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Cuireann an moltóir seo fáilte roimh Balbriggan Baile Breacain Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara SuperValu  2018 
agus chuig Ceiliúradh  60 Bliain an Chomórtais. With eight committee members and another twenty people who 
volunteer on various projects, you have good support.  We also note you have another 48 adopters who work in 
their own time on selected areas. You have about nine meetings per year and have Saturday morning clean team 
sessions.  That is a great initiative and demonstrates the importance and contribution of volunteerism.  It is an 
excellent idea to create a database of volunteers that you can call upon.  Volunteers often may only be able to 
commit for a set period of time.  Additionally, you are providing an opportunity for a variety of people to participate 
on your projects.  There are many more meetings with your committee and Fingal County Council (FCC) on matters 
of mutual interest and congratulations on being awarded a certificate  by the Mayor of Fingal last February for your 
contribution to the 2017 success in IBAL. In addition to being supported by FCC, you also have the Business 
Community’s support, including SuperValu and the Moriarty Group. You have entered the competition since 2010 
and feel that participation has helped the community to focus on annual plans and activities and broadens your 
horizons by encouraging interest in such matters as biodiversity which are sometimes outside your comfort zones.  
The project of particular interest for this year is the landscaping work done in the Irish Rail car park. It was a great 
pleasure to visit Balbriggan in early July.  We commend you on your production of a newsletter this year and its 
distribution by e-mail, thus minimising the production of paper waste.   We were delighted to see you liaising and 
working with local schools such as Loreto and Gaelscoil Baile Bhrigín with project that demonstrate your 
commitment to engaging with young people, the value you place on the Irish language (bio-diversity signs as 
Gaeilge) and your appreciation and use of local knowledge.  We advise all communities to develop a three-year 
plan to help them prioritise projects over a period of years and to demonstrate to potential sponsors that they have a 
planned approach. Your application is well presented but the font size (and pictures) is a little small for this 
adjudicator and we suggest you make better use of bullet point formatting to help distinguish between projects and 
just a few sentences of description are enough for each. Thank you for attaching a map of the town with projects 
marked for our attention, but may we ask that you try and put the legend on the same page to save time flicking 
over and back to see what the numbers represent.  Please be aware that the adjudicators will most likely not be 
familiar with your community and it takes some time for them to read the map and report.
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It is great that your committee took an initiative to avail of a grant scheme from FCC for the improvement of shop 
fronts/commercial properties and used this funding to paint three derelict premises on Bridge Street.  They are a 
significant improvement.  We noted that in common with many other Irish towns recovering from the financial 
recession that you have a number of unoccupied buildings that are deteriorating, and it is good to see the action you 
have taken in this case.We noted the trees in plant containers placed at Browne’s Butchers and Cyril’s Solicitors.  
They are small plants and suit the location well. We commend you on the well-maintained historical buildings which 
lend character to the town, e.g. Carnegie Library, the Court House. The large Bracken Court Hotel building was 
well-painted and enhanced with many colourful floral displays.  Paving on the plaza/island of George’s Square is 
well-done and is protected with stainless steel bollards.  Large plant containers with an abundance of flowers add 
attractiveness and the area is further enhanced with hanging baskets attached to poles. However, our preference 
would be the installation of a permanent display bed at this prime location and save on maintenance tasks, 
especially watering.  SuperValu building is ablaze of colour with red, blue, white and other colours of Petunia in 
boxes over the name and in fact covering it. This attractive building was well-painted.  We also admired other 
commercial premises on Drogheda Street, including one which has apartments over shops, including the Post 
Office.  It has an interesting façade and is further enhanced with floral displays.  Well done on producing a new 
heritage trail booklet and we look forward to the on-street signage. We were impressed with the terraced houses 
leading up to the Lidl store on the R127.  St Peter and Paul’s Church is beautifully maintained, and the olive-green 
painted doors are a great choice of colour on this building.   We noted several well maintained and attractive 
buildings such as the Credit Union, Flower Now, Mairéad’s Beauty Room.  St George’s Church is a charming 
building and the grounds are well maintained.  We noticed some graffiti on the pillar outside the church.  We 
admired the brick house (no. 19) on Quay Street.  St. Molagh’s National School is a fine modern building and we 
noted plenty of greenery around the entrance.  St. Peter and Paul’s Cemetery on Chapel Street is bounded by a 
hedge and an impressive entrance of a high gate and stone piers.  It is well-maintained but very lacking in tree 
planting.  We were disappointed to see that a concrete bunker inside the entrance was overflowing with weeds and 
debris collected from the graves with no attempt to segregate the material. The beautiful Bremore Castle is a 
wonderful reconstruction project through training projects. We look forward to the completion of this project and the 
access in due course.
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They are small plants and suit the location well. We commend you on the well-maintained historical buildings which 
lend character to the town, e.g. Carnegie Library, the Court House. The large Bracken Court Hotel building was 
well-painted and enhanced with many colourful floral displays.  Paving on the plaza/island of George’s Square is 
well-done and is protected with stainless steel bollards.  Large plant containers with an abundance of flowers add 
attractiveness and the area is further enhanced with hanging baskets attached to poles. However, our preference 
would be the installation of a permanent display bed at this prime location and save on maintenance tasks, 
especially watering.  SuperValu building is ablaze of colour with red, blue, white and other colours of Petunia in 
boxes over the name and in fact covering it. This attractive building was well-painted.  We also admired other 
commercial premises on Drogheda Street, including one which has apartments over shops, including the Post 
Office.  It has an interesting façade and is further enhanced with floral displays.  Well done on producing a new 
heritage trail booklet and we look forward to the on-street signage. We were impressed with the terraced houses 
leading up to the Lidl store on the R127.  St Peter and Paul’s Church is beautifully maintained, and the olive-green 
painted doors are a great choice of colour on this building.   We noted several well maintained and attractive 
buildings such as the Credit Union, Flower Now, Mairéad’s Beauty Room.  St George’s Church is a charming 
building and the grounds are well maintained.  We noticed some graffiti on the pillar outside the church.  We 
admired the brick house (no. 19) on Quay Street.  St. Molagh’s National School is a fine modern building and we 
noted plenty of greenery around the entrance.  St. Peter and Paul’s Cemetery on Chapel Street is bounded by a 
hedge and an impressive entrance of a high gate and stone piers.  It is well-maintained but very lacking in tree 
planting.  We were disappointed to see that a concrete bunker inside the entrance was overflowing with weeds and 
debris collected from the graves with no attempt to segregate the material. The beautiful Bremore Castle is a 
wonderful reconstruction project through training projects. We look forward to the completion of this project and the 
access in due course.

