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Background 
The Tampa Bay Transit Forum took place on Friday, July 20, 2018, in the Grand Ballroom of the Tampa Airport Marriott. 
Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority (TBARTA) and Tampa International Airport (TPA) hosted the event. In total, 
348 people signed into the event.  

Invitations and Advertisements 
Leading up to the event, invitations were sent to the region’s counties, cities, metropolitan planning organizations 
(MPOs), and transit agencies, as well as business organizations, civic associations, business owners, media, and members 
of the Regional Transit Feasibility Plan mailing list. Each organization or agency was then asked to send the invitation to 
their mailing lists as appropriate. Attachment A includes the initial list of invitees. Attachment B includes the invitation 
flyer. Each of the transit agencies and TBARTA posted the event to their websites and/or social media accounts to 
ensure the meeting was publicly noticed.  

For the forum, TPA created a Facebook event (www.facebook.com/events/854929654696290) and website 
(www.TampaBayTransitForum.com) to get the word out and provide details about the event. An EventBrite site was 
created for interested attendees to sign up for a tour of SkyConnect (discussed in more detail below). 

Sponsorships 
Several Sponsors, at Platinum, Gold, and Silver levels, helped make the event possible. Sponsors included: 

Platinum: 
• Tampa International Airport 
• Tampa Bay Partnership 
• The University of Tampa 
• Urban Land Institute, Tampa Bay 

Gold: 
• St. Pete Chamber of Commerce 
• Tampa Hillsborough Economic Development Corporation 
• Pasco Economic Development Council 
• Jacobs Engineering 

Silver: 
• Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Petersburg Are Economic Development Corporation 
• Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce 
• Tampa Downtown Partnership 
• Visit Tampa Bay 

Event Format 
The event was held in two parts. From 1:00pm to 4:00pm, the facilitated event included several speakers and a panel to 
discuss the need to speak regionally to move transit forward in Tampa Bay. From 4:00pm to 7:00pm, attendees were 
invited to network and participate in an open house. 

Forum Agenda 
The publicized agenda is included in Attachment C. The Forum began with opening remarks by Moderator Graham 
Brink, Tampa Bay Times Business Columnist and Editor; Joe Lopano, Tampa International Airport CEO; and Michael 
Case, TBARTA Interim Executive Director (in place of Jim Holton, TBARTA Board Chair). Senator Bill Galvano gave the 

http://www.facebook.com/events/854929654696290/
http://www.tampabaytransitforum.com/
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Keynote address “A Vision for the Tampa Bay Region” and discussed the importance of speaking with one voice when 
identifying the first premium transit project for the region. Senator Galvano was followed by four speakers discussing 
“An Eye for the Future.” Speakers included:  

• Secretary David Gwynn, District Seven Secretary, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
• Commissioner Sandy Murman, Hillsborough County Commission Chair 
• Commissioner Jack Mariano, Pasco County Commissioner 
• Commissioner Ken Welch, Pinellas County Commission Chair 

National Transit Expert Jeff Boothe then spoke about “Where We Are Right Now,” giving an overview of some of the 
transit projects underway across the Tampa Bay region and how they tie together to create a complete network. Sample 
projects included: 

• Regional Transit Development Plan 
• Regional Long Range Transportation Plan 
• Central Avenue Bus Rapid Transit 
• Clearwater Beach to TPA Express 
• US 19 Commuter Express 
• Vision 54/56 
• Uptowner 
• Tampa Arterial Bus Rapid Transit 
• Tampa Streetcar 
• TPA SkyConnect 
• Westshore Circulator 
• Ferry Service 
• Manatee Connection 
• Pasco/Hernando Connection 
• Intermodal Center Studies 
• Regional Transit Plan Top Connections 
• Regional Transit Plan Catalyst Project 
• Regional Transit Vision 

The next segment of the event included a panel discussion made up of several community leaders and transit users to 
talk about the importance of transit for getting around, finding and retaining employees, and creating a healthy 
community. Panel members included: 

• Brant Peterson, Greater Tampa Bay Chamber of Commerce’s Emerging Leaders of Tampa Bay 
• Gloria Lepik-Corrigan, PSTA Transit Riders Advisory Committee 
• Barry Shevlin, CEO of Vology 
• Alex Gerwe, Pasco County Resident 
• Dr. Joe Bohn, Visiting Assistant Professor and Director for USF College of Public Health 
• Mark Sharpe, Chief Potential Officer for the Tampa !p 

Jim Cloar, Governance Chair of the Urban Land Institute’s (ULI) Tampa Bay District Council, opened the 3:00pm session 
titled “Stop and Grow,” introducing Marilee Utter, President of Citiventure Associates and Leader with ULI, to discuss 
the importance of getting Transit Oriented Development (TOD) right and how to use TOD to create great spaces that 
people want to live in and visit. During the presentation, attendees were encouraged to fill out question cards for 
Marilee to respond to following the presentation. Jim asked Marilee several of the questions submitted. Attachment D 
includes the eight question cards turned in.  
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Selfie Videos 
In addition to the presentations, three videos were compiled of leaders and residents around the region. Video 
participants were asked to answer three questions in a “selfie” format: 

1. How does transit impact your daily life, your job, and your neighborhood? 
2. Why are you excited about transit?  
3. What are five words or phrases that describe the future of transit in Tampa Bay? 

The compiled videos are available on the Regional Transit Feasibility Plan playlist on the HART YouTube page 
(www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJZ-B5U_fAAXUC9dCx_izkJdGxr8iULbi).  

Materials and Visuals 
Each attendee was given a handout that included the agenda, speaker biographies, and list of sponsors. Attachment E 
includes the handout. In addition, a Prezi was used to present the information throughout the event. The Prezi is 
available on the forum website and the Regional Transit Feasibility Plan website (www.TBRegionalTransit.com).  

Networking and Open House 
An open house and networking opportunity was held from 4:00pm to7:00pm. Several exhibitors were present with staff 
available to discuss current and future efforts and provide materials for attendees. Attendees were invited to converse 
about the presentations of the day and efforts underway, as well as ideas, concerns, comments, viewpoints, and 
perspectives on transit and the future of transit in the region. Exhibitors included: 

• Hillsborough Area Regional Transit Authority 
• Pasco County Public Transportation 
• Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority 
• It’s Time Tampa Bay (the effort underway to update the Regional Long Range Transportation Plan) 
• TBARTA 
• FDOT 
• Regional Transit Feasibility Plan 

SkyConnect Tours 
Tampa International Airport representatives hosted behind-the-scenes tour of Tampa International Airport's new Rental 
Car Center and transit curb and an exclusive behind-the-scenes look at the SkyConnect maintenance facility. There were 
six 1.5-hour tours available throughout the duration of the event. Attendees were encouraged to sign up in advance. In 
total, 120 tour spots were available, and all were filled prior to the date of the event. 

Summary 
The number of attendees that signed in was 348. In addition to general citizens, attendees included representatives 
from a wide variety of agencies and organizations from around the region. These included transit agencies, FDOT, MPOs, 
chambers of commerce, elected officials, cities, counties, environmental groups, water management districts, media, 
local universities, civic associations, business organizations, economic development councils, developers, contractors, 
and consultants. The sign-in sheets for the event are included in Attachment F. 

Comment forms were available for attendees to make general comments or ask questions. Five people provided general 
comments, included in Attachment G. 

Appendix H includes the news coverage before and after the event. 

