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CERTIFIED BY THE

A golden eagle carries a flying drone (2017).   
“I love these birds,” Machoukow told 
Agence France-Presse.  “I don’t want 
to send them to their death.” The birds 
are first taught to attack in a straight line 
before graduating to diving from heights.  
Soon they’ll be patrolling the skies over 
the Pyrenees Mountains in southern 
France and could possibly be deployed 
at airports and special events, such as 
political summits and soccer tournaments.  
The French air force expects four more 
eagles to join the fleet, soon.

 Old-Tech vs New-Tech: 
French military are using winged warriors to hunt down rogue dronesEver since I was young, I had a burning love for wolves. I never did know what made me love 

them so much, but I did. Sadly the wolves did start to fall in the main population, having their 
habitats destroyed or getting hunted to near extinction. Thankfully, most of us realized the 
mistake we were making in depriving these beautiful creatures of their life sources, and the 
wolves made a comeback. Their population starting to climb up the hills of yellowstone, Making 
their great journey back to the number that there once was. Their fate is in human hands, and 
only we can control what happens to them. So many people are devoting their life to help 
this amazing species, whether it be trying to pass laws to help them, or helping out at wolf 
rehabilitation centers. Some just don’t understand that wolves have emotions, families and a life 
that was taken from them. I hope that someday, I will see packs of wolves being led over the hills 
and streams, the alpha in the lead. Or even pups playing in a creek. I believe with all my heart, 
that we can bring them back to the state they were once in.   - Maya Besch

email
“A drone means food for these birds,” Gerald 
Machoukow, the military base’s falconer,told 
FRANCE 24. “Now they automatically go after 
them.”   The use of hunting birds – normally falcons 
and northern goshawks – by militaries around the 
globe is common practice in the fight to scare other 
critters away from runways and so cut the risk of 
accidents during takeoff, or landing. But it wasn’t 
until 2015 after the Dutch started using bald eagles 
to intercept drones that other militaries started 
to see the benefit of these winged warriors.  The 
French bred the four golden eagles – three males 
and one female -- using artificial insemination since 
eagles are a protected species and harvesting wild 
eggsisstrictly forbidden.  They chose the golden 
eagle because of the birds hooked beak and sharp 
eyesight.   Also weighing in around 11 pounds, the 
birds are in a similar weight class as the drones 
they’re sent to destroy and clocking in at a top air 

speed of 50 miles per hour, with the capability of spotting its target from over a mile away, the eagles are deft hunters.  To protect the 
eagles from drone blades and any explosive device that might be attached to them, the French military designed mittens of leather and 
Kevlar (an anti-blast material), to protect the bird’s talons.

A golden eagle grabs a flying drone 
during a military training exercise at 
Mont-de-Marsan French Air Force 
base, Southwestern France.  Following 
incidents of drones flying over the 
presidential palace and restricted military 
sites – along with the deadly 2015 Paris 
terror attacks – the French Air Force has 
trained four golden eagles to intercept 
and destroy the rogue aircraft.   Aptly 
named, d’Artagnan, Athos, Porthos  and 
Aramis – an homage to Alexandre Dumas 
“The Three Musketeers” – the four birds 
of prey have been honing their attack 
skills at Mont-de-Marsan in southwestern 
France since mid-2016.

ONE ACRE 
OF HEMP 
(grown in a single season) 
yields as much 
paper as up to 
4 acres of trees.

ALWAYS
PREPARED 
Our staff are all 
trained in CPR.

CLICK 
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MORE

WHAT A SHAME!
FOUNDATION FOR WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

Ensuring ungulate populations recover in areas negatively impacted by wolves

With the help of your membership or donation, F4WM 
is able to help hunters and trappers offset high operating 
costs with a reimbursement for each wolf harvested.



