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OXBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

2019/4 
MINUTES  

ORDINARY MEETING  
Held at Oxborough Village Hall  

Wednesday 17 July 2019 
starting at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT: Mr. D. Hotchkin 
Mr. P. Gilluley 
Mr. G. Allison  
Mr. I. Monson 
Mr. S. Willies 
Mr. F. Eagle 
 

Chair 
Vice Chair 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Norfolk County Councillor 
 

      14 Members of the Public 
 

 
Open Forum (any questions regarding the Agenda)  

Mr. Andy Leclerq pointed out that regarding the amended planning application for Robinia, the proposed colour finish does not exist, 
and he suggested that clarification is required. Mr. Mike Cooper asked what the future plans for the Parish Surgery might be. The 
Chair confirmed that both he and the Vice Chair turned up on the day, but that no villagers did, although Mrs. Frankie Watkins 
suggested that the offer of cake may have made all the difference. The Chair thought it should not be held again, the Vice Chair 
agreed and Cllr Monson concurred, saying that it was superfluous as all residents are welcome to both attend meetings and approach 
councillors at other times with any concerns. Cllr Willies also agreed, although no decision could be made during the Open Forum. 

 

1.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr Nairn had emailed his apologies, due to other commitments.    

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST AND ANY REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
 None 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF RECORDING AND SOCIAL MEDIA USE 
 The Chair noted that Mr. Cooper had set up his recording equipment. 
 

4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 15 May had been circulated to all councillors and displayed on the Notice Board 
(and website). Cllr Monson proposed that the Minutes should be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr Gilluley; a show of 
hands was unanimous, so they were approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.

 

5. MATTERS ARISING 
The chair mentioned that the memorial bench for Mr. Kelvin Smith had been installed, thanks to Mr. Wood and Cllr Gilluley 
and he expressed his thanks to the daughters Nicki, Karen and Jen (Clerk note: letter of thanks sent, via email). Cllr Monson 
agreed that the new bench looked very good, well done to all. 
 

6. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT 
 None 
 

7. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 
Always trying to find ways to save money. But the link has been approved between the A47 and NDR, so now acquiring 
funding is the next step. The Ward Boundaries may be changing again, the Highways department has scheduled the second 
verge cut and Cllr Eagle has offered the use of a mobile Slow Down sign. The Chair asked for any questions: 

 1. Mr. Leclerq asked if there was any evidence that this mobile Slow Down sign could be effective: No, this is just a trial but 
could encourage drivers to take note and to avoid sign blindness they need to be moved around accordingly. 

 2. Mr. Wood asked if these are a temporary loan: Yes, temporary loan and temporary positioning 
 3. Cllr Allison asked how the sign is fixed in position and whether the Speedwatch Team could make use of it: This sign is an 

A-frame and the Parish Council would be responsible for the management, adding that it is permitted to locate outside the 
30mph zones as well. 
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 4. Cllr Hotchkin asked if they would be supplied with ballast: Not really, but he could supply a bag and this could be filled 
with soil. 

 5.Cllr Monson thanked Cllr Eagle for the extra cut to specific verge locations – and how good they look: Cllr Eagle 
acknowledged this saying that it was an effective use of his budget. 

 5. Cllr Monson also asked about the proposed ward boundary changes and whether these would be good or not really make 
any difference: Cllr Eagle responded that there is a motion to retain current boundaries, which would be preferable. 

 The Chair thanked him for his report, and he withdrew from the meeting at 7.50pm. 
 

8. PLANNING: MOTION TO CONSIDER WHETHER THE PC SHOULD RESPOND TO ANY OF THE 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS, AND IF SO, WHAT TO RESPOND. 
 3PL/2019/0729/HOU: Robinia (Mr. & Mrs. P Featley) - Alterations to existing property (amended scheme to approved 
application 3PL/2018/1531/HOU). The Chair stated that he had looked at the further application and that the proposed 
colours were grey, plus additional internal alterations to allow for further windows. He asked for comments: Cllr Allison 
said he had nothing to add really, Cllr Willies asked if something should be said about the non-existing grey colour choices, 
Cllr Gilluley considered that it was just a grey colour and the Chair concluded that there was not much inclination to take 
the matter any further. 
 

9. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
 a) Norfolk Police 
 1. Norfolk's Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) Lorne Green, news update (added to website). 
b) Breckland Council 
   1. Breckland Local Plan and Policies Maps - The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 
2012. Notification of re-consultation on all Main Modifications to the Breckland Local Plan. 30th May 2019 - 5pm 12 July 
2019. Representations must be received by 5pm on Friday 12 July 2019. The updated schedule is available, on the Council’s 
website 
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/10585/Consultation-on-the-Main-Modifications-to-the-Local-Plan 
 2. Council offers extra boost to lottery groups: Breckland’s community groups, sports teams and charities are being offered 
the chance to access a share of £40,000 which has so far been raised through the Our Breckland Lottery, the lottery run by 
the district council. For every £1 ticket sold since the lottery launched in March last year, 10p has been put aside into a 
dedicated funding pot for the council to give back to local good causes. Now, local organisations signed up as a lottery 
beneficiary can apply for a one-off grant from that pot, of up to £1000. The offer is open to both organisations already 
signed up to the lottery and to new groups who register. The rest of the money from ticket sales sees 50p given directly to 
the player’s nominated charity, 20p into a prize pot for players, and 20p on running costs. 
 3. Regarding St. John’s Close, email response from Simon Taylor-Avery (Facilities Manager): There seems to be a number of 
issues that are causing concern, Cllr Nairn is correct suggesting that on street parking if causing an obstruction is the 
responsibly of Norfolk Constabulary and they should be contacted if there is an access issue, but from experience it’s 
unlikely that they will take action unless there is a problem with emergency vehicles being able to attend calls. Most of the 
grassy area is owned by Breckland with the exception of the pump house and the fenced area around the building. The 
grass area has water infrastructure running underneath it which would be difficult and expensive to reroute if any parking 
was to be considered at this location. The Breckland owned area in question is amenity land for the use of the public but 
not for parking purposes and we prefer to keep these areas as green space rather than paving over them. I understand the 
need for more parking it’s a district wide issue that we are constantly struggling with and know all too well the issues that 
inconsiderate parking can cause. I’m unsure if Flagship has any property ownership in this area, but it might be worth a call 
to them as I’m sure that any letting agreements will highlight the need for considerate parking’. 
c) Norfolk County Council 
 1. "Parish Partnerships" scheme for local highway improvements, which the County Council will be repeating in 2020/21.  
All bids to be submitted by 6 December 2019. Cllr Willies suggested that maybe village gateways could be a good idea. Cllr 
Monson added that the PC could re-visit the idea of having a trod installed on the verge (opposite the village hall, which 
had been refused by Highways recently – might be possible to appeal to a higher level of management in Highways. But he 
also thought that the gateway could define the entrances to the village and although there is mixed opinion as to the 
efficacy, he believes that they make drivers slow down. Cllr Allison suggested that the village sign of Oxborough should 
slow down drivers.  The Chair reminded the council how this gateway option had been explored in detail, that firstly, 
although a pair might be installed at the eastern end (heading towards Swaffham),  only a single gateway could be installed 
at the western end because of the interference to the sightlines for the National Trust cottage. And secondly, the cost had 
been considered while the SAM2 sign was also under consideration but that the SAM2 sign had been agreed upon. However, 
there is no reliable evidence that the SAM2 sign has effectively reduced speeding and he concluded that he is lukewarm 
about the idea of gateways, although the idea for the trod could be raised again, although there would need to be a 
specific proposal for the project. 
 2. Communications Team email: Pregnant smokers encouraged to quit to help protect their baby’s health. Contact 
Norfolk’s stop-smoking service at www.smokefreenorfolk.nhs.uk/pregnancy where you can also watch the video to find out 
why it is best to stop smoking during pregnancy. 
 3. Community & Environmental Services: ‘Inspections of roadside trees within the parish on smaller, rural roads known as 
class 4A2. The primary focus of the inspections is to identify ash trees that are in decline due to ash dieback disease (ADB) 

