The
Heart
of
Our
Community.
Adult Education. Community Groups. Youth Work. Community Centres.

“We call on Falkirk Council to abandon cuts in Community Learning &
Development and invest in this important service for the people of
Falkirk.” - The Local Community

Introduction
UNISON Falkirk has had a
wonderful response to our
campaign against the cuts to
Community Learning &
Development (CL&D) proposed as
part of Falkirk Council’s budget
setting process.
It is clear from the heartfelt messages of support that we have received
that the service is truly valued by the community it serves.
As a Councillor in Falkirk we recognise your key role in making decisions
that impact on our local community. Accordingly, we thought that this
booklet, filled with statements from the public and photos of some of
the services CL&D provide would help to demonstrate the true value of
the CL&D Service. It’s clear that the true cost of losing this Service
would be measured by much more than pounds and pence.
A vote to save Falkirks CL&D Service saves our community.
Thank you.
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The Heart of Our Community
If the Grange Centre was to close this would have a great impact on
the Activities Club as our club has been using the centre for over 32
years. This is the only time our members get together, meet and interact with other parents. We are able to chat and have a coffee while our
members are with our volunteers either paying basketball, football, etc.
Our members enjoy table top games and our club is like a family unit
in which we can be open to other parents. Our group ranges from
babies to Adults. Speaking as a parent this is the only time my daughter
can meet up with her friends. If the Grange Centre was to close the
Activities club our members would feel socially excluded from the
community and isolated and also using the Grange Centre is the only
Down Syndrome group in Central branch.
- Concerned Service User

Service Achievements
- Thousands of adult
learning opportunities
- Hundreds of thousands of people have attended
community education centres
since 2009
- Thousands have taken part in
literacy programmes
- Hundreds of young people
have completed achievement
awards

Community Concerns

If it wasn't for these
services I wouldn't be
where I am now. When I
first started attending I was
a single parent with 3
young children. I felt
isolated, but
attending these helped
build my confidence to
move onto volunteering,
eventually college and then
employment.

The playgroup is an essential
community resource and it was
invaluable in offering my children the
chance to learn communication and
socialisation skills in a safe, fun
environment on their own before
starting nursery. My son would not
have settled into nursery so well did
he has not had the experience of
being at the Grange Centre Playgroup.

I believe every child in education in the district, whether or not
they have additional needs, would be affected by withdrawal of
funding for crucial staff and services. The education system
depends on all children being properly supported and receiving
the resources they require. Without these resources the knock on
effect would be felt across the board.
The withdrawal of these services would have a mass impact on
the local community.
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The Heart of Our Community
I am a single mother and
before getting involved
with CLD, I was just in the
house. Now I am out and
mixing with other adults and
helping the wider
community.

CLD services are deep rooted in all aspects of living. Due to this
service we can help to improve the quality of life for those who are
at a disadvantage in one form or another. This service allows
different communities to work together for the greater good and
the much needed improvement in the Falkirk District. By taking/
reducing these services Falkirk Council is doing a disservice to its
residents.
CLD workers have inspired
me to go to college to study
toward an HNC in working in
the communities so I can
give something back.

There would be no
provision for ethnic minority
youth; there would be no
support service of vulnerable
mothers with young children.
There would be no reasonable
voice for the Muslim
community.

As a learner, access to IT
applications skills otherwise
not affordable, as well as the
connection with others
within the community.

Community Concerns
Cuts would mean a lack of
learning facilities for young, old
and unemployed, which can lead
to employment, and further full
time study. Lack of socialising
opportunities for unemployed,
elderly, infirm - leading to people
being more
remote and alone at home.

So many things (banking, applying for jobs) now have to be done
online which is intimidating for older people, and we have a lot of
foreign workers who need to learn English quickly, thus making
them more productive members of society.

Vulnerable people would not have access to support with
things like job clubs, digital literacy and basic literacy support.
Also, young people will not have access to community facilities
where they can meet with their peers. On the street they will be
stigmatised by the police for standing around in groups even
though they are not doing anything wrong. Anti-social
behaviour incidents will go up and young people will be seen as
villains by older members of the community. This is will have a
negative impact on communities overall.

Social isolation would increase ten fold. People should always
be encouraged to better themselves this has a massive knock on
affect to wellbeing, mental health, employability.
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The Heart of Our Community
People in the community
use the centre for clubs,
hobbies, child services,
blood donations. No where
in our community has the
vast space for all of this and
much more.

The area already has a high level of socio-economic deprivation
which I think will be increased further by the cuts in these services.
These services are also essential resources in supporting adults who
are socially isolated and have ongoing mental health problems,
again cuts in services will see increase in MH difficulties.
There will be nowhere for
toddlers, children, teenagers,
adults and most of all,
pensioners who are
the community of
Bonnybridge to gather.

The local area would
lose its community spirit
and kids would be left
wandering the streets
potentially getting into
trouble, older people will
feel more isolated.

I believe that if these cuts
go ahead communities will
be devastated as there will
be no local facilities for local
people to get help.

“Adult learning is essential for the mental health and wellbeing of
individuals and communities. People won’t just lose the ability to learn
new skills, but the chance to meet and work with people they
otherwise wouldn’t come into contact with.”
- Member of the Community
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