
DRAFT 

Meeting of Oxborough Electors 10 April 2019 

Held at Oxborough Village Hall 

Starting at 7.30 pm 

It was pointed out at the meeting any decision made carried no weight in law, 
but was useful for determining people’s wants and needs.  

Present: Hilary Gay (Chairing the meeting), Graham Allison, Janet Cooper, 
Mike Cooper, Mike Craig (minute taker), Anita Cutler, Geoff Cutler, Paul 
Gilluley, Jim Hitches, David Hotchkin, Andrew Leclercq, Jackie Palmer-Hibbert, 
Bar Pritchard, John Voaden, Dave Watkins, Frankie Watkins, Mike Wood. 

1. Apologies  

Received from Mike Nairn District Councillor and Fabien Eagle County 
Councillor  

2. Minutes of 2018 Meeting  

There were no issues on the minutes. Hilary Gay asked that those people 
who attended last year’s meeting to vote on accepting them as a true record. 

The Minutes were agreed as set out  

3. Update on Issues from 2018 meeting 

3.1 Parking 

The matter of parking in the village was referred to Highways as requested 
by the meeting. There had been no response from Highways to help resolve 
the problems. Following discussion it was considered that Highways should 
be approached in relation to the area around the bus shelter. This was of 
particular concern as this area was being used when the mobile post office 
service attended as well as extra parking for the pub users. To resolve the 
problem of churning up the grassed area, particularly in wet weather, the 
verge could be reinforced. The cost was a specific factor that needed to be 
assessed. The following was proposed by Hilary Gay and seconded by Mike 
Wood: 

The meeting request the Parish Council to approach Highways to 
investigate the reinforcement of the surface around the bus shelter 
and ascertain the cost of the work required. The proposal was agreed 
by 15 votes to 1 and 1 abstention. 

The question of the Parish Council approaching the pub owners regarding 
the parking problem was considered by the Parish Council and decided it 
not worthwhile pursuing. 

3.2 Speedwatch 



There was a long debate on the SAM2 sign being moved to Foulden Road. 
A new pole had been suggested but this would require costs to be incurred, 
although funding may be found from Councillor Eagle’s Highways Fund. 
There was also a potential problem with the trees overhanging onto the 
highway that cause an obstruction. It was considered that the use of the 
existing pole be examined. Although a proper survey had not been carried 
out it appeared that the number of cars using Foulden Road was limited. 
However it was considered that some cars travelled very fast coming from 
the 60 mph area, particularly turning left by the church and the SAM2 sign 
would be of benefit at this location. It was explained that the SAM2 sign was 
used in 3 locations that were supported by Highways. The meeting 
considered this should be a fourth area. The meeting was concerned that 
since last year’s meeting that the Parish Council had made no progress on 
the matter. The following was put to the meeting: 

The meeting request the Parish Council to re-examine the use of SAM2 
sign on Foulden Road. This was agreed by 15 votes to 1 there was 1 
abstention. 

Noted that the Parish council had purchased 30 mph stickers for villagers’ 
wheelie bins. 

4. Further Topics raised by residents of Oxborough Parish 

4.1 Safety Issue by Corner of Village Green 

Jim Hitches raised the problem of safety for pedestrians when leaving the 
village green where Swaffham Road meets Eastmoor Road. The grass 
grows very high and can obscure the view particularly when cars are turning 
left at this corner. The following was proposed by Hilary Gay and seconded 
by Jim Hitches: 

The meeting request the Parish Council to consider, in the interests of 
the safety of pedestrians when leaving the village green, the grass to 
be regularly cut on the corner of the Swaffham Road (opposite 
Eastmoor Road) and examine the possible erection of posts on the 
corner. This was agreed by 13 votes to 2 with 2 absentions. 

4.2 Hewars Charities for Oxborough Residents 

Mike Cooper asked what is happening with the Hewars Charities that were 
set up for the benefit of Oxborough Residents. No reports had been received 
on the finances of the charity. It was considered that reports to the Parish 
Council AGM should provide detailed financial information and the number 
and amounts of grants made each year. The objectives of the two Charities 
are to relieve generally or individually Oxborough residents who are in 
conditions of need, hardship or distress and to support the education of 
children living in Oxborough. (Note payment to the Parochial Church 
Council could also be made for repairing or beautifying the church of 
Oxborough). The following was proposed by Hilary Gay and seconded by 
Frankie Watkins: 



The meeting request the Parish Council to instruct the Hewars and 
Hammond Charities to report to its AGM on the number and amounts 
of grants awarded and the financial activities of the Charities. This was 
agreed 16 voting for with 1 abstention. 

 

4.3 Neighbourhood Watch 

Jackie Palmer-Hibbert reported that new Neighbourhood Watch signs are 
to be displayed tomorrow. 

4.4 Oxborough Resident Governor on the Gooderstone Primary School 

It was pointed out that in the past Gooderstone Primary School used to have 
a governor representative from Oxborough who would report to the Parish 
Council. It was considered in the interests of Oxborough, particularly as a 
number of Oxborough children attend the school, that Gooderstone Primary 
School be approached to determine whether within its criteria an Oxborough 
resident could become a governor of the school. The following was 
proposed by Bar Pritchard and seconded by Mike Cooper: 

The meeting request the Parish Council to approach Gooderstone 
Primary School to ask whether an Oxborough resident could be 
reinstated as a governor of the school. This was agreed by 14 votes to 
2 with 1 abstention. 

Note that after the meeting it has been identified that Ian Monson is currently 
a governor of Gooderstone Primary School. 

4.5 Play Area on the Village Green 

Paul Gilluley said there were now more children in Oxborough but they have 
no play areas. He asked that a play area on the village green be considered. 
There was a discussion on the potential costs and safety issues. 
Alternatives would need to be investigated. The following was proposed by 
Paul Gllluley and seconded by Hilary Gay: 

The meeting request the Parish Council to investigate whether it is 
possible to provide some form of play area on the village green. This 
was agreed by 11 votes to 4 with 2 abstentions. 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting and for Mike Craig 
for taking the minutes. 

The meeting ended at 9pm. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