https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/10585/Consultation-on-the-Main-Modifications-to-the-Local-Plan
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and assess whether they are now posing a risk to highway users. We may also pick up other trees that are in a dead or 
dangerous condition. For further information on ADB please visit our webpage: www.norfolk.gov.uk/ashdieback. This 
summer, our approach is to remind landowners that ‘their trees are their responsibility’ and to raise awareness of ash 
dieback disease. If trees are found in poor condition but not considered imminently dangerous we are fixing notices to the 
trunks of trees and marking the trees with yellow paint to inform the owner that they may need to take action’. 
 4. Patrick Donagh, Project Engineer (Bridges), emailed to advise that repair works would be carried out to Gooderstone 
Bridge; works are programmed to start on 23 September 2019 and last for up to two weeks. He asked if the PC could 
‘forward details (including dates) of any events which you consider the closure of this road needs to avoid’. T:0 1603 
223302. 
d) Email from Mrs. Nicola Wray ‘another dangerous incident which happened to me this morning.  Another impatient driver 
following me through the village decided to overtake me just as I cleared the bend at Windy Corner and was turning into 
my drive at Church Farm.  This happens quite frequently, and I am once again left shaken up at nearly having another 
accident.  This part of the road seems to be the most dangerous as drivers are clearing the bend and then speeding out of 
the village once the road becomes straight.  I wonder if Highways could install a 'No overtaking/concealed entrance' sign at 
the bend?’ The Chair said that he would like to see some hazard signs on the corner and that he had added this to his long 
list of queries which he is planning to bring to the attention of Highways Department.  
e) Email from Stuart Dark, representing Scotty’s Little Soldiers - a UK registered military charity requesting a donation. 
f) Insurance quote received from Community Action Suffolk (CAS) Ltd for £185.64. 
g) Second renewal quote received from Community First for £170.75: clerk proceeded with current insurers. 
h) Annual application from Patsy Wood for displaying signs on OPC land/property received from the All Saints Painters (Art 
expo at Stoke Ferry, 6-21 July). Display signs July 4-22. 
i) Norfolk Accident Rescue Service - offer a wide range of training courses (see www.age uk.org.uk) 
j) CPRE Norfolk Rural Housing Conference, which will focus on how to provide affordable and other needed housing in our 
villages and rural towns. The event takes place between 09:30 - 13:45 on Friday 6 September 2019 at the Memorial Hall, 
Dereham. Poster displayed. 
k) The Summer Solstice Yoga Weekender is being held at The Fire Pit Camp in Wendling on 21-23 June 2019. ‘It’s going to 
be a fantastic event with yoga classes from international teachers, kids yoga classes, yoga for men, acro yoga, samba drum 
class, meditation, music, Bollywood dancing, a warehouse party and incredible local food. Full details are attached. Under 
12s go free. Adult Saturday tickets are £65 and ages 12-17 are £32.50. Full weekend glamping tickets (two nights 
accommodation and food) are just £125. Tickets can be purchased from: https://www.thefirepitcamp.co.uk or there's a 
10% discount if you purchase direct from the venue on one of their Friday night cocktail events’. 
l) PKF Littlejohn auditors: have received and logged the notification of exempt status for the year ended 31 March 2019 
submitted to us for Oxborough Parish Council. By notifying us that Oxborough PC has claimed exemption there is no review 
to be performed and consequently no auditor certificate and report, or any other closure documentation, will be issued by 
us for this reporting year. 
m) Email from Mrs F. Watkins – passing on email from PC Gilluley regarding ‘June Police Parish Newsletter along with 
Community Poster and Community Speedwatch return’. 
n) Cllr Paul Gilluley emailed ‘I've been approached be a villager following their discussions about celebrating VE Day 75th 
Anniversary next year. They are keen to have a large celebration on the green to commemorate the occasion’: Cllr Monson 
supported the notion, ‘ask whoever is organising this to produce a plan of events and how they propose to manage the day 
