so densely 
populated it didn’t seem odd at all that 
cathedral like structures were being con-
structed literally just a few blocks away 
from each other.
 One of the most resplendent houses 
of worship in this former Polish colony is 
Corpus Christi church, located just steps 
from the historic Broadway Market. The 
parish was first established in 1898 by 
Fr. Hyacinth Fudzinski, a Franciscan 
Conventual friar, to accommodate this 
rapidly growing Polish immigrant com-
munity. The growth of this populace was 
so robust that even the parish itself could 
not keep pace with the surging colony. 
The original church he established was 
an existing frame house that immediate-
ly became too small for the ever-increas-
ing congregation. A second church/school 
building with a seating capacity for 
1,000, was built but also was outgrown 
within 10 years of its construction.
 The cornerstone of the present Ro-
manesque Revival church was placed 
over one hundred and ten years ago in 
1907. Built of Onondaga limestone and  
faced with red Medina sandstone, Cor-

pus Christi was designed by noted Buf-
falo architects, Schmill and Gould. The 
colony, as well as the faithful flock of 
“Bozego Ciała,” continued to grow and 
eventually the parish grew into a six 
building complex. As mentioned this 
church, like churches in all of Buffa-
lo’s immigrant neighborhoods, became 
the actual as well as the symbolic, focal 
point of community life. An elementary 
school, run by the Franciscan Sisters of 
St. Joseph, instructed parish children 
until the 1980’s. In addition, needle-
work clubs, dramatic societies, bowling, 
baseball and basketball teams, lodg-
es, and mutual benefit associations all 
used the church as a meeting place. In 
its most prosperous years, the Corpus 
Christi parish served not only the spiri-
tual, but also the educational, social and 
recreational needs of 2,000 families in 
its congregation.
 The awe-inspiring church interi-
or, featuring some of the finest ecclesi-
astical art in the city, has 11,000 light 
bulbs illuminating the sanctuary, which 
were once powered by their own coal-fu-
eled power plant. Also in the sanctuary 
above the altar is a rendering of Raphael 
Santi’s famous Disputa. It depicts the 
Church’s illustrious theologians and 
mystics trying to grasp the mysteries of 
the Eucharist. 
 The remarkable stained glass win-
dows inside the church, including the 
spectacular Rose window located behind 
the choir loft, were made by Franz May-
er Works in Munich, Germany.
“The Father Justin ‘s Rosary Hour” radio 
program was originally broadcast from 
the sanctuary of Corpus Christi Church 
starting in 1931. It remains the oldest 
continuing religious radio program in 
the Polish language worldwide. History 
permeates every nook and cranny of this 
consecrated campus.
 It’s hard to imagine that just a few 
short years ago this historical house of 
worship almost met its demise. In June 
of 2003, the Franciscan Friars that 
founded the parish decided that the de-
mographic shift that had occurred in the 
neighborhood and the overall erosion of 
regular churchgoers was insurmount-
able. As a result it was announced that 
they were leaving Corpus Christi and 
that the church would most likely close 
at the end of that year. After more than 
a hundred years, the last chapter in the 
story of Corpus Christi seemed to be near 
an end. However, some people weren’t 
quite ready to go down without a fight. 
It seems that the Corpus Christi obitu-

120 yEaRs agO 2day
corpus christi taught the flock to pray

If
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ary wasn’t quite yet ready to be written. 
Through the hard work and enormous 
efforts of many loyal and dedicated pa-
rishioners, and especially Monsignor 
Matthew Kopacz of St. Casimirs par-
ish, the prayers of the people of Corpus 
Christi were answered, and the church’s 
future was no longer in question. Msgr. 
Kopacz contacted the Pauline Fathers 
and Brothers, and after visiting Corpus 
Christi they decided to assume control 
of the parish. The Pauline Fathers and 
Brothers (the order in charge of Jasna 
Gora in Czestochowa, Poland, the home 
of the original icon of Our Lady of Cze-
stochowa and the National Shrine of 
Our Lady of Czestochowa in Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania) agreed to take on Corpus 
Christi parish as a mission of faith and 
preservation. They have since given it a 
new life with many hopes and dreams 
for the future.
 Under their leadership and the 
dedicated efforts of their parishioners 
millions of dollars have been invested in 
rebuilding the domes of the church, the 
surrounding properties, the social clubs 
and other properties on the campus, as 
well as meticulous restorations of price-
less art work inside the church sacristy. 
Traditional Polish and English worship 
services take place on a regular basis, 
as well as countless social functions 
throughout the year. Everything from 
processions through the streets to com-
memorate the feast of Corpus Christi to 
an authentic Polish harvest festival and 
one of the best old school Dyngus Day 
parties in town take place annually at 
this eastside church property. Even the 
bowling alleys located inside the men’s 
Athletic club have been meticulously 
restored.
 Since January 2004, when the Pau-
lines arrived, some old parishioners 
have returned and new ones have joined. 
Their commitment and their parishio-
ners’ passion act as a beacon for others. 
In fact, for the first time since 1929 when 
over 600 families were displaced in order 
to make room for the building of the New 
York Central Railroad Terminal, Corpus 
Christi Parish membership is now ex-
panding rather than contracting. The 
pastoral staff is working together with 
the parishioners to keep Corpus Christi 
alive and successful. Renovations to the 
Rectory, Church and former Convent 
have given the parish new life and hope 
for the future. 
 Rather than a canary in a coal mine, 
once used as a forewarning to miners 
that death was imminent, we submit 
that Corpus Christis’ role is more that 
of an eagle signaling life and the rein-
vention of this formidable neighbor-
hood so filled with history and culture. 
Whether it be for a truly traditional 
religious service eating some pierogi or 
knocking down some bowling pins, come 
see for yourself what resurrection looks 
like. Old school for the new school nev-
er felt this good. And, you’re gonna love 
the classroom!
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It’s another to actually go to the same 
lanes and do the same thing.
 The 12th Annual Dyngus Day Pa-
rade starts at 5:00pm and last about 
90 minutes. An even better way to ex-
perience the parade is by participat-
ing in it. It’s the difference between 
reading about pierogi & eating them.
 Especially heartwarming is the 
amount of families that have been 
using the Dyngus Day Parade as an 
excuse to do something together, to 
bond and share their pride of family 
and community. 
 Since that first procession 
through the historic Polonia District 
back in 2007, the Dyngus Day parade 
has turned into more than just a line 
of marchers and decorated cars. As 
participants gather in preparation 
for the annual cavalcade, you can feel 
the pride of the former descendants 
of the neighborhood, and even more 
so from their children and grandchil-
dren who never experienced this part 
of town when it was a vibrant densely 
populated neighborhood filled with 
churches, taverns, social clubs, rail-
roads, industry and a business dis-
trict that rivaled that of downtown 
Buffalo.
 Families now gather from all over 
the world to take part in the revelry. 
They come to bond in Buffalo for Dy-
ngus Day. The Easter holiday gives 
loved ones an added reason to reunite 
in WNY and stay the extra day or two 
to take part in something that not only 
draws the clan together, but creates 
life long memories for them and their 
offspring. They do it as a way to share 
an ancestral bond, to instill in their 
children a sense of history, and dignity 
along with ethnic and familial pride.
 We do it because we know who 
we are and where we come from.......
we are proud to be Polish!!!!!!!! And 
undoubtedly, so are the thousands 
that gather to celebrate this annu-
al affair regardless of their ethnic 
background. Whether you’re riding 
a bike, on roller skates, walking with 
an organization, or standing on the 
curb watching and cheering while 
waving your pussy willow branches, 
it doesn’t matter if your DNA proves 
your lineage from somewhere other 
than Eastern Europe, because every-
body’s Polish on Dyngus Day.