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJZ-B5U_fAAXUC9dCx_izkJdGxr8iULbi
http://www.tbregionaltransit.com/
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Attachments 

• Attachment A: Initial List of Invitees 
• Attachment B: Invitation Flyer 
• Attachment C: Forum Agenda 
• Attachment D: Submitted Question Cards 
• Attachment E: Forum Handout 
• Attachment F: Sign-in Sheets 
• Attachment G: Completed Comment Forms 
• Attachment H: Media Coverage  
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The invitation for the Tampa Bay Transit Forum was sent out to the following list. Invitees were encouraged to forward the invitation 
to others (e.g., internal staff, mailing lists, etc.) as appropriate. Therefore, additional invitations were sent but not tracked. 

Elected Officials  
National Representatives 
• Bill Nelson, United States Senator 
• Marco Rubio, United States Senator 
• Gus Bilirakis, United States Representative 
• Charlie Crist, United States Representative 

State Representatives 
• Larry Ahern 
• Daniel Wright Burgess 
• Richard Corcoran  
• Janet Cruz 
• Ben Diamond  
• James Grant 
• Shawn Harrison  
• Chris Latvala  
• Amber Mariano  
• Lawrence McClure  
• Kathleen Peters 
• Jake Raburn  
• Daniel Raulerson 
• Sean Shaw 
• Ross Spano 
• Chris Sprowls 
• Jackie Toledo 
• Newton Wengay 

State Senators  
• Jeff Brandes, State Senator 
• Bill Galvano, State Sentor 
• Jack Latvala, State Senator 
• Tom Lee, State Senator  
• Darryl Ervin Rouson, State Senator 
• Wilton Simpson, State Senator 
• Dana Young, State Senator 

County Commissioners 
• Hillsborough County 

o Victor Crist 
o Ken Hagan 
o Al Higginbotham 
o Pat Kemp 
o Les Miller 
o Sandra Murman 
o Stacy White 

• Pasco County 
o Camille Hernandez 
o Jack Mariano 
o Dale Massad 
o Mike Moore 
o Ron Oakley 

o Lance Smith 
o Jeff Starkey 
o Kathryn Starkey 
o Mike Wells 

• Pinellas County  
o Dave Eggers 
o Pat Gerard  
o Charlie Justice  
o Janet Long 
o Kenneth Welch 
o Karen Williams-Seel  

City Councilmembers  
• City of Clearwater 

o David Allbritton 
o Doreen Caudell 
o Bob Cundiff 
o Hoyt Hamilton 

• City of Plant City 
o William Dodson 
o Nathan Kilton 
o Mary Mathis 
o Bill McDaniel 
o Michael Schenk 
o Michael Sparkman 
o Lynn Spivey 

• City of St. Petersburg 
o Gina Driscoll 
o Amy Foster 
o Brandi Gabbard 
o Charlie Gerdes 
o Steve Kornell 
o Ed Montanari 
o Darden Rice 
o Lisa Wheeler-Bowman 

• City of Tampa 
o Harry Cohen 
o Guido Maniscalco 
o Charlie Miranda 
o Frank Reddick 
o Mike Suarez 
o Luis Viera 
o Yvonne Yolie Capin 

• City of Temple Terrace 
o Robert (Bob) Boss 
o Frank Chillura 
o Cheri Donohue 
o David Pogorilich 
o Andy Ross 
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Metropolitan Planning Organization Board Members (note: 
board members listed above were not listed again; Pasco 
County MPO Board Members are all BOCC Members) 
• Forward Pinellas  

o Douglas Bevis 
o Sandra Bradbury 
o Joanne Kennedy 
o Arthur Penny 
o Michael Smith 
o John Tornga 

• Hillsborough County MPO 
o Paul Anderson 
o Trent Green 
o Cindy Stuart 
o Joe Waggoner 

Mayors 
• Bob Buckhorn, City of Tampa  
• George Cretekos, City of Clearwater  
• Mel Jurado, City of Temple Terrace 
• Rick Kriseman, City of St. Petersburg  
• Rick Lott, City of Plant City  

Agency Staff 
Counties 
• Hillsborough County 

o Mike Merrill, County Administrator 
o Lucia Garsys, Development and Infrastructure 
o John Lyons, Public Works 
o Lindsey Kimball, Economic Development 
o Adam Gormly, Development Services 

• Pasco County 
o Johathan Bramlett, Community Development 
o Don Rosenthal, Development Services 
o Margaret Smith, Engineering Services 
o Ernest Monaco, Planning and Development 
o Branford Adumuah, Public Works 

• Pinellas County 
o Ryan Brinson, Planning 
o Rahim Harji, Public Works  
o Kenneth Jacobs, Traffic  
o Gina Harvey, Traffic  
o Tom Washburn, Traffic  
o Renea Vincent, Planning  
o Caroline Lanford, Planning  
o Scott Swearengen, Planning  

Cities 
• City of Clearwater  

o Bill Horne, City Manager 
o Jill Silverboard, Assistant City Manager 
o Michael Delk, Planning  
o Mike Quillen, Engineering  

o Paul Bertels, Traffic  
o Lauren Matzke, Planning  
o Zain Adam, Transportation  
o David Larremore, Traffic  
o Bennett Elbo, Traffic  

• City of St. Petersburg 
o Dr. Kanika Tomalin, Deputy Mayor 
o Kevin King, Policy and Public Engagement  
o Alan DeLisle, City Development  
o Dave Goodwin, Planning and Economic Development 
o Evan Mory, Transportation 
o Claude Tankersley, Public Works  

• City of Tampa 
o Elias Franco, Public Information Officer 
o Bob McDonaugh, Economic Opportunity  
o Gloria Moreda, Land Development  
o Catherine Coyle, Planning and Urban Design 
o Brad Baird, Utility Services 
o Jean Duncan, Transportation and Stormwater Services 

• Dade City 
o William Poe 
o Joseph Debono 
o Michael Sherman 

• New Port Richey 
o Robert Rivera 
o Debbie Manns 

• Zephyrhills 
o Steve Spina 
o Gail Hamilton 
o Todd VandeBerg 
o Shane LeBlanc 

Metropolitan Planning Organizations/Planning Commissions 
• Forward Pinellas  

o Whit Blanton, Executive Director 
o Rodney Chatman 
o Al Bartolotta 
o Hilary Lehman 
o Chelsea Favaro 
o Sarah Casper 

• Hillsborough MPO/Planning Commission 
o Beth Alden, MPO Executive Director 
o Melissa Zornitta, Planning Commission Executive 

Director  
o Johnny Wong 

• Pasco MPO 
o John Villeneuve, Executive Director 
o Manny Lajmiri 
o Ali Atefi 

Transit/Transportation Agencies 
• FDOT 

o Secretary David Gwynn 
o Ming Gao 
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o Elba Lopez 
o Katina Kavouklis 
o Stephen Benson 
o Ed McKinney 

• HART 
o Jeffrey Seward, Chief Executive Officer 
o Steve Feigenbaum  
o Christopher Cochran 
o Vanessa Brooks 
o Lena Petit 

• PCPT 
o Kurt Scheible, Executive Director 
o Kevin Hoyt 
o Rosemarie Bruckner 

• PSTA 
o Brad Miller, Chief Executive Officer 
o Cassandra Bochers, Chief Development Officer 
o Heather Sobush 
o Bonnie Epstein 
o Bob Lasher 
o Cyndi Raskin-Schmitt 
o Rachael Cappolla 

• TBARTA 
o Michael Case 
o Sue Ebner 
o Gabriella Jimenez 

Regional Business Partners  
• Christine Michaels, Greater Brandon Chamber of 

Commerce 
• Bob Rohrlack, Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce 
• Brant Peterson, Greater Tampa Chamber, Emerge Tampa 

Bay 
• David Loos, Greater Tampa Chamber, Emerge Tampa Bay 
• Mike Peterson, GTAR (Greater Tampa Association of 