including start and finish times, entry charges if any, events, stalls, parking, toilets etc. and if they are proposing a music 
venue’. Cllr Hotchkin commented ‘8 May 2020 doesn’t fall on a weekend- it is a Friday…’. Cllr Willies added ‘Government 
has moved the early, May bank holiday to coincide with the VE Day anniversary’. Cllr Gilluley mused as to how involved the 
PC would be, or whether it would be a village committee. Cllr Allison expressed his approval and asked if any particular 
charity would benefit. Cllr Gilluley thought this would be a decision to be made by the committee and he will speak to Mrs. 
Christine Matthews about this. Cllr Monson added that as it is national celebration that it would be very fitting for the PC 
and village to put something on, brave and brilliant, to assist, partake and go about it with enthusiasm, banking on good 
weather of course, free use of the green and a Programme of Events to show what the day would hold. He urged the 
council to make a decision so that the organisers could make a proper start and the Chair agreed that the hiring fee should 
be waived. 
o) Mrs. Julie Wood submitted application for displaying signs for Open Gardens and Church Flower Festival, 6-7 July. Signs 
to be displayed 22 June onwards. 
p) Norfolk Age UK: appeal for donation 
q) Cllr Gilluley – he has received an email from Graham and Rose McGreish regarding speed and heavy traffic on Eastmoor 
Road: ‘We live at 36 Eastmoor Rd, our concern is the general speed of traffic passing our house, and the heavy continuous 
vehicles along the road as I am sure you are aware. Would it be possible to get this put on the agenda for the next council 
meeting on the 17 July and see the feasibility of speed reduction on the lane and some sort of weight restriction/traffic 
calming measure. We are concerned for the safety of ourselves and of the general public walking or riding along this lane 
as vehicles continue to drive without due care and faster than is safe on this bend, it should also be noted this is a very 
narrow lane. We get a lot of heavy farm equipment rattling past, sometimes into the early hours of the morning, recently 
there have been convoys at ridiculous speeds. There is a 40-mph speed limit at Eastmoor, which is a wider and better road, 
could we not have similar. Any help you can give to make our lane safer and less of a rat run for local commercial 
businesses would be appreciate’. Cllr Gilluley commented that Oxborough is a rural village and there is not much which can 
be done about this situation. 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/ashdieback
http://www.nars.org.uk/
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r) Anonymous letter regarding St. John’s Close ‘…something needs to be done about this’. The Chair sympathised with the 
situation, that the PC had discussed this at earlier meetings this year and concluded that the PC do not get involved in 
neighbourhood disputes, rather contact Breckland Council, NCC Highways, Safer Neighbourhood team (via P.C. Paula 
Gilluley) or Parking Enforcement department at King’s Lynn & West Norfolk (parking.operations@west-norfolk.gov.uk).  
s) SkyBlu Solutions – email from Helen Chester regarding Public Right of Way training or additional services (T: 01949 
729723) 
t) The Pensions Regulator: Re-enrolment is due. Key dates:3rd anniversary of your staging date: 1 October 2019. Re-
enrolment window opens: 1 July 2019. Re-enrolment window closes: 31 December 2019. Re-declaration deadline: 2 March 
2020. Any staff aged between 22 and up to State Pension Age and earn over £10,000 a year, or £833 a month, or £192 a 
week must be put back into your pension scheme and you must both pay into it. If any of your staff fall outside of the 
above age and earnings criteria, then you only need to put them into a pension scheme if they ask to join one. 
u) Email from Mrs. Jackie Palmer-Hibbert: ‘I was wondering if there is any additional way we can help reduce the speeds of 
vehicles going through the village. On entering many villages most of us have noticed the white gate effect, with the speed 
sign attached. These white painted areas are noticeable, which seems the public do slow down.  They certainly do at 
Crimplesham, near Downham Market’. My software (which was confirmed as up to date) on my car built-in sat nav still says 
60mph through the village, so maybe that is another reason why many do not take notice of the 30mph.  Could it not be 
requested it is painted on the roads on entry? 

