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RestonReston Robert Simon overlooks Washington Plaza at Lake
Anne, where Reston’s opening ceremony was held
in 1965. Simon died Monday, Sept. 21, 2015 at
home at Lake Anne in Reston. He was 101.
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Robert E. Simon

1914~20151914: Robert E. Simon Jr. Born 1922: Robert E.
Simon Jr.’s Grand Tour of Europe, School in
Paris

1925: Robert Simon Jr.’s Father Purchases
Carnegie Hall from Louise Carnegie

1931: Robert E. Simon Jr. Graduates from
Horace Mann

1935: Robert E. Simon Jr. Graduates from
Harvard

1935: Father, Robert E. Simon Sr. Dies 1942:
Robert E. Simon Jr. Enlists in the U.S. Army

1946: Robert E. Simon Jr. Leaves U.S. Army as a
Captain

101 Years of Robert E. Simon Jr.
1960: Robert E. Simon Jr. Sells Carnegie Hall to

New York City for $5 million
1960: Robert E. Simon Jr. signs contract to

purchase 6,750 acres of farmland and woods
located between DC and the airport under
construction (to be named Dulles)

1962: Fairfax County Board of Supervisors adopts
Residential Planned Community Ordinance
(RPC)

1964: Singer Electronics Laboratory and Air Survey
Corporation open for business. First residents
move in.

1964: Carnegie Hall Declared a National Historic
Landmark

1966: Official dedication of Reston with
presentations by Poet Laureate Steven Spender
and NYC Parks Commissioner August Hecksher,
interior Secretary Stuart Udall and
representatives of 37 countries with “New
Towns”

1967: Reston’s population grows to 2,500, but far
short of projections. New financing from Gulf
Oil resulted in Simon being forced out of the
project, and he returned to New York.

1993: Robert E. Simon Jr. returns to Reston and
move into condo on 13th floor of Heron House

1998: Robert E. Simon Jr. meets Cheryl Terio, his
fourth wife

2002: Reston designated a National Planning
Landmark

2004: The first Founder’s Day was celebrated on
April 17, 2004, on Reston’s 40th Anniversary.

2015: Robert E. Simon Jr. dies at his home at
Lake Anne in Reston on Sept. 21, 2015.

SOURCES: Robert E. Simon Jr.; Reston Museum
Biography of Robert E. Simon Jr.; George
Mason University Libraries; Reston Connection
Archives.

News
Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or reston@connectionnewspapers.com

By Ken Moore

The Connection

P
aul Hartke invited Bob Simon on
his pontoon boat on Lake
Audubon when Simon was in his
90s. “He stood on the back of the

pontoon boat and we revved the motor and
he beamed, ‘This makes you feel like a kid.’
That’s what kept him going I think.”

“It was fun to see him around all the time.
He’s been the guy who’s always symbolized
what everybody likes about Reston,” said
Hartke.

“I wanted to talk to somebody about him
today, because I wanted to say what a good
guy he was,” he said.

“I think we lost one of the true giants to-
day,” said John Lovaas. “He was the only
person that I met personally in my life who
was a true visionary of gigantic proportion.
He could look at something and see what it
really might be in 25 years.”

“We sure did lose a wonderful, wonder-
ful person to Fairfax County,” said Sharon
Bulova, chairman of the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors. “He has been a real
visionary. But more than that, he has been
the heart and soul of Reston and has been
so much fun.

“I really enjoyed spending time with him.
He lights up whole events,” she said.

Sridhar Ganesan, president of Reston Citi-
zens Association, enjoyed Simon’s daily
presence in Reston.

“It was fantastic to see the founder of
Reston setting an example as an active
member of the community. We were lucky
to have Bob around, run into him on his
walks or have other opportunities to inter-
act with him. Reston will miss his guiding
hand voice and hand,” Ganesan said.

“He was a good friend and liked every-
one. We at Cornerstones feel blessed to have
worked with him,” said Kerrie Wilson, of
Cornerstones.

“Everyone is going to benefit from the
legacy he leaves. … He has been an inspi-

ration to all of us for so long.”
“Of course, it’s with sadness, but we also

all say, ‘Thank you.’ Thank you for having a
Bob Simon,” said Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins.

