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Cuireann an moltóir seo fáilte roimh Baile an Ridire chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachtmhara SuperValu  2018 agus 
chuig Ceiliúradh  60 Bliain an Chomórtais. Thank you for the comprehensively completed entry form. It was a very 
concise and easy to read application and we especially appreciated the thought and effort you have put into 
analysis of issues impacting your residents, this approach will really pay dividends for you.  Considering the 
thoughts of your residents on issues such as the towns infrastructure, is also great to see.  And hopefully will get 
you overall community buy in for your future projects, well done on this. Your map proved easy to read and was a 
great help on adjudication day with projects relevant to this year’s competition clearly marked along with a clearly 
defined competition boundary. We note that the sports grounds on Inch road were not included in the boundary 
although this area contains one off your planned projects?  We note your committee numbers have increased since 
last year as have the volunteers aiding you, this is great to see. You seem to be very successful in gaining support 
from local businesses and the practical work they aid with, such as McNallys sponsoring the new welcome signs, is 
part of the reason for the high standards of public space presentation seen in the town on the day of visit. You have 
an excellent ongoing working relationship with your school.  The Beavers care of the Balrothery Bug Cottages and 
the local sports clubs adoption of the upkeep of areas of Glebe Park demonstrate your success at engaging with 
your younger members of the community in your works. Although a relatively newcomer to Tidy Towns, given the 
long history of the competition,  the progress you have made thus far and the scope of your planned future works 
will ensure , we feel, that you have the potential to go far both regionally and nationally. Well done to all involved in 
this year’s efforts.
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You have a range of building types within your main thoroughfare and they are framed by the lovely Heritage Centre 
which creates a lovely focal point for the town. The Balrothery Inn takes great care of their appearances and had 
colourful floral displays but needs to ensure they keep on top of cigarette butt management. The castellated hedge 
to the car park is a unique style of hedge management not seen before. The school was once again well presented 
with the green flag and biodiversity flag flying. The 2 litter bins here were clean although the hedge needed a trim.  
The older building along the coach road including the thatched cottage give a real sense of history to the village and 
were all well maintained. We noted the efforts made by the owner to improve the vacant site with the trees in tubs 
and hope to see this developed soon. Have you considered approaching the Local Authority with regard to new 
heritage style lighting for the town? Wirescapes overhead distract somewhat from the beautiful buildings in your 
lovely town. Underground wiring could be an issue you bring up as part of any future road works considered. We 
wish you well with your discussions as to the future of the Tower house. The picnic table at the north entrance was 
well used on adjudication day.
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The mature trees to the Heritage Centre and graveyard means the town has a great backdrop of lovely foliage. The 
green tubs at the bench to the entrance here were looking very well.  The 1916 memorial oak tree seems to be 
doing well at the north end of the town.  Continue this tradition of tree planting by identifying key area for new trees 
in the town. This will ensure the long term landscape structure of the town. We note that a tree trial is planned as 
part of the Glebe Park. This will be great to see as a number of the older trees in the park seemed to have been 
felled in recent years. The park and its grass areas were very neat with lots of activity on the tennis court on the 
sunny day of the visit. The grass area at the traffic triangle at the pub could perhaps be improved with a bed of 
planting? Is this feasible given the number of wires and utilities’ here. It would help traffic calming by highlighting this 
junction. A bed of groundcover summer flower roses in a strong colour perhaps? We look forward to seeing 
progress in the Glebe Park for next year’s visits, an exciting project for your town. Good luck with progressing your 
community garden.

The wildflower bank to the graveyard had been cut by the time of the visit which was a shame as it much be a lovely 
sight in full bloom.  If this bank has been a success for you maybe consider a summer flowing mix to the bank at 
Balruddery Wood at Kingswood. Have you considering doing a simple habitat survey of Balrothery? It would be a 
great help to fully  address this category and your local Environment Officer may be able to help with this. For 
further ideas have you investigated ‘Make it Wild’, the Irish Wildlife Trust’s (IWT) national programme inspiring 
people to take action for wildlife in their local area? They also help communities produce Local Biodiversity Actions 
Plan through their training programmes. It is about improving areas like gardens, green spaces and derelict areas 
through an IWT certified system to create wildlife habitats. We saw your hive in its prominent position at the entry to 
the village and are glad to see that it has generated interest in our pollinators in the village. The focus on biodiversity 
in the new park and community garden is great to see.