official definition of pa-
rade is, a large pub-

lic procession, usually including a 
marching band and often of a festive 
nature, held in honor of an anniver-
sary, person, event, etc.In the case of 
the Annual Dyngus Day Parade, here 
in Buffalo, it could simply be defined 
in one word. FUN!!! 
 Unlike any other event in recent 
memory, this parade gathers people 
together with a sense of camarade-
rie and joy mixed with nostalgia and 
hope. What started out as a rag tag 
group of passionate Poles with a few 
flags, a couple of pickup trucks and a 
band on a trailer, has turned into a big 
splash of Polish pride surfing a sea of 
red and white. Floats resembling me-
dieval ships, dragons spewing smoke, 
fire trucks with sirens blaring and 
hoses squirting, polka bands play-
ing and families sharing memories 
and laughter as they stroll through 
the neighborhood tossing candy and 
beads to the little wide eyed urchins 
gathered on the curbs. Who doesn’t 
like a parade? Not anyone that has 
ever been to the Dyngus Day Parade 
in Buffalo NY, that’s for, sure.
 The origin of parades is rooted in 
the military and politics. Generations 
of rulers have projected their pow-
er through displays of strength and 
trepidation, going back to humanity’s 
first civilizations.
Later parades functioned as broad po-
diums that connected rulers to their 
subjects and allowed them to spread 
their authority as they made their 
way through the crowds.
 Religious authorities and orga-
nizations used parades in much the 
same way. The parade offered a large 
platform for them to connect with the 
community and foster power. The 
public enjoyed the parades since they 
got a chance to be close to the power-
ful members of society who passed by.
 But our parade is about fun, 
and frivolity. If there is any show of 
strength it’s the strength of friend-
ship and family. The tug of the for-
gotten neighborhood where so many 
people once lived and worked seems 
to draw people back, certainly to re-
member, but also to reinvent. This pa-
rade acts as a bridge from the past to 
the future. A generational gangplank 
allowing stories to become interac-
tive. It’s one thing for your Dziadzia 
to tell you about the fun he had with 
the Holy Name Society bowling team. 

nOT jusT a PaRadE
it’s a plethora of pride

THE



 DyngusDay.com | 21

POLIsH PILgRIMagE
off the beatin’ path

 you ever happened to be on the 
game show Family Feud and 

the question was “name a city in 
Poland?” the survey would probably 
say Warsaw, Krakow and Gdansk 
as the top three answers.  However 
there are more than 100 major cities 
in Poland and hundreds more towns 
and villages that blanket a nation 
that is much larger than most people 
are aware of. In fact, if we were to 
super impose a map of Poland over 
WNY with Buffalo at the center, we 
would be able to cover most of Lake 
Erie all of Lake Ontario, half of Lake 
Huron, most of Pennsylvania, all the 
way to New Jersey, half of New York 
State and most of Southern Ontario. 
Now that’s a lot of territory! Yet for 
the most part,   except for some of 
the more populated areas in Poland, 
the country has been passed by as a 
major tourist destination. But things 
are changing. And if you are a trav-
eler looking for an affordable adven-
ture, you are in for a surprise. First 
a little background.
 After World War 2 ended, the 
communist government national-
ized all tourist organizations in Po-
land.  Tourism was limited to the 
Comecon countries primarily of the 
eastern bloc. However, since the fall 
of communism and Poland’s joining 
the European Union, the allure of 
Poland has slowly started to spread, 
as the enchantment of the nations 
plethora of attractions combined 
with its affordability have started to 
become known by savvy travelers all 
over the world.
 If you have been wary to venture 
to another country because of safety 

concerns, rest assured that Poland is 
considered one of the safest countries 
on the planet. The incidence of crime 
is extremely low even in big metro-
politan areas in comparison to big cit-
ies in other nations. In fact statistics 
show that Poland overall, has less in-
cidence of crime than many rural ar-
eas of the United States. Once you ar-
rive within the countries borders the 
only concerns you will have are where 
to go, what to do and what to see first! 
Are you all about mountain climbing 
and yodeling into valleys? Poland’s 
got that covered. Is the seashore and 
the sound of waves slapping against 
breathtaking beaches on your bucket 
list? You can check that off as well. 
Everything from big bold vibrant 
cities to cute charming villages, Po-
land has it all. Whether it’s history, 
beauty, gastronomy or relaxation in 
a world-class spa to rejuvenate your 
entire being, Poland is an adventure 
the likes of which you may have never 
imagined. 
 Of course places like Warsaw, 
Krakow and Gdansk are undoubted-
ly historic, beautiful places that are 
worthy of visits in and of themselves, 
there are many other parts of Poland 
that are virtually undiscovered even 
by many Poles themselves.
 Case in point the city of Rzeszow. 
Located in the southeast corner of Po-
land near the Ukrainian border, this 
metropolitan area has all the attrac-
tions of a major metropolitan area 
along with the charm and history of a 
centuries - old European village. Old 
castles, churches and architecture 
that date back thousands of years are 
intermingled with modern amenities 
and a public transportation system 
that some areas in the US can only 
dream about. Bike paths crisscross 
the entire metro area making two-
wheeled transportation a very viable 
option for exploration.  Add a univer-
sity system that is now home to over 
100,000 students and a burgeoning 
aerospace industry as well as a cradle 
for IT and computer software devel-
opment and you have a destination 
that has something to offer to anyone 
regardless of age or inclination.
 History buffs will devour the trea-