Gray wolf  OR-54’s return to Nevada County part of  ‘dispersal’ activity
Liz Kellar Special to the Sun

Nevada County certainly has its fair share of  
wildlife, from the more commonly spotted 
deer and turkeys to the more elusive foxes, 
coyotes, mountain lions, bears and ring-tailed 
cats.
But the news that a gray wolf  known as 
OR-54 — deemed “a traveling maniac” by 
one wolf  expert — was tracked to Nevada 
County this January drew widespread interest. 
The nearly 3-year-old female wolf, born into 
Oregon’s Rogue Pack, was making her second 
visit since an initial foray in June of  last year.
She was tracked last year to the Truckee area, 
the first known visit of  a gray wolf  to Nevada 
County since the early 1900s. Her tracking 
collar indicated she was near the Boreal 
Mountain ski area, about a mile and a half  
from Interstate 80.
The wolf  first came to California on Jan. 
24, 2018, entering eastern Siskiyou County 
and spending 28 days in the state, traveling 
through Shasta, Tehama and Plumas counties, 
before returning to Oregon and covering at 
least 506 miles, or about 18 per day. In mid-
April, she came back to California and racked 
up at least 638 miles through five California 
counties.
After making her way into Nevada County, 
she returned to neighboring Sierra County, 
which California Department of  Fish and 
Wildlife officials said was her home base in 
the state. The young wolf  traveled back to 

Oregon in early November, but in late January 
she again visited Nevada County, this time 
near the former mining community of  Gaston 
at 5,062 feet on the Gaston Ridge. Gaston 
is located a few miles south of  Graniteville 
and about 4 miles northeast of  the town of  
Washington in the Tahoe National Forest.
It is unclear why the wolf  returned to Nevada 
County. Fish and Wildlife biologists are very 
interested in following her next moves, as the 
breeding season is only a few months away. 
She is up toward Sierra Valley currently, 
said Jordan Traverso, the deputy director of  
communications, education and outreach for 
the Department of  Fish and Wildlife.
OR-54’s “dispersal” activity is not unusual, 
Traverso said.
“Dispersal activity usually happens when a 
wolf  is looking for a new pack, a mate, or its 
current pack has grown too large for the food 
source or range it’s in,” she said.
According to Traverso, there are a number of  
reasons why this one might have come this far 
south.
“Like all wild animals, they’ll likely go 
to where they can find suitable habitat 
(appropriate cover, food source) — which 
much of  northern California offers.”
Unfortunately for local wolf  fans, said 
Traverso, it’s not possible to predict where 
wolves will move, collared or not. So she might 
never return to Nevada County.

A LITTLE HISTORY
Gray wolves (canis lupus) are a native species 
that became extinct in California in the 1920s. 
California has not reintroduced gray wolves, but 
they are now returning on their own through 
dispersal of  individuals from populations in 
other states.
The historical range of  the wolf  in California 
most likely included the Sierra Nevada, down 
into the Central Valley, the western slope of  
the Sierra Nevada foothills and mountains, and 
the Coast Ranges until the early 1800s. Wolves 
were likely killed to control predation on other 
animals. Other factors, including hunting, may 
also have contributed to their “extirpation” from 
California.
OR-54 is believed to be the daughter of  OR-7, 
the first gray wolf  to cross into California from 
Oregon in almost 90 years. OR-7 eventually 
settled back in southern Oregon, where he and 
a female established the Rogue Pack and have 
raised litters every year since 2014. Other wolves 
have since been found in California, some of  
which are from OR-7’s pack. The Lassen Pack is 
the only currently known wolf  pack in the state.
OR-54, likely born in 2016, was collared by 
Oregon biologists in October 2017 and has been 
generally covering a lot of  the same territory 
OR-7 did between 2011 and 2013, though he 
never went much farther south than Susanville.

Animal saved from icy Estonian river turns out to be a wolf

(Estonian Union for the Protection of Animals via AP)

HELSINKI (AP) — Estonian construction workers got the shock 
of their lives when they found out the animal they saved from 
an icy river was not a dog but a wolf.
Rando Kartsepp, Robin Sillamae and Erki Vali told the 
Postimees newspaper they were working at the Sindi dam on 
the frozen Parnu River in southwestern Estonia when they saw 
an animal frantically swimming in a maze of ice.
They rescued the ice-coated animal and took it to a shelter. 
A hunter told them it was about a one-year old male wolf 
suffering from shock and hypothermia.
The young wolf recovered after a day and was released back 
into the wild with a GPS collar.
Estonia has an estimated 200 wolves. The grey wolf was voted 
Estonia’s national animal by nature organizations in 2018.

