SAVE OUR PARK
Fact vs. Fiction
The Case Against the American Museum of
Natural History’s Proposed Plan for the
Richard Gilder Center for Science, Education & Innovation
C o m m u n i t y Un i t e d t o P r o t e c t T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t P a r k
b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e A m e r i c a n M u s e u m o f Na t u r a l H i s t o r y
( A M N H ) i s t r y i n g t o s e l l N e w Yo r k C i t y a b i l l o f g o o d s , a n d
that the proposed Gilder Center is about “Science, Education and Innovation” in name only — lip service to areas of
learning everyone supports.
The pitch for this new building is PR spin for a project the
A M N H i s a d v a n c i n g f o r v e r y d i f f e r e n t r e a s o n s . P r i m a r i l y, a
perceived need to improve visitor flow and a desire to honor
a member of their Board (who is in fact a climate change denier). A brief look at the plans for this mostly empty struct u r e m a ke s t h a t a p p a r e n t .

How to Use This Summary
This document contains the discoveries of the AMNH’s
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), statements
made by the AMNH PR Department, and addresses the real
e f f e c t t h i s p r o p o s e d p r o j e c t w i l l h a v e o n U p p e r We s t S i d e
residents. All quotes attributed to the AMNH come directly
from the DEIS, or public comments made by AMNH representatives and contractors.
M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e a t w w w. s a v e o u r p a r k . n y c
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DANGEROUS TOXINS PRESENT ON AMNH BUILDING SITE
Community United
The toxins found on the proposed building site are well-documented
strong carcinogens and mutagens – cancer-causing agents that affect the
body’s cells. Yet, the AMNH has not made public their Remediation
Action Plan (RAP), or how they intend to address the clean up of this
incredibly toxic site.
If these pollutants are disturbed and dispersed in our air, water, and soil
will the entire area from 86th Street – 72nd Street be exposed to great
danger? A particularly relevant question since the area is home to many
public & private schools.
The public needs to know in the clearest terms what health and safety
risks are posed by the Gilder project or whether it should go forward at
all. Community United strongly believes that the health and safety of the
whole community MUST be prioritized over the convenience of a
private institution or a donor’s vanity project.

AMNH DEIS & Public Statements
“Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), were detected in 14 of 18 soil
samples.”
“…asbestos-containing materials (ACM) may be present” including
surfaces within a former shooting range, located below grade and adjacent to the Museum within Theodore Roosevelt Park.
“trichloroethylene (TCE) (which was formerly used to remove lipids and
fats from vertebrate zoology specimens)” – detected at a “concentration
of 4 µg/m3.”
The Gilder project also requires the removal of several above & belowground storage tanks.
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PERMANENT LOSS OF PUBLIC PARKLAND
Community United
The Museum’s own architect for the project, Jeanne Gang, acknowledged
publicly (Community Board 7 Meeting, November 1, 2016) that improvements to visitor flow could be made within the museum’s existing footprint without taking away one inch of New York’s precious, finite, and
disappearing public parkland.
It may be true that only 11,600 square feet (approximately 1/4 acre) of
open space would be lost to the new building. But the “redesign” includes
a long, wide concrete walkway leading to the major new Columbus
Avenue entrance.
This calls for much more dead land than just the quarter acre the new
building would occupy; it is a tangible and dramatic loss of public green
space, with the commensurate loss of mature, beloved trees.

AMN H DEIS & Public Statements
“The proposed project would result in the loss of 11,600 square feet of
open space at grade, and a redesign of approximately 75,000 square feet
[almost 2 acres] of the western portion of the Park.”
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GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
Community United
The figures presented by the AMNH, might only be understandable to
experts, but translated mean that 1 year of construction is equivalent to
5-10 years of CO2 emissions.
The musuem is light on the details about the complete greenhouse gas
emission output of the Gilder Center project. This of paramount importance particularly on an island facing rapidly rising sea-levels thanks
to climate change. The AMNH is out of sync with the spirit of New York
City’s efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Additionally, the AMNH is silent on the subject of the ongoing carrying
costs of heating, cooling, and annual CO2 emissions, leaving those details
to be revealed to the tax payer once the electric bills are due.

AMNH DEIS & Public Statements
“Greenhouse Gas Emissions estimated at 2,055 metric tons CO2e per
year, with roughly 40 percent of that amount from on-road sources, and
60 percent from building energy.
This includes a substantial reduction in building energy emissions associated with measures incorporated in the current design that exceed minimum building energy code requirements.
As described in the “Methodology” section above, construction emissions
were not modeled explicitly, but are estimated to be equivalent to approximately 5 to 10 years of operational emissions.”
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TAXPAYER DOLLARS
Community United
The Gilder project is estimated to cost $325 Million, assuming no overages, unforeseen delays, or mishaps during construction.
AMNH Board Member Richard Gilder, for whom the structure will be
named, has committed to only 15% of the project’s initial costs.
The people of New York City and New York State, have already contributed without being consulted 42% of the cost through their tax dollars.
We will also be called upon to maintain, heat, and cool this unnecessary
building forever.
Does that sound like a good deal? It’s your money.