“He gave all he had to our community,”
she said, “and showed what a model com-
munity can be. He built Reston, he came
back, and he continued to give.”

ROBERT E. SIMON died Monday, Sept.

21, 2015 at home at Lake Anne in Reston.
He was 101.

Simon grew up in New York, where his
father ran a real estate business whose hold-
ings included Carnegie Hall. Also among
Robert Simon Sr.’s holdings was part of
Radburn, N.J., America’s first Garden City
that was founded in 1929.

When his father died in 1935, Simon was
21 and had just graduated from Harvard.
Within a couple years, he was running the

family real estate business.
Part of his responsibilities involved run-

ning Carnegie Hall. Most of Simon’s co-
workers lived nearby in Manhattan, while
Simon commuted by train from Syosset, a
suburb in Long Island. His long commute
and other suburban experiences translated
directly into his vision for Reston of work-
ing, playing and living in the same area.

Simon also saw the value of convenient,
local recreation and shopping centers at this
time in his life. During this period, Simon
also developed his appreciation for the
value of housing opportunities for all in-
come levels, not just the very wealthy.

In 1961, Simon purchased a 6,750-acre
parcel of land in Northern Virginia, located
18 miles from D.C. Simon inspected the
land and instantly fell in love, even though
at the time it was in the middle of nowhere.
Fairfax County was then the fastest grow-
ing county in the country and nearby Dulles
International Airport was being built.

Simon decided to develop Reston into a
New Town, a large-scaled development that
includes all functions of a well-rounded
community — residential, commercial, in-
dustrial, cultural, recreational and civic. The
team first developed Lake Anne and the
more traditional Hunters Woods simulta-
neously. The first families started moving
into their homes in November 1964.

In the fall of 1967, Reston’s population
had grown to 2,500, though it had fallen
short of projections. The development
group headed by Simon made an agreement
with Gulf Oil to get loans of millions of dol-
lars to cover some of the debts Reston was
quickly accruing. But the new managers
forced Simon out.

“What happened was we were going full
blast and running out of money,” Simon said
in an interview with the Connection on the
occasion of his 100th birthday.

“They said, ‘you’ll have to leave,’ and he
said, ‘no, you’ll have to fire me,’” said
Simon’s stepdaughter and Reston Museum
board member Lynn Lilienthal.

At the time, Reston was one of the only
places in Virginia where housing was not
segregated.

Simon left Reston and moved back to New
York, but returned to Reston in 1993.

Reston founder’s
legacy remains
immortal.

Robert E. Simon, 101, Reston Founder, Dies

See Simon’s Legacy,  Page 4
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Robert E. Simon

1914~2015

Leila Gordon, executive director,
Reston Community Center:

Reston Community Center’s Board,
staff, volunteers – all of us – felt that Bob
was a part of our working family. He
spent many happy and productive hours
in our company, working on projects and
initiatives and enjoying the many pro-
grams, activities and events that RCC
offered. We owe him a special debt be-
cause as our landlord at RCC Lake Anne,
Bob took care to build into our special
lease an option to buy the facility in the
future for $1. He was thinking of how to

“build community” his whole life.
I loved Bob for his intellect, vision, pas-

sion and kindness. I personally will miss
his ever-ready wit and his delight in the
company of others with great food,
champagne, a chilled martini and wide-
ranging conversation. I am so glad he is
part of Reston’s name because Reston
means so much to all of us and to our
nation. That “R-E-S” will last for genera-
tions upon generations. Although we
mourn his passing, like everyone, I re-
joice in having had the pleasure of his
company and the joy of his friendship.

We Owe Him a Special Debt

Events
1960—Signing of contract to purchase
1750 acres of farmland and woods located
between D.C. and the airport under con-
struction (to be named Dulles)

1962—Adoption by Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors of Residential Planned
Community Ordinance (RPC)

1964—Singer Electronics Laboratory
and Air Survey Corporation open for busi-
ness. First residents move in.