sure trove of options from its ancient 
underground market and old town 
square, (which just happens to be one 
of the best preserved in all of Poland) 
to the spectacular former palace res-
idence of Łancut Castle just a short 
drive away from the city itself. Art 
galleries and museums abound in 
this cultural center that is the capital 
of the Sub Carpathian Province near 
the eastern border of Poland.
 Modern mega malls combined 
with old world merchants and charm-
ing boutiques make shopping an excit-
ing adventure not only for the unique 
array of items that can be found, but 
the fact that every US dollar equals 
about 4 of their złoty make shopping 
a bargain hunters dream.
 The favorable exchange rate of 
currencies means that not only can 
you purchase clothing and gift items 
economically, you can also afford to 
stay in luxurious accommodations for 
the same price one would spend for a 
motel that might leave the light on 
for you here in the United States. In 
this case they will leave the light on 
for you so you can slip away to dream-
land after a luxurious spa treatment 
or a sumptuous dinner. And speaking 
of food, the quality and assortment 
of cuisine available in Rzeszow will 
give your taste buds an adventure the 
likes of which they have never experi-
enced. From tiny little kitchens to five 
star restaurants everything is metic-
ulously and lovingly prepared and 
presented to dazzle your senses and 
warm your soul. And the hospitality 
will amaze you. The friendliness, the 
graciousness, and the accommodation 
of literally everyone you meet will not 
only be a pleasant experience but is 
a reminder of the spirit of hospitality 
that is such an important part of the 
polish DNA.
 Although Jasionka Airport has 
been around since 1945, the last few 
years have seen dramatic changes 
not only in the new modern terminal 
itself, but the international airlines 
that service the city now offer even 
more flights into the area. Plus Rz-
eszow is only about a 90 minute train 
ride from Krakow  which makes trav-
el to this area easier, more affordable 

If

and more pleasant then ever before, 
wheather by train or by plane. Now, 
the journey to the motherland can be 
comfortable, economic and efficient.
 Rzeszow in many ways is a lot like 
Buffalo. In fact, the two are sister cit-
ies and have enjoyed a close relation-
ship with each other since the 1970s. 
The origins of both of these places can 
be traced to their geographic loca-
tions as transportation and trade cen-
ters, and they are each experiencing 
a re-awakening and reinvention of 
sorts. Both have strong student popu-
lations, and both cities have a strong 
connection to the arts and culture in 
contrast to the industrial blue-collar 
grittiness of most of their histories. 
Much like the lowly caterpillar must 
go through a period of cocooning and 
metamorphosis before emerging as 
a beautiful butterfly, so it goes with 
both of these urban centers. Now, it 
appears that both sister cities, Buffa-
lo and Rzeszow, are starting to come 
out of the cocoon to spread their wings 
and feel the sunshine.
 Although collaborations between 
businesses, government and institu-
tions in both cities have existed for 
decades, the conditions for mutual 
prosperity have never been better. 
Economic opportunities for entrepre-
neurs today seem to be ripe for the 
picking. 
 No matter whether you're inten-
tions are to expand your business’s 
global reach or to relax, meet new 
people and broaden your horizons, 
connecting with Poland has never 
been easier or more logical. It is safe, 
it is beautiful, it is inviting. It is time. 
 If you have been thinking about 
going to Poland, stop. The only thing 
you will get by thinking is older. There 
has never been a better time to visit 
this beautiful country. Whether it’s to 
take in the majestic Baltic coastline, 
the awe inspiring beauty of Krakow, 
the cosmopolitan power of Warsaw, 
the invigoration of the Tatra moun-
tains or the reconnection to your an-
cestry, you will enjoy every moment 
of your adventure as you savor the 
flavor of Poland. Bezpieczne podróże. 
Safe travels. Send us a postcard.
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we know the flirtatious de-
bauchery associated with 

legendary Dyngus Day parties over 
the years would make one think twice 
about taking members of the younger 
set to experience first hand the Polo-
nia pageantry that takes place on the 
day after Easter. But think again. 
There are plenty of things to do and 
see for kids of all ages.
 A major motivation for Dyngus 
Day Buffalo has always been the edu-
cation and promotion of our heritage. 
So gather the clan, stick a pussy wil-
low branch in the stroller and teach 
the children what it is to be Polish 
and proud! 
 First of all, why not take the tykes 
to church? Before we feed our bodies, 
we must feed our souls. We have some 
of the most beautiful houses of wor-
ship anywhere in the world, smack 
dab in the middle of the historic Polo-
nia district. 

st. gabriELs chUrch
5271 cLiNtoN strEEt, ELMa, Ny
If you are starting out in the burbs, 
why not add a little twist to your usu-
al style of worship? Bet your kids have 
never been a part of a polka mass! 
Well, here’s your chance. Rare Vintage 
provides the soundtrack for a Polka 
Mass at 11:30am. After feeding your 
spirit in the sanctuary, some lunch in 
the hall afterwards will feed your body 
as well. Mmmmm Smacznego. So after 
you light a candle, head on over to a 
place where Poles have been providing 
provisions for their families for gener-
ations. Not only is it one of the largest 
congregations in WNY, also one of the 
most vibrant. These people know how 
to throw a party. Your little ones will 
love the live, swirly, twirly polkas, and 
so will you. With lots of parking here 
might be a great place to start and hop 
on the bus.

st. staNisLaUs chUrch
389 pEckhaM strEEt, bUffaLo 
Founded in 1873, St. Stanislaus Bish-
op and Martyr Church is the oldest 
Polish parish in the Diocese of Buffa-
lo and the oldest in New York State. 
It was here and within the streets 
surrounding the church, that one of 
the largest Polish communities in the 
world was founded. In 1904, this par-
ish was among the largest in the U.S. 
with close to 20,000 parishioners and 
a school of over 3,000 children. The 
current Romanesque style church was 
built in 1882. Since 2004, the parish 

has undergone an aggressive series of 
capital improvements to stabilize and 
restore the entire campus. These have 
included the restoration of long-lost 
murals and rebuilding of its historic, 
1893 Johnson & Son pipe organ. St. 
Stan’s Sunday Noon mass has been 
broadcasted on the radio since 1945.

corpUs christi chUrch
199 cLark strEEt, bUffaLo, Ny
A few blocks away, there’s anoth-
er spectacular house of worship. The 
awe-inspiring church interior features 
some of the finest ecclesiastical art in 
the city, and has 11,000 light bulbs illu-
minating the sanctuary. A special Dyn-
gus Day Mass begins at 11:00am.
 After Mass, stroll over to the brick 
building directly behind the church. 
There's lots to do once you stop mar-
veling at the vintage interior of one of 
the coolest old social clubs still in ex-
istence. There are bowling alleys for 
you to roll a few frames, a Krakow style 
castle bounce house in their gymnasi-
um, plenty of games and coloring con-
tests for your little crumb crunchers, as 
well as plenty of food and drink to fuel 
all that activity regardless of your age. 