 

 

10. HIGHWAYS 
  a) Cllr Eagle emailed ‘I have ordered with the use of my highways budget an extra cut of junctions which are considered 
dangerous. If there is anywhere you consider needs a cut to improve safety, please let me know. The junctions cut last year 
will be cut this year’. 
b) Cllr Eagle emailed ‘I have purchased with an amount of my local members budget 4 Temporary slow-down signs, for your 
use. They will have to be rotated between the villages throughout the year. To get around some Highway objections about 
these signs, they have been designated as a trial to see if temporary signs have an effect on traffic speed in a given area. I 
feel that they will as we all suffer sign blindness to permanent signs. The signs will be loaned to you for a period of time 
until I or the next parish collects them. They can be displayed on one stretch of road for a maximum of 72 hours before 
being moved to a different road within your parish. The siting of these signs will be at your discretion and they can be 
displayed wherever you feel they will have the greatest impact. The movement of the signs between locations will be your 
responsibility. Please let me know if you wish to have the use of these.  

 
c) Clerk followed up request to have Folly Road repaired. Mr. Jacklin responded with: ‘Folly Lane. This is a soft road 
categorised as a 4D and inspected every 5 years.  These are our lowest priority roads within our route hierarchy. It was last 
inspected on 05/09/2017, and prior to this there was a work ticket raised to add crushed road planings which was 
completed on 04/04/2017.No further works are intended at this time’. 
d) Clerk requested that the 30mph roundels (x2) and SLOW (x4) road markings get a lick of paint: Mr. Jacklin responded 
with ‘I will get them programmed but I cannot promise I can squeeze them into this season.  I will try’. 

  

 
11. FINANCE 

 a. To receive bank balance and reconciliation. 
b.  To consider authorisation of payments and to sign cheques 
 1. Insurance renewal £170.75.  
 2. CGM -grass cutting and herbicide treatment between March- June: £283.50 plus VAT. Payment by cheque required. 

 The Clerk explained that the initial renewal from Community First was £192.09, but that a new company, CAS Ltd had 
quoted £185.64. When asked to match this, Community First offered a second renewal figure of £170.75, citing the long-
standing business record. The Chair thanked the clerk for her efforts regarding this. 
Cllr Willies proposed that the accounts be accepted, seconded by Cllr Monson, a show of hands was unanimous, and the 
accounts passed. The necessary cheques were signed by Cllrs Monson and Hotchkin. 

 

12. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING PROPOSALS 
a. Approach Highways to investigate the reinforcement of the surface around the bus shelter and ascertain the cost of the 
work required. Cllr Willies suggested that this should be considered under the Parish Partnership scheme and Cllr Monson 
agreed adding that Highways should be approached with the idea of installing a kerb, as this is the only village bus stop. 
The Chair agreed to add this to his list of questions for Mr. Jacklin, adding that the costings for such a project would need 
to be determined, suggesting putting the idea on the back burner in the meantime. 

mailto:parking.operations@west-norfolk.gov.uk
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b. To consider the moving of the SAM sign to the replacement 30 mph repeater on Foulden Road, by the churchyard. The 
Chair explained that there is a net cost of £50 to purchase a new set of brackets, so that the SAM 2 sign could be moved to 
this location, or suggested moving the brackets from the Hall Farm location to experiment with the new location and 
depending on the results, return the brackets to the Hall Farm location. Cllr Gilluley agreed and Cllr Monson also, adding  
that the Red House location was most effective anyway, adding his thanks to the Chair for his management of the SAM2 
sign – an onerous job at times. Cllr Allison commented that Mr. Jacklin, Highways Engineer, had said that the overhanging 
trees need regular trimming and that the National Trust would need to give permission. The Chair clarified that there were 
overhanging trees from the Church – but that they had given permission for necessary trimming to be carried out – and that 
Mr. Jacklin had also confirmed that it is permitted to cut the other trees in the vicinity of Oxburgh Hall. Councillors in 
favour of moving the brackets from Hall Farm – the Chair pointed out that the Memorandum of Understanding would need 
to be updated -the clerk will contact Highways. Cllr Allison volunteered to carry out the necessary trimming with the 
assistance of Cllr Gilluley, so Cllr Monson proposed that there should be a new location of the SAM2 sign on the 30mph 
repeater close to the churchyard (Foulden Road), this was seconded by  Cllr Allison – all in favour – passed. 
c. To consider, in the interests of the safety of pedestrians when leaving the village green, the grass to be regularly cut on 
the corner of the Swaffham Road (opposite Eastmoor Road) and examine the possible erection of posts on the corner. 
Councillors noted that the work of cutting the grass had been carried out and expressed thanks to the anonymous person. 
d. Proposal to instruct the Hewars and Hammond Charities to report at the AGM on the number and amounts of grants 
awarded and the financial activities of the Charities. This had been accomplished, thanks to Cllr Willies. 
e. To approach Gooderstone Primary School to ask whether an Oxborough resident could be reinstated as a governor of the 
school. Cllr Monson confirmed that he is the Diocesan Church Governor (for another 3 years) but that he is happy to 
represent the village and report on the school accordingly. 
f. To investigate whether it is possible to provide some form of play area on the village green. Cllr Gilluley had looked at 
possible play equipment -nothing garish, rather just sturdy and low-level (he circulated pictures of examples in mind). Cllr 
Allison commented on the equipment at Beachamwell, tidy, discrete and of low-danger characteristic – something like this 
would be acceptable. Cllr Gilluley had discovered that maybe £80 would be the additional insurance premium, but advised 
using only professional companies, as DIY does not cut it with insurance companies. Cllr Monson noted that the PC had 
looked at this possibility for decades now, adding that something would be good in the corner of the green, low 
maintenance (no moving parts), low level, no safety surface required, although the area would need to be strimmed. Cllr 
Allison thought that rather than using PC funds, that fundraising events should be held and Cllr Gilluley suggested that local 
businesses or Breckland Council could be approached. The Chair concluded that he was in agreement and asked Cllr 
Gilluley to bring a proposal for the next meeting. So the motion for Cllr Gilluley to provide a proposal for a form of play 
area on the village green was brought by the Chair, seconded by Cllr Monson, all in favour, passed. 