1966—Official dedication with presen-
tations by Poet Laureate Steven Spender
and NYC Parks Commissioner August
Hecksher; Interior Secretary Stuart Udall

and representatives of 37 countries with
“New Towns”

1997—I return to Reston and move into
condo on 13th floor of Heron House

1998—I meet Cheryl Terio
2009—Dedication of Nature House at

Nature Center
2010—Asian Festival at Brown’s Chapel

Places
❖ My bed in 1301——I love to sleep and

nap
❖ Lake Anne Plaza (officially designated

Washington Plaza)——Modeled after pla-
zas throughout the rest of the world as the
social glue of communities

❖ Jasmine and Montmartre restaurants
on Lake Anne Plaza——good food, reason-
able prices

❖ Pathways going all around Lake Anne—
—beautiful views, lovely gardens

❖ Fountain Square in Town Center——a
true gathering place with its pavilion for
skating in winter and events the rest of the
year; restaurants and shops

First published in Reston Connection in 2010.

Bob Simon’s Best of Reston
Reston founder on his
favorite events and
places in Reston.

Connection File Photo

Robert Simon overlooks Washington Plaza at Lake Anne, where Reston’s
opening ceremony was held in 1965.

❖ Nature Center—70 acres of natural
beauty and its Nature House for permanent
exhibits and frequent classes

❖ CenterStage at Reston Community Cen-

ter, Hunters Woods——a fully equipped
stage with orchestra pit, seating 300 and
offering a full schedule of concerts, plays
and events

NOW HIS LEGACY starts.
“We don’t expect this even though he’s

101. We see him in public, we see him talk-
ing. You expect him to go on forever,” said
Ganesan, of the Reston Citizens Association.

Joseph Letteri, a junior at South Lakes,
said Simon just a couple of months ago
“opened his house and took time to meet
with me” for Letteri’s leadership project for
high school.

“I am so honored to have met a visionary
like Mr. Simon. I learned a lot,” he wrote
The Connection.

Hartke recalled the Nature Fun Run ear-
lier this year, when Simon was the one to
call the beginning of the race. “Before he

said, “Ready, Set, Go,” said Hartke, “he said,
‘It’s so nice to see so many children run-
ning here today rather than moving their
thumbs on a cell phone.”

“Bob Simon created Reston in pursuit of
a far-sighted vision of what a community
should be like, a community that is inclu-
sive for people of all ages, backgrounds and
income levels, a place where people work,
live and enjoy their leisure time to the full-
est within the same community,” said
Ganesan. “My family and 65,000 others to-
day are the beneficiaries of Bob Simon’s
vision to establish Reston.”

MANY OTHERS have made statements
about the importance of Bob Simon.

U.S. Rep. Gerald Connolly wrote, “I was

From Page 3

Simon’s Legacy

extremely saddened to learn of the loss of
our beloved Bob Simon. To the end of his
101 years, he was a grand man of extraor-
dinary vision, heart, and charm. Most
people know Bob as the founder of Reston,
but his insistence on making Reston the first
racially integrated housing development in
Virginia also made him a civil rights pio-
neer. He was an environmentalist before the
term was invented, a patron of the arts, and
passionate advocate for social justice. The
Northern Virginia region owes much of its
character and success to Bob. I feel this loss
sharply and shall miss his dedication, his
laugh and his friendship. A local giant is
gone from our midst.”

“Bob Simon was not only the founder of
Reston, he was the person who conceived
and helped implement the way Reston was
and continues to be governed,” said Reston
Association CEO, Cate Fulkerson. “He
placed his trust in the association and resi-
dents to protect the founding principles –
principles which have led to Reston setting

the standard for all planned communities.
Bob Simon will be dearly missed, but his
work and vision will continue on through
the efforts of the association, its members
and volunteers.”

“Bob was a man ahead of his time,” said
Reston Association Board president, Ellen
Graves. “His wisdom throughout the years
is what still guides us today. His passion for
this community was evident in everything
he did, whether in advising the board or in
just having a friendly conversation with a
neighbor at Lake Anne.”

Simon and his family have asked that in
lieu of flowers, donations be sent to Cor-
nerstones.

“As you might imagine, we were very
humbled by it,” said Kerrie Wilson, who
tried to choke back her grief.

“Here, we loved how we would light up
when he talked and had the opportunity to
be with the kids from our programs.