broadway MarkEt
999 broadway, bUffaLo, Ny
A Buffalo landmark since 1888, it was 
built to cater to the thousands of immi-
grants who flocked to the east side in 
the late 1800’s. Although the Market 
site has undergone numerous chang-
es over time, three different physical 
structures in fact, the old-fashioned 
concept of selling farm fresh, exotic 
and unusual products here has re-
mained unchanged since the Market’s 
inception. 
 Now that you’ve had a chance to 
allow the munchkins to munch on 
some traditional fare, show your little 
dyngus darlings some cool stuff like…

thE 12th aNNUaL 
dyNgUs day paradE - 5pM
As they sang in the Music Man, “76 
trombones led the big parade”...Well 
we might not have 76 trombones, but 
we will have more than a few accord-
ians, flags, floats, marchers, and thou-
sands of smiling cheering revelers hav-
ing a grand time celebrating the Polish 
Pride that has propelled this proces-
sion to such powerful proportions that 
people have been planning their par-
ticipation with great anticipation. In 
other words, it’s grown. And it’s a lot of 
fun for kids of all ages.

dyngus day darlings
what to do with the little squirts

yEs
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st. casiMir’s sociaL cENtEr
1833 cLiNtoN strEEt, bUffaLo, Ny 
Now dive deep into the heart of anoth-
er Polish neighborhood with a German 
sounding name. Truth be told, the 
name came about because the early 
inhabitants of the neighborhood angli-
cized the Polish pronunciation of Ca-
simir and it stuck. This Dyngus Day 
party, inside what used to be Bishop 
Ryan High School, may not have been 
around as long as some of the others, 
but fear not, the folks at Saint Casi-
mir know a thing or two about fun and 
tradition. Father Czeslaw Krysa, the 
Rector of the church, is undoubtedly 
the foremost bearer of Polish tradi-
tions this side of Krakow, plus he even 
makes homemade Krupnik. Pretty 
sure that’s someone who knows about 
fun. But rest assured, there is an old 
school, family friendly vibe here. How 
could it not? It’s inside an old school!

poLish cadEts
927 graNt strEEt, bUffaLo, Ny 
The Polish Cadets at Grant and Am-
herst have been providing leadership 
and social activities for Poles of all 
ages since 1899. Not only are they one 
of the oldest social clubs of their kind 
in the nation, they will once again 
offer great live polka music, ethnic 
dancers and delicious homemade 
polish food in the heart of Buffalo’s 
secondary Polonia neighborhood, 
Blackrock. You can bet your babush-
ka it will be a good time. These guys 
know how to have fun.

dEpEw poLish faLcoNs
445 coLUMbia aVENUE, dEpEw, Ny 
The Polish Falcon Club on Columbia 
Avenue isn’t as old as the Cadets. The 
Falcons have only been around since 
1903. Even though it’s a few years ju-
nior to the Cadets, they know a thing 
or two about Dyngusing given that this 
will be their 44th year of throwing one 
hell of a pussy willow party. Again, 
great live polka music, dancing, plenty 
of food and family friendly fun.

babcia’s @ LaNcastEr ELks cLUb
33 LEgioN parkway, LaNcastEr, Ny 
Just down the road a bit from the leg-
endary club in Depew, in the heart of 
the quaint Lancaster business district, 
lies another great private club that 
many outside the area know nothing 
about. But don’t let that stop you from 
checking out the Lancaster Elks Club 
latest digs on Legion Parkway. If last 
years debut effort was any indicator of 
their party-planning prowess, this year 
should be one that will leave the whole 
town dancing the polka. The good folks 
at Babcias Pierogi brought this event 
to life in 2016 and promise even more 
this year with live polka music from 
perennial favorites, New Direction, 
from 3-6, folk dancing performances, 
basket raffles, DJ John Piniewski from 
6-10 and of course lots and lots of great 
authentic polish food, featuring plenty 
of delicious Babcias' Pierogi. 
 So grab your little ones, and your 
children too. Your kids will love these 
parties and so will you. The memories 
of celebrating heritage, ethnic pride, 
community and family will last a life-
time…that’s the best part. Well, the 
food and the music are pretty good 
too, and of course the parade. Every-
one loves a parade.

SPECIAL DELIVERY

DEPEW POLISH FALCONS CLUB

dYNGUS DAY CELEBRATION
 

2:00PM to 6:00PM

Est. 1903

2:00PM to ???  •  Doors open at 1:00PM

One of the Originals - We Keep it Going!

For Tickets and information call:

Depew Polish Falcons: 716.684.2373
Ken Knoll: 716.683.7242  • Ray Gajkowski: 716.685.1980  

MONDAY, APRIL 2nd, 2018

Celebrating a Local Event
with Local Bands!

445 Columbia Avenue  •  Depew, New York

No Table Reservations

$10.00 Admission  

website: www.polishfalconsdepew.com

6:00PM to ???

Food and Drinksavailable atreasonable pricesKitchen opens at 2PM

Children under 12 admitted FREE with parents

or with WRISTBAND - PUSSYWILLOW PASS $2.00 

Featuring

Buffalo’s Best Bands

44th  ANNUAL

PARKING

FREE
PUBLIC 

WELCOME
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 In the 1980’s and 1990’s a new 
genus began to emerge. A fusion of 
polka and rock, sometimes referrd to 
as Punk Polka, Alternative Polka and 
team Dyngus’ newly coined descrip-
tion “Rock & Rolka.”
 This style of polka not only at-
tracted a new generation of listeners, 
it encouraged interest in some of the 
classic long time polka icons as well.  
Legendary performers like Marion 
Lush,  Lil Wally and Frank Wojn-
arowski have all found new audienc-
es, thanks in part to younger people 
discovering the genre through these 
“Punk Polka” bands. But that genre 
would not even exist had it not been 
for the group that started the whole 
concept of combining various styles 
of music with polka, the legendary, 
Brave Combo. 
 Back in 1979 Carl Finch, a mu-
sician from Denton Texas, wandered 
into a Woolworth’s one day and saw 
some polka discs in the budget bin. 
Attracted by the strange covers, he 
took them home and started playing 
them. He became obsessed with the 
bouncy folk music that most Ameri-
cans associated with Lawrence Welk.
 Punk and new wave had also be-
gun to rise up in the late ’70s, so Finch 
said the idea of a “nuclear polka” band 
didn’t seem all that far-fetched. So, 
Carl found a few other adventurous 
musicians and they set out on a jour-
ney that has earned them a devoted 
following, including David Byrne, 
of the Talking Heads, who used the 
band in his 1986 movie True Stories 
(the group also performed at Byrne’s 
wedding) and Simpsons creator Matt 
Groening, who invited the band to 
play at a party celebrating the 200th 
episode of the animated sitcom (Groe-
ning has also used the music in ep-
isodes of The Simpsons and Futura-
ma). Not only has their unique style 
earned them a huge loyal following 
all across the world, but by combin-
ing polka and punk, tangos, cha-chas, 
tejano, country, ska, rock and blues, 
just to name a few, Carl and his like 
minded Polka pals have also earned 
two Grammy awards.
 Last year, Brave Combo’s Dyn-
gus debut was such a smash hit, peo-
ple have been begging for an encore 
performance. So to make it bigger 
and better, Carl has assembled the 
five original members Bubba Hernan-
dez, Jeffrey Barnes, Danny O’Brien, 