 
 

13.  TO CONSIDER THE APPOINTMENT OF A NOMINATED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PARISH 
COUNCIL TO THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 
After a short discussion, the Chair proposed that Cllr Allison continue in his role as PC representative, seconded by Cllr 
Gilluley – all in favour – passed. 

 

14.  TO CONSIDER THAT THIS COUNCIL WILL BECOME A MEMBER OF THE NORFOLK 
ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS FOR THE SUM OF £75.08 AS PER QUOTE DATED 
26/6/2019 

 The full subscription is £100 – the Chair added that the way legislation is going, there is increasing pressure for the PC to 
comply, and that the NALC comprises people with professional backgrounds (lawyer, senior civil servants) offering 
templates and advice on legal matters. Cllr Gilluley asked if this was value for money and Cllr Willies asked if there was a 
newsletter – yes, regular newsletters. Cllr Monson added that this was something the PC had looked at over the years, and 
maybe it was time to consider joining, but asked the clerk for her opinion. She thought that the PC had no real need to 
join, adding that when Cllr Willies had joined the council that he had brought in the reporting of budget to actual; she 
would defer to their decision. Cllr Allison pointed out that nowadays there is more legislation which might be missed by the 
PC (citing the lack of Annual Parish Meetings until recently). The Chair confirmed that just only a handful of PCs were not 
members. Cllr Willies asked if the PC had been deficient over the years. The Chair suggested that the Standing Orders had 
been out of date plus the templates on offer were useful, but Cllr Willies thought that templates were not essential when 
commonsense prevailed. Cllr Gilluley thought it would be a good idea to examine the true benefits of joining, which was 
agreed, and the Chair will work on this for the next meeting. 

  

15. TO CONSIDER THE APPOINTMENT OF CLLR. GRAHAM ALLISON AS A SIGNATORY TO THE 
OXBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL BANK ACCOUNT 

 Cllr Allison had been unaware of the cheque signatories, and as he takes a vested interested in payments made, he wanted 
this to be clarified: Cllr Hotchkin, Cllr Monson and the Clerk are the current signatories, of which just 2 are required for a 
cheque. The clerk had brought papers from the TSB in regard to adding signatories although Cllr Monson offered to be 
removed as a signatory to make room (no need, as a total of 6 permitted). Cllr Willies pointed out that all payments were 
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correctly reported at the meeting and that trust was implicitly given to those who could sign. The Chair asked Cllr Allison if 
he wished to withdraw his motion – and he agreed. 

  

16. TO CONSIDER THE APPLICATION TO CLLR. FABIAN EAGLE FOR OXBOROUGH TO BE 
INCLUDED AS A RECIPIENT OF A TEMPORARY “SLOW DOWN” (“THINK! ROAD SAFETY”) 
SIGN 

 Discussed under County Councillor Report – motion proposed by the Chair, seconded by Cllr Willies – all in favour – passed. 