“He was such a good friend and mentor,”
said Wilson.

Eva Desrosiers had
the best seat in the
house in front of
Lake Anne next to
Bob Simon, the
bronze version,
with her daughter
Michelle and
granddog Rusty,
during the
Founder’s Day
celebration in April
this year.

Photo by Ken Moore/

The Connection
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Robert E. Simon

1914~2015

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

I
 don’t know why I was surprised at
Bob Simon’s passing. After all, he was
101 years old. Few people reach that
age, and fewer still live beyond it. Yet

Bob was such a prominent figure in his
namesake community that unconsciously
those of us who were surprised by his death
may have thought he would always be
there. His passing was so noteworthy that
it received coverage in all the major news
outlets.

He will be greatly missed by those who
knew him and by those whose life was
touched by him: by the little children who
huddled around the pedicab when he was
brought to the Founder’s Day Program or
to the Bike-to-School program at Lake Anne
Elementary; by the children at a daycare
center named for him; by residents and visi-
tors alike as he ambled around Lake Anne;
by everyone who saw him in the annual
Holiday Parade at Town Center; and by
politicians at all levels of government with
whom he shared the podium at numerous
public events in his town and who witnessed
his popularity and couldn’t help but be a
bit envious.

Surprise and sadness at the passing of Bob
Simon are quickly replaced by overwhelm-
ing joy at having known him. Few times in
life do we get to know a visionary: a person
who can see beyond the immediate to a
better society. That sizable chunk of Virginia
countryside in which Bob Simon invested
in the 1960s could have easily been turned
into a subdivision for quick profit, but for
Bob and his vision it represented an oppor-
tunity to create a better place for people
where they could live, work and play.

Better than anyone I know, Bob Simon
knew and appreciated community. His plan
for Reston did not start with designing a
government structure. Some land use laws
had to be changed to accommodate his plan,
but the governance of that place he named
Reston was left to the community. While
there have been healthy debates about is-
sues over the years, there has been a recog-
nition that local neighborhood citizen orga-
nizations and nonprofits formed by the resi-
dents could resolve those issues without the
need for another layer of government or
partisan involvement. While it is difficult to
discern the elements that create the sense
of community in Reston, it is undeniable that
it is there and that it was nurtured by its
founder Bob Simon. The basic principles he

outlined in the beginning for his new town
give us the best insight into what he envi-
sioned. The most radical notion at the time
and place of Reston’s founding that people
of all races could live together in harmony
has become a societal norm.

Robert E. Simon, Jr, our immediate sur-
prise and sadness at your passing have
quickly turned to joy at having known
you.Rest in peace inspirational leader, wise
counselor and good friend; you made a
wonderful difference for all!

Robert E. Simon, Jr.
Del. Ken Plum
welcoming
Bob Simon to
the General
Assembly in
2014 when he
was recog-
nized with a
resolution.

Photo contributed

By Mirza Kurspahic

The Connection

1. When you were little, what did you
want to grow up to be?

I was between following my father into
real estate and for some reason, rather, I
thought I might want to be a psychia-
trist. The idea was to help people do bet-
ter to overcome things that hit them that
they didn’t have any control over.

2. Did you have a role model growing up?
My father. He was an office boy at a

real estate company and at 21 he made
partner. He obviously showed some tal-
ent fairly early.

3. What do you collect?
I’m not a collector. I don’t need pos-

session of things to make me happy.

4. What do you have in your pockets?
Keys, credit cards, cash, handkerchief

and glasses.

5. Who is your favorite author?
Probably [Charles] Dickens.

6. What book should everyone read?
The Bible, the King James version. It

is a combination of history and our lan-
guage. It’s a part of our culture. I am an
atheist if that’s of interest.

7. What is your favorite Broadway show?
“Guys and Dolls,” Frank Lesser. His lyrics

are great.

8. What is your favorite drink?
Martini. Big olives, straight up.

9. What is your favorite food?
If I was stuck on a desert island and I had

to choose four things to eat and drink, I
would choose milk, bananas, peanut butter
and smoked salmon. I love peanut butter.