only is Buffalo the Dy-
ngus Day Capital of the 

World but, based on the amount of 
musical talent assembled at all the 
different festival venues that are part 
of this unique celebration, a strong 
case could be made that the Queen 
City of the Lakes is the Polka Capi-
tal of the universe (at least on Dyn-
gus Day it is). But let’s not get ahead 
of ourselves. First, let’s talk about 
where it all began.
 Although many consider Polka as 
a Polish creation the dances origins 
are actually attributed to Bohemia.  
The invention of the step is credited 
to Anna Slazak, a farm servant at 
Elbsteinit near Prague.  Based in lo-
cal Slavic folk music, by 1835 the Pol-
ka became a dance craze all over the 
ballrooms of Czechoslovakia before 
spreading throughout Europe by way 
of Vienna and Paris.  
 Within ten years the lively 2/4 
step hopped over the “pond” to the 
US and it remained a dominantly 
popular dance in Europe as well as 
in North America until the 20th cen-
tury, when it was displaced by rag-
time jazz, and the dance crazes of the 
Roaring Twenties.
 Polka did, however, experience a  
resurgence in popularity after WW2, 
when many Polish refugees moved to 
the US, adopting this Bohemian style 
as a cultural dance. 
 Although the origin can be traced 
back to one source, there are various 
styles of contemporary polka music 
all of which are American inventions. 
One of the styles found in the United 
States is the North American  “Pol-
ish-style Polka”, it’s roots are in Chi-
cago.  Two sub-styles are, “The Chi-
cago Honky”  (using the clarinet and 
one trumpet) and the “Chicago Push” 
(featuring the accordion, concertinas, 
bass, drums and almost always two 
trumpets). North American “Slove-
nian Style” is fast and features the 
piano accordion, chromatic accordion, 
and or diatonic button box accordion, 
it is associated with Cleveland.  North 
American “Dutchmen-style” features 
an “oompah,” sound often with a tuba 
& banjo, and has roots in the Amer-
ican Midwest. “Conjunto-style” pol-
kas have roots in northern Texas and 
Mexico and are also called “Norteno.” 
Traditional dances from this region 
reflect the influence of polka-dancing 
European immigrants.

the polka story
once upon a time there was a little twirl

nOT
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and Allan Emert along with Finch, 
who recorded both Grammy winning 
albums Polkasonic and Let’s Kiss. If 
you thought last year was high ener-
gy… hang on to your babushka baby. 
You ain’t seen nothing yet.
 Catch these renowned multiple 
Grammy winners yourself, and see 
what the excitement is about up-close 
and in person during this highly an-
ticipated appearance under the Big 
Tent at Pussy Willow Park after the 
parade, beginning at 7:30pm. 
 Even before Dyngus Day official-
ly arrives the twirling of festive skirts 
and blaring horns will signal the start 
of the festival at the Official Pre-Dy-
ngus Kickoff on Easter Sunday night 
at the Pvt. Leonard Post VFW. Peren-
nial favorites Buffalo Touch will be 
joined by Almost Dyngus Day Players 
to make sure everyone is primed for 
the following day.
 If adventure and exploration 
tickle your fancy, there are a myriad 
of other musical stylings to suit all of 
your interests.  Try some new venues 
for a change we have plenty of plac-
es to go there’s even a Polka Mass at 
Saint Gabriels Church with Rare Vin-
tage if you want to hedge your bets for 
what you do later. Solid performers 
can be found all day long at Polish 
Villa 2 starting with New Direction at 
9:30 to the Phocus Polka Show at the 
Anchor Inn in Cheektowaga. Near-
by, the anticipation for the Kielbasa 
Kings from Dearborn Michigan has 
been growing at the Clinton Bar and 
Grill, which is quickly gaining a rep-
utation as a new Polka palace in its 
own right.
 If Historic Polonia is your pre-
ferred place for pussy willows, piwo 
and polkas, make sure you check out 
Box On also from Michigan, this polka 
playing family literally has polka in 
their DNA. Rick Vinecki and his wife 
Alicia met at a polka dance in Detroit. 
He was with the Melody Kings and 
she was part of the legendary Polka 
Family. Now along with their eight 
children they have been spreading 
pure polka fun all across the USA. 
This band is fun with a capital F!
 As the festival unfolds on Mon-
day, there are dozens of other pol-
ka bands to catch at venues all over 
town. Check out our calendar in this 
guide, or on our website www.dyngus-
day.com, for a complete list of bands, 
venues, & more detailed information. 
 It doesn’t matter whether you 
are just listening, watching, partici-
pating as a seasoned hoofer of the pol-
ka twirl, or a new comer to the dance 
floor, rest assured that this European 
form of aerobics can be enjoyed with-
out Dramamine by everyone. One 
thing is for sure in the Polka Story, 
everyone lives happily ever after!
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often hear the term Polonia, 
but what does it mean? Lit-

erally, the word refers to the diaspora, 
(people of Polish origin who live outside 
Poland). Technically that explanation 
is right, however it is much more than 
that. Polonia is a collective sharing ex-
perience, of tradition, culture, food and 
celebration. As with most immigrant 
communities that took hold in the Unit-
ed States after a generation or two, we 
find that many become “Americanized” 
and old world traditions seem to wane 
or disappear. It was inspiring to find 
Poles of many generations in this year’ 
“Polonia P.O.L.” still adhering to the 
value of old world customs and tradi-
tions and holding dear the strong work 
ethic so prevalent in the Polish .