Realtors) 
• Brenda Rabbitt, GTAR (Greater Tampa Association of 

Realtors) 
• Tony Rodriguez, MacDill Airforce Base PAE 
• Christine Miller, Plant City Chamber of Commerce 
• Jake Austin, Plant City EDC 
• Christine Burdick, Vinik Family Foundation 
• Karen Kress, Tampa Downtown Partnership 
• Mark Sharpe, !p 
• James Ransom, Tampa Organization of Black Affairs 

(TOBA) 
• Lee Bell, Temple Terrace Chamber of Commerce 
• Ann Kulig, Westshore Alliance 
• Dan Sullivan, Greater Pasco Chamber of Commerce 

(Trinity, Odessa, Lutz, LOL) 
• Bill Cronin, Pasco EDC 

• Juawana Williams, Pasco EDC 
• Hope Allen, Greater Wesley Chapel Chamber of 

Commerce 
• Chip Wichmanowski, West Pasco Chamber of Commerce 
• Tom Morrissette, Central Pinellas Chamber of Commerce 
• Kyle Caudell, Clearwater Regional Chamber - CYP 

(Clearwater Young Professionals, Economic Development 
Chair) 

• Carol Hague, Clearwater Regional Chamber of Commerce 
• Darryl Henderson, Clearwater Regional Chamber of 

Commerce 
• Joe Farrell, Pinellas Realtor Organization 
• Robert Griffin, RE/MAX Metro 
• Chris Steinocher, St. Pete Chamber of Commerce 
• Dave Metz, St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership 
• J.P. Dubuque, St. Petersburg Area Economic 

Development Council 
• Robin Sollie, Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber 
• Jerry Custin, Upper Tampa Bay Chamber 
• David Downing, Visit St. Pete/Clearwater 
• Steve Cona, Associated Builders & Contractors, FL Gulf 

Coast Chapter 
• Kevin Schwartz, Bay Area Apartment Association (BAAA) 
• Becky Burton, Bay Area Manufacturers Association 
• Juniper Duffin, Building and Office Management 

Association of Greater Tampa Bay (BOMA) 
• Bill Roberts, Florida Gulfcoast Commercial Association of 

Realtors (FGCAR) 
• Kelsey Bokor, NAIOP Tampa Bay 
• Kami Corbett, SPCA Tampa Bay 
• Martha Boden, SPCA Tampa Bay 
• Ron Weaver, Stearns Weaver Miller 
• Jennifer Motsinger, Tampa Bay Builder Association 
• Rick Homans, Tampa Bay Partnership 
• Daniel James Scott, Tampa Bay Technology Forum 
• Siobhan O'Kane, ULI Tampa Bay 
• Santiago Corrada, Visit Tampa Bay 

Other 
• Sean Sullivan, TBRPC Executive Director 
• Heather Young, TBRPC 
• Tambrey Lane, Pasco PIO  
• Liana Lopez, Hillsborough Communications Office 
• Barbra Hernandez, Pinellas PIO 
• Craig Richard, Tampa EDC 
• Michelle Bauer, Tampa EDC 
• Mike Meidel, Pinellas EDC 
• Shawn Fogarty, Westshore Alliance 
• Heather Mackin, Westshore Alliance 
• Lynn Cissna, St. Pete Chamber of Commerce 
• Dennis Hinebaugh, CUTR 
• Rob Bertini, CUTR 
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TBARTA presents the

Learn about the different transit efforts underway and how they are 
working together to build the Regional Transit Vision for Tampa Bay

SkyConnect Tours: Visit TBTransitForum.EventBrite.com to sign up for a tour of Tampa International Airport's new 
Rental Car Center and transit curb and an exclusive behind-the-scenes look at the SkyConnect maintenance facility
Ride the Bus: The Airport is accessible using PSTA’s Route 300X and HART’s Routes 30, 32, 35, 60LX, and 275LX
Parking: Park in Tampa International Airport’s Short-Term Parking Garage and bring your ticket into the event to be 
validated; the Marriott is accessible on the third floor between the red elevators

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations 
to participate in this meeting is asked to advise the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority (TBARTA) at least 
2 business days before the meeting by calling 1 (800) 998-7433. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please 
use the Florida Relay Service, 1 (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or 1 (800) 955-8770 (Voice).

Friday, July 20th at the Tampa Airport Marriott
1pm to 4pm Transit Discussion • 4pm to 7pm Networking & Open House

Sign up for an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour of SkyConnect!

Visit www.TampaBayTransitForum.com to learn more about this exciting event!

TBTransitForum.EventBrite.com
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Learn about the different transit efforts underway and how they are 
working together to build the Regional Transit Vision for Tampa Bay

www.TampaBayTransitForum.com 

Friday, July 20th at the Tampa Airport Marrio�
1pm to 4pm Transit Discussion • 4pm to 7pm Networking & Open House

Be sure to visit TBTransitForum.EventBrite.com to sign up for a behind-the-scenes tour of Tampa International Airport’s SkyConnect  

Event Agenda
1pm  Opening/Welcome

Tampa Bay Times columnist and Forum host Graham Brink will introduce Tampa Interna�onal Airport  
CEO Joe Lopano and TBARTA Chairman Jim Holton

1:15pm A Vision for the Tampa Bay Region
Florida Senator Bill Galvano

1:30pm An Eye to the Future: Local Plans, Community Vision 
FDOT District Secretary David Gwynn, Hillsborough County Commission Chair Sandy Murman, Pasco 
County Commissioner Jack Mariano, and Pinellas County Commission Chair Ken Welch will share 
their transit visions for the region

2pm Where We Are Right Now: Plans in the Works  
Learn about how current transit efforts intersect and listen to community leaders and transit users as
they share personal stories of how transit impacts their lives

3pm Stop and Grow: How Transit Stops Spur Economic Development
Marilee U�er, President of Ci�venture Associates and leader with the Urban Land Ins�tute, will present
best prac�ces on transit sta�ons and transit oriented development and lead a follow-up discussion

Networking, Open House, and Tours
4 - 7pm Networking and Open House

Explore exhibits from Tampa Bay agencies and partners to learn about efforts underway in the region

2 - 7pm  SkyConnect Tours 
Tours available at 2 pm, 3 pm, 3:30 pm, 4:30 pm, 5 pm, and 5:30 pm 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority

TBTransitForum.EventBrite.com
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Learn about the different transit efforts underway and how they are 
working together to build the Regional Transit Vision for Tampa Bay

Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority

Brought to by...

Made possible by the sponsorship of the following...

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER



Our Moderator
Graham Brink
Business columnist for the Tampa Bay Times 

Our Keynote Speaker

Senator Bill Galvano
President-Designate of the Florida Senate 

Our Title Sponsor
Joe Lopano
Tampa Internatonal Airport CEO

Our Host
Jim Holton
TBARTA Board Chairman 

Secretary David Gwynn
FDOT District Seven Secretary

Commissioner Sandy Murman
Hillsborough County Commission Chair, HART Board Member, and more

Commissioner Jack Mariano
Pasco County Commissioner, Pasco County MPO Board Member, and more

Commissioner Ken Welch
Pinellas County Commission Chair, Forward Pinellas Board Member 

1 pm       Opening/Welcome

   A Vision for the Tampa Bay Region

   An Eye to the Future



Jeff Boothe
Na�onal Transit Expert, Managing Principal of InfraStrategies 

Brant Peterson
Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce's Emerging Leaders of Tampa Bay

Gloria Lepik-Corrigan
PSTA Transit Riders Advisory Commi�ee  

Barry Shevlin
CEO of Vology 

Alex Gerwe
Pasco County Resident  

Dr. Joe Bohn
Visi�ng Assistant Professor and Director for USF College of Public Health 

Mark Sharpe
Chief Poten�al Officer for the Tampa !p 

Jim Cloar 
Governance Chair of the Urban Land Ins�tute’s Tampa Bay District Council 

Marilee U�er
President of Ci�venture Associates and Leader with the Urban Land Ins�tute

2 pm       Where We Are Right Now

          Community Leaders and Transit Users

3 pm       Stop and Grow



THANK YOU FOR 
JOINING US TODAY!
Please stay for networking and an open house 

4 pm - 7 pm

Explore exhibits from 
Tampa Bay agencies and partners 

to learn about efforts underway in the region
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORUM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information provided below is a matter of ic record su to examination by the general public upon uest
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORIJM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information provided below is a matter of blic record subject to examination the nera I ublic u n request.
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORUM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information provided below is a matter of public record ect to examination the neral public upon request.
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORIJM
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PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information ided below is a matter of public record ect to examination by the general public upon re uest.