10. What is your favorite sport?
Tennis.

11. What was your favorite speaking en-
gagement?

High school graduation at South Lakes,
some seven, eight, nine years ago. I told the
kids if they didn’t like what they were get-
ting, they should drop out.

12. What is your favorite vacation destination?
Europe. It has wonderful history, archi-

tecture and the people know how to live
much better than we do. They have plazas

all over the place. They have humor in their
communities and many parks.

13. Name three things that annoy you.
Bureaucracy, hypocrisy and that we’re

scared of sex and scared of the human body.

14. Is there anything you haven’t done yet
that is on your ‘To do’ list?

Certain travel and writing a book on edu-
cation.

15. What is Reston’s hidden treasure?
Lake Anne

16. Is Reston diverging from the vision you
had for it in the 1960s?

The pluses are 50 miles of trails and 26
underpasses, which probably rates in the
Guinness Book of Records. The respect for
the open spaces has been very good. The
negatives are that the town center was a
476-acre piece of ground from Target to
Home Depot. They destroyed town center
by selling 50 acres to the county. Town cen-
ter will never work as a whole because of
super highways that run by it. This is not to
be misunderstood, I take great pleasure in
what’s now called town center, the area
around the pavilion. It’s a great gathering
place, it’s a wonderful place.

There is only one village center, the oth-
ers are shopping centers. I am hoping over
the long haul these shopping centers will
become village centers. We put a lot of
stress in architecture [in the 1960s]. All
around Lake Anne there are little bits of
fantasy — the fountain and the pyramid.

17. Who in Reston would you ask these
20 questions?

My wife.

18. Where is a good opportunity to build
the next Reston?

China. They will have an awful lot of
building.

19. What is something that people would
be surprised to learn about you?

I rode a steer in a rodeo. I was 19 years
old, in Snowflake, Arizona, and they asked
for a volunteer to do it, and I was dumb
enough to volunteer. I didn’t follow the
rules, and the ride lasted 10 seconds.

20. As a 93-year-old, what would you say
is important in life?

Happiness. Pursuit of happiness is
what the Founding Fathers said we
should have and we have lost track of
that in this society.

Reston Connection, April 18, 2007: 20 questions not often asked of Reston’s founder.

What Some May Not Know About Bob Simon
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Opinion

By Gerald E. Connolly

U.S. Rep. (D-11)

N
o one can say Bob Simon didn’t
lead a full life, but that fact
doesn’t make his loss any easier.
To the end of his 101 years, he

was a grand man of extraordinary vision, heart,
compassion, humor and charm.

Last year my office embarked on a project to
celebrate the Civil Rights Movement by cap-
turing the histories, memories and stories of
those who fought for equality. Our goal was to
make sure we allowed these brave voices to
share their accounts, firsthand, and preserve
them for future generations. Today, that archive
is available at http://ethnography.gmu.edu/
collections/the-northern-virginia-civil-rights-
archive.

I was fortunate to bring Bob into this project
and sit down with him for a few hours to hear
his civil rights story. Most of us know Bob as
the founder of Reston, but it is his legacy as a
civil rights icon and its lasting impact on our
community, that I will forever hold in my heart.
You see, Bob hated discrimination and bigotry

because he experienced anti-Semitism first-
hand as a young man. That experience forged
in him a passion – a quiet passion – to build a
small corner of the world where equality would
be a reality.

Bob’s insistence on making Reston the first
racially-integrated housing development in
Virginia made him a civil rights pioneer. It was
not the popular thing to do, and he lost criti-
cal investment opportunities because of this
decision. But to Bob, it was not a matter of
doing the easy thing, or the popular thing. It
was about doing the right thing. He had great
clarity that to realize his vision of Reston there
could be no racial barriers. To fulfill Reston’s
goals we had to be inclusive and welcoming.

Throughout his long life, Bob’s moral com-
pass remained true. He was an environmen-
talist before the term was invented, a patron
of the arts, and passionate advocate for social
justice. Northern Virginia owes much of its
character and success to Bob. I feel this loss
sharply and shall miss his dedication, his laugh
and his friendship. A local giant is gone from
our midst. But his spirit and legacy will remain
in Reston and beyond.