staNLEy & toLa MarkUt 
Stanley and Tola Markut were both 
born and spent their youth in Poland. 
Although through different paths, they 
were each ripped from their homes 
and sent to Siberian Slave Labor 
Camps.  Ultimately spared, Stanley 
joined the Polish Army in Kazakstan, 
Russia and Tola, lying about her age, 
joined and was trained in the Polish 
Army in the Middle East. After joint ef-
forts with the WW2 allies and the end 
of the war they found themselves in En-
gland, as going back to a free Poland was 
not an option. They met, got married in 
1954, and left England to the dream of 
reaching America. Final stop, with only 
4 suitcases, they established their home 
in Buffalo and started a family with a 
daughter and son. Stan’s factory job 
and Tola’s cleaning and sewing work 
provided the financial stability to raise 
their family, enjoy simple vacations, 
travel overseas to visit family, educate 
their children, build many wonderful 
relationships with so many friends and 
now enjoy a long and wonderful retire-
ment.  They have three granddaughters 
and four great grandchildren. They tru-
ly feel blessed and thank God everyday 
for everything they have and have been 
through.
What does it mean to you to be a part of 
Buffalo's Polonia? 
After being in Buffalo for only a short 
time, we immediately embraced Polo-
nia as well as America. It was easy, es-
pecially since we lived down the street 
from St. Stanislaus. There is a long list 
of Polish organizations that we were 
(and are) affiliated with and even were 
officers. We were blessed that we be-
came citizens in 1963 and that we were 
able to raise our children with Polish 
culture, values, and traditions. We are 

proud of that and know that Polonia af-
forded us many avenues and support of 
these teachings. 
Do you have any favorite Dyngus Memo-
ries or recollections?
Stan’s most memorable one was 34 
years ago when he “spent” one of his 
first social security cheques. Broadway 
Grill cashed it (those were the days 
that bars cashed employment cheques) 
and Stan treated his son and daughters 
friends to a ‘dyngus’ of a time along with 
any other family and friends that were 
out celebrating. Tola is proud to see her 
grand and great grand kids dressed in 
red and white enjoying the 12 years of 
parades.

What is your favorite Polish Food?
Naleszniki, chłodnyk, smalec, galareta, 
mleczane zupa, kluski, kiszka, czarni-
na, kaszanka, barszcz (white and red), 
bigos, pierogi…should we continue?… 
(very weird but Stan does not like 
mushrooms at all ??).

Pussy Willow or water?
For Stan, even though Dyngus Day 
wasn’t celebrated when he was growing 
up, he likes the water or actually the 
“perfumed liquids” that were also un-
derstood as a tradition. Tola says pussy 
willows are always a favorite.

aLEx kUtas
At first glance this 19 year old appears 
to be a typical all American kid, more 
interested in playing hockey and hang-
ing around with friends. But don’t be de-
ceived by his youthful appearance. This 
young man has higher expectations for 
himself than snowboards in the winter 
and jet skis in the summer. Although 
he enjoys all of those activities, his real 
joy is working in the kitchen at his par-
ents restaurant the Polish Villa 2. He 
looks at the art of cooking as just that. 
“Instead of drawing on a piece of paper 
you put it on a plate. It’s art that is deli-
cious. I love experimenting with spices 
and different flavors. I’m still learning 
but my Dad’s a great teacher. Alex’s life 
goals are simple. “I’d like to take over 
this restaurant and be a great cook.”
 Asked about what he would like to share 
with the youth of Polonia, this young 
sage paused for a moment and replied, 
“Keep trying, whatever you want to do, 
just stick it in your head and tell your-
self you can do it. Just keep going with 
it. Don’t ever listen to anyone that says 
you can’t and you’ll get it done one way 
or another.” As we digest those words of 
wisdom from this young old soul, how 
about another bowl of bigos please?

What does it mean to you to be a part of 
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Buffalo's Polonia? 
I like to cook so for me it’s all about the 
food. I think we could spread the culture 
around to everyone whether they are 
Polish or not through the delicious food 
of Poland. I guess it’s sort of like being a 
Polish food ambassador. It’s part of my 
upbringing. You know my Dziadzi and 
Nama started the Polish Villa then my 
Mom and Dad opened the second loca-
tion on Harlem so the food thing really 
has been with me my whole life.
Do you have any favorite Dyngus Memo-
ries or recollections?
I remember once seeing a bunch of 
these guys laughing real hard and mak-
ing a big deal out of stacking up cans of 
Zywiec beer. Lots of laughs and lots of 
dancing. I’ve never celebrated Dyngus 
Day other than here at the Polish Villa.
What is your favorite Polish Food?
Pierogi are real good but I think I have 
eaten way to many. Maybe lazy pierogi 
are my favorite.
Pussy Willow or water?
Oh, Pussy willow all day.

joE rEdLiNski
His people have been in the business 
of feeding Buffalo’s Polonia since 1947 
so I guess it would be safe to say that 
kielbasa is in his blood. This fourth gen-
eration Redlinski started working the 
family stand at the Broadway market 
when he was just 12 years old. After 
overseeing the production facility on 
Sienkewicz St., Joe took over the store 
on Walden near Harlem in Cheektowa-
ga which first opened in 1982. The Red-
linski reach extends far beyond WNY 
through their other project Buffalo-
Foods.com, a website where expatriated 
Buffalonians can order local food favor-
ites like white hots, beef on weck, We-
bers mustard, sponge candy and even 
Swiss Chalet sauce. Folks craving the 
taste of home have had items shipped 
as far away as Alaska and Hawaii. 
When he’s not busy curing hams or cut-
ting chops or trimming some succulent 
steaks he manages to carve out time for 
his sons. He has been a hockey coach for 
his sons Jack and Joey’s, travel teams 
for the last 12 years and looks forward 
to the next generation of Redlinskis car-
rying on the family tradition of nourish-
ing Polonia for generations yet to come.
What does it mean to you to be a part of 
Buffalo's Polonia? 
I love being a part of all the Polish cele-
brations. Knowing that so many people 
have our products as part of their holi-
day meals is something very special to 
me. Another thing that really impacted 
me was how people in this community 
help each other out. I remember when 
I first started working at the market 
when I was 12 years old, a truck would 
come in and maybe it was a load of but-
ter lambs for Malczewskis stand, my fa-
ther would have me go and help unload 
the truck with them and then when we 
had a similar situation, they would do 
the same for us. We all worked together 
to help each other when it was needed.
Do you have any favorite Dyngus Memo-
ries or recollections?
Ha. Not many that I could share haha. 

The sausage plant is next door to what 
used to be the Market bar. I remember 
when I was a kid wheeling sausage on 
a cart from the plant to the market and 
people would run out of the bar and try 
to buy sausage from me as I was cross-
ing the street and that was way before 
Dyngus Day. I remember my aunt Su-
sie would come out and direct traffic 
with a whistle and everything. It was 
pretty great.