in the news
The 2018 hunting season was the latest in a years-long streak in which 
Idaho hunters harvested an above-average number of  elk and white-
tailed deer, according to an Idaho Department of  Fish and Game 
analysis.
Last season, Idahoans took 22,325 elk. It was the fifth year in a row that 
hunters have exceeded the 10-year average harvest of  19,274 elk. The 
2018 figure is the ninth-highest elk harvest of  all time, despite harvest 
numbers dropping slightly since the 2015 high of  24,501. The highest-
ever elk harvest was 28,000 animals in 1994.
“The past few years have been a great time to be an elk hunter in Idaho; 
in fact, the current stretch is among the best in the state’s history,” Fish 
and Game conservation officer Brian Pearson wrote in the analysis.
The 2018 season also marked the fifth straight year of  above-average 
white-tailed deer harvests. Similar to elk numbers, white-tailed deer 
harvests peaked in Idaho in 2015. Since then, harvest numbers have 
dropped slightly, but 2018’s total take of  25,134 white-tailed deer still 

exceeded the 10-year average of  24,191 and was among the top 10 in 
state history.
“The all-time harvest record of  30,578 was set in 2015, and the 2018 
harvest ranks fifth all time,” Pearson wrote.
Fish and Game officials attributed the decrease since 2015 to past years’ 
weather — a hot, dry fall in 2017 preceded by a tough winter.
Hunters harvested more mule deer in 2018 than they had the previous 
year, taking nearly 27,000 of  the animals. That didn’t quite meet the 
10-year average of  27,969 mule deer, but Fish and Game officials were 
optimistic that the harvest was a sign of  recovery from the massive drop 
in harvest numbers between 2016 and 2017.
“Leading up to the 2017 hunting season, Idaho’s mule deer population 
had been on an upswing, but a tough winter across most of  Southern 
Idaho in 2016-17 resulted in the second-lowest statewide fawn survival 
rate on record, meaning fewer animals were recruited into the herds for 
the 2017 hunting seasons,” Pearson wrote in the analysis.

Wolves would not make an impact at all 
on the elk/deer population

If  hunters, trappers and ranchers had an enemies list, state Sen. Jeff 
Steinborn might be at the top of  it.
Steinborn is sure to clash with livestock owners and many rural 
legislators who represent them.
He is to present his Senate Bill 76, which would outlaw contests staged 
to see who can kill the most coyotes. It has cleared one legislative 
committee and is on to another.
He also will be pitching a bill that would change the name of  the state 
Department of  Game and Fish to the Wildlife Department. Another 
facet of  this proposal, Senate Bill 203, would transform the Game 
Commission into the Wildlife Commission.
This is not about semantics. Not to Steinborn.
He didn’t like the way the Game Commission operated during the 
previous eight years, when Republican Gov. Susana Martinez appointed 
its members.
“The Game Commission had its boot on the neck of  endangered 
species,” said Steinborn, D-Las Cruces.
He said as many as 85 percent of  New Mexicans don’t have hunting or 
fishing licenses, but all have an interest in wildlife. So Steinborn wants 
state government to stop thinking about thousands of  species in terms of  
how or when they can be hunted.
In concert with his bill for a Wildlife Department, Steinborn also wants 
to modernize the agency’s mission.
And so he has introduced a third measure, Senate Bill 417. It would 
rewrite policies that haven’t been updated since 1953.
His bill would junk references to “game” and instead establish wildlife 
“as a resource for the benefit, use and enjoyment of  all New Mexicans, 
including future generations.”
Steinborn’s bill would confer on the state commission the “authority to 
protect all species of  wildlife.”
As it stands, coyotes are among the species that don’t have state 
protection. Hunters and trappers are free to kill as many coyotes as they 
like in any season.
This has led to high-profile contests, such as one that was run by a gun 
store in Los Lunas. After collecting an entry fee of  $50, the store offered 
prizes of  AR-15 rifles to the two-member team that killed the most 
coyotes.