Many areas in and around Balbriggan have examples of well established trees which will be your future heritage.  
The small car park at Quay Street provides a view of the railway Bridge and the sea inlet. Trees here are 
well-established and we wonder if the willow trees are getting too big for their space. The landscaping project at the 
Irish Rail Station yard was a worthy undertaking and it is good that you had the cooperation of Irish Rail and the help 
of Tully’s Nurseries for the planting.  We also noted that one of your adopters, Little Gumboots are taking care of a 
bed at the front of the station building.  And we visited the site at Church Street which the same group have 
adopted.  However, we were less impressed with the skimpy planting beds and underground felt and chippings on 
that site.  We suggest a more permanent planting arrangement is required for that site.  Well done on planting 
narcissus and tulips at a Council owned block of flats, at the request of the elderly resident. Lidl car park has a high 
standard of landscaping and the trees are well established.   The climbing plant at the layby on Chapel Street looks 
well however, the directional signs in this area require cleaning. The planting at the entrance to Fingal Bay and 
Balbriggan Business Park looks good and is well laid out.  We recommend removing the weeds in the gutters at 
Nolan Motors and the traffic Island.  Overall there is a great standard of landscaping in the business park.  
Additionally, the trees are very well established on the Balbriggan by pass.  We do not advise planting flowers 
beneath trees such as in the car park opposite St. Peter and Paul’s Church because of the competition for light, 
water and nutrients.  Flowers on poles on the main street are a wonderful choice; the variety of colour in red, blue, 
white and purple were delightful.

This section is about developing an awareness of wildlife and is especially important in urban areas where some 
people are becoming detached from our environment in terms of knowledge and understanding of the rich natural 
area surrounding your community. Biodiversity is under threat globally and sadly Ireland is a part of this trend. 
Habitats of value include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, streams, woodlands and wetlands. Having children 
list the plants and animals to be found in your natural environment and recognising their significance (native, 
protected, or alien invasive?) is very useful project for schools.  Sowing and encouraging wildflowers is a promising 
idea and one that brings excitement in watching the various species develop over the years.  However, it is not 
enough to simply sow wildflowers, they must be managed for a few years until they are established.  Check the 
website www.biodiversityireland.ie for information on how they should be managed.  You have several ongoing 
activities relevant to this criterion, such as the allotments near Gormanstown.  You do regular clean-ups on the 
coastline as part of your normal Saturday activities and we noted the extensive amount of material collected there 
and on the Bracken River.  This is wonderful work for your community to be doing and it is such a pity that other 
people discard so many materials without a care for the environment.  The Roseate Tern Conservation project on 
Rockabill Island is entered in the Natura 2000 Award and well done to Balbriggan Community College for their work 
in building over 1,000 nest boxes to date.  Well done on having approved funding for two biodiversity information 
signs and we look forward to seeing them next year.