What is your favorite Polish Food?
Polish sausage obviously. But I think if 
I was stranded on an island and could 
only choose one thing it would have to 
be a plate filled with sweet and sour 
cabbage, chopped up polish sausage 
and pierogi.

Pussy Willow or water?
Without hesitation, pussy willows.

EMMa arENt
You couldn’t find a better suited (or cut-
er) ambassador for Polonia if you tried. 
Meet Emma Arent, an eight year old 
from Holland NY. Dancing is in this 
young girls blood. That’s no surprise 
given that her Grandma is the Pres-
ident of the Harmony Polish Folk En-
semble and her Mom is Vice President.
Emma has been a proud member of the 
troupe as soon as she started to walk. In 
fact no one is really sure if she started 
walking or dancing first, but this is now 
her seventh year of dancing and per-
forming with the cultural group. Soon 
she plans on sharing her knowledge of 
folk dancing with her little sisters Ame-
lia (2) and Ilianna (1) but is waiting for 
them to first learn the fine art of walk-
ing. In any event this kid is just getting 
warmed up. Last year she was named 
a General Pulaski Princess and repre-
sented the Pulaski association and all 
of Polonia at various functions through-
out the year. She is excited to be mak-
ing her first Holy Communion this year 
and loves to be involved in the 4H horse 
program almost as much as dancing 
with her friends at Harmony. She is in 
the third grade at Holland Elementary 
School and loves learning science even 
if the math part is sometimes an obsta-
cle. When asked what she was looking 
forward to she replied, “Summer vaca-
tion, but first Dyngus Day.”

What does it mean to you to be a part of 
Buffalo's Polonia? 
I love being part of Polonia in Buffalo 
because I always get to meet new peo-
ple and learn new things about my Pol-
ish heritage. 

Do you have any favorite Dyngus Memo-
ries or recollections?
Dyngus day is a big part of my life be-
cause I love going out and celebrating! 
I also love sharing our Polish dancing 
with everyone who comes out to see us! 
We love dyngus day so much, we named 
our dog Dyngus!!    

What is your favorite Polish Food?
I love gołabki & sweet & sour cabbage! 

Pussy Willow or water?
Water!

Alex Kutas

Stanley & Tola Markut

Joe Redlinski

Emma Arent
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an old world tradi-
tion to a modern, 

world class ethnic festival, Buffa-
lo’s Dyngus Day celebration has 
undoubtedly turned into one of the 
largest festivals of it’s kind anywhere 
on the globe. To so many people that 
now take part in the refreshingly ri-
diculous revelry year after year, it 
seems as if this unique celebration 
has always been a part of the unveil-
ing of Spring here in Western New 
York. But it wasn’t always that way...
 Although the post Lenten ob-
servance known as Dyngus Day has 
been noted in the City’s traditional 
Polish neighborhoods dating back to 
the 1870s when the city’s Polish colo-
ny began taking root, it was referred 
to as Smigus Dingus, back then. Mod-
ern Dyngus Day in Buffalo had its be-
ginnings with the Chopin Singing So-
ciety when they had their clubrooms 
on the east side of Buffalo in the city’s 
historic Polonia district. Judge Ann 
Mikoll and her late husband,  Theo-
dore, held a “Smigus Dingus” themed 
party at the Society’s clubrooms on 
Kosciuszko Street in 1961. The idea 
was born after a trip to Poland, where 
the Mikolls renewed their love of the 
colorfully obscure customs of the 
Polish people. The event, originally 
meant to boost the declining mem-
bership of the society, soon became 
an annual event in Buffalo. Political 
and business leaders made their way 
to the Chopin’s Clubrooms every year 
on the day after Easter to begin the 
day with a ceremonial “Święconką” 
luncheon. Polka music was played 
throughout the building’s meeting 
and bar rooms, and there was plenty 

of revelry to be had by all. Because 
of the quirky nature of the associ-
ated traditions, i.e. the splashing of 
water and swatting with pussy wil-
low branches, the party turned into a 
much anticipated yearly affair.
 But as the neighborhood waned 
so did Dyngus activity in the city. 
Chopins left the Eastside in the early 
1990s and moved out to new clubrooms 
in the eastern suburb of Cheektowaga 
where they tried to attract a whole 
new generation of Polonia.
 But by that time the younger 
members of Polonia were used to 
looking at other types of music and 
recreation. And Polka music was not 
part of what they were looking for. As 
the next generations of Poles became 
completely assimilated with modern 
American culture, Polka music and 
old world style customs started to be-
come obsolete and unhip. These were 
things your “Babcia” did. There was 
nothing cool about “Dyngus” back 
then.
 That all changed in 2005 when 
the website DyngusDayBuffalo.com 
was born. The following year Dyn-
gus Day Buffalo was founded by two 
friends that wanted to shine a positive 
light on a forgotten neighborhood and 
a misunderstood culture. The hope 
was that by providing marketing and 
organizational support to a number 
of combined events across the region, 
more people would show up to these 
parties and a younger demograph-
ic would be attracted to something 
that wasn’t deemed hip by anyone 
under the age of fifty. The ultimate 
goal was to promote the unique eth-
nic, religious and cultural aspects of 

fROM

Polish culture throughout the world 
and the influence of Poles nationwide 
through this quirky celebration that 
was now known as Dyngus Day. In 
2007, the streets of the Historic Po-
lonia District were once again filled 
with polkas and pussy willows as the 
Inaugural Dyngus Day Parade was 
organized, making its way through 
the streets of Old Polonia. Today, the 
Parade routes through the historic 
neighborhood, past numerous party 
sites and concludes at a number of 
large outdoor parties near Buffalo’s 
old railroad center in the shadow of 
two prominent historic Polish Catho-
lic churches.
 In subsequent years, the number 
of parties in the Historic Polonia Dis-
trict continued to expand with even 
more events, as well as numerous 
family owned taverns getting in on 
the act again. In addition to the “old 
neighborhood,” the suburban venues 
hosting sizable Dyngus Dances have 
more than doubled, as well as other 
city neighborhoods, including Buffa-
lo’s Blackrock neighborhood, (which 
is really Buffalo’s second Polish Colo-
ny), as well as Kaisertown. There are 
now dozens of different festival sites 
that are officially part of what has 
turned into one of the most unique 
ethnic celebrations of its kind on the 
planet.
 The introduction of an extensive 
system of shuttle buses connecting 
all the official venues together has 
spurred participation to new heights. 
Attendance in 2017 was estimated at 
over 50,000 for Dyngus Day events 
across Western New York, making it 
one of the largest, one day ethnic fes-
tivals in North America.
 A lot of attention was drawn to 
Buffalo’s Dyngus day by the reac-
tion of CNN’s Anderson Cooper a few 
years ago, which may have angered 
some who thought that his uncon-
trollable laughter associated with 
the quirky customary rituals of the 
observance was insulting. However, 
the resulting awareness and other 
national media coverage only fueled 
the growth of the celebration. The 
ABC affiliate in Buffalo, WKBW, be-