“A local giant is gone from our midst. But his spirit
and legacy will remain in Reston and beyond.”

Remembering Reston’s Civil Rights Icon

Connection File Photo

Congressman Gerald E. Connolly:
“Bob’s insistence on making Reston
the first racially-integrated housing
development in Virginia made him a
civil rights pioneer.”
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Reston

By John Lovaas

Reston Impact Producer/Host

W
e retired from foreign
service life with the
U.S. Agency for Inter-

national Development in 1994 and
came back to our home in Reston
to stay. While we had lived in
Reston during a couple of tours in
Washington, we had never put
down actual roots in the commu-
nity before. But, I was fortunate. I
met Priscilla Ames, who was al-
ready a Reston legend. Well into
retirement herself, Priscilla was a
fixture at Lake Anne and was con-
cerned about the future of Reston’s
first (and last) real Reston village
center. One day, Priscilla asked me
if I would be interested in team-
ing up with Founder Robert Simon
to run for the Reston Association’s
Board of Directors. At that point, I
had not even met Bob who had re-
cently returned from his long ex-
ile in New York. She introduced us;
we ran for the Board as a mini-
slate, and we won.

Bob’s priorities were to energize
RA, and get the Association to do
some serious community building.
At Lake Anne Plaza, retail was in
a downward spiral, with scant traf-
fic in the spring and summer, none
in the winter months. Bob was
anxious to breathe new life into

The market opened Spring 1998
with just 12 farmer-vendors. Bob
Simon and Delegate Ken Plum
were the featured speakers at a
joyous opening day that I’ll never
forget. The Reston Farmers Mar-
ket was an instant success, thanks
in no small measure to Bob’s per-
sonal promotion efforts, in addi-
tion to being a regular customer
Saturday mornings. He and Cheryl
shopped at the Market nearly ev-
ery Saturday right up to the end
of his life. The last time we saw
Bob at the Market, just a few
weeks ago, he was perched on the
seat of his Swedish walker in front
of Arnest’s Seafood, happily eat-
ing oysters and clams out of the
shell.

Many years later, Bob would fi-
nally achieve his longtime goal of
getting plans approved for revital-
izing his beloved Lake Anne. After
years of shepherding a new mas-
ter plan for Lake Anne through
Fairfax County’s approval pro-
cesses so that development could
proceed, he played a leading role
in identifying the developer with
a grand plan to make his vision a
reality. Ground may be broken for
the project late this year. Sadly,
Bob will not be with us physically
for the big day, but you can bet he
will be there.

R.e.s.ton Will Not be the Same

the Plaza which he now called
home. I had never met anyone like
Bob. He was a true visionary, able
to look at a place and imagine
what it could become in 20 years.
And he had a new idea every
minute.

One evening we got lucky. A
group calling themselves the
Friends of TOMATO (The Organic
Market At Tall Oaks) led by Debbie
Shprentz came to the RA Board
meeting and asked for RA support
to start a farmers market. TO-

MATO wanted the market at Tall
Oaks, but the grocery store anchor
at the time, Giant Food, would not
allow it. So, Debbie explained that
the Fairfax County Park Authority
agreed to locate it at struggling
Lake Anne Village Center, if TO-
MATO could get support from the
RA Board. Bob and I thought it
sounded like a great idea. At Bob’s
urging, the Board agreed to pro-
vide modest funding for start-up
publicity and I raised my hand to
be the volunteer Market Master.

Photo contributed

The last time we saw Bob at the Market, just a few weeks
ago, he was perched on the seat of his Swedish walker in
front of Arnest’s Seafood, happily eating oysters and
clams out of the shell.

Independent

Progressive
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1966

1968
1986

2004

2007: Bob Simon with a bust of his
father at Carnegie Hall. Simon sold
Carnegie Hall, using the money to
buy the land that would become
Reston.

2011: Mary and David Supley
Foxworth of the ‘Mallow Drama’
bakery watch Bob Simon cut his
birthday cake at the celebration of
his 97th birthday.

2011

2009: The honored couple, Cheryl
Terio Simon and Robert E. Simon
Jr., Reston’s founder, watch the
Reston Community Orchestra’s
Brass Quintet.