 

17. TO RATIFY THE DECISION TAKEN BY COUNCILLORS OUTSIDE THE CHAMBER TO ACCEPT 
THE INSURANCE QUOTE, NEGOTIATED BY THE PARISH CLERK WITH COMMUNITY FIRST, OF 
A PREMIUM OF £170.75 

 Motion proposed by Cllr Willies, seconded by Cllr Monson – all in favour-passed. 

 

18. TO CONSIDER MOVING PC ACCOUNTS IN LINE WITH FINANCIAL YEAR TAX YEAR. 
 Cllr Willies advised that the current year end is 31 March (rather than financial year end of 5 April) and approved of the 

current situation, which was supported by the Cllr Monson. The Chair asked Cllr Allison if he would consider withdrawing 
the motion and Cllr Allison agreed. 

 

19. TO CONSIDER ABANDONING PLAN TO JOIN NEIGHBOURHOOD SCHEME WITH STOKE FERRY 
 Having investigated this further, Cllr Allison shared that the PC of Stoke Ferry had written an article concerning this, which 

made him think that it would be imprudent to continue to support the scheme. Cllr Willies asked him to share more detail 
and Cllr Allison added that there seemed to be some unusual goings-on; the Chair agreed that the project seemed to have 
stalled and that a local developer had recently gone out of business. Cllr Monson expressed his lack of enthusiasm and 
confidence in the scheme carrying any weight. The Chair called the council to order and asked if there was a proposer – 
Cllr Allison proposed the Motion to abandon the plan to join the neighbourhood scheme with Stoke Ferry and this was 
seconded by Cllr Willies- all in favour- passed. 

 
20. TO CONSIDER CHANGE OF SIGNATURES FOR PC CHEQUES 
 Discussed under point 15. 
 

21. TO CONSIDER THE WAIVING OF THE STANDARD FEE FOR AN EVENT ON THE VILLAGE 
GREEN TO CELEBRATE VE DAY ON THE WEEKEND BEGINNING 9TH OF MAY 2020 

 Having discussed this earlier in the meeting, Cllr Monson proposed the motion to waive the standard fee, seconded by Cllr 
Willies – all in favour-passed. 

 

22. TO CONSIDER THE HIRE OF THE VILLAGE GREEN TO DAVID HOTCHKIN FOR PARKING ON 
THE EVENING OF SATURDAY 3RD AUGUST 2019 AT THE STANDARD FEE OF £30 

 The Chair excused himself and left the meeting to allow for discussion to take place. The Councillors discussed briefly, 
standard fee to be charged (£30). Cllr Gilluley proposed, seconded by Cllr Willies- all in favour – passed. The Chair returned 
to the meeting. 

  
The Chair suspended Standing Orders in order to discuss the following: 

 

22a. TO CONSIDER THE HIRE OF THE VILLAGE GREEN TO MS. BERNIE DYE, FOR PARKING ON 29 
MAY 2020, ON THE OCCASION OF HER MARRIAGE AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

 Councillor Allison was very much in favour as Ms. Dye’s family had been Oxborough residents for several generations (the 
churchyard being their final resting place) and the Chair proposed the motion to hire the village green for a fee of £30 to 
Ms. Dye, seconded by Cllr Gilluley – all in favour- passed. Further discussion followed regarding the existing hiring tariff for 
the village green (published on website) and the Chair thought it would be a good idea to clarify the fees – Cllr Allison 
suggested that the information could be published in the next village newsletter. 

  

23. A.O.B 
 The clerk advised the Councillors that she had received a letter from the TSB (too late to add to Correspondence received) 

which advised that the free banking ends on September 10, which is before the next PC meeting (18/9/2019).  The current 
tariff selected is Fixed Fee Account A: this allows 5 maximum transactions, £50 maximum cash limit per month and 5 
maximum cheques paid per month, for a fee of £5 per month. Any additional transactions or cheque paid in incur £0.65 
charge each. The Chair asked for a motion and Cllr Willies proposed that the PC continue with the Fixed Fee Account A in 
the meantime, whilst other options are looked at, this was seconded by Cllr Monson – all in favour- passed. 
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24. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 Mr. John Voaden expressed his concern that although the notion of a play area on the green was a good idea, that any 