This category is becoming more and more important highlighting the need for communities to address the issues 
involved in tackling the growing waste mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the 
use of dwindling resources. Items mentioned under this criterion include Balbriggan Freecycle, which is your version 
of free trade.  Making bird boxes with the assistance of the Men’s Shed.  The new LED public lighting erected by 
FCC.  The campaign to eliminate the use of plastic straws and single use plastic is taking off around the country and 
it is good to see your actions in that regard.  There are several other measures that you can take regarding 
sustainability. Contact your waste contractors and try to find out what is being thrown away and armed with this 
information you can start to think about how waste can be reduced. Examine the waste pyramid and note the 
recycling is only the fourth most preferred option after avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our waste is 
organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using 
mulching mowers which shred the clippings and facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, 
self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the amount of water used and the task of watering. Other 
waste minimisation projects might include encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at 
work. In response to an over use of chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are no longer 
available and therefore communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds. We 
noticed the over use of chemicals along kerbing inside the cemetery.   These activities will highlight the fact that you 
are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your marks will increase.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



Well done on being placed 10th in the IBAL survey of 2017, being deemed ‘Cleaner than European Norm’ and this 
achievement was recognised by FCC.  The Council also help you in disposing of collected material where it is 
segregated.  Your ongoing efforts on removing graffiti is no doubt appreciated by everyone, except those who spoil 
the walls, poles etc. We noticed some graffiti on the ‘Maximum head room’ barrier opposite St. Peter and Paul’s 
Church.  Additionally, there was graffiti on the pole next to the barrier.  One approach to managing graffiti is to 
engage an art teacher to work with the young people and have art features created in places which are prone to 
graffiti. Perhaps you could try that approach and maybe grant assistance may be available. There are some signs 
which require cleaning, e.g. sign for Balbriggan, sign for the church (St Peter and Pauls), the Chapel Court sign. We 
were very impressed that no overhead wires were visible on approaching the Bracken Court Hotel.  Nevertheless, 
there were weeds in the gutter in the buildings opposite the hotel.   On Quay St the buildings are highly maintained, 
e.g.  Viadox and Biaduct. There are some weeds along the kerbs in the carpark on the Quay.

recycling is only the fourth most preferred option after avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our waste is 
organic in nature, such as grass clippings.  You can avoid collecting mown grass by more frequent cutting and using 
mulching mowers which shred the clippings and facilitate faster decomposition.  Regarding water usage, 
self-watering hanging baskets are a help in reducing the amount of water used and the task of watering. Other 
waste minimisation projects might include encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee mugs at school and at 
work. In response to an over use of chemicals for weed control, many useful products of the past are no longer 
available and therefore communities are encouraged to use other means such as hoeing to maintain weeds. We 
noticed the over use of chemicals along kerbing inside the cemetery.   These activities will highlight the fact that you 
are focussing on this category and when you develop more projects in the future your marks will increase.

Well done on providing support to the various residents’ association in Balbriggan.  How many of them are 
represented on your committee?  Is there a case for a special committee of such associations so they would advise 
and support each other?  The ‘Best Presented Estate Entrance’ competition is a great initiative and it was good that 
you had the cooperation of the Ardgillen staff member to help with the judging and the business community to 
sponsor prizes.  Should you now follow up with a garden and open space competition for these estates? At Chapel 
Crescent where one of your adopters won best ‘Adopt-a-Patch 2017’the flowers in front of the name stone are 
partially covering the address.  Established trees at the entrance need to be checked because the supporting stakes 
and ties are most likely not needed anymore. In Fancourt estate the road side trees are very well presented and 
providing valuable shade.  The yellow bird box and fairy doors on the trees in Fancourt were eye catching. We 
noticed a beautiful display of roses and Fuchsia in some of the gardens.  Unfortunately, the plants at the very front 
of the estate are hiding the sign on the stone at the entrance to the estate.  There is some graffiti visible on the 
junction boxes at the entrance also.  The trees are well laid out on the Fancourt road (R127) outside the estate.  We 
noted the attractive stone wall on Fancourt Rd. which is very well maintained.  We noticed some litter in the green 
open spaces of Charley Moore Memorial Park.  The pole with the signs for school children in Charley Moore 
Memorial Park needs cleaning. The trees planted in clusters look very well.    The road in this park was too narrow 
to park but perhaps it suits the residents. In Gable Crescent and Old Market Green, the trees are poorly maintained. 
In Market Green there was graffiti on the wall on the back lane adjacent to Hampton Street.   The road in Hampton 
Cover estate is not in good condition.  There is a delightful collection of perennials visible in the estate.   On the 
entrance to Lambeecher estate, the containers for the flowers appear too big and conspicuous and we suggest 
replacing them with smaller timber containers.

The roundabout on Dublin Street, near St. Peter and Paul’s Church looks well with its central sculpture and a simple 
planting scheme.  On the R133 road we noticed that the directional signs were hidden with plant foliage and the 
directional signs on Harry Reynolds Road need cleaning.  A pole holding a ‘Crossroads ahead’ sign also needs 
cleaning.  White flowers planted at the base of a hawthorn hedge make insignificant impact and must compete for 
light with the hedge and with the roots of the hedge for water and nutrients.  Street signs are very well presented, 
and we admire the attention to detail with the Council crest displayed on each sign.  Well done on cleaning cobble 
lock surfaced islands, they have come up very well.  It is good that you have sourced people in various places to 
take responsibility for cleaning signage.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Balbriggan is a very well-presented attractive town.   The town buildings (new and historic) are well maintained and 
there is ample evidence of fine landscaping.  We commend you on your tidy towns committee which is going from 
strength to strength in developing and maintaining partnerships with other organisations in the community such as 
schools, the county council and the FPPN.  Well done and congratulations on a good presentation.