ZIP CODE

3,tw F
33bc+
í:.å1ß4

3V1c'7
'|V ur;Y

È367 ç
') .-> ; /t .rl2-ìbcL?

6676/
33 6t ?-

e< 7lr
71t'/L

3'3ø,t gr
3,1 61 y

3 3 7ùL/

ts {, tcl

EMAIL ADDRESS

i-4

/ ". \ À,_å'Iir-(.-.

ie u.- .ûrl; l'r198 Õ *) t"rfr:L. ,1,,ù ü\

YLYlrrt"(nrrt., 6ìrardr(" (i (tvt
\

wLÁ{vtc' @ psffi ù.
f Lrr-i,. ç ir*,.'z 

" Ú r, \ Li'{ ¡),h?,

{vct l'4 cl cr} 6 nriøa i l, c¿rv'\

I

\¡'l

}iLv,.-\ €t5 O\úr-n-t cufn.0v¿r

,zz,Jo-t | *t)l@-Ðs,l-. ,ù4'Ê

r\n-,¡Å c ,w,,A^rà ,{tf- n4l fi.,,

fYl &Lt\t e- { {,vvfq [ 
^novoó 

ù 
^ 

.( v.

a(-(..
0

D r.a)rs, d Ðo,rL,;Jr'

Sttbhea ., gC¿¡¡a, (-'rl ¿'* o r \
il,J
lrt nttiþ'1( e c" uzlL. v í€' {t u

ORGANIZATION (lf Applicable)| ?r ¡':
I arÐnüq"-f #

Dc'T¡,t¡ il,

Qcw
Trar\eir Mittccatf
t, h5 [,1P0

-r-ß*ÈrA=

r)
I4L

?-vt r-/o (),*^L^ 4-,.^^

&rl5 /]-(J

\ t L¡ Î,,r",rn.f,A ]ffil
C ¿tF- - u5Ê

1. . -',{ ---ii.( f^L
tr
io 'c\'{/ Li,L{\(J

NAME
j.-f

| ' f !,i
I . -r -.-i t 1

*'-í *t.-¿rb\ ?
t{

LUU¿ g¡Ûh1 8.5 Y

ñ'c ct¿ Du¿fVcr-
n¡i 

tos< 6r-u.r tþ¡xi a- {
üúr rt4

I

L I c'ra Ci

þ1.^- ß t
T Vci..-

t

ß¡¿--tl-o,-úsail

þ,N {.M,tw

l'-'"iourrrn 
tìrrx

(¡*

" f-->-.- '-ï\-:-/;- \) \_|¡ A*ì-¡

(-
\5 rüÈu\nt LVNv'E

II rl i'--.-,Ønl ult J Hta p /ç¿¿;:i\



TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORUM
Friday, July 20th | L:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott
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PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information provided below is a matter of public record subject to examination the ral ublic u n uest
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORIJM
Friday, July 20th | L:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information rovided below is a matter of blic record sub to examination the eral ublic u n st.
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORUM
Friday, July 20th | L:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information provided below is a matter of ublic record subject to examination by the neral ic re uest.
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORIJM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott
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PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information provided below is a matter of public record su b ect to examination the nera I ublic u nre uest.

-i_{ avL, ct Q

337o Ì

3R é,alq

i3ârt
3ó'4-à11A

?

33eg-

ltrt1
,-1>) -7 

u. 5
--<-r='-l (ì ¡
.-)cJ I ) \-

ZIP CODE

'zf'1.(oaa_
33Stl

¿? f rW't-,/t: @'¡2tßG t'.trnf,oP l. nef

' ,1 ,il¡^n'Vn nafui'øùiri rL

*,r.nì \uç[-. ô +-'*1ii?:,!r.J' 
-J\ 

t J=J
\¿ rerL .- q.\t\e Sci.a',c.rr .(A¡^¡

JJ

rì,UitlOí,t. v L'rir c.ôt4

r fclp . (ç
Jn curc,,e.?'rs.^ *ia, # t - r',-

¿¿' ft( I ,trIt.tl', .)

i*'i,"\*ìüLo.r vvt<*A Ø1tvt<u { .."r 1

,,1 t:l*l-t ì u,^ 6l i,,. \eLlrt1t /g kø

iøJ,* It \u.. [\.t i H
;! an.i L -

(\,
t.
l q. hc -t","aJ

, { o v-t-r^ {*'-".L--'äJ. r frn¡1 .t

EMAIL ADDRESSORGANIZATION (lf Applicable)

?*r¡r, tr>t*+tïu Ötcu
t-J ri!s#r,pe,',t[Yt

¡ ,-\

\t,, /1
Si. Pelc c&sçfufi
TI? ?anr, i^,..-r,.., Lt,-,l

I

fr.tWç,li\ Lct ck 
"1 

'î8

V*R
^ 

1'l

flbl t[*t\
'Ççsco cn-*t ßÂc-

lrffttt,.,ìtt¡i I

*-ît1 ß -)
?.:,'-fkt^

f tT,l f*-}.

I ¿rr^.-o CI i,o,¿,f*^

tã^crl ?*!{"Kôv\
Q:trh t¡. i,l*ot¡,

NAME

ü,;nïre ñ irr.,,r,
(-t,3 tq n"' AS

.Ji ll,a^ 
*' Anå*

$^,Jr^ ii iì lcr.,/,,.,
I

,-î. ".\.'Å
ar'l
{ t'l\

¡i"l

vvefu
h*t,i (P¡cc

r .f' *--t .^, 1f*^

,{et:K,. \ ,-"'ûil
i,\* ar'. .n 1 Lt..^ { flqc wvt

þr, l',r- /., ,l/, rr,.*'nr^.

\ r I .¡ ,l
--jr (.'b Þd;fiY¡¿'ç'

i") .ùttd-r €-r4-r

t-<¡J



TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORllM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott
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PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information rovided below is a matter of blic record sub to examination the eral ublic u n
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UMPA BAY TRANS¡T F0RtlM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information rovided below is a matter of blic record su to examination the eral ublic u n st.
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORUM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information rovided below is a matter of blic record sub to examination by the general public upon request.
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORUM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information rovided below is a matter of blic record subject to examination by the general ublic u n
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORUM
Friday, July 20th | L:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information rovided below is a matter of ublic record subject to examination by the neral ublic u n uest.

ZIP CODE

44t¿tn''
412ç 7

L=i,i']-
17 CcS

bL1

j*¿'i

3: ( c7.('c?,. n,

,3s {, C¡ 3
536ff/

'J
J. )

--

L,m,

EMAIL ADDRESS

ìi;tll...r
h ai¡ (ta¿i 5tL \"/+ J,,/!

u

(ì r{v 1'at Ð43'¿-. (r,-.y*1 F{.n./tl,on..

¿t \f ì {ÅJlrilir.r",iivt [uutn-ìzlr

I I
J

&;f""-\ . (.\*'ro- t4 y?-g*ÅR, Cur uur.