Steinborn’s bill would ban coyote killing contests conducted for prizes or 
entertainment. He sees them as bad for the state in many ways.
Aside from the embarrassment of  galoots wantonly slaughtering coyotes, 
Steinborn worries about the contests undermining the natural order. 
Wildlife biologists who support his bill have testified that the killing 
contests could actually increase coyote breeding by disrupting the social 
order of  packs.
Critics of  the bill say a law to stop the contests would be difficult or 
impossible to enforce.
Others say the term “killing contests” has inflamed people over a 
practice used as a legitimate means to protect livestock.
Sen. Ron Griggs, R-Alamogordo, said he had only been aware of  
“calling contests” in which ranchers organize a group of  hunters to save 
their livestock and even their pets from predatory coyotes.
Plenty of  other people like Steinborn’s bill.
A farmer testified for it during its first hearing, saying coyotes keep in 
check a gopher population that otherwise would mow down crops.
Steinborn, 48, doesn’t spend all his time writing bills about wildlife.
He led the way on legislation for a 470-mile Rio Grande Trail to 
capitalize on the state’s scenic wonders. One day he hopes it will be 
almost as much of  an attraction as the Appalachian Trail.
Steinborn also has been a relentless critic of  the state’s disclosure laws 
on lobbying. He says they need sunshine, and has introduced a variety of  
bills to provide it.
He also has tried to reform the system in which governors have 
unilateral power to select university regents. Cronies and campaign 
donors can make for inept university leadership, but they often get these 
plum positions.
Steinborn this session has proposed a constitutional amendment that 
would codify nominating committees to choose regent nominees. He 
says better talent can be found this way.
For now, though, wildlife is the order of  the day.
In a state that reveres its Lobos, Steinborn will stick up for their 
disheveled cousin — the coyotes that become prey in contests.

Ringside Seat is an opinion column about people, politics and news. 
Contact Milan Simonich at msimonich@sfnewmexican.com.

In Lobo land, a senator sticks up for coyotes
By Milan Simonich | msimonich@sfnewmexican.com  Feb 24, 2019



ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS Make Everyday Earth Day!

THE ENDANGERED 
Endangered Species Act

Fiji has recently announced it will continue its ban on the harvesting and sale of sea turtle 
parts. The ban, which expired at the beginning of the year after a 10-year moratorium, will 
continue in order to prevent the sale, possession, or transportation of turtles. 
Over the last hundred years, we’ve seen sea turtle populations drop drastically. Turtle meat, 
eggs, and skin are sold around the world, and sadly many people would rather see their 
vibrantly colored shells decorating their homes than on the turtles’ backs. Entire species of 
sea turtles have lost sufficient breeding numbers, therefore eliminating the hope that we 
may someday achieve their proper genetic diversity in the wild. A time where these fantastic 
animals can only be seen in aquariums is rapidly approaching.
The continuation of the ban in Fiji is significant since Fiji is home to at least three species of 
turtles listed internationally as vulnerable: the Leatherback, the Green Sea Turtle, and the 
Loggerhead. If the growth of the sea turtle is to be successful, Fiji must be a focal point. 
The efforts of Fiji are an encouraging sight to see for many different reasons. One aspect that 
stands out, especially to those who are fighting for wolf reintroduction, is the way the citizens 
of Fiji have responded. With many other protections of endangered species, the success of 
the species relies in large part on the attitudes and commitment of the local communities. 
Just because an endangered species is legally protected and breaches carry hefty fines, many 
locals continue their actions, and since the punishment for breaches are more than likely 
waived, it sets a dangerous precedent. However, the Fisheries Minister Semi Koroilavesau 
happily reports that since the ban on sea turtle trade came into effect in January, there have 

