Anna Shellswell
The Gambia – Gunjur Science Project 2018
Sun, Sweat and Science
Day 1:
Day one consisted mostly of unpacking and relaxing in the hammocks or on the beach. We arrived at
our hostel, Halahin, around 5pm and we instantly knew sleeping was going to be difficult in this
heat. Once unpacked, everyone gathered down at the beach, which was only a minute walk away.
We played Frisbee and then relaxed on the sunbeds, whilst watching the sun go down.
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Day 2:
After a lovely omelette for breakfast, on this day we went to
visit a nearby village. It was quite an experience. Everyone was
so friendly and welcoming, as well as all the small children, as
young as five wanted to hold our hands and ask us questions.
Some of the little girls started to plait our hair. They were
fascinated by the texture and colour of my blond hair. The
village was like one big family, it was such a tight community.
In the afternoon, we said goodbye to the village and made our
way back with a nice walk along the beach. All sweaty from
the walk, everyone joined in a game of catch in the sea. The
sea was so warm.
Before dinner, my friends and I relaxed in the hammocks
chatting about what was to come in the week. Dinner was an
interesting dish called chicken yakka and then fresh
watermelon for dessert.
In the evening, we all played card games before heading off to
bed for the night.

Day 3:
On this day we headed out to a small fishing village were we learnt
about the catching and smoking of fish. We also went on a boat ride
along the river learning about the wild life and boating culture. We
then went to a local market were we all purchased some traditional
African fabric to be tailored for us into clothing once we got back to
Halahin. In the evening, we travelled to another village called
Berending, for some traditional dancing in which most of us joined.
And After dinner we went on a night walk, joined by hundreds of
crabs and amazing stars.
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Day 4:
On day 4 we headed to Gunjur Upper Basic School to attend their morning assembly. They sang hymns for both
Islam and Christianity. After this we were split up and paired with a pupil to join them in their lessons. I
attended a maths lesson. They way of teaching was very different, it was more focused on note taking and one
student at the front of the class, solving maths equations with the teachers help. It was quickly over before a
quick break and then I joined an English lesson, where they were learning about Shakespeare. The teachers
were very friendly and all the students were focused and highly disciplined. Which created a very different
learning environment to the UK.
We then said goodbyes and went to Sifoe Senior Secondary School where prepared our science experiments
ready for the next day. Oh yeah, and the van that half of our group travel in, the door fell off!
After some relaxing and dinner at Halahin, we arrived back in Berending for more dancing. The main attraction
was a member of the village dressed head to toe in a grass costume, performing moves such as spinning on top
of its spear-like stick that came out of the top of the costume. It was very impressive. We then were invited
again to dance with them for the rest of night. Great experience! I found myself teaching cartwheels to some of
the children, I was amazing seeing their faced light up.
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Day 5:
Day 5 was the day we began teaching the pupils about our science
experiments. They all arrived at 9:30am sharp. At the beginning I
was quite nervous but as the day went on my confidence grew, both
in communication and my knowledge in the practicals. Teaching
really is the best way learn. All the students were so engaging and
very eager to listen and learn. They were fascinated by the graphs
and sketches produced by the practicals, as they don’t have the
resources available like we do to experience this level of science.
After lunch everyone got excited by the promise of wifi at another
lodge we were visiting for the afternoon. The wifi gave us a chance
to catch up with our own family members. I think we all started
appreciating the easy lifestyle we have back in the UK a bit more.
In the early evening we were back at Halahin, we were greeted by
our traditional attire finished. We all tried them on and we were all
very grateful towards the tailor. After dinner, the group gathered
round a fire pit to share experiences and play games that included
thinking outside the box. Such as trying to break the code of the
infamous tapping on a bottle puzzle.

Day 6:
Day 6 was another back at Sifoe Senior Secondary school,
continuing our practicals. Before this trip each member of our group
was in charge of organising a practical. This day was the day of my
experiment. I created the centripetal force experiment, which
consisted of a board attached to strings, with a few cups of water
on the board. The students would swing this above their heads and
the idea was that due to a centripetal force the water should stay
on the board if they swung it fast enough. Unfortunately some
pupils did get a bit wet.

After all the practicals were over, there was time to say more
goodbyes, taking photos etc. We then got taken to a nice restaurant
lodge were we enjoyed burgers and chips with garlic bread. The
lodge was decorated with traditional furnishings and cultural pieces.
Then once we arrived back at Halahin we were greeted by more
dancers for which we were expecting to join in after dinner. It was
so much fun learning how to dance like them and also returning the
favour with some of my ballet moves.
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Day 7:
Day 7 was our last complete day in
The Gambia. In the morning, we were
treated with a visit to a local reptile
sanctuary where we saw lots of
different animals such as; tortoise,
snakes and crocodiles! It was very
interesting learning about the
different species and how they live.
After a short lunch break we went to a
much larger fishing village where
there was massive smoking houses.
The whole place stank of dead fish.
We learnt all about the fishing
industry with in The Gambia.
In the late afternoon, we arrived back
at Halahin for the last time. We all
headed straight down to the beach for
a swim and a few games of tag.
After dinner we got the chance to
relax on the beach at night for one
last time, it amazing seeing the stars
there because there’s absolutely no
light pollution. It was like there was
twice as many stars!
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Day 8:
After a lovely fruit breakfast
we were all packed. My
friends and I were swinging
on the hammocks for one
last time before we had to
leave. The whole week was
truly an amazing experience
of a wonderful culture and
100% recommend going.

I have taken away so many things away from this amazing trip. It truly was a once in a life time opportunity.
Which sounds like a cliché, but it was. I became more confident in myself and more mature. It made me realise
how lucky we are to be living with such great luxuries. It was amazing seeing how different cultures live in
different ways. Thank you to Venture Force and The Kempson Rosedale Trust for helping me for the funding of
this trip.