"'3,u* 
lu¿a È Kå^¿+

*\ú,\c-: N@ç¿ngru :tVÍ
ùâ

A14^I -¿ 5 tn,'n*4,.ç"t';'r';'

L ;rr
*"nr^u.e . p\n,"..n,å* f r:. c.^^

¿r fu il'r,,i çot.t k*o,u 
"t,:*r;iv¿. 

,

{^ar:riþ .\uqcrusÇ6#! g :rÆ

l/ rt ê' :¡ i'e .t ,/, ),* @ fâ .*e r: {l)(.

I

5h",\\ql(i h) c,rr,r, \. ¿1)r^

I

-t&n|*r ç,¡ i^,'i" ü,(r ft;"r1?

ORGANIZATION (lf Applicable)
/r'i"*1r i | ¡^-j-
Iin. L'¡r,uc^t rY, tL lûú

r* G'
,^.1 ini,l41, ú/t,l nniDl'{ t(Vt:,tlv .r''f

r¿sh l-t
¡1/-_nt,sifÌ
LLL¡

þ'-, {o^,.q

lt'¿
I

'*f"rr'* #,*
.>-{ /.t 

- 
/.[¡Jf -\ \" ,"

Çrl';ú"*Tti ntt í)ru{hüh,q}[

c {u r \L ,{ ( n¡yff*
-r

,-l -!' 4 <1 ) '\ -À-\-r1t-t¡r Cþ X. Y,)/\-rl-

-q-- t-
! Þ. þ'\r h ,# ,0,",,r,.¡'t to (4

L.Jt

n{i..,rn'í'{z ilìue(

*îi:Å\< 
[-\¿ ,,L*c^-

i '\ \-? i

- 1r i^i, r,,, Ð rulc i. \

NAME

1ìot!,lr"ro^^,

htlnr,ttn \ñ rfl,'h¿ ^,¿¿ v

i\\ù r#- \ {-'.Þ^^..-^

?ú'z¡'ìi \in'u¡rqr-
-i tLt &tu,{.rt-

Å"'hj-'/ iu.'ñ-*
]J-:n,"."""*î i\,"i ,r4 ,13,^

.!

S".v-¿th Phtrrrl^.r!

Klti"Flrinn arLLtt

.)

l-lUgSrr,n ) /rrt.-¡ ¿.t/,*r-

.9, 
'oin 

n ß. ,\ I

..i 
", 

Tïr .".,- ià, bo



TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORUM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information ded below is a matter of public record su to examination by the general public u n uest 1i
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORIJM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott
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PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information provided below is a matter of ic record subject to examination by the general ublic u n
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORIJM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott

PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE: The information ided below is a matter of public record ect to examination the neral public upon request.
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TAMPA BAY TRANSIT FORIJM
Friday, July 20th | 1:00pm
Tampa Airport Marriott
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PLEASE PRINT. NOTICE:The information provided below is a matter of public record subject to examination the neral public upon request.
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lf you would like to make a general comment, please write your comment below and drop this form in
the comment box
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Use back side if you need more space.
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http://www.83degreesmedia.com/devnews/Tampa-forum-focuses-on-transit-solutions071118.aspx 

Tampa Bay Area transit forum highlights regional vision 

83degreesmedia.com | Jul. 11th, 2018 

Talk about transit is everywhere in the Tampa Bay Area, more so today than ever before. But how will all 
this talk result in a buildable transit plan for the region? This question will be discussed at length at the 
Tampa Bay Transit Forum scheduled for Friday, July 20, from 1-4 p.m. at the Tampa Airport Marriott. 

 The event, moderated by business columnist Graham Brink of the Tampa Bay Times, will feature 
discussion from local transit leaders and elected officials, including State Sen. Bill Galvano, along with a 
presentation by Marilee Utter of Denver-based Citiventure Associates, who will talk about best practices 
for transit-oriented development and how we can realize such development in the Tampa Bay area. 

 The summit, hosted by the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority (TBARTA), includes the following 
presentations and discussions: 

• “A Vision for the Tampa Bay Region” from State Sen. Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton. 
• “An Eye to the Future: Local Plans, Community Vision” with Florida Department of 

Transportation District 7 Secretary David Gwynn, Hillsborough County Commission Chair Sandy 
Murman, Pinellas County Commission Chair Ken Welch, and Pasco County Commissioner Jack 
Mariano. 

• “Where We Are Right Now: Plans in the Works.” Learn about how current transit efforts 
intersect, and listen to community leaders and transit users as they share personal stories on 
how transit impacts their lives. Among the panelists: Barry Shevlin, CEO of Vology; Gloria Lepik-
Corrigan, a transit user and disability advocate; and Brant Peterson, a Tampa young 
professional. 

• “Stop and Grow: How Transit Stops Spur Economic Development” with Marilee Utter, a 
national-level expert on transit-oriented development through her work as President of Denver-
based Citiventure Associates and her previous role as Executive Vice President for the Urban 
Land Institute. 

After the 1-4 p.m. session, attendees can attend an open house from 4-7 p.m., as area transportation 
officials will be on hand to talk about transit initiatives underway around the region. Also, attendees can 
take a tour of SkyConnect, Tampa International Airport’s new people mover. 

The summit comes as the team developing the Regional Transit Feasibility Plan enters the final months 
of its public outreach efforts. Team members are asking the public their thoughts on the draft catalyst 
projects identified as the highest performers during the technical analysis phase. Feedback is currently 
being sought at a number of neighborhood events around the area, and interested residents can take an 
online survey. 

http://www.83degreesmedia.com/devnews/Tampa-forum-focuses-on-transit-solutions071118.aspx
http://tbregionaltransit.com/
http://tbregionaltransit.com/


The Forum is free and open to the public, including free parking (park in Tampa International Airport’s 
Short-Term Parking Garage and bring your parking ticket into the event to be validated). The event is 
also accessible by bus using PSTA’s Route 300X and HART’s Routes 30, 32, 35, 60LX, and 275LX. 

Attendees interested in participating in the tour of Tampa International Airport’s new people mover, 
SkyConnect, and its new Rental Car Center and transit curb, along with a behind-the-scenes look at the 
new SkyConnect maintenance facility, should sign up ahead of time since space for the tours is limited. 
For more information about the event and to sign up for the tour, follow this link.  

Kyle Parks is Principal at B2Communications of St. Petersburg. Comments? Contact 83 Degrees. 

https://www.tampabaytransitforum.com/
http://b2communications.com/
mailto:feedback@83degreesmedia.com?subject=transit%20forum


https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/news/2018/07/11/transit-forum-to-tackle-economic-
opportunity.html 

Tampa Bay Transit Forum to tackle economic opportunity 

By Janelle Irwin | Tampa Bay Business Journal | Jul. 11th, 2018 

 

Elected officials and transit and transportation professionals will come together next week to discuss 
how to turn talk into action for Tampa Bay’s deficient transit network. 

The Tampa Bay Transit Forum on July 20 will feature, among other topics, how transit stops can help 
spur economic development. 

National transit-oriented development expert Marilee Utter will headline a talk called "Stop and Grow: 
How Transit Stops Spur Economic Development." Utter is the current president of Denver-based 
Citiventure Associates and is the previous executive vice president for the Urban Land Institute. 

Transit-oriented development has become a focal point of transit conversations and a source for 
contentious debate. Urban planners like Utter want a regional transit network that includes stops within 
communities. Those stops encourage affordable housing, retail, restaurants and jobs nearby as young 
professionals are attracted to areas where having a car is an option, not a necessity. 