2009: Bob Simon, who had
just turned 95, toasts the
people of Reston, the town
he founded 45 years ago.

2008: Chuck Veatch leads the
community in singing “Happy
Birthday” to founder Bob Simon.

2008: Reston founder Bob Simon and resident Lee Rau listen as Jennifer
Lapple conducts the Flute Force during its performance on Founder’s Day.

Photo by Alex McVeigh/The Connection

2012: Reston residents sing “Happy Birthday” to Reston founder Robert
Simon on the occasion of his 98th birthday.

Photo by Alex McVeigh/The Connection

2012: Robert Simon cuts the birth-
day cake at the annual Founder’s
Day celebration at Lake Anne
Saturday, April 14, on the occasion
of his 98th birthday.

2013: Reston founder Robert Simon
gets a 99th-birthday hug from
Beverly Cosham during the
Founder’s Day celebration Satur-
day, April 13, 2013 at Lake Anne.

Robert E. Simon Jr. Dead at 101

Connection file photos and

contributed photos

Robert E. Simon Jr., was born in
New York City in 1914. After
graduating from Harvard,
Simon took over the family real
estate management and devel-
opment business. In 1961, with
the proceeds from the sale of a
family property, Carnegie Hall,
Simon purchased 6,750 acres of
land in Fairfax County which
would become Reston. Simon
died at home in Reston on
Monday, Sept. 21, 2015 at the
age of 101.

1914: Robert E. Simon Jr. Born
1922: Robert E. Simon Jr.’s Grand Tour of
Europe, School in Paris
1925: Robert Simon Jr.’s Father Purchases
Carnegie Hall from Louise Carnegie
1931: Robert E. Simon Jr. Graduates from
Horace Mann
1935: Robert E. Simon Jr. Graduates from
Harvard
1935: Father, Robert E. Simon Sr. Dies
1942: Robert E. Simon Jr. Enlists in the U.S.
Army
1946: Robert E. Simon Jr. Leaves U.S. Army
as a Captain
1960: Robert E. Simon Jr. Sells Carnegie
Hall to New York City for $5 million
1960: Robert E. Simon Jr. signs contract to
purchase 6,750 acres of farmland and woods
located between DC and the airport under
construction (to be named Dulles)
1962: Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
adopts Residential Planned Community Or-
dinance (RPC)
1964: Singer Electronics Laboratory and Air
Survey Corporation open for business. First
residents move in.
1964: Carnegie Hall Declared a National
Historic Landmark
1966: Official dedication of Reston with
presentations by Poet Laureate Steven

TIMELINE: 101 Years of Robert E. Simon Jr.
Spender and NYC Parks Commissioner Au-
gust Hecksher, interior Secretary Stuart
Udall and representatives of 37 countries
with “New Towns”
1967: Reston’s population grows to 2,500
but far short of projections. New financing
from Gulf Oil resulted in Simon being forced
out of the project, and he returns to New
York.
1993: Robert E. Simon Jr. returns to Reston
and move into condo on 13th floor of Heron
House
1998: Robert E. Simon Jr. meets Cheryl
Terio, his wife
2002: Reston designated a National Plan-
ning Landmark
2004: The first Founder’s Day was cel-
ebrated on April 17, 2004, on Reston’s 40th
Anniversary
2015: Robert E. Simon Jr. dies at his home
at Lake Anne in Reston on Sept. 21, 2015

SOURCES: Robert E. Simon Jr.; Reston Museum
Biography of Robert E. Simon Jr.; George Mason
University Libraries; Reston Connection Archives.

Obituary

2014: Robert Simon smiles while
holding the U.S. President’s procla-
mation honoring him for his 100th
birthday.

Photo by Alex McVeigh/The Connection

2013: Reston founder Robert Simon
blows out his birthday candle as
the crowd sings “Happy Birthday”
at Lake Anne Saturday, April 13,
2013 on Simon’s 99th birthday.

2015: Bob Simon cuts the cake
celebrating his 101st birthday on
April 11, 2015.

“Everyone is going to

benefit from the legacy

he leaves. He has been

an inspiration to all of

us for so long.”
— Kerrie Wilson

Cornerstones