accidents/damage would cause the insurance costs to increase dramatically.  
Mrs. Janet Cooper asked if something could be done about the verge on the main road alongside Badger’s End, which has 
become narrow and difficult to walk on, being very high in places. The Chair agreed to add this to his list for the attention 
of Mr. Jacklin.  
Mr. Mike Wood expressed his concern regarding extremely large farm vehicles moving up and down Eastmoor Road -and the 
Chair said he would consult with Mr. Jacklin.  
Mr. Cooper asked if the accounts report could include net and vat figures, but councillors advised that it was not necessary, 
as the council must report actual to budget, all gross figures.  
Mr. Cooper commented on how the fund-raising for the SAM2 sign had been managed by him and a small group of villagers, 
concerned with the speeding traffic on the main road of Oxborough, although preferring the white gateways for which 
there had been too much objection at the time,  but that now the council had made a decision to move the sign to another 
location, he thought this was the wrong decision.  
Mrs. Bar Pritchard wanted to thank Cllr Monson for his role as Gooderstone Diocesan church governor and his offer to 
represent the PC and report back accordingly. Cllr Monson thanked her adding that although the Head Teacher should do 
this, that he was happy to continue to report at the AGM.  
Mrs. Pritchard spoke about the ongoing issues in St. John’s Close, and that the Safer Neighbourhood Scheme should be 
contacted for help; the Chair confirmed that he would discuss with NCC and Cllr Gilluley suggested that the parking 
enforcement office could be approached ( clerk note: emailed Simon Taylor-Avery(simon.taylor-avery@breckland.gov.uk; 
see response in Point 9.b.3 )  

  Mr. Jim Hitches asked if it would be an idea to raise the potential height of the white gate by Oxburgh Hall (which location 
is currently not appropriate as sightlines would be impeded), to enable people to walk beneath it at the same time as 
avoiding causing interference to the sightlines. The Chair responded that this had been discussed with Highways and 
refused. 

 Mr. Cooper suggested that any white gates should be installed on the Foulden Road, leaving the SAM2 sign installed in the 
current locations, adding that originally the intention was that the members of the fundraising team would be in charge of 
managing the SAM2 sign, but that just a single Councillor, Cllr Hotchkin, does this single-handedly.  Mrs. Frankie Watkins 
reminded Mr. Cooper that the PC have not agreed on any financial expenditure, rather that the brackets would be 
temporarily moved to the new location and if the outcome is that no speeding is recorded, then the brackets would be 
returned to Hall Farm, as the SAM2 sign must be routinely circulated in an attempt to slow down traffic throughout the 
village. Mr. Wood asked the Chair why it was necessary to speak to the National Trust about installing the SAM2 sign on 
Foulden Road, and the Chair responded that the PC need to seek permission from them.  

   
 
 
 

The Chair thanked everyone for their contributions. 
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm 
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APPENDIX A     

OXBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Meeting 17 July 2019 

Report: Accounts reported against the budget quarterly 

IAW Statement of Internal Control and Annual Review of Effectiveness of Internal Control                                       
(section Financial Reporting) 

BUDGET 2019/20 Budget Actual   

Estimated Gross Payments     

Auditors 0.00    

Accountants 25.00    

Training 150.00    

Election cost ( non-contested) 75.00    

Beech Tree (TPO) maintenance 354.00    

Clerk's wages/expenses 1201.20    

HMRC 220.00    

CGM  (grass maintenance - 15 cuts) 612.00    

CGM (herbicide treatment -twice) 66.00    

Hedge maintenance (2 cuts) 600.00    

St. John the Evangelist donation 175.00    

Royal British Legion donation 30.00    

Insurance (5% increase) 201.10 170.75   

Village Hall Hire 84.00    

Speed watch signs  0.00 60.00   

 3793.30 230.75   

Estimated Receipts     

Village Green Hire 120.00    

National Trust Lease 150.00    

VAT Refund 204.00 203.96   

Precept 3046.00 1523.00   

Grant 0.00    

 3520.00 1726.96   

Bank Reconciliation     

Bank Balance b/f 4929.47    

Add Receipts:     

     

sub-total 0.00    

Less Payments:     

Insurance Renewal 170.75    

sub-total 170.75    

Balance @ 16 July 2019 4758.72     

    
 
 
 

 

 

 

     

 