The topic is fueling debate about a 41-mile bus rapid transit route connecting St. Petersburg to Wesley 
Chapel along Interstate 275. It’s not clear yet where the stops will be along that route if it’s built. Early 
iterations of the plan suggested some of the stops would be along the highway, which would not spur 
transit-oriented development. 

Other talks during the transit forum include an update on current and future plans by Barry Shevlin, CEO 
of Vology and the co-chair of the transportation working group for the Tampa Bay Partnership. He’ll be 
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on a panel with Gloria Lepik-Corrigan, a current transit user and disability advocate and Brant Peterson, 
a local young professional. 

Florida Department of Transportation District 7 Secretary David Gwynn, Hillsborough County 
Commissioner Sandra Murman, Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch and Pasco County 
Commissioner Jack Mariano will host a session called “An Eye to the Future: Local Plans, Community 
Vision.” 

Mariano has been a vocal opponent of the proposed bus rapid transit route calling instead for light rail. 

State Sen. Bill Galvano (R-Bradenton) will discuss his vision for the Tampa Bay region. 

The forum is from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Tampa International Airport. Transportation officials will meet with 
attendees after until 7 p.m. to discuss transit initiatives.  
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Any Tampa Bay transit project will bring development opportunities, expert 
says 

By Graham Brink | Tampa Bay Times | Jul. 16th, 2018 

Big transit projects are often about much more than 
moving people from one place to another. 

That’s where real estate adviser Marilee Utter 
comes in. Her specialty is helping communities get 
the most out of development opportunities that 
arise from building a light rail or bus rapid transit 
system, like the one proposed for the Tampa Bay 
area. 

The industry lingo is transit-oriented development. 
Think of it as all the new things that get built around 
the train or bus stations. It could be restaurants in 
an area without any. Or office space in a 
neighborhood that needs it. 

The goal: Create a place around each station where 
people want to be. 

"Done right, each area has a brand, an identity," 
said Utter, president of Citiventure Associates. She 
will be speaking at Friday’s Tampa Bay Transit 
Forum. 

Utter, who has worked on projects in Phoenix, 
Seattle, Charlotte, Houston, Salt Lake City, and her 
hometown of Denver, knows that not everyone is 
onboard with the benefits of big transit projects. 
That’s why she stresses the importance of doing 
them right and maximizing the development 
features. 

Last week, she spoke to the Tampa Bay Times about ways to get a diverse area to galvanize around a 
project. Here are the highlights from that interview, edited for length and clarity. 

From a development standpoint, what does success look like? What would people notice near one of 
the stations? 
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Usually you put transit in areas where you want redevelopment. Often it’s in industrial corridors, or in 
Tampa Bay’s case, it’s in a highway corridor. That allows for opportunities for change, to create new, 
interesting places for people. 

You want it to be a place that people know about and want to go and do a lot of different things there. 
Some people work there. Some people live there. Some people shop there. People just hang out there. 
There might be recreation or entertainment. They all have different characters depending on the 
location and the market, but they all are a destination. 

How far out from a station does the effect go? 

What we’ve found happens, because it’s market driven, is that it’s more like an amoeba shape based on 
where the station is and where the roads are and any barriers. The shape and size of the amoeba 
depends a lot on the connectivity, the access, to that station. So if you have good streets and sidewalks, 
good lighting and parking, and interesting destinations along the streets, people will go a long way. They 
will walk a long way, they will ride their bikes a long way, a lot further than you’d expect, much further 
that we ever projected. Sometimes the amoeba is a mile long. 

Think of it this way: People go to the mall and walk a mile without thinking about it because there are a 
bunch of interesting things for them to look at. That’s what happens around the successful stations. 

And that’s good for ridership? 

Absolutely. By creating interesting, vital areas around the station, ridership increases. Transit officials 
don’t want it jammed at rush hour and empty the rest of the time. They want what’s called off-peak 
ridership. They want people riding it during the day and later at night. So if you make the stations mixed-
use destinations that attract people at different times of the day, that really suits the transit agency and 
it helps the community. 

If Tampa Bay goes forward with a big transit project, is there a city it should emulate? 

They are all different. Every city has to make it up to suit its purpose. If you follow a formula from 
another place you will probably fall into trouble. 

How do you sell a sprawling area on the merits of a rail or bus rapid transit system that will run 
through many jurisdictions, with varying priorities and needs? 

Don’t feel alone. It’s very typical. 

Transit-oriented development does not happen by itself. It is a public-private project. It really takes a 
joint effort. 

I’m doing work right now in Minneapolis. The new line will go through four or five jurisdictions with very 
different makeups and political views. Ultimately the most success we’ve had is working individually 
with each jurisdiction and with the neighborhoods around the stations. We talk with them about what 
they lose and what they get. We’ve found that to be a really powerful tool. 

When you talk big generalities people don’t really understand what it means for them. 



Why not just expand or improve the roads instead of spending money on a transit project? 

First, I’ll given an example. In Denver, we had a lot of the same political dynamic and concerns going on 
as in Tampa Bay. When they decided to widen the interstate, it was great for about six years. Now it’s 10 
years later, and you don’t want to be on it again. So adding two lanes and all the great stuff they did, 10 
years later you can’t tell you did it. It was super expensive, and it didn’t solve the problem. 

The second reason is that the economic development piece, especially for attracting young people, is 
huge. Denver has had a good run lately attracting companies. Of the companies that moved, 90 percent 
have located their office within a half mile of a transit station. They do that because their workers want 
to ride transit or at least have the option to ride transit. 

It draws workers that draw employers that draw jobs that support the economy. It’s not that everyone 
wants to live at a transit station, but a lot of them do. They want the option to try to live with one car or 
no cars. They want to live a different lifestyle. It’s a much broader economic piece than it sounds. 

What about bus rapid transit versus light rail? 

I think BRT is a great option if it’s designed properly. A lot of people will say they are adding an express 
bus to the freeway and call that BRT. But BRT needs permanent infrastructure at the station areas, and 
then a dedicated right-of-way that gives it preference over the rest of traffic, which is a really important 
point. 

Any other advice? 

The other thing I would say is it takes longer than you think. So better to get started now. 

Contact Graham Brink at gbrink@tampabay.com. Follow @GrahamBrink. 

About the event 
The Tampa Bay Transit Forum is free and open to the public. State Sen. Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, will 
give the keynote speech, "A Vision for the Tampa Bay Region". Other speakers will talk about the 
benefits of a regional transit plan and how best to go about building a plan to serve the entire region. 

When: 1 p.m.-4 p.m. Friday, followed by an open house from 4 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Where: Tampa Airport Marriott. 
Parking: In the airport’s short-term garage. Bring your parking ticket into the event to be validated. 
More information: tampabaytransitforum.com. 
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Is now the time to fix Tampa Bay's transit problems? 

By Phil Buck | 10News | Jul. 17th, 2018 

State and federal plans to improve the area's interstate infrastructure in the next few years could present 
the perfect opportunity for those looking to fix Tampa Bay's transit issues. 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. – It’s four-o-clock in the afternoon, you need to get across the bay, and you’re 
hopelessly trapped in gridlock on one of Tampa Bay’s busy bridges. 

Sound familiar? 

Traffic is one of the Tampa Bay area’s biggest issues despite various attempts to address it in recent 
years. As the region’s population has grown, the issue has compounded to the point where it may start 
to hurt the local economy, and depending on who you talk to, it may already be having a negative effect 
on growth. 

However, state and federal plans to improve the area’s interstate infrastructure in the next few years, 
including a revamp on the Howard Frankland Bridge, could present the perfect opportunity for those 
looking to fix Tampa Bay’s transit problems. 

“[Transit] has been, and will continue to be if we don’t do something about it, the Achilles heel that we 
as a region have when it comes to economic development, when it comes to corporations looking at us 
for potential sites for relocation, when it comes to quality of life and the impact on us as citizens,” said 
Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn. “It is the one area that we lag behind.” 