AMN H DEIS & Public Statements
The AMNH currently owes debt payments of $438,162,906 due on a
principal of $261,495,000. Additionally, at least $135 Million of public
funding, a combination of already allocated funds with “$62.1 Million for
the construction of the new Gilder Center” from the Mayor’s 10-year capital strategy for 2018-2028. (source: Series 2015 AMNH Bonds, page 76)
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INCREASED VISITOR & VEHICLE TRAFFIC
Community United
The AMNH itself estimates an increase of 1 Million visitors the first year.
Yet, the museum seriously underestimated the increase in visitors to the
Rose Planetarium before that was built.
Furthermore, lots of the new visitors would not simply pass through the
park; they would spill over into it as they do over the steps at the Central
Park West entrance, and over the entrance steps to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.
To contend that signal changes and a widened crosswalk will mitigate
traffic conditions and pedestrian congestion is delusional. School buses
with idling engines are already parking on Columbus Ave between 81st
and 79th Streets, as well as on 79th Street between Amsterdam and Columbus Aves. This will only get much, much worse. Even now, Columbus
Ave, a major West Side artery, has become in practice a two-lane street.
If “susceptible to worsening in service levels” means that it’s hard right
now for such vehicles as police cars, fire engines and ambulances to get
through, the imagination boggles at how bad it will get during demolition
and construction, not to mention afterwards, once this new worldtourist destination goes active.

AMNH DEIS & Public Statements
“In addition, it would increase the number of Museum visitors who pass
through the Park in this area.” ... “Because existing traffic and pedestrian
conditions are already congested at times and susceptible to worsening in
service levels, even small increases in traffic and pedestrian levels could
result in significant adverse impacts.”
The AMNH contends that with signal changes and a widened crosswalk,
traffic conditions and pedestrian congestion will be mitigated. (Section
17.1 & 2)
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LOSS OF SUNLIGHT & NEW SHADOWS
Community United
The following statement represents the justification for new shadows on
all but a tiny sliver of the publicly accessible portion park. (diagram on
Page 8)
Additionally, this analysis attempts to advance the argument that because
the park is used more frequently in warmer months that winter - defined
by the AMNH’s study as lasting from September through March - can be
dismissed.
We know that the park is used by residents in all seasons - dogs and children play there year round, the benches host people even when it snows.

AMNH DEIS & Public Statements
“The proposed project would cast new shadows on Theodore Roosevelt
Park in all seasons.”
“Incremental shadow from the proposed Gilder Center would fall primarily on Zone A, the adjacent Columbus Avenue entrance area ... portions of this area would be in shadow from the proposed addition as well
as from other parts of the museum complex for a part of the morning in
all seasons.”
“For users, large areas of Zone A would be in incremental shadow in the
mornings, particularly in the fall, winter and spring, but areas of the adjacent Zone B would not be in shadow during these times.”
“On all four representative analysis days, sunlit areas with seating and
bench-lined walkways would be available in Zone B, containing Margaret
Mead Green and areas of the park farther north, particularly in the midday and afternoon hours, and the new shadows would therefore not substantially alter the usability of the park.”
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Tier 1: Longest shadow study area boundary
Tier 2: Area south of site that could never be shaded by proposed building
Publicly-Accessible Open Space
Historic Resource with Sunlight-Sensitive Features
In coordination with the Historic Resources analysis presented in Chapter 5 of this EIS, it was determined that the museum
building has a number of sunlight-sensitive features, and that two of them, the Arthur Ross Terrace and the west facing facade
of the Rose Center for Earth and Space, could potentially be affected by project-generated shadows. Other sunlight-sensitive
features of the museum such as the Central Park West facade face away from the project and could not be affected by it.

AMNH Gilder Center for Science, Education, and Innovation

Tier 1 and Tier 2 Assessments
Figure 4-3

RATS, TRASH, VENDORS
Community United
The AMNH’s DEIS does not address or appear to consider that the Gilder
project, if built, will be a gathering point for souvenir vendors and food
carts who will flock to line Columbus Ave. in front of the park. The resulting increase in trash where receptacles are already overflowing will naturally also attract rats, vermin, and bugs.

AMNH DEIS & Public Statements
No information or response provided as of June 7, 2017.
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TEMPORARY LOSS OF PARKLAND DURING CONSTRUCTION
Community United
The language the AMNH DEIS writers use makes it clear: they have no
understanding of what Theodore Roosevelt Park means to the community, or how different it is from Central Park nearby.
To suggest that Central Park is capable of accommodating the displaced
“largely passive recreation activities” paves the way for the AMNH to gobble up more of this small, but treasured, public green space.
While there might be no “significant adverse impact” for the AMNH PR
Department, would the same be the case for neighborhood residents, especially the elderly among us, who cherish this green and pleasant space?
Then, too, when all is said and done, what is a significant adverse impact?
Turning a beautiful place, even temporarily, into a dead zone, an AMNH
diorama?

AMNH DEIS & Public Statements
“Portions of Theodore Roosevelt Park would be closed for the duration
of the approximately three-year-long construction period to accommodate the construction of the proposed project. While a temporary displacement, this loss of open space would not result in a significant
adverse impact.
Nearby sections of the Theodore Roosevelt Park and other open space
resources … such as Central Park would accommodate the largely passive
recreation activities displaced from the affected area. The existing
pedestrian entrance to Theodore Roosevelt Park on West 79th Street to
the west of the project site would be temporarily relocated further north.”
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CONSTRUCTION NOISE
Community United
Upper West Side residents are used to noise, but 3-5 years of demolition,
excavation with mounted jack-hammers, and construction on an enormous site is noise on a completely different scale.
Excess noise will most directly impact residents overlooking the park,
and animals in the dog run.

AMNH DEIS & Public Statements
“…the level and duration of construction noise at these buildings would
constitute a temporary significant adverse noise impact under SEQRA
and CEQR.
The highest levels of construction noise at these receptors would result
from rock excavation using mounted impact hammers.”

PETS & BULL MOOSE DOG RUN
Community United
Over the next 3-5 years, who will want to take their pets into a dog run
with deafening and possibly poisonous demolition and construction
work going on right around the corner?

AMNH DEIS & Public Statements
Ellen Futter, AMNH President, said in a public forum (Community Board
7 Meeting, November 1, 2016) that the Bull Moose dog run would stay
open during construction and would not be impacted by the Gilder
Center.
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