The work done by your volunteers, resident and junior tidy towns members at tackling this issue is noted and much 
appreciated as the core of the town was spotless on the day of the visit. We saw the colourful poster advertising 
your Saturday morning litter pick and clean up on the notice board at the heritage centre. Can the blue bin at the 
gate to the graveyard be emptied more regularly as it was full to overflowing. Maybe a compost bin for the organic 
waste and old flowers could be placed here?  The old tubs and debris at the corner of the graveyard here was also 
unsightly.  Some recent litter was noted on the approach from Skerries, thrown no doubt from passing cars. The 
bank at Balruddery Woods also seems to be a bit of a litter trap and may need more focussed attention. We note 
your focus on the removal of fly posting and unfortunately there was a referendum poster on a pole by the south 
entrance and bus stop advertising an event in May. This should have been removed as soon as the event was over. 
Dog dirt was also seen on footpaths near the school. Well done in the proactive approach you are taking to address 
dumping and your liaison with the litter warden is good to see to address issues beyond your immediate control.

Congratulations on your schools successful participation in the Green Schools scheme.  This participation by the 
children gives your community a head start in addressing waste and sustainably issues in a practical focussed 
manner as lesson learnt in school can be brought back to children homes.  You have a proactive approach to this 
category and this year have held successful environmental workshops to spread the word on this issue. We are glad 
to hear that this workshop was a success for you. The practical efforts of the business community to address this 
issue is also commended with Spars biodegradable coffee cups and the Balrothery Inns use of biodegradable 
straws. Well done to them both. Maybe the takeaway outlets will follow suit? Food outlets can produce a large 
amount of food packaging waste where biodegradable options are increasingly available. Your water harvesting 
system has no doubt been well used during this very dry summer. Good luck with your pressure on advancing a 
deposit refund scheme with the Minister.

There are a range of residential types in town and many were presented to a high standard on adjudication day.  
The maturing avenue of Lime trees and planted arbour to the open space at Glebe Manor were admired. Two dead 
trees here should be removed or perhaps turned into carved tree sculptures?  Town residences in the Coachyard 
facing onto the Coach Road were particularly admired for the planters and hanging baskets, proof you don’t need a 
big garden to create a floral display at our homes. The narrow grass strip at the entrance to The Green, although 
well maintained, could perhaps be planted to improve the entrance here, with some climbers in the mix to improve 
the appearance of the bare wall.  The raised timber planters at Balrothery Court were nicely maintained and very 
welcoming. Darcystown Close was visited with the entrance landscaped area looking beautiful. Ensure that you 
remove tree ties from all newly planted trees in the towns residential estates as those over 2 years old generally do 
not need to be staked.  In fact the longer the ties are in place the greater damage they do as rubbing ties can cause 
wounds to the bark. Well done in all your efforts to offer continued support to your junior tidy towns members 
carrying out work in their home estates.

The new Balrothery town entry signs and raised beds are a great addition to your gateways and the limestone 
materials used are very appropriate to the town. The planting is establishing well and this is a very visible example 
of your works improving the appearance of the town to the visitor. We note your planned works to address the lack 
of footpath connectivity in the town, both in the centre and to outing areas such as Hamilton Park. This adjudicator 
certainly felt that this is an issue for both residents and visitors especially at the junction with the coach road and the 
access to the car park. Your clear analysis as shown in project 3 shows the shortfall in linkages and we wish you 
luck with progressing this. When works to the footpaths are planned try to ensure consistence of materials around 
the towns. A Balrothery palette of concrete setts (as seen at the Heritage Centre), and Limestone kerbs (same 
stone as used in the entry sign planters) could be used in any new paths, to in time create a good quality and 
constant public realm in the town. The name stone with its small owl at Balrothery fields was admired. Is one 
needed on near Ringfort View? Maybe we missed it? A dead tree along the R132 road near the roadside park at 
Balrothery Gardens needs to be removed and replaced.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



of your works improving the appearance of the town to the visitor. We note your planned works to address the lack 
of footpath connectivity in the town, both in the centre and to outing areas such as Hamilton Park. This adjudicator 
certainly felt that this is an issue for both residents and visitors especially at the junction with the coach road and the 
access to the car park. Your clear analysis as shown in project 3 shows the shortfall in linkages and we wish you 
luck with progressing this. When works to the footpaths are planned try to ensure consistence of materials around 
the towns. A Balrothery palette of concrete setts (as seen at the Heritage Centre), and Limestone kerbs (same 
stone as used in the entry sign planters) could be used in any new paths, to in time create a good quality and 
constant public realm in the town. The name stone with its small owl at Balrothery fields was admired. Is one 
needed on near Ringfort View? Maybe we missed it? A dead tree along the R132 road near the roadside park at 
Balrothery Gardens needs to be removed and replaced.

Concluding Remarks:

Your overall approach to the competition is excellent and it is obvious that your core committee of 7 supported by 
your army of volunteers , work hard to achieve results on the ground; you are to be congratulated for the works and 
high standards you have achieved particularly given you short time participating in the competition . Well done to 
involved with this year’s entry, you are warmly thanked and congratulated for your efforts and we wish you the very 
best for 2019.