Buckhorn has repeatedly talked about the 
need to address the transit issue during 
his time in office, to no avail. 

“What really is lacking is the consensus 
and the political will to build a 
transportation plan, understanding that 
these projects are expensive. They’re 
certainly not free, and it’s going to take 
the politicians having faith in themselves 
and, more importantly, having faith in the 

voters,” Buckhorn added. “I think there are some elected officials that are more concerned about the 
next election and less concerned about the next generation. We know we have a problem, we see it 
every day, we live through it every day, we know that solutions are expensive.” 
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 “We’ve got to start thinking differently,” Buckhorn said. “If we don’t do something and continue to just 
build roads as our only option, not only are we not going to solve the problem, we’re going to get 
deeper and deeper into the problem.” 

One organization trying to do that is the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority [TBARTA], which 
currently has an online survey to help come up with the best regional transit plan for the area; One that 
not only offers options that people will choose to use over their own vehicles, but one that will fit the 
requirements for state and federal transit funding. 

“This area really spends less on public transit than any of the other major communities in Florida and 
maybe, certainly, in the United States,” said Ramond Chiaramonte, who recently resigned as Executive 
Director for TBARTA to run for a district-wide commission office in Hillsborough County. 

“One thing that’s different about us is we have a very challenging geography,” Chiaramonte added. “I’m 
not sure that we really ‘got it’ until recently that we do have 400 square miles of water right in the 
center of our metropolitan area called Tampa Bay, which makes us not Charlotte, not Jacksonville, not 
Orlando, not Houston. 

“We’re different, so we have to have a transit system that fits us and not just say ‘Charlotte has light rail, 
that’s exactly what we need to do,'” he said. “They’re just one city and then suburbs. We have two 
major cities, Tampa and St. Petersburg, then you’ve got a bay in between them even though they’re only 
20 miles apart." 

Part of the solution might be what’s known as Bus Rapid Transit, which would involve dedicated lanes 
for buses to move freely, even during high-traffic times. Even with that, in order to convince people to 
get out of their cars and use public transit, those buses need to be comfortable and clean, run on 
regular, reliable schedules, and they need to easily accessible. 

“We’re trying to get away from the word ‘bus’ because it really looks like rail,” Chiaramonte said. “It 
would operate like rail, but it would be in dedicated lanes and would be more of a rubber-tire vehicle; 
not our local buses, but more modern buses that they use in Europe and other places. Nobody’s really 
done a complete regional transit system using the kind of technology we’re talking about.” 

“If we can get them [FDOT] to tweak the design of the modernization of the interstate to provide a 
dedicated lane, or at least a managed toll lane in some areas, we can play on that and use that for the 
transit but not have to pay for it with transit dollars,” he added. “So we can save a lot of money and get 
more bang for our buck.” 

“Tampa Bay is behind the curve, we are of course congested as most growing metropolitan areas are, 
but we need to be careful,” said Dr. Steven Polzin, Director of Mobility Policy Research for the Center for 
Urban Transportation Research at the University of South Florida. “The need to do something is real if 
we want to continue to grow.” 

http://www.tbarta.com/en/
http://tbregionaltransit.com/
https://www.cutr.usf.edu/
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 “We do need to address the 
transportation issue, if it were simple we 
would have solved it a long time ago 
because there are a lot of people who 
have recognized it and been struggling to 
fix it and solve it. It isn’t easy,” added Dr. 
Polzin. “This community will need to 
spend more money, and then the real 
challenge is spending it wisely. Finding 
projects that make sense, that pencil out, 

that actually contribute to improving mobility.” 

Meanwhile, Buckhorn said he already sees consequences when corporations decide to relocate to areas 
other than Tampa Bay because of the area’s transit inaction. 

“When we get turned down we’ll go to them and say ‘where did we fall short?’, because we want to 
learn,” Buckhorn said. “In what is normally an exemplary report card the one area that we fall badly, 
badly behind Denver, behind Charlotte, behind some of our other competitors is the lack of mass transit. 
That, for us, will become the death nail over time if we don’t fix it, and if we don’t start that process now 
we get further and further behind the eight ball because the people are still coming.” 

“These things are expensive, I get it,” he added. “But doing nothing is not a solution because doing 
nothing only exacerbates the problem, and gets us further and further behind to the point where it gets 
almost impossible for us to catch up.” 

Phil Buck is a reporter with 10News WTSP. Like him on Facebook and follow him on Twitter. You can 
also email him at pbuck@wtsp.com. 

© 2018 WTSP 
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New Bus, Rail Proposals Receive Wide Support At Transit Forum 

By Roberto Roldan | WUSF News | Jul. 22nd, 2018 

Real estate adviser Marilee Utter told the crowd at the Tampa Bay Trasit Forum on Friday that mass 
transit stops can become sites for new development districts. 

The overriding message at the Tampa Bay Transit Forum on Friday was that it's finally time for action on 
mass transportation. 

Politicians, activists and transportation officials came together to discuss the future of mass transit in 
the region at Tampa International Airport. Several key Republican and Democratic politicians are linning 
up behind the plan for a 41 mile bus rapid transit route from Wesley Chapel to St. Petersburg. The 
stretch from St. Petersburg to the University of South Florida Tampa will use a dedicated lane, and the 
entire route would have more frequent and updated busses. 

Listen: https://cpa.ds.npr.org/wusf/audio/2018/07/7-23_transit_forum_aired.mp3  

Sandy Murman, the Republican chair of the Hillsborough County Comission, said she wants taxpayers to 
see tangible improvements to transportation within the next decade. 
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"There are no more words that can say 'Lets just do it,'" she said.  " I'm not saying we should stop the 
conversations because you have to keep the conversations going, but we have a fabulous plan." 

Murman also said she'd like to see voters decide on a proposed referendum that would increase the 
sales tax in the county from seven to eight cents for public transit and roadway improvements. She 
voted against a proposal in 2014 to put a half-cent sales tax increase for transportation on the ballot. 

A proposal for a private company to build a high speed rail link between Tampa and Orlando also 
received bipartisan support at the forum. Earlier this year, Brightline submitted plans to the Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT) to build a rail system in the median of Interstate 4. 

Ken Welch, the Democratic chair of the Pinellas Board of County Comissioners, called on the public to 
embrace a project that would connect the two largest metro areas in Central Florida. 

"The connected Tampa Bay-Orlando mega-region has a population exceeding 6 million and will be an 
economic and political powerhouse when it is connected with congestion-proof, high-speed transit," 
Welch said. 

The forum also served as a venue for transportation officials to highlight ongoing projects. David Gwynn, 
the regional FDOT secretary, said he was excited about a circular bus service that will connect the 
University of South Florida area and downtown Tampa starting next year, as well as a grant that will 
make the Tampa streetcar system free for the next three years. 

While many transportation advocates spoke on how a new mass transit system to alleviate congestion in 
the region, real estate adviser Marilee Utter also gave a presentation on how it could also bring new 
business and residential developments. 

Utter told the crowd that a stop on a bus or train line can attract what's called transit oriented 
development. That's areas outside of downtown with plazas, multi-use buildings and easy access to 
public transportation. She used a district she helped build in Englewood, Colorado as an example. 

"It is not a building, it's a district," she said. "Ideally it's a multi-block experience so it's got enough 
interest to attract you, and it's walkable, it's bikeable." 

Building in these districts are generally funded at least in part by reinvesting money that comes from 
increased property values near the transit stops. 

Utter warned that when mass transit stops are chosen, they can quickly attract developers. For that 
reason, local officials need to be ready to work hand-in-hand with the private sector to plan the right 
kinds of districts. 

