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SHOULD / OUGHT TO / HAD BETTER 
Should, ought to and had better have the same meaning. They are used to say or ask what is the correct or 

best thing to do 

 Should Ought to Had better 

Affirmative 
You should study harder. You ought to study 

harder. 
You had better study 
harder. 

Negative 
We should not cheat 
during exams. 

We ought not to cheat 
during exams. 

We had better not cheat 
during exams. 

 should not = shouldn’t ought not = oughtn’t [K-12 Notes] Không có 
hadn’t better. 

 