been no breaches of the ban thus far.  He believes that the locals have come to realize the 
importance of sea turtles and are committed to the efforts to protect them.
But as we celebrate one victory for the sea turtle, another danger looms. When discussing the 
survival of sea turtles, it is pertinent to include just how important the Endangered Species 
Act protections are for a species like the sea turtle. True, the ESA protections are essential for 
all endangered species, but its impact on the sea turtle especially cannot be ignored. 
A recent study published on January 15 in the scientific journal PLOS One analyzed the 
success of ESA protections for endangered marine species. The studied populations included 
eight populations of five sea turtle species. Of these eight endangered populations, six 
significantly increased after ESA listing, and none declined. Overall, the studied populations 
of sea turtles increased by almost 1000% since the protections were added, an incredible 
growth unmatched by any other endangered species.  
Understanding just how important the ESA is to our wildlife is now more important than ever, 
as our current administration fights to roll back protections the ESA provides and make it 
easier to delist endangered species, including the grey wolf. 
“Conservation measures triggered by the Endangered Species Act include habitat 
protections, science-based management measures to reduce key threats and safeguard the 
species, and recovery planning,” the researchers explained in a press release. “The Act has 
required devices that allow sea turtles to escape from fishing nets, protected whales from 
approaching vessels, and reduced disorienting lighting from sea turtles nesting beaches. 

International conservation efforts have also promoted population recovery.”
One of the researchers, coincidentally named Shaye Wolf, added “The Endangered 
Species Act not only saved whales, sea turtles, sea otters, and manatees from extinction, 
it dramatically increased their population numbers, putting them solidly on the road to full 
recovery. We should celebrate the Act’s track record of reducing harms from water pollution, 
overfishing, beach habitat destruction, and killing.”
So what impact would rolling back the ESA have on our wildlife? Take into consideration 
that of the species in the PLOS One study that saw significant growth since being added to 
the ESA, which remarkably was 78% of the studied species, every one of them were species 
protected for at least two decades. There are no magic pills, quick fixes, or easy solutions to 
bringing endangered species back from the brink of extinction. Only long-term conservation 
efforts have the ability to do so. 
Our House and Senate are currently discussing the national delisting of gray wolves from 
the Endangered Species List. This action would reverse the incredible progress that gray 
wolves have made under the ESA over the past few decades. If you oppose such a bill moving 
forward, visit https://nywolf.org/support-us/take-action to urge our government leaders to 
reject any bill with a rider that would undermine the ESA, removing protections benefiting 
wolves and sea turtles alike. 

– Written by Matthew Ellis, CWWC Staff

https://nywolf.org/support-us/take-action


TCRAS
Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

tcrascolorado.com · 719.686.7707

SLVAWS
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society

slvaws.org · 719.587.woof (9663)Adoptioncorner
SLVAWS 

ADOPTION FAIR 
Every Saturday 10am-4pm 

at the Petco in Colorado Springs 
5020 N. Nevada 

ROSIE
14 y 9 m  ·  Female/Spayed  ·  Brown Domestic Shorthair/Mix

I’m a sweet ol’ girl named Rosie looking for a new place to call my home. I have grown up with my friend Muffin 
so it would be really nice if we could go to a home together. I’m laid back and very affectionate. I like to quietly 

sit in the window and watch what is happening outside. I also have very soft fur and beautiful green eyes. 

BABY DOLL
8 y 4 m  ·  Female/Spayed
White/Black Terrier, 
American Pit Bull/Mix

Baby Doll is a mellow 
sweet girl with a big heart! 
She especially enjoys 
pets and playing with all 
of her doggie toys. She 
walks gently on a leash and 
enjoys short outings.

$30 
THURSDAY

Every Thursday, 
cats 6 months and older 

are just $30.
All cats are spayed or neutered, 
micro-chipped and up to date 

on their vaccinations. Sadie is a dream dog.  She loves children.  
Very mellow and loves attention. About 2 years 
old, spayed, microchipped about 55 pounds.  
We have had her a year. Although she came in 
with another female dog, she doesn’t appear to 
be good with other dogs and would be best as 
an only dog.

Dahlia (“Dallie”) is a 5 year old blue heeler 
who had 4 litters of puppies while with the owner.  
She is spayed, microchipped, and about 55 pounds.  
An affectionate sweetheart. She gets along with 
other dogs. She lost her girlish figure after the last 
litter of puppies.
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