Transit-oriented developments can be created around whatever mode of mass transit officials settle on, 
and Utter said the biggest challenge for the Tampa Bay region will be getting out of the planning stage. 



"Don't let the perfect be the enemy of the good," she said. "There is not yet a transit system that is 
perfect. I'm rooting for you guys to come to some conclusion and get underway with whatever you 
come up with." 

Utter said some up and coming areas of Tampa are already primed for this type of building. She pointed 
to the Armature Works just north of downtown Tampa as the type of development a new mass transit 
system could attract. 
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Transit forum speakers, attendees show support for bus rapid transit in Tampa 
Bay 

By Janelle Irwin | Tampa Bay Business Journal | Jul. 23rd, 2018 

Support for a 41-mile regional bus rapid transit route is gaining support, according to conversations 
during the Tampa Bay Transit Forum on Friday at Tampa International Airport. 

Several elected officials and transit and transportation professionals praised the plan as the first piece in 
robust transit that will attract new jobs and emerging young talent. 

Young professionals are increasingly looking for transportation options when deciding where to begin or 
continue their careers. 

“They are choosing where they want to live before they choose where they want to work,” said Vology 
CEO Barry Shevlin. “[Lacking transit] limits the pool of potential employees. I think most of the [business] 
leaders I’m talking to are not connecting those dots.” 

Florida Senate President Designate Bill Galvano (R-Bradenton) said the region needs to capitalize on an 
opportunity to begin a transit revolution in an area lagging behind other major metros, but said the 
route has to be done right. 

“We cannot afford to do this unless we have a dedicated lane all the way through,” Galvano said during 
a presentation. “That’s what thinking in the future is about.” 

The plan, which would create an express bus service from St. Petersburg to Wesley Chapel along 
Interstate 275, has received harsh criticism from transit activists because it didn’t necessarily include 
exclusive lanes for buses independent of other traffic. 

The dedicated lanes are necessary to create a quick and efficient route and to make way for future 
technologies that would require a designated right-of-way. 

“With this we can move from mode to mode at whatever level very shortly we’ll be using — 
autonomous vehicles to move people en masse,” Galvano said. 

The planned bus rapid transit route is also an opportunity for an economic development boom as micro-
communities emerge around transit stations. 

“Transportation-oriented development (TOD) is an amazing opportunity for communities to build better 
communities. They’re destinations,” said TOD expert Marilee Utter, a leader with the nationally 
recognized Urban Land Institute. “Transit only works when it takes you to where you want to go, so 
we’re creating those places.” 
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But she emphasized getting it right is the hard part. 

Utter rifled through an extensive list of components for successful TOD. Districts have to be walkable 
and they have to offer amenities and services the community demands. That’s something she said is 
unique to every community and cautioned planners based on other communities' successes. 

“What you normally see is, ‘Oh, we’re going to put more housing in’ or ‘We’re going to put some offices 
in,” Utter said. “To really create a mixed-use space takes a lot of cooperation.” 

The Tampa Bay region is a prime spot for TOD, according to Utter. It checks most of her boxes. Traffic 
congestion is perceived as bad, driving costs are high and housing is expensive. 

For TOD to work, it has to be in a desirable district and connect to job centers and other local transit 
routes. 

Part of the criticism of the bus rapid transit plan centers on its alignment along the interstate and the 
lacking bus network that would connect to it. But the general consensus among speakers was that 
improving transit access has to be a long-term vision. The 41-mile route would serve as a proof of 
concept and trigger action on connecting routes. 

Jeff Boothe, a managing principal of InfraStrategies in New York, said the series of local transit plans 
aimed at complementing a regional route fill the void that currently exists and, if completed, would 
create a network where owning a car becomes an option and not a necessity. 

“There are moments in time when you have the right leadership and a successful region recognizes that 
moment,” he said. 

That time is now, according to Boothe. 

In Tampa, plans are in the works to create a more efficient and expanded downtown streetcar system, 
one that could get transit riders from the interstate route to their final destinations. There are also 
preliminary plans for a local bus rapid transit route along the emerging Tampa Street corridor, which 
would give transit access to communities currently missing out. 

St. Petersburg is in line for federal funding to build a bus rapid transit route connecting its downtown to 
the Gulf beaches, and studies are in place for routes along major arteries connecting all of Pinellas 
County’s major job centers, entertainment hubs and residential areas. 

“No one is going to want to come here if we don’t have the right transit system for them. At the end of 
the day it’s about jobs,” said Hillsborough County Commissioner Sandra Murman. 

If the region can make it clear that action is happening, young professionals can look at the Tampa Bay 
region as one that is in the process of providing the mobility options they crave rather than seeing a 
region obsessed with cars. 



“Imagine the day when we can all attend this transit forum by taking transit from anywhere in the 
region,” said Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch. 

For now, that’s not the case. An example of that came after the forum ended. Attendees — several 
hundred of them — arrived by car and had their parking tickets validated. The line exiting the airport’s 
parking garage was clogged. 

But it will get better, according to longtime transit supporter Mark Sharpe who heads !P Tampa, a 
University of South Florida area group whose mission is to turn the area into an economic powerhouse. 
Sharpe ditched his car about a year ago and uses Hillsborough County’s bus network. 

“It’s stressful when you have to rely on transit to get from point to point. I can buy a cup of coffee with 
my phone, but I need exact change to get on the bus,” Sharpe said. “A lot of professionals don’t want to 
admit they don’t know how to read a bus map.” 

Sharpe said in addition to making the region’s transit network more robust, working professionals also 
need to shed the stigma around riding a bus. Giving transit a chance would help make the case for 
spending more money to make it better. 

“Let’s just get it done. There are no more words that I can say besides let’s just get it done. It’s going to 
be up to us at the local level,” Murman said. 
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Transit forum gets ideas moving 

By Business Observer Staff | Business Observer Florida | Jul. 27th, 2018 

The Beach Boys’ “I Get Around” could be the anti-theme song of commuters in the Tampa Bay region, 
whose patchy, inadequate public transit and clogged highways and interstates make getting to and from 
work the subject that everyone loves to hate — and talk about, ad nauseum. 

There are signs that talk is beginning to turn into action, however. 

Last week’s Tampa Bay Transit Forum at the Tampa Airport Marriott 
gathered some of the region’s top business leaders, elected officials and 
transit authorities to discuss plans in the works that aim to solve some of 
the area’s most pressing transportation woes. 

Vology CEO Barry Shevlin was part of a panel discussion that focused on 
how public transit, or lack thereof, affects disabled people as well as young 
workers, who often choose not to drive, and who increasingly opt for 
quality of life over career when choosing where they want to live. 

Shevlin tells Coffee Talk that lack of cohesion on transportation hurts his company’s ability to recruit and 
retain workers. “It’s pretty clear to me that the entire region needs to be working together to try and 
solve some of these problems,” he says. 

Vology, based near St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport, did $151 million in sales last year and 
employs more than 300 people, but Shevlin says less than half — 40%, by his estimation — live in 
Pinellas County. He says 45% "live in Hillsborough, and maybe 15% live in the other counties, so when a 
decision is being made in Hillsborough, it affects me just as much as a decision being made in Pinellas.” 

Shevlin expresses cautious optimism a proposed 41-miles bus rapid transit (BRT) system that connects 
downtown St. Petersburg to Wesley Chapel, via the creation of new dedicated express lanes and using 
Interstate 275 as a spine, could be the “catalyst” project that spurs development of a true regional 
approach to transit. “I’ve heard alignment around support for that,” he says. “People today choose 
where they’re going to live first, and then they find a job based on that, so the more options we have to 
get people to where our headquarters are, the better off we’ll be.” 
 

 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/transit-forum-tampa-vology-ceo
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