gan airing a live television special in 
2014 entitled “Dyngus Day Diary” 
that earned an Emmy nomination for 
the station and its producers.
 All this notoriety has now born 
fruit. In addition to the growth of the 
festival, more people are now com-
ing in by the busloads from places 
like Ohio, Michigan, Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts, etc. It seems that 
Dyngus Day in Buffalo, NY has now 
turned into a tourist attraction. Who 
would’ve even thought that to be 
possible thirteen years ago? But as 
Buffalo continues to reconnect with 
its history, and more of us realize the 
potential draw of our area’s authen-
ticity, we now see the value of old 
world traditions.
 The compelling stories we have 
to tell about the different ethnic com-
munities that settled here, working 
the factories or railroads and rais-
ing families while striving to realize 
their American dream, appeal to a 
new generation and have revealed 
themselves to be powerful marketing 
tools for the city.
 As a result of all these efforts, the 
neighborhood that was once home to 
this large Polish colony (and in fact 
the entire Polish American culture 
of WNY) has been experiencing a 
re-awakening of sorts, a new found 
appreciation of its significance and 
potential. In addition, because of the 
marketing efforts of dyngusday.com 
and their promotion of Polish culture 
throughout the years, an unprece-
dented swelling of Polish pride has 
been taking place throughout the re-
gion for over a decade, with no signs 
of letting up.
 After all this and more than a 
half century of polkas and pussy 
willows, no other city on the planet 
can claim to celebrate Dyngus Day 
like we do in the Queen City. It has 
turned into a point of civic pride, not 
only for Buffalo’s Polonia, but all of 
Western New York. Thank you for 
participating in history as we contin-
ue to spread the story about Dyngus 
Day and the heritage of Buffalo’s Po-
lonia. Dziekuje bardzo!

Pussy WILLOW POWER
the whole story from beginning to end
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Day is only 
one day out 

of 365, but we do our very best to pro-
vide you, our Dyngus disciples with 
ways to extend this joyous celebra-
tion and spring like state of mind. 
So as we do every year, Dyngus Day 
Buffalo once again is offering up some 
great souvenirs to not only put you in 
a party frame of mind, but to keep it 
going all year long. Because everyone 
is concerned about global warming 
and the eventual disappearance of 
winter weather altogether we decid-
ed to shelve the idea of Dyngus Day 
parkas, mukluks and toboggans. But 
something tells us there will be plen-
ty of ‘ski’s in the parade anyway.  In 
any event fear not because we’ve got 
you covered.
 Because of the tremendous retail 
success over the past few years, with 
many Wegman’s and Tops locations 
hosting Dyngus Day activities and 
selling Dyngus Day gear, this year 
once again all Tops and Wegmans 
locations in WNY have hopped back 
on the Polonia Express, selling brand 
new t-shirt designs, hoodies, crew 
neck sweatshirts, baseball caps, em-
broidered knit caps, polka cd’s, and 
even baby sized t-shirts that are so 
cute and are perfect little stuffers for 
your dyngus darlings’ Easter baskets.  
These are just some of the way cool 
tokens we have to offer as evidence 
of your Dyngus dedication. A few of 
our official festival venues will have 
certified Dyngus gear as well on. If 
you can get it now, why would you 
want to wait until the big day to get 
your gear? With Tops, Wegman’s and 
the Broadway Market acting as offi-
cial Dyngus Day “pop-ups”, run don’t 
walk, there’s a red shirt with your 
name on it in your neighborhood.
 Oh, and while you’re there, look 
for great specials on Zywiec Beer, 
and all of your favorite Polish foods. 
Maybe even pick up the ingredients 
to make your own pierogi. 
 In the event that you already 
have your outfit planned and don’t 
need any attire because oh, let’s say 
you are planning to wear a suit made 
of pussy willow catkins, or have decid-
ed to dye your hair red and white and 
don’t want to divert attention from 
you new coiffure, there’s still some-
thing for you. What’s that you say? A 
Pussy Willow Pass that’s what!!
 Vouchers are available at every 
Wegman’s in the nation and are re-

dyngus deemable in the express lane at the 
Pussy Willow Park Party tent. You 
can even use your voucher to get to 
the tent from any venue on the route, 
just show it to your bus driver and tell 
him to step on it! Now that’s customer 
service. Or you can pick up a brace-
let at the Broadway Market, or any 
of the participating festival venues, 
ahead of the big day. The idea here 
is to save time. Why wait in line and 
cut into prime Dyngusing time? This 
is an important point to remember 
when you are making your annual pil-
grimage to the Broadway market in 
preparation for Easter. As long as you 
are there already, stop by the Official 
Dyngus Day booth and pick up all of 
the afore mentioned loot plus, only at 
the Broadway Market outlet, you can 
find our carved, wooden Dyngus Day 
Buffalo coasters or customized key 
fobs. There were only a small amount 
of these made, but they make great 
affordable gift items. It’s also come to 
our attention that people are clamor-
ing for Dyngus Art to display in their 
homes and offices and show the world 
how WNY Polonia celebrates spring-
time. That’s why we will be offering 
prints of the original official Dyngus 
guide cover art painted by renowned 
artist Nancy McCarthy. This is a very 
limited run so don’t delay.
 While time management is very 
important when trying to maximize 
your dyngus delight, it’s important to 
remember the poor souls that aren’t 
able to join us in the festivities here in 
the Dyngus Day Capital of the world. 
Those poor working stiffs that either 
couldn’t scam a day off from work 
or (this is hard to understand but) 
do not grasp the importance of cele-
brating springs arrival at this bac-
chanal bash in Buffalo. Our swag is 
sweet and our Dyngus duds not only 
demonstrate that you are a true red 
and white blooded Polonian, but our 
“official” gear lets all of your out-of-
town friends and relatives, and those 
not yet indoctrinated, know that you 
really do love them when you come 
home with or send them a little good-
ie bag filled with Dyngus Day gear: 
an official Dyngus Day guide, maybe 
some Redlinski kielbasa, and a jar of 
horseradish. Who knows, maybe it’s 
just the thing you need to get them 
to join you or have them move back 
home to the Queen City.

HaVE nO fEaR
we have dyngus gear
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